On Valentine’s Day in 1934, Ozark Newspapers
flooded the area with news of a shoot-out between
Reeds Spring and Galena police officers with “The notorious Barrow desperadoes”. The Stone County Oracle
reported, “Clyde Barrow and his gang of outlaws, including the cigar-smoking gungirl, Bonnie Parker, paid
Stone County a visit on Monday of this week and created considerable excitement in the vicinity of Reeds
Spring when local officers attempted to stop the bandit car.”
The Springfield MO News and Press reported, “Texas
outlaws, led by Clyde Barrow and his cigar-smoking
sweetheart, Bonnie Parker...” Whether you prefer “cigar-smoking gungirl”, or the “cigar-smoking sweetheart”, the description stuck in the public’s memory.
The article goes on to explain the happenings of the
gang stealing a vehicle in Springfield, and abandoning
it in Galena where officers picked up on their trail and
set up road blocks. The gang kidnapped a Reeds Spring
man by the name of Joe Gunn, 40, and held him hostage
in their getaway car during the shoot-out with law enforcement. Joe Gunn was released unharmed, but shaken, in Arkansas. Upon returning to Reeds Spring, he gave an eyewitness account. “I had
been to Grist Mill, 2-1/2 miles southwest of Reeds Spring and was walking back home on
a side road when the bandits drove up beside me...One of the men got out of the back seat
and asked me the direction to Berryville. Before I had time to answer he had a gun on me
and told me to jump in the back seat. I did and we started out to the farm-to-market road
between Reeds Spring and Cape Fair. We saw some officers coming and drove into another
side road and found we were hemmed in. Bonnie cursed and said “There they are! We had
just as well stop and have it out with him!” Gunn recalled, “There was a pile of shotguns
in the back seat and enough ammunition to say mike. Twice, Clyde emptied his weapon,”…
as Bonnie reloaded, “her sweetheart’s machine gun”, “the auburn-haired bandit queen
was delighted” said Gunn. The shoot-out ended when the officers’ ammunition exhausted,
and the Barrow gang drove away.
Fortunately, no one was wounded in this exchange on this day. That was an exception,
however, in the story of Bonnie and Clyde, and their murderous crime spree that claimed
the lives of 2 officers in Joplin, MO in 1933. The gang was thought to be in Oklahoma at the
time by law enforcement. It is only because of this incident, that the dots were connected by law enforcement, and the couple were tracked. Their time in Missouri eventually
led to their downfall and their deaths near Sailes, Louisiana just months after the
Reeds Spring shoot-out.
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