THE ROCHESTER GAY MEN’S CHORUS PRESENTS

HOCHSTEIN PERFORMANCE HALL

SATURDAY MARCH 19TH & SUNDAY MARCH 20TH
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Get ready.
You'e gettin
your hair back.

Your own healthy hair. Your own confident look.
NeoGraft Hair Replacement is the most advanced
technology there is, and it’s finally here in Rochester.
NeoGraft offers litde discomfort, quick recovery

time and a completely natural looking result. We
place your own healchy follicle exactly where you
want it.

It’s that simple.

Actual Helendale

pucaiils  TheHair &incel at
Ay

Helendale Dermatology & Medical Spa
500 Helendale Rd ~ Suite 100
Rochester 585.266.5420

% www.HairCenteratHelendale.com

Call us to design your personal travel experience.
We have traveled the world, and$o can you, with our help.

(7 WanZile

Call Glen Skalny at (585) 244-8430 or email glen@vanzile.com

N
or visit ourwebsite at www.vanzile.com to book your getaway!

2 Travel Servies




A LETTER FROM THE'CHAIR

Welcome to this weekend’s performance of Elton, the Rochester Gay Men’s
Chorus tribute to gay icon and legendary singer, songwriter, pianist, composer,
and philanthropist Sir Elton John.This concert has been over two years in the
making.

The Chorus started rehearsing in January 2020 to perform Elton in March of
that year but the Covid shutdown struck. COVID was still hanging over us

in March 2021, so we looked to the future again. Now this most rehearsed
concert in the history of the Chorus is finally upon us!

Our performance this weekend is brought to you through the generosity of
Trillium Health. We are thrilled to have with us Dr William Valenti who has been
on the front lines of AIDS research in the greater Rochester area from the early
days of the HIV/AIDS crisis and is still actively involved in finding a cure for
HIV/AIDS today.

Tonight’s featured artist, Sir Elton John, has also been a major supporter of
HIV/AIDS research and the hunt for a cure. Sir Elton established the Elton
John AIDS Foundation in 1992, after the death of Ryan White in 1990. Since
then, the foundation has become one of the leading independent AIDS
organizations in the world and their mission is “to be a powerful force in the end
to the AIDS epidemic.”

Now, 808 days since the first rehearsal, the Rochester Gay Men’s Chorus is
pleased and excited to bring to you the songs of Sir Elton John.

Enjoy the show.

Robert Neale Theodore W Smith
Board Chair Chair Emeritus
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Proud Supporter of the Rochester Gay
Men’s Chorus and their Mission

Robert Neale pre—r

Licensed Real Estate Salesperson, REALTOR® [B
) ) ) annan o

Platinum, President’s Council and

Real Estate Services

0O: 585.347.1810

robertneale@howardhanna.com
robertneale.howardhanna.com

ROClg,

Homes

at Howard Hanna Real Estate Services

Call, text or email me!
2055 Empire Blvd. | Webster, NY 14580
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Matthew “Flneig, MD |

Famuly Medicine

=l e

Office: (585) 270-8971
1736 East Ridge Road |
Rochester, NY 14622 |

Caring for entire families . . .
Pediatrics, adult patients, and OB

Congratulations to the RGMC
on its continued contributions
to music & entertainment

for the communaty.



Welcome to ELTON! The RGMC has been
waiting for two years to share this with
you, our beloved audience and
supporters. When the world shut down

in March 2020, we were a couple weeks
away from presenting this, but now... to
paraphrase a song we’re offering this
weekend... THE BITCHES ARE BACK!

You will enjoy dancing by our own
Rochettes, under the choreographic
genius of Jamie Lee Porteus. You'll enjoy
music from The Teddy Bears, the elite
auditioned ensemble of the RGMC. They
are newly under the direction of Associate
Music Director, and brilliant pianist, Alex
Kuczynski.

The full chorus will offer music and message with <gasp> choreography.
Yes, we are adding extensive choral-orgraphy to the menu! We are also
expanding our horizons by singing many selections from memory. There
are so many exciting new things on the way for your RGMC. I'm
honored you chose to Tend your time with us for ELTON!

Webst T D

Wilson Southerland
Artistic Director

In Memory of Rob Sweeney...

' | The RGMC would like to thank

‘ Jerry Estes for his generous
donation of a Yamaha NU1 Upright
Piano. The piano belonged to
Jerry's partner Rob Sweeney who
passed away in May 2018.

! The chorus has set up the piano in
the office and will be using it for
sectionals and small group
rehearsals.

Thank you, Jerry, for you continued support!
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IS A PROUD SPONSOR OF THE
ROCHESTER GAY MeN'sS CHORUS.
SING LOUD, SING PROUD.

670 UNIVERSITY AvVENUE
ROCHESTER, NEW YORK 1H&507
585-271-6930

PROTECT YOUR
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PREP DAILY TO PREVENT Hiv

yTrillium HEALTH
585.454.PREP
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APE - CANARY

ROCHESTER - NEW YORK

RELAX. REVIVE.

585.490.9401

+

www.ApeAndCanary.com

266 East Avenue Rochester, New York




DIGNITY-INTEGRITY

An LBGT Christian community rooted in the
Roman Catholic and Episcopal Traditions

Sunday Liturgy at Spm
Historic Two 5aint’s Church
77 $- Fitzhugh Street,
Rochester, NY 14674
585-234-5092 info-line
di-Rochester-org

Third
o @ Presbyterian
Church

Seeking the Light

Third Church worship
is both traditional and
transforming.

Visit us soon!

3 4 Meigs Street,
Y g -SRI _ . S Rochester, NY, 14607
585-271-6537

Welcome h e re' thirdpresbyterian.org

@thirdchurchROC




PEOPLE WHO, MAKE IT AUL -
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RGMC BOARD: : OPERATIONS STAFF:

Robert Neale, Chair Jim Janssen, Operations Director
Jeffrey Elsenheimer, Jr., Vice Chair : Shane Allen, Graphic Design

Bill Miller, Treasurer ¢ Kennan Beckstrand, Marketing Director

Daniel Reeder, Secretary R. Blaine Cox, Media Coordinator

Kevin Berry, Member at Large

Sam Beach, Member at Large : PRODUCTION STAFF:
Bob Caruso, Member at Large : Wilson Southerland, Music Director/

: Conductor
. Elier Ruiz, Production Stage Manager

: Jamie Lee Porteus, Choreographer
ARTISTIC STAFF: : Cat Hardesty, CT Sign Language

Wilson Southerland, Artistic Director Interpreter
Alex Kuszinski, Associate Music Director
Nicholas Williams, Artistic Director

Emeritus

Dick Madden, Member at Large

Mission Statement:
The Rochester Gay Men’s Chorus creates social change through excellence in the choral arts.

Vision Statement:

+ We, the members of the Rochester Gay Men’s Chorus, unite proudly to seek a better world
for ourselves, our community, and for our nation by sowing the seeds of harmony through
the universal language of music. + We sing for ourselves to make glorious music with friends
who experience the world as we do and who share our joy in standing together. < We sing for
our sisters and brothers in the gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender community to embody
pride, family, and a sense of home. « We sing for our friends and supporters who join with us
to rebuke ignorance and prejudice. « We sing for those unknown and unseen, awakening to
who they are, in closets of oppression, or in search of community, that they may see our faces
and hear our joy and know that the night is not forever and that there are friends and brothers
to light their way and to welcome them home.

In Memoriam: Chuck Mathewson

Ariel John DiPrima Peter Nickles
David Ammering Jeffrey Freeland John Owen
Jacqueline Archer Tom Glasow Paul Pape
Gary Bauer Bob Giriffith David Pellow
Stephen Berds Paul Kelly Bob See

Tom Carr Charlie Kruppenbacher Jim Siciliano
Steven Chabot Chuck Lundeen William A Smith
Bill Coleman Edward “Ted” Lyons Bob Titus

Bob DeGrandchamp Stanley Malinowski Del Titus
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Watch for chorus members coming around the
auditorium with what could be your winning ticket for
any number of fantastic prizes!

Tickets are 5 for $1, 25 for $5, 125 for $20.

N2 | GENESEE VALLEY
[ale:\| Councilon the Arts

This project is made possible with funds from the Statewide Community Re-grants
Program, a re-grant program of the New York State Council on the Arts with the
support of The Office of the Governor and the New York State Legislature and
administered by the Genesee Valley Council on the Arts.
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First Tenor Baritone
Robert Caruso Evan Church The Teddy Bears
Cory Cummings David Clinton Sam L. Beach
Kole Johnson Peter House Eﬁlt?\Zilll_'eoruse
Terry Quataert Michael Kiba Daniel Reeder
Daniel Reeder Robert S. Dennis W.
Dennis W. Parsons Rosenbaum
Rosenbaum* Sean Scott Nicholas Schramm
Lazarus Watts Yu Yin Tsang Jorge Yacila
John Villani .
Second Tenor John Yavonditte Algir?(ﬁggzﬁgki
Sam L. Beach
Kevin Berry Bass
Jeffrey Kennan Eg? RCochet.tes
. x y Cummings
Elsenheimer Jr. Beckstrand Tony Jagla
Ronald S. Marty Green Robert S. Parsons
Herman Tony Jagla Steven Price
David C. Knoll Rob Keefe Terry Quataert
Dick Madden Bill Miller Jorge Yacila
Nicholas Steven Randell Choreographers
Schramm James Tavolaro Jamie Lee Porteus
David M. Charles Weber Donna Brett
Skinner* Jorge Yacila

*Section Leader

**Membership
Concerns Chair

CONTACT US TODAY TO FIND YOUR NEXT SPACE!

STERN .

¢ Residential

e Commercial

properties
owner - developer \
274 Goodman St N, Rochester, NY 14607

e Village Gate

(585)442-9061



THE ROCHESIER GAY MEN'S CHORUS FRESENTS

LLTON!

Rochester Gay Men’s Chorus

Goodbye Yellow Brick ROAd........cccccceerrrnssncermesssssmersssssmsessssssnmesssssssnsensessssnnnnes
Words and Music by Elton John and Bernie Taupin
Arr. David Monseur

The BitCh iS BaCK......ccciiiiirererinieers s nsssss s s s s s nnsnnns
Words and Music by Elton John and Bernie Taupin
Arr. Tim Sarsany

| Guess That’'s Why They Call It the Blues..........ccccvvivmmrrnnsimnrmnnsesensssesnn
Words and Music by Elton John, Bernie Taupin, and Davey Johnstone
Arr. David Monseur

Can You Feel the Love TONIght? .......ccccviiimrmnnnismsrmnnssssssssss s sssssesees
Music by Elton John, Lyrics by Tim Rice
Arr. Mac Huff
Candle in the WiNd ... s ssss e
Words and Music by Elton John and Bernie Taupin
Arr. Tim Sarsany
Your SONg.....coecrrrrnsunnns Words and Music by Elton John and Bernie Taupin
Arr. Stephen DeCesare

The Teddy Bears
1/ (] C- T Words and Music by Elton John and Bernie Taupin
Arr. Dennis W. Rosenbaum

The Rochettes

Saturday Night’s Alright For Fighting

**INTERMISSION***



THE ROCHESIER GAY MEN'S CHORUS FRESENTS

LLTON!

The Rochettes

The Teddy Bears

Daniel.........ccoouvevirunennn. Words and Music by Elton John and Bernie Taupin
Arr. David Monseur
Bob Parsons — Flute

Rochester Gay Men’s Chorus

Rocket Man.................. Words and Music by Elton John and Bernie Taupin
Arr. Tim Sarsany

Philadelphia Freedom . Words and Music by Elton John and Bernie Taupin
Arr. David Monseur

The One......eveeevvvnenne Words and Music by Elton John and Bernie Taupin
Arr. David Monseur

The Last Song.............. Words and Music by Elton John and Bernie Taupin
Arr. David Monseur

“I dedicate this to my mom, Shirley A. Quataert, who passed away recently.

She loved to sit in the front row and hear us sing.”

Terry Quataert

Crocodile Rock............ Words and Music by Elton John and Bernie Taupin
Arr. Tim Sarsany

WE CARE ABOUT YOUR FEEDBACK |CII%

Help us help you. We want to make your RGMC concert
experience fun and enjoyable. Please take a few
minutes to tell us your thoughts about today's concert.
As a “thanks”, you will be entered into a drawing for
2 season tickets for our 40th anniversary season.

=

Visit https://tinyurl.com/2dcf2yns or scan the QR Code.



The Official Rehearsal Space for
the RGMC

mmunity
hristian
Church

2647 Chili Avenue
Rochester, NY 14624

“Where everyone has a voice!”

“Wherever you are on life’s journey, you are
welcome here!”
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You shop. Amazon gives.

Already love Amazon? Select the RGMC as your charity
on Amazon Smile and a portion of your purchase will be
donated to the chorus at no additional cost to you!

Do YOU LIKE TO SING?

The chorus welcomes new singers and
previous members for the first rehearsal of
ROC’n Rainbow.

Voice placements will be held on Thursday
May 5, 2022 at 6:00 PM at Community
Christian Church 2647 Chili Avenue,
Rochester.

For more information, visit our website at:
www.THERGMC.org/join-us
or email newmember@thergmc.org

Beyond Welcoming
d Affirming

,,W

Metropolitan
Community Church

707 East Main Street Join us for Worship

Rochester, NY 14605 day at 10:30am

585-271-8478
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XD FI ST
, UmtedtMethodtst Church

1050 East Ave., Rochester, NY 14607

(585) 271-1050 | www.asburyfirst.org
www.asburyfirst.org



ARTISTIC STAFF

Wilson Southerland, Artisitc & Music Director / Conductor

Wilson is in demand throughout the U.S., Africa, Europe, and the
Middle East as pianist, conductor, coach, and educator. He made

his conducting debut to high acclaim with Philip Glass’s Les Enfants
Terribles at North Carolina Opera in 2012 and subsequently made his
NYC soon after.

Wilson has traveled the world as a pianist, coach, assistant conductor,
and recitalist at opera companies such as Opera Africa in Pretoria,
South Africa, the New Israeli Opera in Tel Aviv, Les Azuriales Opera in
France, Si Parla Si Canta in ltaly, AIMS-Graz in Austria, and the Royal
Opera House in Muscat, Oman. He was one of 24 singer/pianist duos
worldwide chosen to compete in the Wigmore Hall International Art
Song Competition in London. Stateside, Wilson was a principal coach at
Seattle Opera for 3 seasons, as well as an associate conductor/pianist at Gotham Chamber Opera
and Chelsea Opera (NYC), Opera Omaha, Des Moines Metro Opera, Opera Birmingham, Opera
Memphis, Spoleto USA, and the Mark Morris Dance Group.

He spends his summers as a principal conductor at The Ohio Light Opera. Wilson holds degrees in
piano from Vanderbilt University and The Juilliard School, and he is currently an Assistant Professor
of Opera at the Eastman School of Music.

Dr. Alex Kuczynski, Associate Music Director

Dr. Alex Kuczynski holds degrees from the Eastman School of Music
(MA and PhD, piano studies in the studio of Rebecca Penneys) and

{ Vassar College (BA in music and cognitive science). A collaborative

'l pianist since the age of twelve, Alex had an early career accompanying
4 in school choirs, music festivals and the church. Under real-time
pressure at a young age, he quickly sharpened a diverse set of
musical skills including sight reading, sight singing, playing an open

8 score, improvisation, music theory, and the coordination of timing

| and interpretation while playing with other musicians. In high school,
Alex competed in state-wide choral festivals as accompanist and won
awards at district, regional and all-state levels in Pennsylvania. He was
then employed as staff accompanist at Vassar and Nazareth Colleges
over the course of college and graduate school.

Currently, Alex serves as pianist, organist and music director at Trinity Emmanuel Lutheran
Church in Rochester, principal pianist and associate director of the Rochester Gay Men’s Chorus,
staff accompanist for the Geneseo Central School District, and freelance pianist for opera
singers, voice studios, and collegiate instrumental soloists. In addition to concert and church
accompanying, Alex also serves as pianist and music director for theater groups such as the

Off Monroe Players, Rochester Association of Performing Arts, The Lyric Theatre, the Geneseo
Community Players and more. Additionally, Alex continues to enjoy performing solo piano music
in a range of styles from the 17th - 21st centuries. An expert teacher in both music theory and
piano, Alex has served as Visiting Instructor of music theory at Nazareth College and previously
as Graduate Instructor at the Eastman School of Music during the length of his graduate studies,
where he taught the whole undergraduate music theory and aural musicianship curriculum.
Currently, in addition to performing and music directing, Alex teaches about 30 piano students of
all ages, providing a solid music education for individual pianists as they reach and exceed their
goals and dreams.

Catherine J. Hardesty, CT Sign Language Interpreter

Catherine “Cat” J. Hardesty is a Nationally Certified Interpreter

for the Deaf who joined RGMC as the Atrtistic Interpreter in 1999.
She is a freelance Community Interpreter, but her favorite venue

is music, especially with RGMC. She lives in Greece with her Life

d Partner, Robert Slater. Her son Christian and his wife Amber live in
Columbus, Ohio where they are both practicing attorneys, and are
the proud parents of their daughter Elana Paige!




? N
2 0 M NN T

AHEARTFELT;

THANK2YOULTO.0UR DONORS

On behalf of the Board of Directors, Staff and Members of the
Rochester Gay Men’s Chorus we would like to recognize and thank
our donors listed below. Over the past year we have relied on
¥_our continued support more than ever to keep the chorus running.
hank you for your generosity. A special thank you to Jim Moran on
establishing the James R Moran Endowment for the Rochester Gay
Men’s Chorus through the Rochester Area Community Foundation

(RACF.org).

Maestro ($2500 &
Over)
Jacqueline Archer
David Knoll
& David Skinner
Bruce & Sheron
Marche
Robert Neale
John Owen
Dennis Rosenbaum
& Bob Caruso

Conductor ($1000 -
$2499)
Dick Madden
Sally &
Jamie Whitbeck

Diva ($750 - $999)
Jim Janssen
& Carl Norcross

Crooner ($500 -

$749)

Al Carvill

KDJ Management

Norman Horton

Canandaigua National
Bank

John Williams

Patron ($250 - $499)
Kevin Berry
Mark Brewer
& Richard McGowan
David Clinton
Richard Connett
Ape & Canary
Carol & Dana
Ebersol-Weiss
Glenn Leavy
Tom Menzel
& Bob Owens
Genesee Co-Op FCU
Henry Schroeder
Max Stern
John Yavonditte
& Thom Hutchison

Prima ($125 - $249)

Jeffrey Elsenheimer Jr
& Lary Coia Jr

Jane Lee Sachs

Gary Sherwood

Mark Smith

Abigail Thomas

Mike Tiss
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Friends (Under $125)
Barbara Ames &

Nancy Kennedy
Fort Hill Liquor
Evelyn Bailey
Lon Baratz

& Joseph Arena
Ed Bartl
Adam Bello
Paul Bush

& Bruce Butler
Michael Carafos

& Mark Joseph
Lynne Charette

& Janet Swarthout
Morey

& Barbara DeMay
Valerie Dimino
Peter Elliott
Joanne

& Robert Everts
Pete Fedele
Patti Follansbee

& Roberta Majka
Rose Fox
Christine Fraser
Timothy Geen

& David Marshall

In Memory:

Bruce & Sheron
Marche - In
Memory of Michael
Aman

Sally & Jamie
Whitbeck — In
Memory of John
Owen

Susan Orr —In
Memory of Edward
“Ted” Lyon

Cindy German
Mark Goodenough
Kimberly Gorall
Carolyn Gorman
Howard

& Robert Green
John Giriffith &

Charlene Sherwood
Jeff Hathorn
Glenn Hellman
Katia lannacome
Carol Irvine
Lely Jenks
Robert Johnson

& H. Winn McCray
Janette Keenan
Terry Kelley
Darrell Lance
Kathleen Lee
Michael Longo

& Roger Parris
Mimi Lucey

& Wanda Barber
Coy Ludwig
Dennis Mazur
Joan McCormack
Joe McCrank
Steve Metildi

Carleen Alhart — In
Memory of Clarence
A Alhart

Michael Longo &
Roger Parris — In
memory of John
Owen

Joanne & David
Poland — In Memory
of Chuck Lundeen

Kristine Mich
Pat Moran
Thomas Mumey
Bob Parsons
Mary Jo

& Terry Popovici
Mendon Golf Club
Margaret

Quackenbush
Daniel Reeder
Eric Rodriguez
Don Rogers
Judy & Allan
Schwartz
Pete Scorsone
Mona Seghatoleslami
Sara Senour
Eric Shoen-Ukre
Ted Smith

& Marc Ellis Holland
Marcia Stern
Ann Tippett

& Mike Doolin
George Tsanis
Judy Weiderborner
Roger Weinstein

Mary Jo & Terry
Popovici — In
Memory of John
Owen

Mike Tiss — In
Memory of Michael
Fincham



CARAMELS,
TRUFFLES « HANDMADE

FOR EVERY

EET

HEDONIST

Artisan Chocolates

674 SOUTH AVENUE - DAILY 10AM-9PM
HEDONISTCHOCOLATES.COM

r\ HIGH FALLS TREE SERVICE

Tree and Landscape Services Rochester NY

P.O. Box 17107
Rochester, NY 14617
585.467.9310

HighFallsTreeSrv@hotmail.com
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M&T Bank
IS proud

o support

the LGBTQ+
Community.

M&I'Bank

Understanding what'’s important®

@ Equal Housing Lender.

©2018 M&T Bank. Member FDIC. mth.com

Saving/Checking
Auto Loans
Home Loans

Personal Loans
Financial Advice ¥

395 Gregory Street (Between Cliniéﬁ & Sduih)
www.genesee.coop ® 585-461-2230

Genesee Co-0p =

EQUAL HOUS!

@ % Federal Credit Union LENDER

P NI Ak -
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SATURDAY MAY 14TH:w’
& SUNDAY MAY 15TH &
® TICKETS: $15

www.THERGMC.0RG

Share the good news about your business with our suportive and dedicated
audience of 3000 plus.

Own a business? Consider advertising with the Rochester Gay Men’s Chorus.
Getting your business advertised in future concert programs, our online
newsletter, or on-screen at our performances has never been easier!

For information on placing an ad, visit us at www.thergmc.org
or call (585) 423-0650.




IS PROUDTO .
PARTNER WITH =

JOIN US AT ROAR AFTER THE SATURDAY CONCERT!

AFTER PARTY

NO COVER IF YOU SHOW YOUR
ELTON! TICKET OR PROGRAM!

621 CULVER ROAD | WWW.ROARROC.COM




