Brentwood Schools Christian Worker Trust

Newsletter, Spring Term 2022

BSCWT, c/o Shenfield High School, Alexander Lane, Shenfield, Brentwood, Essex, CM15 8RY

Phone: 01277 249275 E-mail: office@bscwt.org Website: www.bscwt.org
Find us on
Registered Charity BSCWT can be found both on Facebook and Twitter at: 1d Facebook

No: 1172358 www.facebook.com/BSCWT and www.twitter.com/BSCWT.

“Serving school communities by providing Christian learning and support”
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However, the pandemic is leaving its mark in many
ways on the lives of children and young people, not
least in terms of their mental, emotional and spiritual
health. As we ‘learn to live with Covid’ and engage with the process of rebuilding and

recovery, the work of BSCWT remains as important as ever in serving and supporting our local schools on behalf of
the local Christian community.

In this newsletter, we are delighted to give you the chance to read about many of the ways we are finding to help
schools at the moment, from our assemblies and pupil support work to our lunchtime clubs and seasonal projects
and ‘prayer spaces’. We hope you enjoy catching up with us and we very much appreciate all your support.
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Our seasonal projects with primary schools

As you may know, each term BSCWT provides ‘seasonal’ projects to local primary schools. We have !
been busy preparing and booking Christmas and Easter projects in the last few months. It has been !
wonderful to be back in schools and interact with the children again for our new Christmas Wonder *
lessons. We are now in the middle of booking our Love Easter project and also preparing for It’s :
Your Move which we take to schools in the summer term. Find out more about these 3

Gelila Melaku, Project Administrator 3§

projects below....

- ‘Christmas Wonder’

imary school Christmas project for 2021
- (\?v:rs F;\n‘rpr)]ra;/er space’ called Christmas Wor_lder,
aimed at 10-11 year olds. We'led 13 sessions,
mostly in local churches, with 350 children
from 9 different schools.

The sessions involved the
children  moving around 5
different zones with a leader
considering  different  themes
such as ‘Life Journey’, ‘Do Not
Be Afraid’, ‘Good News’ and
‘God With Us. Each zone
included opportunities for
reflection and discussion, as
well as practical activities I!ke
making paper angels, ||ght|ng
candles, creating clay figures
and scratch-art.
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Alison Carmichael, Schools Worker
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from a new baby to wise men,

the Christmas Story is full of
surprise and wonder.
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11’s Your Move

We have been providing our ‘It's Your Move’ project to Year 6
classes for over 15 years and it has become very well-
i recognised and highly-valued in our local primary schools. The
project is designed to support Year 6 pupils in their transition to

< Ir's . secondary school and includes an interactive lesson and the gift
/i YOURE v’ of Scripture Union’s “It's Your Move” book (sponsored by local
MoV 3<- . churches) for every pupil. For the last 2 years we have offered a

3 Q - digital lesson but we are now excited to be booking lessons to be \
M"O” -~ back in Year 6 classrooms this summer! .

lan Kemble, Director of Schools Work




We are glag
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have been wonderfully =

welcomed back into most schools to take
assemblies, and although there has continued
to be the occasional disruption (including the
chance for Joan and Nina to take a virtual live

assembly, beamed through the school over the
internet!) we have now mostly settled back into regular

visiting routines.

Some of our |atest assemblie
amazing, unique and valuable
is, and how we find a place of
get unbalanced. Others have been followin
of the apostle Peter, including the challenge he faced to
walk on water. This half term we aré exploring what
happens when we mess up, through the story of the
Prodigal Son and the story of Peter denying Jesus.

As we Visit schools, we have noticed that there is now a
heightened atmosphere of celebration in the assempli_es,
even as the youngest pupils are having to navigate sitting
quietly with everyone else for the first time. Both staff a_nd
children are so happy to be back together, learning, listening
and being inspired as oné school community!

Sue Evans, Schools Worker
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It continues to be a challenging season o
when it comes to one-to-one pupil support.

Recent analysis for the BBC shows an increase of 77% in
the number of children needing specialist treatment for
severe mental health crisis. We know that local services are
overwhelmed, and schools are often left to support as best
they can, whilst students linger on waiting lists.
Almost all staff surveyed saw increases Subsequently, the
in mental health problems among pupils BSCWT Ch ap| ains
Number of staff who said they had seena substantial or . )
slight increase since the start of the autumn term continue to see hlgh
demand in the seven
schools where Weé
provide pupil support.
We see a wide variety
of issues, including a
wave of anxiety in
regard to exam
season, especially for
the current year 13's
who were unable to sit
cacts their GCSE’s in 2020.
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We ask for continued prayer for these pupils, as . d
well as our Chaplains, as we encounter these As\'g,gge,er

situations. ac
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Holly Coleman, Schools Worker & 7.
Fiona Mason, Administrator & Schools Worker ) AL
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3\ f - The Trust continues to be grateful and thankful to all : '
o : CHAIR' individuals, churches and charitable trusts for their

At the time of writing Bl generous support of BSCWT working with the young
this article, with the people in the schools of Brentwood.

— threat h o trea’?o’t\gg To the end of January, general income was £57,530
seemingly on t eh ree ch’ange and expenditure was £75,059, giving a deficit of
world has seen another hug £17,529. The deficit is covered by legacies and donations.

i ia’s invasion of Ukraine. A
with ,‘:usslc?e?/elgpment with uncertain il Please pray that the current opportunities remain open and that every
conse 8’3”‘363 for perhaps all of us, and jll advantage God has given the Trust to communicate with the young
prpe people in the local schools will be taken and expanded.

we seem to be caught in a procession of
such changes of late. In my last report | mentioned that | (Peter) was stepping
down from my role as Treasurer. We are delighted to
report that Claire Lim has volunteered for the role and
¥ we are currently working together for the next few
0 months to ensure a smooth handover. Joe will be
_‘ moving from the Finance Team to become part of our
) Monitoring Team.

nn
Peter Embling & Joe Nunn, Joint Treasurers

er, | am reminded of God’s words
?\Omz}lachi 3:6: “l am the Lord,'| change
not,” which refers to his promise to the
Israelites to always be their God, even if
they abandon Him. We too are blessed
by the same promise, to those who love
and serve him today.

tinues
We are grateful that our work con

in the schools, a_nd La_\lso for nt:\’ev
appointment of Claire Lim, our
TFr)gasurer. Our heartfelt thank_s are
extended to Peter and Joe for their hard
work and dedication.

And to all our supporters, thank you all
for standing with us.

God bless, _
Kevin Gilderson, Chair of Trustees
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How can you be involved?

If you are a Christian with a passion for schools, PRAY: ] )

education, children and young people, and think ! - We believe praying for Our local schools,

T e R R L U e RN A LR children and young people is really important. Please

get in touch with us at the BSCWT office. Please [ERSSUECYIER(E

join with us to: e Request our weekly prayer email, termly prayer
calendar and newsletter by email or post. Contact
us at office@bscwt.org or 01277 249275 or visit
www.bit.ly/BSCWTconsent

e Start a prayer group for schools in your church or
start/join a prayer group for a particular school.

o Just pray — on your own or with others!

GIVE: Bscwt depends on the continued

generosity of people who support us financially. If
you’d like to support the work financially, please:

e Set up a standing order or a donation via your
online banking. Please contact us for a Gift Aid
Declaration form, if applicable (or download one
from www.bscwt.org/downloads). OLUNTEER: There are over 40 people who

- Germme oe for @ SR emEr meRdEe (o give their time and energy to volunteer with BSCWT:
download one from www.bscwt.org/downloads). e Our Associate Workers volunteer with us in schools,

working with  children and young people.

e Our Trustees oversee the running of the Trust.

e Our Support Teams assist the Staff and Trustees by
doing important tasks in areas such as prayer,
finance, human resources, policy-writing, events,
monitoring and publicity.

e Donate online at www.stewardship.org.uk/
partners/20028156 or send a cheque to our office.

e For on-line banking/standing orders, please
contact the BSCWT office for our bank account
details.

If you no longer wish to » .
recei}\;e commugications o | °© Our Church Reps help us to liaise with our local
BSCWT, please contact churches.
us via the office at

o ! e We are also open to applications from people
Scr| ture office@bscwt.org to be interested in doing an internship or work experience
removed from our

U n ion circulations. with us.
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