Skye Boat Song

For 55A. g cappella with optional Percussion®
Duration: ca. 3:00

Scottish Folk Song
Arranged by PAUL LANGFORD
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Notes from the Arranger

The Skye Boat song 1s a Scottish folk tune recalling the escape of
Prince Charles Edward Stuart (also known as Bonnie Prince Charlie)
to the Isle of Skye after his defeat at the Battle of Culloden in 1746,
The text of the song reveals how he disguised himself as a serving
maid and escaped in a small boat.

The melody is quintessentially Scottish and very simple and folky in
nature, and so it should be sung with simplicity, sincerity and
earnestness. There is an inherent longing in the text and in the
melody, and that is the primary emotion that should be conveyed. The
tempo should remain very steady (with the aid of a hand drum or
bohdran when possible), but always keeping the gentle, dance-like hit
of the 3/4 time.

Be careful to observe the tempo marking so the song doesn’t become
too fast or too slow, for fear of altering the mood and sentiment. The
sound should not be too formal or “legit”..keep it natural and
organic, like a folk song.

...Paul Langford



