ROCHESTER GAY MENS CHORUS

Two Boys Kissing!

On Saturday, March 24" at 7:30pm, The Rochester
Gay Men’s Chorus will present the second concert of
their thirty-fifth season, Two Boys Kissing.

Based on David Leviathan’s Lambda Literary Award-
winning book, Joshua Shank’s Two Boys Kissing tells
the stories of two gay teenagers who attempt to break
the world record for the longest kiss, another young
couple falling in love, and a teen whose sexual
orientation is discovered by his conservative parents.
Called an “engaging piece of choral theatre,” Two
Boys Kissing will feature actors as the central
characters and narrators, as the chorus comments
upon the action. The work “is for anyone who's fallen
in love, for anyone who's been hurt by love, for
anyone who has lost a loved one, and for anyone who
still believes in love and still believes in hope.”

The themes of family, first love, identity, bravery,
belonging, and loss are central to this powerful work,
which will be a collaboration between the Rochester
Gay Men’s Chorus and Blackfriars Theatre.

Commissioned and performed by the Twin Cities Gay
Men’s Chorus for their 35" anniversary two years ago,
we are thrilled to be sharing this with the Rochester
Community for ours. Plus, on the night of the concert,
three other choruses (Philadelphia Gay Men’s Chorus,
Columbus Gay Men’s Chorus, and Gay Men’s Chorus
of South Florida) will be performing Two Boys Kissing

as well, but we’d prefer you come to our
performance!

Tickets are available at www.thergmc.org or by calling
(585) 423-0650. Tickets can also be purchased in
person at Equal=Grounds, Parkleigh, or from any
chorus member. Advance sale tickets are $8.00 for
children 12 and under, $17.00 for students and
seniors 60 and older, and $20.00 for adults. Tickets at
the door are $8.00 for children and $25.00 for all
others.

THe ROCHESTER GAY MEN'’S CHORUS
in collaboration with BLACKFRIARS THEATRE

Composed by

Joshua Shank

to a libretto by
David Leviathan

Hochstein Performance Hall
Saturday March 24, 7:30pm
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The Rochester Gay Men’s Chorus is thrilled to be
able to continue to realize its mission statement
out in the community by participating in varied
and important events in and out of Rochester.

On Friday, March Z"d, the Rochester Gay Men’s Chorus
appeared at First Baptist Church of Rochester as part of
their Community Concert Series. The Chorus was thrilled
to bring out some of our greatest hits and to give a short
sneak preview of Two Boys Kissing.

We revisited pieces written by Rochester natives and
friends of the chorus Jeff Wilson (“l Close My Eyes”) and
Mark Alan DeWaters (“Names”), the gorgeous “If You
Only Knew” from Through a Glass, Darkly, a few hits
from our Queen concert, and also selections from Two
Boys Kissing including “Song for That Kid Out There,”
“Song for Our Parents,” and “Make More Than Dust.”

After the performance, we enjoyed a meet-the-artists
reception, featuring wonderful goodies and a wonderful
opportunity to connect with new people —and new fans.

Follow us on Twitter!
@rocgaychorus
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GALA Leadership Symposium 2018

Every year the Gay and Lesbian Association of Choruses
(GALA Choruses) holds a leadership symposium for Artistic
Directors, Chorus Managers, Boards of Directors, and
Singers. This year, the Symposium was held February 16™-
18" in Orlando, Florida and featured workshops on
fundraising, programming, community engagement,
management best practices, and other important aspects of
chorus leadership. Singing delegates may participate in

workshops on vocal production and singing technique as
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well as organizational skill-building.

The Rochester Gay Men’s Chorus sent their Artistic Director
and Business Manager so that they could exchange ideas
and learn from other directors and managers in the GALA
Choruses network of almost 200 member choruses.
Favorite workshops included the TTBB Repertoire Reading
Sessions, Audience Developments, Trends in Digital
Advertising, and even Managing High-Maintenance
Members!

Affordable & Accessible

www.renewing-ma ssage.com

Colin Coffey LMT
585.709.6725

Share the gift of 2 Renewing Massage!

Gift Certificates available at $50 for one hour,
and $85 for 90 minutes of massage.
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KEYNOTES is the official newsletter of the Rochester Gay Men’s Chorus and is published three times a year. The RGMC is solely re-

sponsible for its editorial content.

KEYNOTES is a collaboration of several talented people. To place an advertisement, contact the RGMC at the chorus office at (585)

423-0650. Reproduction of editorial or photo-graphic content without consent of the Rochester Gay Men’s Chorus is strictly prohibit-
ed. Copyright 2018 RGMC Inc., 121 N. Fitzhugh St. #315, Rochester, NY 14614-1214, (585) 423-0650

Privacy Statement: The RGMC is very concerned with keeping your personal information private. The RGMC will not share or

sell personal information to any third party.




Patti LuPone: Don’t Monkey with Broadway!

Featuring member of the Rochester Gay Men’s Chorus

On Sunday, April 29" at 8pm in Kodak Hall at Eastman
Theatre, twenty-one members of the Rochester Gay
Men’s Chorus will be onstage singing with Broadway
legend Patti LuPone as she presents Don’t Monkey with
Broadway!

Singer and actress Patti LuPone’s storied career in
Broadway and Hollywood has spanned over four
decades. A fireball of talent and a musical force to be
reckoned with, Patti LuPone is one of the greatest
performers in modern musical theater. Since
establishing herself with a Tony Award-winning
performance as Andrew Lloyd Webber’s Evita, she has
impressed audiences and critics alike in Les Miserables
Sunset Boulevard, Sweeney Todd and Gypsy (for which

The RGMC is offering the opportunity for you to
sponsor a song during any performance.

For a tax-deductible donation of $250, sponsorship

will allow you select a song from an upcoming show

and include a personalized message to be featured
next to the song in the program.

To sponsor a song, contact us at song@thergmc.org
or (585) 423-0650.

Get ready. =
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NeoGraft Hair Replacement is the most advanced
technology there is, and it’s finally here in Rochester.
NeoGraft offers livde discomfort, quick recovery
time and a completely natural looking resule. We
place your own healthy follicle exactly where you
want it.

[t’s that simple.
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she won another Tony Award in 2008).

In Don’t Monkey with Broadway, two-time Tony Award
winner Patti LuPone explores how her life-long love
affair with Broadway began and her concern for what
the Great White Way is becoming today, through
indelible interpretations of classic Broadway show
tunes by the likes of Richard Rodgers, Lorenz Hart, Jule
Styne, Stephen Schwartz, Charles Strouse, Leonard
Bernstein, Stephen Sondheim, Cole Porter and Irving
Berlin. The show was conceived and directed by Scott
Wittman with musical direction by Joseph Thalken.

Tickets are available at eastmantheatre.org/events/

» patti-lupone/

Difterent, Together.

We are intentionally different,
caring for your health together
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services to our patients. ‘

And now it’s time

we cared for you.

(585) 545-7200 | 259 Monroe Ave at Monroe Square | www.trilliumhealth.org




About Two Boys Kissing

From the liner notes to the CD recording of the first performance of Two Boys Kissing

Composer Joshua Shank:

When | first sat down to read the source material for this
piece, | was stunned at how beautiful the framing device
worked in terms of compellingly telling the stories of the
various boys. That idea —a Greek chorus of gay men who
lost their lives during the AIDS crisis — seemed so simple and
elegant that | couldn’t believe that | hadn’t heard of a story
being told in that way before. This is the brilliance of David
Levithan and, if you haven’t read the book already, you
should rundon’twalk to your local library and check it out. |
remember reading it in my neighborhood coffee shop in
Austin and being moved to tears multiple times. | adore this
book. In fact, | actually own two copies and have bought
several more for friends.

Adapting it into a choral opera for the Twin Cities Gay Men’s
Chorus was a labor of love by a huge group of people. My
thanks to the entire production team, especially my co-
librettist, Eric Grant, who worked with me over many
months to adapt David’s novel into something we thought
would be appropriate for this audience. Thank you also to
the engraver who worked on the final score and parts. Ben
Stonaker, as well as my husband, Robert, who gave me a
few lines of beautiful poetry you’ll hear on this recording
and basically lived Two Boys Kissing with me over the past
year. However, chief among the people that have my
unending gratitude are David, for giving us his beautiful
story to play with, and Ben Riggs [Artistic Director of the
Twin Cities Gay Men’s Chorus], who saw an opportunity to
create something hopeful. In the LGBT community there are
a lot of sad stories we can tell but, as Harvey said, “You
gotta give ‘em hope!”

WHERE ROCHESTER MEN
GOTO GET AWAY!

.. .. -’
2017 Season Begins May 4th!
ALL-MALE GAY CAMPING - DMLY 75 MINS FROM ROCHESTER
Cabins - RV Sites - Tent Sites
Bunkh Guest H Rental RVs
- Different themed weekends,

outside entertainers, dances,
specials — all on our website

* Full-service Cafe (woekends)

Recervations goiy fast! Book fofsy!

Jeff Heine, Executive Director of Twin Cities Gay Men’s
Chorus:

35 years ago, on May 15 and 16, 1981, the first fifty-
something members of what was then the Twin Cities
Men’s Chorus performed for the first time. It was a time
when the gay community was finding its voice, its strength,
its own self-acceptance. Three weeks later, on June 5, 1981,
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention published a
report describing cases of severe immune deficiency in five
young, previously healthy gay men in Los Angeles. By the
end of 1981, after we performed our first holiday concert, a
total of 270 cases of severe immune deficiency would have
been reported and 121 of those individuals would have
already died. It is just coincidence that Twin Cities Gay
Men’s Chorus was born so close to the start of the
epidemic. We just wanted to get together because we
wanted to sing. We found strength from bigotry and
discrimination. We formed a community. We supported
each other when our community had no other voice, or at
least a voice that people wanted to hear.

Today, we fulfill our community building mission in many
ways. One of these is the commissioning of new music for
the LGBT choral movement. | am so proud of our new work
Two Boys Kissing. The Chorus plays the role of the narrators
of Two Boys Kissing: the first generation of men who died of
AIDS. This Greek chorus tells the story, just as they do in
David Levithan’s novel, marveling in wonderment at a world
that they could not have envisioned 35 years ago. Two Boys
Kissing allows us as a Chorus to come full circle, back to the
events that drove the first of strength and growth in our
organization. It brings the discussion of AIDS back to the
forefront in the context of a story about today’s LGBT
youth. It is a fitting conclusion to our 35t season, and a
promise of things to come.

INVEST IN YOUR HEALTH.

* MEDICAL MASSAGE
* SWEDISH/RELAXATION

* SPORTS MASSAGE

@

LICENSED MASSAGE THERAPIST

CALL TODAY 585.507.7291
1410 Monroa Ave. Rochesier NY 14418

www.rjimt.m ass agetheropy .com




35 years of RGMC—Act 2: From Founding to Today

Three decades since the founding of the Rochester Gay
Men’s Chorus, it has grown to over forty voices raised
in song, entertaining thousands over the years with
unique musical talent.

Founding member Nicholas Williams served as director
of the Chorus between 1983-2007, and the RGMC was
also directed by original conductor Kent Peterson, Dr.
bruce d. mcclung, Dr. Stanley Malinowski, Dr. Theodore
F. Ashizawa, Robert S. Parsons, Lee Wright, and current
Artistic Director, Dr. Robert Strauss, who has served
since 2009. Each director brought with them a passion
and unique concert season which has brought the
Chorus across Rochester and even outside of it. Past
performances have been held in the Hochstein School
of Music, the Eisenhart Auditorium, the Chamber of
Commerce, the Image Out Film Festival, Marriage
Equality of Downtown Rochester, SUNY Geneseo,

East Avenue Storage
offers the best
storage in
Rochester, NY!

We're located right across from the
Rochester Museum and Science Center.

630 East Ave
Rochester, NY 14607
(585) 244-8777

East Avenue Storage

Proudly meeting the unique needs
of our community

Wills = Trusts = Powers of Attorney
Living Wills = Health Care Proxies

Estate Administration = Guardianships

Medicaid Planning & Applications

340 Packetts Landing

Fairport, NY 14450 a85-230-6298

todd@guslawfirm.com
www.guslawfirm.com

Rochester Riverside Convention Center, among others.

The Chorus also participates in exchange concerts with
choruses in Buffalo, Syracuse, Detroit, Philadelphia,
Toronto, Vancouver, Pittsburgh, Cleveland, and
Karlsruhe, Germany.

The RGMC has shared not only its voice with the
Rochester community, but its time as well. Members of
the chorus are active members of the community,
volunteering to staff telephones for WXXI TV
membership drives, collecting food for the AIDS
Rochester food cupboard, donating the poinsettia
plants used to decorate the hall during concerts to
those living with HIV and AIDS and volunteering with
Image Out and the Out Alliance.

448 E. Brighton Avenue
Syracuse, NY 13210
www.redgymmensclub.com
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A Heartfelt Thank You to all of our Donors

On behalf of the Board of Directors, Staff and Members of the Rochester Gay Men’s Chorus we would like to

thank all of our donors listed below for their generous support during the past twelve months.

Donors who have contributed to our 500 at 35 Anniversary Fundraising Campaign are indicated with an *

Maestro ($1000 & Over)

Jacqueline Archer

Bob Caruso & Dennis
Rosenbaum

Colin Coffey & Michael
Brundage - Renewing
Massage

Norman Horton in Honor of
Chuck Lundeen and John
Williams*

Jim Janssen & Carl Norcross*

David Knoll & David Skinner*

Chuck Lundeen & John
Williams*

John Owen*

Trillium Health

Diva ($750 - $999)
H Darrell Lance*

Crooner ($500 - $749)

Mark Brewer & Richard
McGowan*

GALA Choruses*

Robert Neale

Terry Quataert & Dennis Foley

Marvin E Ritzenthaler & Steven
A Jarose*

Stephen Smith

Tom Wahl & Glen Skalny*

John Yavonditte & Thom
Hutchison*

Patron ($250 - $499)

Barbara Ames & Nancy Kennedy

David Champlin & Frank Hanzel

Richard Connett

Marc Ellis Holland & Theodore
W Smith*

Robert & Howard Green*

H. Winn McCray

Dee Miller & Kris Hunt*

Joe Morelle JR

Marilyn Mould

John Stevens

Dr Bill Valenti

David W.S. & Fernelle R.

Philip Warner

Jamie & Sally Whitbeck

Prima ($125 - $249)

Anonymous

Evelyn Bailey

Lon Baratz*

Susan Costello

Giuseppe Erba & Mark
Pierzynski*

Joanne Everts*

Freewheelers Bicycle Shop in
Memory of Bobby Moore

Timothy G Geen & David B
Marshall

Carolyn Gorman*

Michael Kusovich & Steven
Brewer*

Diance & Gerald Macaluso in
Honor of Bob Parsons*

Noreen Mastro & Arlene
Sherman

Chris McCormack*

Joan McCormack

Thomas Menzel*

Milli Piccione*

Vera Powley*

Richard & Shirley Quataert

James Rood*

John Rutkowski*

Henry Schroeder

Judy & Al Schwartz*

Mark A Smith*

Friend (Under $125)

Paul D Allen & David C Quick*

Father John A Andrews*

Anonymous

Anonymous*

Eugen & Karen Baer

Mary C Barrett

Gerry Bateman In Memory of
Peter Schragle*

Nancy Beck

Kennan T Beckstrand*

Ron Berry & Mike Touhey*

Marcia Betlem

Darla Blair

Shirley Bowen & Tracy Perkins*

Lee Bower

Tom Burke*

Friend (continued)

Jennifer Caccavale*

Mary & Paul Callaway*

Jeneva Champion*

Chuck Collins*

George E Cunic

David Curran*

Douglas Deeley*

Wanda DeFiore & Sue Yaniga

Kenneth Dodgson In Memory of
Sally Lewis Dodgson*

Charles Dorland*

Peter Elliott In Honor of Ted
Smith

Peter Elliott*

Jeff Elsenheimer Jr. & Lary
Coia Jr.*

Ryan Erdmier

Dr. Douglas A Feldman*

Christine Fendley

Hon. Sandra L Frankel*

Christine Fraser

Friends of Bob and Dennis

Randall Fulton*

Cindy German

Mark Goodenough

Todd Gustafson*

Joseph Hartnett-Hughes*

Robert Heminway

Herman Family - In honor of Ron
Herman & Steven Price*

Al & Janet Herman

Lisa Hokula*®

Michael Holden & David Merritt*

Peter House & Michael Hannen*

Katia lannacome In Memory of
Norris Minard*

Linda Krehling

Joyce Kessel & Leanna Manna

Mark Lawson

Michael Longo & Roger Parris

Coy Ludwig

Roberta Majka*

Jeff Markarian & Bruce Vair*

Jacki Marthinsen

Elina Mavromatis

Dennis Mazur

Maria McBride in Honor of Gerry
Nowak*

Friend (continued)

bruce d mcclung & Jerry
DeFilipps*

Stephen Metildi

Connie Miles

David Minchella & Roger Feistel

Pat Moran

Sam Nicolosi

Glenn Nixon

Nancy Pearce*

Thomas Petrillo & William
Reamy

David & Joanne Poland

Paula Popper

Steven Price & Norm Geil*

Peggy Quackenbush*

Larry Quinsland*

Edward & Sandra Ranalli

Robert Read & Thomas Orsini

Donald Rogers

Janelee Sachs*

Kirby Santillo

Richard W Sarkis

Linda Schriever

Schuber Liquor Store

Sara Senour In Honor Of Jorge
Yacila*

Charlene Sherwood & John
Griffith

Eleanor Siegfried*

Frances Z and William A Smith*

Anne E Sprout*

Laurie Strauss

Bud Strohmeyer*

Shawn Taylor*

Ann Tippett & Mike Doolin*

Kathy Vernam & Jean Kearse*

Cyril Waugh & Dale Hampton*

Lauren Wetzelberg*

Peter Woods

Bruce C. Woolley*
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121 N Fitzhugh ST #315
Rochester, NY 14614-1214

ROCBITICR GBY IEONT CHO&US

v f‘%“‘x

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

The RGMC presents MISCAST!

Sometimes things are so wrong they’re right, right?

Join us on Saturday, April 21° at 7:30pm or Sunday, April 22™

at 3pm at Blackfriars Theatre and we’ll show you what we
mean!

Just because the theatre world says these guys can’t be Glin-
da in her bubble, Maria on her mountain, or Evita on her bal-
cony, doesn’t mean that we can’t enjoy their amazing talent
on songs that were originally intended to be sung by female
characters.

Twenty members of the Rochester Gay Men’s Chorus will de-
light you with songs from South Pacific, Wicked, The Color
Purple, Funny Girl, Ragtime, Bye Bye Birdie, Guys and Dolls,
Fiddler on the Roof and many, many more!

Advance sale tickets for $12.00 are available online at
www.thergmc.org. Tickets at the door are $15.00
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