Eden Evangelical Lutheran Church
Fourth Sunday in Lent
March 29 & 30, 2025

Announcements

Confession and Forgiveness
In the name of the Father,
and of the -+ Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to
live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive
your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Gracious God,

have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into the
power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our
sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us
again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness
of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive

together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of -+ Jesus Christ, your sins
are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ
may live in your hearts through faith.

Amen.

Gathering Song #807 Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing

Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Kyrie
In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above,
and for our salvation,

let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world,

for the well-being of the Church of God,
and for the unity of all,

let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house,

and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.

Prayer of the Day

Let us pray.

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us
with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have
gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave himself for us,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Word
First Reading: Joshua 5:9-12

By celebrating the Passover and eating the produce of the promised land instead of the
miraculous manna that had sustained them in the desert, the Israelites symbolically bring their
forty years of wilderness wandering to an end at Gilgal.

®The LORD said to Joshua, “Today I have rolled away from you the disgrace of Egypt.” And
so that place is called Gilgal to this day.

10'While the Israelites were camped in Gilgal they kept the passover in the evening on the
fourteenth day of the month in the plains of Jericho. 1! On the day after the passover, on that
very day, they ate the produce of the land, unleavened cakes and parched grain. 2 The manna
ceased on the day they ate the produce of the land, and the Israelites no longer had manna;
they ate the crops of the land of Canaan that year.
The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
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Psalm: Psalm 32

R Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice in the LORD. (Ps. 32:11)
1 Happy are they whose transgressions | are forgiven,
and whose sin is | put away!
2 Happy are they to whom the LORD im- | putes no guilt,
and in whose spirit there | is no guile! R
3 While I held my tongue, my bones with- | ered away,
because of my groaning ! all day long.
4 For your hand was heavy upon me | day and night;
my moisture was dried up as in the I heat of summer.
5Then I acknowledged my sin to you, and did not con- | ceal my guilt.
I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the LORD.” Then you forgave me the guilt | of
my sin.
® Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers to you in | time of trouble;
when the great waters overflow, they ! shall not reach them. R
"You are my hiding-place; you preserve | me from trouble;
you surround me with shouts | of deliverance.
8 «I will instruct you and teach you in the way that ! you should go;
I will guide you ! with my eye.
9Do not be like horse or mule, which have no | understanding;
who must be fitted with bit and bridle, or else they will I not stay near you.”
10 Great are the tribulations ! of the wicked;
but mercy embraces those who trust ! in the LORD.
11 Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice | in the LORD;
shout for joy, all who are ! true of heart. R

Second Reading: 2 Corinthians 5:16-21

One way to describe the gospel is the promise that in Christ everything is transformed into
newness. All mistakes, all deliberate sins, all old history is reconciled with Christ’s
resurrection. This is Paul’s strong message to the congregation in the city of Corinth.

16 From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even though we
once knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him no longer in that way. " So if
anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything
has become new! 8 All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ, and has
given us the ministry of reconciliation; ° that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to
himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting the message of
reconciliation to us. 2° So we are ambassadors for Christ, since God is making his appeal
through us; we entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 2! For our sake he made
him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.
The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
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Gospel: Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32

Jesus tells a parable about a son who ponders his father’s love only after he has spurned it.
The grace he receives is beyond his hopes. That same grace is a crisis for an older brother
who believes it is his obedience that has earned his place in the father’s home.

! Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to [Jesus.] 2 And the
Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, “This fellow welcomes sinners and eats
with them.”

3S0 he told them this parable: 1° “There was a man who had two sons. 2 The younger of
them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of the property that will belong to me.” So
he divided his property between them. 3 A few days later the younger son gathered all he had
and traveled to a distant country, and there he squandered his property in dissolute living.

14 When he had spent everything, a severe famine took place throughout that country, and he
began to be in need. *® So he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country,
who sent him to his fields to feed the pigs. 1® He would gladly have filled himself with the
pods that the pigs were eating; and no one gave him anything. 1’ But when he came to himself
he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired hands have bread enough and to spare, but here I am
dying of hunger! 1 will get up and go to my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have
sinned against heaven and before you; °I am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat me
like one of your hired hands.”” ?° So he set off and went to his father. But while he was still far
off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion; he ran and put his arms around him
and kissed him. 2! Then the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before
you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son.” 2 But the father said to his slaves,
‘Quickly, bring out a robe—the best one—and put it on him; put a ring on his finger and
sandals on his feet. 22 And get the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate; 2 for this
son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found!” And they began to
celebrate.

25 “Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came and approached the house, he
heard music and dancing. 2 He called one of the slaves and asked what was going on. ' He
replied, “Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fatted calf, because he has got
him back safe and sound.” 2 Then he became angry and refused to go in. His father came out
and began to plead with him. 2° But he answered his father, ‘Listen! For all these years I have
been working like a slave for you, and | have never disobeyed your command; yet you have
never given me even a young goat so that | might celebrate with my friends. 3 But when this
son of yours came back, who has devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed the fatted
calf for him!” 3! Then the father said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine
is yours. 3 But we had to celebrate and rejoice, because this brother of yours was dead and has
come to life; he was lost and has been found.’ ”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon

Hymn of the Day #608 Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is Calling
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Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended into hell,
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
Led by the Spirit, let us turn to God in prayer for the church, the world, and all those in need.

God of faithful promise, make your church a new creation in Christ. As you reconcile us to
yourself, guide us also in your way of reconciliation, that through confession and forgiveness,
repentance and reparations, your church may bear witness to your love. God, in your mercy,
receive our prayer.

God of new beginnings, restore balance to the earth. Send rain to places of drought and
sunshine to places of flooding, that the produce of the land may again support life. God, in
your mercy, receive our prayer.

God of prodigal grace, unite the nations as fellow members of the human family. Give leaders
the courage to put aside pride and ego, to cease squandering lives and time, and to work for
the well-being of all. God, in your mercy, receive our prayer.

God of boundless love, receive with open arms any in need of compassion (especially).
Embrace all who are far from home or estranged from loved ones, and all who live with regret.
Embolden your people to offer and to seek forgiveness. God, in your mercy, receive our
prayer.

God of radical inclusion, widen human circles to welcome all who are excluded. Bless the
work of disability ministries, ministries by and with neurodivergent people, and multicultural
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and ethnic-specific ministries; that the welcome of Jesus be extended to all. God, in your
mercy, receive our prayer.

God of resurrection life, welcome home all who have died (especially). We thank you for their
lives and entrust them into your keeping, where true reconciliation and eternal peace are
found. God, in your mercy, receive our prayer.

Receive the prayers of your people and draw all things together in your love, in the name of
Jesus, who leads us from death to life.
Amen.

Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Offering

Offering Prayer

Let us pray.

God our provider, you have not fed us with bread alone, but with words of grace and life.
Bless us and these your gifts, which we receive from your bounty, through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD
The presiding minister leads the following prayer.

Let us pray.

Praise and thanks to you, holy God,
for by your Word you made all things:
you spoke light into darkness,

called forth beauty from chaos,

and brought life into being.

For your Word of life, O God,

we give you thanks and praise.

By your Word you called your people Israel
to tell of your wonderful gifts:

freedom from captivity,

water on the desert journey,

a pathway home from exile,

wisdom for life with you.

For your Word of life, O God,

we give you thanks and praise.

Through Jesus, your Word made flesh,
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you speak to us and call us to witness:
forgiveness through the cross,

life to those entombed by death,

the way of your self-giving love.

For your Word of life, O God,

we give you thanks and praise.

Send your Spirit of truth, O God;

rekindle your gifts within us:

renew our faith, increase our hope,

and deepen our love, for the sake of a world in need.
Faithful to your Word, O God,

draw near to all who call on you;

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,

be honor and glory forever.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever.

Amen.

Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.

Sending Song #779 Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound
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Dismissal
Go in peace. Remember the poor.
Thanks be to God.

From sundaysandseasons.com.
Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

+++++++++H+H R
Please remember the following people in your prayers: Anne Balko, Gary Boldt, Cindy Little,
Arlene Posont, Nick Brock, Tara Henry, Larry, Al Young, Jean Mattson, John Trzeciak, Dave
Eglsaer, Caden, the Family of Betty Hall, and the Family of Helen Mattson.

Nursing Home: Norma Secreast, Paul Goodburn

Assisted Living: Pepper Van Landschoot (Jacobetti), Pauline Elavsky

In Service: Craig Oas, Zac Culter, Mike Knickerbocker, Peter Peterson, Mathew Moilanen, Mikala
Robinson, and our veterans who have returned to their communities.

PRESIDING MINISTER: Bruce Dausey

ASSISTING MINISTER: George — Saturday Joanie - Sunday

USHERS: Volunteer — Saturday Brandalyn & David - Sunday
ALTAR GUILD: Karen Derwin

MUSICIAN:

FELLOWSHIP HOST: Patsy & Helen

EVENTS OF THE WEEK
THERE WILL NOT BE A SATURDAY SERVICE ON April 5%
Sunday, April 6 - Sunday Worship Service 10:30am-In person & Facebook

You can now use Vanco to give online or
using the mobile app. Make a one-time
gift, or set up a recurring offering.

The funeral service for Helen Mattson will be held on Saturday, April 5%, with visitation from
11:00-1:00pm and the service at 1:00pm.

The Prayer Group meets on Tuesdays at 10:00am.
Support our Youth Fund by dropping off returnable cans and bottles to the church.

WEDNESDAY ECUMENICAL LENTEN SERVICES
Soup/Bread Supper 6pm — Worship Service — 7pm

April 2" — United Methodist Church
April 9" — St. John’s Episcopal Church
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Help Us Collect Underwear and Sock Donations — Throughout Lent we will be
collecting new socks and underwear for women, men and children. All collected items will
be donated to the Room at the Inn. A basket will be in the narthex for donations.

Please be sure to update your email contacts to use these email addresses. Former addresses will no
longer be used, and you should get an email response through your email provider stating that the
message cannot be sent.

In addition, if you have changed any of your contact information (address, phone, email),
please complete the directory update form in narthex or contact the church office to update your
information.

CHURCH CONTACT INFO: Please note the email addresses you should use for contacting the
office and the pastor.
Office: eden@jamadots.com Pastor: pastorofeden@gmail.com

For Pastoral Care needs, please contact Vicar Elaine Robbins
906-450-3344, or pastorofeden@gmail.com
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