Garden Club of Ramsey County
Board Meeting Minutes
May 6, 2025

Meeting called to order at 7:05 PM by Co-President Jodie Carlson

Members Present:
Jodie Carlson, Co-President                                         Sue Stein, Past President 
Marji Toensing, Co-President                                      Denise Joyce, Director
Mary Wolff, Vice President                                          Jan Hohn, Education Co-Chair
Laurel Watt, Co-Treasurer                                           Leslie Mercer, Plant Sale Chair
Martha Rhode, Co-Treasurer                                      Nicole Groenke, Member Communication 
Brenda Severson, Secretary                                        Julie Hally, Director

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Motion by Julie Hally to accept February 4, 2025 minutes as written.  2nd by Denise Joyce. 
No discussion.   All approved.  Motion passes. 
 
OLD BUSINESS
CHARITABLE GIVING UPDATE
As written on the agenda: Karen Van Norman submitted the following 2024 update
· U of MN Horticulture Sciences - $2,000
· Hennepin Technical College - $2000
· Friends of the Mississippi River - $500
· St. Paul Parks Conservancy - $500
· MN China Friendship Garden Society - $500
Per Karen, all donations were mailed December 6, 2024 with a letter or the organizations donation form, and acknowledgements or thank you letters were received from all organizations. 

RECOGNITION PLAQUE
Laurel Watt showed us a garden plaque she found on Etsy.  It’s metal bolted on a stake.   Gold lettering on black.   12x 10 inches for $152.54 plus tax.  Free shipping.  She will order it, expected delivery will be by the end of this month.  
Further discussion concerned details for a presentation event at the public garden. 
Denise Joyce will contact Lynn Marceau about scheduling a Garden Gate at the public Garden for this event. Tentative date will be early June.
Once the date has been decided, Jodie Carlson will notify the Mayor’s office of the recognition event. 
Jodie Carlson will contact both the Shannon’s and Barb Meyer about this recognition event and arrange their attendance. 
Mary Wolff has volunteered to take pictures.  A picture will be given to the Shannon’s and Barb Meyer.

FIELD TRIPS
There have been several suggestions for club field trips. 
1. Bailey’s Nursery – Jan Hohn will talk to Sharon Satnik and they will contact Baileys for information about scheduling a field trip.
2. Hidden Springs Peony Farm – not enough time to make arrangements.   Will consider for the future.
3. Arboretum – Mary Wolff will investigate opportunities.   Suggestions included a picnic on site, box lunch from the arboretum.

It’s too expensive to arrange bus transportation.  Car pooling is suggested. 
Details will be sent out when arrangements for any field trip has been finalized. 

NEW BUSINESS
PLANT SALE
1.  Leslie reports there are enough volunteers
2. Bookmarks with Club membership information will be made available at the Plant Sale.  Sue Stein will check with Beth Ritchie about their location and quantity.  
3.  Membership at the sale – for any new member joining at the sale, they will pay $20 for a year and half membership or through 2026.  The membership forms need to completed, brought to the cashiers and the fee paid the day of the sale.   
Nicole will relay all this information to the membership table, cashiers and volunteers the day of the sale. 
4.   Garden Helper Vouchers will not be offered this year as there are no volunteers.   
5.  Much discussion about changing the date for future Plant Sales.   
     PRO’s
· it would not coincide with the Master Gardens Sale which has prohibited some of our members from participating at our sale. 
    CON’s
· A week later could be an issue with Memorial day.
· A week later could interfere with delivery dates from vendors. 
· A week earlier would be the same weekend as the Friends Sale, but this may not be an issue since our sale is more a neighborhood sale, adequate parking and there is no waiting in line.  
· A week earlier would be less time to harden off tomatoes. 
The general consensus was to not change the sale date.  It will remain the Saturday after Mother’s day.   The price for the tomatoes will be increased to $5 for all tomato varieties.    Laurel has new categories for the tomatoes in an attempt to help our customers understand the different kinds.  

GARDEN PARTY
Sue Klevan has asked that an announcement be made asking for volunteers to help her with the Garden Party.    This will be done at the next Club meeting on May 19th. 

OTHER BUSINESS
Nicole shared a communication from a Senior Living facility in St. Paul.   They were asking if our Club would be interested in creating a garden at their facility.   The Co-Presidents will contact the facility for more information but the general consensus was that this was a project our Club would not be able to take on.   It was suggested they contact the Master Gardener program or the professional gardeners that are Club members.

Motion by Sue Stein to adjourn the meeting.  2nd by Julie Hally.  All in favor.  Motion passes. 
Meeting adjourned at 8:56 PM by Co-President Jodie Carlson. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Brenda Severson, Secretary



