Eden Evangelical Lutheran Church
Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
September 21%, 2025

Announcements

Confession and Forgiveness
In the name of the Father,

and of the *+ Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are
hid cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Most merciful God,

We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew
us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of
your holy name.

Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God
forgives us all our sins. As a called and rostered minister of the church of Christ, and by his
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the
Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Gathering Song #592 Just As I am, without One Plea

Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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Prayer of the Day

Let us pray.

God among us, we gather in the name of your Son to learn love for one another. Keep
our feet from evil paths. Turn our minds to your wisdom and our hearts to the grace
revealed in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Word

First Reading: Amos 8:4-7

Amos was called by God to prophesy in the Northern Kingdom of Israel. Peace and prosperity
in Israel led to corrupt business practices and oppression of the poor. The prophet declares
that God will not tolerate such a situation.

4 Hear this, you who trample on the needy,
and bring to ruin the poor of the land,
3 saying, “When will the new moon be over
so that we may sell grain,
and the Sabbath,
so that we may offer wheat for sale?
We will make the ephah smaller and the shekel heavier
and practice deceit with false balances,
®buying the poor for silver
and the needy for a pair of sandals
and selling the sweepings of the wheat.”

"The LORD has sworn by the pride of Jacob:
Surely I will never forget any of their deeds.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm: Psalm 113

R The LORD lifts up the poor from the ashes. (Ps. 113:7)
' Hallelujah! Give praise, you servants | of the LORD;
praise the name | of the LORD.
2 Let the name of the | LORD be blessed,
from this time forth for- | evermore.
3 From the rising of the sun to its | going down
let the name of the | LORD be praised.
“The LORD is high a- | bove all nations;
God’s glory a- | bove the heavens. R
> Who is like the | LORD our God,
who sits en- | throned on high,
®but stoops ! to behold
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the heavens | and the earth?
"The LORD takes up the weak out | of the dust
and lifts up the poor | from the ashes,
8 enthroning them | with the rulers,
with the rulers | of the people.
% The LORD makes the woman of a | childless house
to be a joyful mother of children. | Hallelujah! R

Second Reading: 1 Timothy 2:1-7

The pastoral epistles offer insight into how early Christians understood many practical
matters, such as church administration and worship. The church’s focused prayer for others is
an expression of the single-minded passion God has toward us in Jesus.

I'First of all, then, T urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made
for everyone, 2 for kings and all who are in high positions, so that we may lead a quiet and
peaceable life in all godliness and dignity. 3 This is right and acceptable before God our
Savior, 4 who desires everyone to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. > For
there is one God;
there is also one mediator between God and humankind,
Christ Jesus, himself human,
®who gave himself a ransom for all
—this was attested at the right time.” For this I was appointed a herald and an apostle (I am
telling the truth; I am not lying), a teacher of the gentiles in faith and truth.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel: Luke 16:1-13
The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus tells the curious story of a dishonest manager who cheats his employer and then is
commended by him for having acted so shrewdly. Jesus wonders why his own followers are
less creative and diligent in their stewardship given that they are managers of a far more
valuable household.

' Then Jesus said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who had a manager, and charges
were brought to him that this man was squandering his property. > So he summoned him and
said to him, ‘What is this that I hear about you? Give me an accounting of your management
because you cannot be my manager any longer.” 3 Then the manager said to himself, ‘What
will I do, now that my master is taking the position away from me? I am not strong enough to
dig, and I am ashamed to beg. I have decided what to do so that, when I am dismissed as
manager, people may welcome me into their homes.” > So, summoning his master’s debtors
one by one, he asked the first, ‘How much do you owe my master?’ ® He answered, ‘A
hundred jugs of olive oil.” He said to him, ‘Take your bill, sit down quickly, and make it fifty.’
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"Then he asked another, ‘And how much do you owe?” He replied, ‘A hundred containers of
wheat.” He said to him, ‘Take your bill and make it eighty.” ® And his master commended the
dishonest manager because he had acted shrewdly, for the children of this age are more
shrewd in dealing with their own generation than are the children of light. ® And I tell you,
make friends for yourselves by means of dishonest wealth so that when it is gone they may
welcome you into the eternal homes.

10¢«Whoever is faithful in a very little is faithful also in much, and whoever is dishonest in a
very little is dishonest also in much. ' If, then, you have not been faithful with the dishonest
wealth, who will entrust to you the true riches? ' And if you have not been faithful with what
belongs to another, who will give you what is your own? '3 No slave can serve two masters,
for a slave will either hate the one and love the other or be devoted to the one and despise the
other. You cannot serve God and wealth.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon

Hymn of the Day #396 Spirit of Gentleness

Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended into hell,
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.
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Prayers of Intercession

Gracious God, we come to you in prayer for the church, the world, and all in need.

O God, teach your church to act in solidarity with the poor, frustrating the efforts of those who
trample on the needy and practicing justice in our own life and community. God of grace,
receive our prayer.

Almighty Creator, we pray for an end to the misuse of the earth and its resources, that all
people may benefit from your abundant gifts and that our stewardship of creation would be
marked by justice and sustainability. God of grace, receive our prayer.

Holy One, embolden elected leaders to pursue policies of economic justice for the benefit of
all, especially those who are most vulnerable and marginalized. Persuade them by your
example of generosity and compassion. God of grace, receive our prayer.

Compassionate God, we pray for all facing illness, those near death, or those grieving the loss
of loved ones. May they find comfort and strength in your love. Prepare us to surround them
with your healing care. God of grace, receive our prayer.

God of love, motivate our congregation to enact economic justice through tangible action,
prioritizing the needs of our community and sharing resources generously through our
outreach and justice ministries. God of grace, receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Gracious God, we give thanks for the saints who now join the heavenly chorus in praising
your name. Lift us up from the dust of grief and remind us of your promise of new life. God of
grace, receive our prayer.

We entrust these prayers to you, O God, in the name of Jesus Christ, our redeemer and friend.
Amen.

Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Offering

Offering Prayer

Let us pray.

Lord of the harvest,

we return to you a portion of what you have given to us.
Turn us to set our hope not on the uncertainty of riches,
but on you, who richly provides for us.

Multiply what we have gathered

to bless all who are suffering and in need,
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through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD
Let us pray.

Praise and thanks to you, holy God,

for by your Word you made all things:
you spoke light into darkness,

called forth beauty from chaos,

and brought life into being.

For your Word of life, O God,

we give you thanks and praise.

By your Word you called your people Israel
to tell of your wonderful gifts:

freedom from captivity,

water on the desert journey,

a pathway home from exile,

wisdom for life with you.

For your Word of life, O God,

we give you thanks and praise.

Through Jesus, your Word made flesh,
you speak to us and call us to witness:
forgiveness through the cross,

life to those entombed by death,

the way of your self-giving love.

For your Word of life, O God,

we give you thanks and praise.

Send your Spirit of truth, O God,

rekindle your gifts within us:

renew our faith, increase our hope,

and deepen our love, for the sake of a world in need.
Faithful to your Word, O God,

draw near to all who call on you;

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,

be honor and glory forever.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
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hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those

who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever.
Amen.

Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and *F give you peace.
Sending Song #705 God of Grace and God of Glory

Dismissal
Go in peace. Do not lose heart.
Thanks be to God.

Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

Please remember the following people in your prayers: Anne Balko, Gary Boldt, Cindy
Little, Arlene Posont, Tara Henry, Larry, John Trzeciak, Caden, Pam LeVeque, Jon Lindquist,
Lochlan Heyrman, Candace Dennis, Michael Leposky, Edward Larson, Lori Glaister, Carol
Eglsaer, and Ruth Snyder. Family and Friends of Doug Scheuneman, Lenore Schramm, and
Harold Stone.

Nursing Home: Norma Secreast
Assisted Living: Pepper VanLandschoot (Jacobetti),
Pauline Elavsky (Harbour View-Munising)
In Service: Craig Oas, Zac Culter, Mike Knickerbocker, Peter Peterson, Mathew Moilanen,
and our veterans who have returned to their communities.

PRESIDING MINISTER: Bruce Dausey
ASSISTING MINISTER: Margaret Gosselin
USHERS: Curt & Judy Erickson
ALTAR GUILD: Paula Ackerman
FELLOWSHIP HOST: Karen & Jean
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EVENTS OF THE WEEK
Saturday, Sept. 27 — Saturday Worship Service - 5:00 pm — In Person
Sunday, Sept. 28 - Sunday Worship Service 10:30am — In Person & Facebook

You can now use Vanco to give online or
using the mobile app. Make a one-time
gift, or set up a recurring offering.

A Memorial service for Doug Scheuneman will be held at Eden on Thursday,
September 25", Visitation will be held from 10:00-12:00p.m. with the service at 12pm.

Fall Fest Bazaar - Saturday, October 4, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Please plan to attend this year’s Fall Fest Bazaar. Proceeds support the work of Eden’s
Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (WELCA) group.

Please consider donating baked goods, sandwiches/wraps, crafts, raffle items, plants,
produce, and white elephant treasures. Items may be placed on the counter or a table
basement kitchen. Please, no clothing or shoes.

Many volunteers will be needed for another successful bazaar. A sign-up sheet will be
available soon. Please contact Norma Dick at 906-202-2778 or Vicar Elaine to help or with
questions. Thanks!

Serving the congregation during worship - Please consider volunteering on Saturday
evenings and Sunday mornings to usher, read lessons and prayers, assist with communion, or
host fellowship.

Flower Sponsors Are always appreciated. Flower sponsorship is $30 a month. Your gift may be
placed in the offering with a notation for flowers and your selected month. Flowers from your

home garden or from a church garden are also welcome.

Volunteer Help Needed - Our newsletter editor is looking to retire. The current newsletter is
prepared in Word. Please speak with Vicar Elaine if you can help. Thank you.

Support our Youth Fund by dropping off returnable cans and bottles at the church.

For Pastoral Care needs, please contact Vicar Elaine Robbins
906-450-3344, or pastorofeden(@gmail.com
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