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My Favorite Things!

Classical chestnuts and songs about waltzing, hot men students) and available online or at the door.

in flannel and plenty of schmaitzing, Rochettes for Bring an unwrapped toy for our annual toy drive to

dancing and drummers and kings . .. these are afew  penefit the Rochester Area Interfaith Hospitality

of my favorite things! Or, at least, some of our Network (see more elsewhere in this issue)!
favorite things in the first Rochester Gay Men’s Chorus

concert of the 2017-2018 season on Saturday,
December 16™ at 7:30pm and Sunday,
December 17" at 3:00pm at Hochstein
Performance Hall, 50 North Plymouth Avenue.

Ring in the New Year with everyone’s favorite

classics to pop tunes and everything in between, =
the RGMC will be joined by the Flower City Pride -
Band, and Rochester local and friend of the

RGMC, Thomas Warfield. We look forward to
celebrating the holiday season with all of you!

Tickets are available at www.thergmc.org or by
calling (585) 423-0650. Tickets can also be
purchased in person at Equal=Grounds,
Parkleigh, or from any chorus member.
Advance sale tickets are $8.00 for children 12

and under, $17.00 for students and seniors 60 b - ol DAY DECEMBER 17, 3PM E:. <.
and older, and $20.00 for adults. Tickets at the it theR -‘M\:OI'Q for ticket II‘IfOf mation
door are $8.00 for children and $25.00 for all e *

others.

Season tickets are still $45 ($40 for seniors and



RGMC Out On The Town
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The Rochester Gay Men’s Chorus is thrilled to be

able to continue to realize its mission statement

out in the community by participating in varied

and important events in and out of Rochester.

On Thursday, June 7" the Rochester Gay Men’s Chorus
appeared at the annual conference of the New York State
Association for College Admission Counseling at SUNY
Geneseo. The chorus gave a preview of some of the songs for
its June 17" We Will Rock You concert and highlights from our
June 2™ and 3" performances of Miscast to a VERY
enthusiastic audience.

The RGMC participated in PRIDE events again this past July.
At the opening ceremonies on Friday, July 14™ at Cobbs Hill
Park, the chorus sang “l Want to Break Free” and “Bridge
Over Troubled Water.” The next day, the chorus marched in
the parade alongside members of the Rochester Women'’s
Community Chorus, then performed crowd-favorites “Fat-
Bottomed Girls,” “Bridge Over Troubled Water,” “Make
Them Hear You,” and “Crazy Little Thing Called Love.”

The RGMC appeared for the third time as part of Asbury Tent
Week, this time for their Diversity Day. The chorus not only
performed some of their signature pride repertoire, but
included a group sing-along of “We Shall Overcome.” The
crowd was thrilled to hear us, and was even more excited to
sing along with us!

On Saturday, September 16" the Rochester Gay Men’s
Chorus sang the National Anthem at a Veteran Suicide
Prevention Awareness Event at the American Legionin
Ontario, New York. The event, which also featured SAGE
Rochester, an organization that provides advocacy & services
for LGBT Elders, was organized by Rochester Pride 2017
Grand Marshall, Wanda Martinez-Johncox, who works for
Veterans Affairs in Canandaigua.

Matthew Fleig, MD

Family Medicine

Office: (585) 270-8971
1736 East Ridge Road
Rochester, NY 14622

Caring for entire families . . .
Pediatrics, adult patients, and OB

Congratulations to the RGMC
on its continued contributions
to music < entertainment

Jfor the communaty.

Mr. Jean G. Thibodeau, CPA

31 Putting Green Lane
Penfield, NY 14526
585-586-6160

For all your Tax and Accounting
needs:

“Call the Gay CPA”

Over 20 years experience

Saving/Checking
Auto Loans
Home Loans

Personal Loans

Financial Advice

395 Gregory Street (Between Cllnton & South)
www.genesee.coop ® 585-461-2230

@% Genesee Co-0p =

uuuuuu

Federal Credit Union LENDER




EDONIST

Artisan Chocolates
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Visit our kitchen and retail location

674 South Avenue

Open M-W and F 12-6pm, Th 12-3:30pm
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www.hedonistchocolates.com 585.355.7913

INVEST IN YOUR HEALTH.

= MEDICAL MASSAGE
= SWEDISH/RELAXATION

= SPORTS MASSAGE

@ LICEMSED MASSAGE THERAPIST

CALL TOMAY 585 5077291
1410 Monra Ava. Rochesier WY 14418

wwwrjimt.m s ggetheropy.com

Affordable & Accessible

www.renewing-massage.com

Colin Coffey LMT
585.709.6725

Share the gift of a Renewing Massage!

Gift Certificates available at $50 for one hour,
and $85 for 90 minutes of massage.
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LGBT Affirming

Professional. Building \
Relaxing Environment
~near Equal=Grounds

728 South Ave. Rochester, NY
colincoffey@renewing-massage.com

Follow us on Twitter!
@rocgaychorus

sponsible for its editorial content.

sell personal information to any third party.

KEYNOTES is the official newsletter of the Rochester Gay Men’s Chorus and is published three times a year. The RGMC is solely re-

KEYNOTES is a collaboration of several talented people. To place an advertisement, contact the RGMC at the chorus office at (585)
423-0650. Reproduction of editorial or photo-graphic content without consent of the Rochester Gay Men’s Chorus is strictly prohibit-
ed. Copyright 2017 RGMC Inc., 121 N. Fitzhugh St. #315, Rochester, NY 14614-1214, (585) 423-0650

Privacy Statement: The RGMC is very concerned with keeping your personal information private. The RGMC will not share or




Seventh Annual RGMC Holiday Toy Drive

During our holiday concerts on December 16 and 17, hope to exceed
we will be collecting donations of toys for our seventh  our 2016 drive

annual Toy Drive for the Rochester Area Interfaith of 50 toys. We
Hospitality Network (RAIHN). will accept
RAIHN is a nonprofit, interfaith organization that new, q
assists homeless families to achieve sustainable unwrsppe h
independence by supporting them with tailored toysh rlt?:g tto
services, including shelter, food, personalized case our holiday
concert on

management services, and a diverse network of caring
volunteers. In 2016, RAIHN provided 4,345 total bed
nights serving 33 families including 60 children.

December 16
and 17, 2017.

We are excited to help brighten the holiday season of
Thank you in advance for your donation! This year, we those in need with your Contribution' as well as
birthdays throughout the year.

LUNCH at

| 282 alexander street |
o x menu featuring

LATIN KITCHEN - COCKTAIL PARLOR - SOCIAL ROUSE NelE ¢ Al

STARTING at NOON /HOh TIRTILA
TUESDAY - SATURDAY /01 T AT VG
we have parking | we host events

585.287.6933 . crandstone.com . sxanditone@gmailcom

Get ready.

You'e gettin
your hair bac%(

Your own healthy hair. Your own confident look.
NeoGraft Hair Replacement is the most advanced
technology there is, and it’s finally here in Rochester.
NeoGraft offers litde discomfort, quick recovery
time and a completely natural looking result. We

place your own healthy follicle exactly where you
want it.

It’s that simple.

Actual Helendale

NeoGraft Hair &
Replacement Patient. T}le Halr CCDtCl‘ at
: Helendale Dermatology & Medical Spa
500 Helendale Rd ~ Suite 100

= Rochester 585.266.5420

\/ www.HairCenteratHelendale.com

Difterent, Together.

We are intentionally different,
caring for your health together.

For over 30 years we've alls

provided primary care T I I m
services to our patients. rl Iu

And now it’s time HEALTH

we cared for you. Care designed with you in mind

(585) 545-7200 | 259 Monroe Ave at Monroe Square | www.trilliumhealth.org




Member Spotlight—David Knoll

David Knoll’s musical journey began when he was just
in junior high, singing in his school’s chorus all the way
up to high school. After a brief time singing in a rock
band, David’s lesbian friends in the Rochester
Women’s Community Chorus inspired him to find a
Men’s Chorus in Rochester. After learning there was
none existing in the Rochester community,

David contacted RGMC Alums Kent Peterson and Nick
Williams inquiring if they would be interested in
starting up a Gay Men’s chorus, like the ones he had
heard about in Madison and New York City. Several
months later, Kent Peterson founded and music
directed the very first Gay Men’s Chorus rehearsal in
his very own living room. Today, David is now one of
the only original members of the chorus still singing
with RGMC!

Within the 35 year span David has been singing with
the chorus, he has seen some important and happy
changes in society, which have been reflected in the
chorus. “l came out at 19 and had the good fortune of
a very open work and social environment, and lots of
family support, but many gay people and chorus
members did not,” said David. “We grew in numbers
slowly- it was a big deal for many people to show up at
rehearsal, stand on a stage under the banner of the
Rochester Gay Men's Chorus, appear in photographs or
have one's name in the program.... | am glad things are
more open now.” One of his favorite parts of the
chorus, other than the meaningful and fulfilling
repertoire, is the diversity of the group and the
members. Though titled “Gay Man’s”, the chorus is
proud to include straight, transgender, and women

allies. Not only has this strengthened the overall sound
of the ensemble, but also has provided a strong source
of friendship and support for many members over the
years.

During the day, David works part-time at his business,
Genesee Co-0Op, a community-development credit
union located in South Wedge, and spends quality time
with partner and RGMC member, David. Despite his
many talents and musical experiences, David’s favorite
has been his time with RGMC. We are thankful for
David’s long support of the chorus, and look forward to
many years to come with him!

The RGMC is offering the opportunity for you to
sponsor a song during any performance.

For a tax-deductible donation of $250, sponsorship

will allow you select a song from an upcoming show

and include a personalized message to be featured
next to the song in the program.

To sponsor a song, contact us at song@thergmc.org
or (585) 423-0650.

448 E. Brighton Avenue
Syracuse, NY 13210
www.redgymmensclub.com




35 years of RGMC—Act 1: The Dream

The Rochester Gay Men’s Chorus came to life in
November of 1982 when five friends - David Knoll, Bob
Olsowski, Kent Peterson, Ken Setera and Nicholas
Williams, - decided to pursue a dream. The dream is
using music to create an acceptance of social diversity
and to use the harmony of voice to create a harmony
of the spirit.

LGBT choruses had been started in the mid-to-late ‘70s
and early ‘80s in Philadelphia (1975 - the Anna Crusis
Women’s Choir), New York City, San Francisco, Dallas,
Los Angeles, Seattle, Chicago, Vancouver as a way to
create community, to give LGBT issues a voice, and to
make beautiful music

David Knoll had some friends in the newly formed
Rochester Women’s Community
Chorus, and was inspired to start a
men’s chorus. He talked to Nicholas
Williams, whom he’d met through the
Gay Alliance about his idea, and Nick
agreed to participate, but not (yet) as
director. When David met Kent
Peterson, who had been one of the
original members of the Madison Gay
Men’s Chorus, the RGMC found its
first conductor. An article was putin
the Empty Closet, and flyers were
hung around the Park/Monroe area of |
Rochester. The first rehearsal was
held on November 18, 1982 in Kent’s
living room.
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TobD GUSTAFSON, EsQ.
ESTATE PLARN

Proudly meeting the unique needs
of our community

ING + WEALTH PRESERVATION

Wills « Trusts ¢ Powers of Attorney

Living Wills « Health Care Proxies

Estate Administration ¢ Guardianships

Medicaid Planning & Applications

340 Packetts Landing

Fairport, NY 14450 585-230-62598

todd@guslawfirm.com
www.guslawfirm.com

Six months later, on Saturday, May 7, 1983, the
Rochester Gay Men’s Chorus performed their first
concert, simply yet boldly called Rochester Gay Men’s
Chorus in Concert, at Calvary Street St. Andrews
Church. By then, the chorus consisted of eighteen
singers: in addition to Knoll, Olsowski, Peterson, and
Williams, they were joined by Lavern Doud, Steven
Getz, Michael Holden, Steven Jarose, Chuck
Kruppenbacher, David Merritt, Bill Metz, Pat Moran,
Greg Partridge, John Rutkowksi, David Skinner, John
Strawway, Chuck Telier, and Del Titus. These eighteen
men, singing show tunes, spirituals, and light classical
tunes, set the stage for the RGMC to have a long and
vital history, as we continue to stand on the shoulders

of these pioneers!

Z }(’HKJH FALLs TREE SERVICE

P.0. Box 17107
Rochester, NY 14617
585.467.9310
HighFallsTreeSuc@hotmail.com




A Heartfelt Thank You to all of our Donors

On behalf of the Board of Directors, Staff and Members of the Rochester Gay Men’s Chorus we would like to

thank all of our donors listed below for their generous support during the past twelve months.

Maestro ($1000 and Over)

Anonymous

Jacqueline Archer

Bob Caruso & Dennis
Rosenbaum

Colin Coffey & Michael
Brundage

Norman Horton

Jim & Carl

David Knoll & David Skinner

Chuck Lundeen & John
Williams

John Owen

Trillium Health

Thomas Wahl & Glen Skalny

Diva ($750-$999)

H Darrell Lance

Crooner ($500—$749)

Mark Brewer & Richard
McGowan

H. Winn McCray

Robert Neale

Gregory Partridge & Douglas
Potter

Terry Quataert & Dennis Foley

Marvin E Ritzenthaler & Steven
AlJarose

Stephen Smith

Patron ($250—$499)

Barbara E Ames & Nancy A
Kennedy

Evelyn Bailey

David Champlin & Frank Hanzel

Richard Connett

Dr. Matthew Fleig

Timothy G Geen & David B
Marshall

Robert & Howard Green

Kris Hunt & Dee Miiller

Noreen Mastro & Arlene
Sherman

Joan McCormack

Joe Morelle JR

Patron (Continued)

Marilyn Mould

Vera S Powley

Richard & Shirley Quataert

John Stevens

Dr Bill Valenti

Karen & Walter Von Kaenel

David W.S. & Fernelle R.

Philip Warner

Jamie & Sally Whitbeck

John Yavonditte & Thom
Hutchison

Prima ($150—$249)

Anonymous
Chris McCormack
Cristin Monahan
Glenn Nixon
Henry Schroeder

Friend (Under $125)

Paul Allen

Uta Allers

Anonymous

Eugen & Karen Baer

Lon Baratz

Wanda Barber & Mimi Lucey

Mary C Barrett

Nancy Beck

Marcia Betlem

Darla Blair

Michael Carafos & Mark Joseph

Robert Casey

Charles Collins

John Connors

Susan Costello

Jerry DeFilipps & bruce mcclung

Wanda DeFiore & Sue Yaniga

Morey & Barb DeMay

Valerie Dimino

Peter Elliott - In honor of Jim
Janssen

Joanne Evarts

Dr Douglas A Feldman

Christine Fendley

Edith Findeis & Linda Loree

Friend (Continued)

Freewheelers Bicycle Shop - In
Memory of Bobby
Moore

Cindy German

Mark Goodenough

Carolyn & Thomas Gorman

Anne & Dale Gulledge

Cat & Rusty

Robert Heminway

Al & Janet Herman

Sharon & Ronald Hilton

Michael Holden & David
Merritt - In Memory of
Walter Fendley

Peter House & Michael Hannen

Linda Krehling

Michael Kusovich & Steven
Brewer

Mark Lawson

Glenn Leavy

Michael Longo & Roger Parris

Coy L Ludwig

Jacki Marthinsen

Elina Mavromatis

Dennis Mazur

In Memory of William A &
Francis Z Smith

Tom Menzel

Stephen Metildi

Connie Miles

Raymond Montanaro

Pat Moran

Sam Nicolosi

Friend (Continued)

Nancy Pearce

Julie Petit

Millie Piccione

David & Joanne Poland

David Post

Marna Pritchard & Tracy Myers

Margaret Quackenbush

Wendy Quarles & Jeff Dulko

Robert Read & Thomas Orsini

Donald Rogers

John Rutkowski

Jay Sackett

Kirby Santillo

Richard W Sarkis

Edward T Schell lll

Schuber Liquor Store

Judy & Al Schwartz

Katie Sharkey

Charlene Sherwood & John
Griffith

Eleanor Siegfried

Mark Smith

Laurie Strauss

Dr Robert Strauss - In Memory
of Bill Strauss

Michael Touhey & Ronald Berry

Dennis Velia

Jim Villone & Dan Sapper

Peter Woods

Jorge Yacila

Vincent Yacobellis

East Avenue Storage

East Avenue Storage
offers the best
storage in
Rochester, NY!

We're located right across from the
Rochester Museum and Science Center.

630 East Ave
Rochester, NY 14607
(585) 244-8777
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