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season! We Will Rock You, at the Hochstein Performance Hall o~
on Saturday, June 17, at 7:30 pm, will feature exclusively the N\ ) B
music of the band Queen. (The music of \
including “Bohemian Rhapsody,” “Crazy Little Thing Called \\\ S - L
Love,” “Somebody to Love,” and “We Are The Champions,” the g
concert will spotlight our amazing singers belting out other
hits of the super-group, will include a band of our own playing w E w I . L Roc K Yo U
troupe, the Rochettes!
Queen wrote such incredible songs with lush vocal J u N E 1 7, 201 7
harmonies, which make an easy transition to a choral
May, bassist John Deacon, drummer Roger Taylor, and their
iconic vocalist Freddie Mercury, recorded 15 studio albums and
10 live albums and released numerous compilation albums in
particularly their lead singer.
Freddie Mercury died in 1991 from complications from
AIDS, after having confirmed that he had contracted the virus
admit to having the disease, and the first to die from it as well.
Because of the importance of remaining vigilant about HIV
infection, we will welcome Dr. Bill Valenti of Trillium Health
talks about the AIDS crisis and challenges us to continue to
be a part of the solution. Read more about Bill's work in this
edition of Keynotes. This concert is sure to be a favorite for our

We are so excited about the closing concert for our 2016-2017

In addition to including many of the band’s biggest hits,
along, and will feature the return of our wonderful dancing
treatment. The band, which was comprised of guitarist Brian
their long history, but they also have a place in LGBTQ history,
shortly before he died. He was the first major rock star to
to our concert, whose new book, AIDS: A Matter of Urgency,
audience members, so get your tickets now before they sell out.

Tickets are $20 general, $17 for
This project is made possible with

seniors and students, and $8 for s
funds from the Decentralization

children. All adult tickets (including

Program, a re-grant program of
seniors and students) will be $25 at the New York State Council of the \ EE“ES EE
the door — so purchase in advance Arts with the support of Governor  w VAI'I.EV
for the best deal! Andrew Cuomo and the New York |
Tickets can be purchased online State Legislature and administered ARIS

by the Genesee Valley Council
on the Arts at the Livingston
Arts Center, a member supported
organization.

at www.thergmc.org, by phone
at (585) 423-0650, or in person at ERA“TS
Parkleigh, Equal=Grounds, or

from RGMC members.




While our chorus members have the voices and the passion
to carry off the biggest ballads of the most delightful divas,
being cast in such roles in traditional productions simply
isn’t going to happen. But that’s the name of the game when
it comes to Miscast.

Held at Blackfriars Theatre on Friday, June 2, at 8
pm and Saturday, June 3, at 2 pm, Miscast will feature
talented members of the RGMC performing outside
casting restrictions. This type of cabaret-style show has
been performed from Broadway to Los Angeles and many
places between, and the RGMC is excited to bring it back
to Rochester again this year! Tickets are just $12 and are
available through our website, www.thergmc.org.
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ANTIBODY - MEDIATED - PREVENTION - N VICTORY
STUDY ), = 4\\ ALLIANCE

Visit www.RochesterVictoryAlliance.org

Different, Together.

We are intentionally different,
caring for your health together.

<( Trillium
HEALTH

Care designed with you in mind

For over 30 years we've
provided primary care
services to our patients.

And now it’s time
we cared for you.

(585) 545-7200 | 259 Monroe Ave at Monroe Square | www.trilliumhealth.org

The RGMC is now on Twitter!
@rocgaychorus
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Proudly meeting the unique needs
of our community

Wills « Trusts ¢ Powers of Attorney
Living Wills « Health Care Proxies
Estate Administration ¢ Guardianships
Medicaid Planning & Applications
985-230-6298

todd@guslawfirm.com
www.guslawfirm.com

340 Packetts Landing
Fairport, NY 14450




Endowment Fund Offers a New Way to
Support the RGMC

Thanks to the generosity of longtime RGMC patron and LGBTQ
advocate James Moran, the chorus now has a $25,000 endowment fund
through the Rochester Area Community Foundation. The structure
of an endowment fund allows this gift to have a long-term impact,
as the principal amount will be held intact while the income from its
investments is utilized.

We can make use of the funds once the account grows to $100,000.
This exciting development will help to support the mission of the
chorus for many years to come.

In your own giving plans, please consider donating to the endowment
online, through the link on our website, thergmc.org. We also can
gratefully accept cash

SERVE ON THE ROCHESTER
GAY MEN’S CHORUS BOARD

* Be part of Managing a Dynamic
Organization
e Share Your Talents to Promote RGMC

¢ Work With Outstanding Chorus
Members and Dedicated Staff

* Have a Receptive Audience for
Your ldeas

e Learn About Our Diverse Community

INTERESTED?

visit us at www.thergme.org
or call (585) 423-0650

donations, appreciated
assets (such as stocks
and bonds), and
bequests. Donations by
check may be mailed
to the chorus office
(121 N. Fitzhugh St.,
Suite #315, Rochester,
NY 14614-1214), with
specification that the
donation is for the
endowment fund.

Look Your Best
Ox or 00[0‘ the $ Kcy/e,/

VITTRRIO

MENSWEAR & TUXEDO

L 4
Suits ® Tuxedos ¢ Accessories i' |

1900 East Ridge Road, Irondequoit

(585) 467-7711
vittorioformalwear.com

et more hair.
Get more choices.

Everyone’ hair oss is unique.
Your treatment should be too.

You can ChOOSC ﬁ‘om:

o High tech NeoGraft FUE

e PRP and other alternative treatments
e Home treatments

Get the results you need.
Schedule your free consultation today.

The Hair Center at
' g

i

Get ready.
You're getting
=\ your hair back.
LI\

500 HelendaleRd ~ Suite 100 Rochester
585.266.5420 HairCenterAtHelendale.com

T B
CONNECT WITH US ON
SOCIAL MEDIA!

g @rocgaychorus

www.facebook.com/

thergmc

You Search for Rochester
(Tuhe Gay Men’s Chorus




Join Rochester’s

Gilbert & Sullivan Company

as we celebrate four decades
of innocent merriment!

OUR 2016-2017 PRODUCTIONS

The Pirates of Penzance
November 2016

Trial by Jury

January 2017

Patience

May 2017

The Mikado

November 2017

All performances are free!

OFF- MONROE

PLAYERS

JUNE 30-JULY 3 INDEPENDENCE
AND CANADA DAY WEEKEND
JULY 7-9 ILLUMINATION WEEKEND
New Year’s Eve Party

JULY 14-16 BEAR WEEKEND

Polar Bear White Party

JULY 21-23 SUMMER BEACH PARTY
Summer Beach Wear Dance Party
JULY 28-30 GAME SHOW WEEKEND
Let’s Make a Deal!

Camper
Russell

LIKE US ON

T facebook

For event details, reservations, maps & more, visit:

JonesPond.com sss.se7.5100
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Craphic Desiey

Allow us to design effective words & images
to promote your business.

Sam Nicolosi: Art Director Val Dimino: Marketing Director
wordsandimages53@gmail.com valdimino@gmail.com
(585) 325-5515 (585) 503-8465

KEYNOTES is the official newsletter of the Rochester Gay Men’s
Chorus and is published three times a year. The RGMC is solely
responsible for its editorial content.

KEYNOTES is a collaboration of several talented people. To place
an advertisement, contact the RGMG at (585) 423-0650.
Reproduction of editorial or photo-graphic content without consent
of the Rochester Gay Men’s Chorus is strictly prohibited. Copyright
2017 RGMC Inc., 121 N. Fitzhugh St. #315, Rochester, NY 14614-
1214, (585) 423-0650

Privacy Statement: The RGMC is very concerned with keeping your
personal information private. The RGMC will not share or
sell personal information to any third party.

Saving/Checking
Auto Loans
Home Loans

Personal Loans

Financial Advice

www.genesee.coop ® 585-461-2230

E % Genesee Co-0p

Federal Credit Union
SUPPORT THE RGMC WHILE YOU SHOP

EQUAL HOUSNG

LENDER

Did you know you can support the chorus by shopping on amazon.com?
The Amazon Smile program allows you to select a nonprofit organization
that will receive a percentage of sales. Start your browsing at
smile.amazon.com for your purchase to benefit the chorus. Designate
Rochester Gay Men’s Chorus Inc. as your organization of choice, and then
shop as you normally would!

EDONIST

Artisan Chocolates

evenit fayors

baes lastings

& business
sl

Visit our kitchen and retail location

674 South Avenue

Open M-W and F 12-6pm, Th 12-3:30pm

www.hedonistchocolates.com 585.355.7913




THE ROCHESTER GAY MEN'S CHORUS
Annual Fundraiser

MORE THAN US

Thank You for Making More The
Us 4 a Success

We extend our sincere thanks to all who
supported and attended our fourth annual More
Than Us fundraiser on April 29. Our audience
of more than 100 enjoyed a delicious buffet
dinner put on by the Historic German House;
dozens of exciting raffle and auction items; and
performances from a variety of local talent: RIT’s
a cappella group, Eight Beat Measure; Chamber
Ballet Brockport; Dawn Sargent; Thomas
Warfield; jazz/blues duo Hanna PK and Gian
Carlo Cervone; the Rochettes; and, of course, the
RGMC, previewing two Queen songs from our
We Will Rock You repertoire. Matt Molloy was a
fantastic host who added to the entertainment.

We would also like to thank our event sponsors:
Wegmans, ImageOut, Special Touch Bakery,
Century Wine and Liquor, BASC and Fabulous
Flowers and Gifts.

Make sure to check out the event photos and
videos on our Facebook page!

It is because of the generous support of patrons
like you that we are able to continue our mission
of creating social change through excellence in the
choral arts. Thank you!

Matthew Fleig, MD

Fanmuly Medicine

Office: (585) 270-8971
1736 East Ridge Road
Rochester, NY 14622

Caring for entire families . . .
Pediatrics, adult patients, and OB

Congratulations to the RGMC
on its continued contributions
to music & entertainment

Jor the communaty.

' HELP WANTED |

The RGMC is in search of a marketing
manager (duties include managing social
media and writing and proofreading
newsletters, emails, programs, etc.), and
also in search of a photographer to take
pictures at our concerts and events. For
more information, please email Business
Manager Jim Janssen at jjanssen@
thergmc.org.

GAYRAGE SALE!

N 2

RESCHEDULED

Due to a rain-filled forecast for our original dates in May, we
have rescheduled our Gayrage Sale fundraiser for June 23-25 at
224 Croydon Road, in the Browncroft neighborhood.

We are continuing to accept items for the sale! Do you have
stuff lying around that you don't need? Have you been meaning
to load up the car for a donation run and just haven't found the
time? Let us take it off your hands! We will gladly turn your
trash into our treasure at the Gayrage Sale. We’ll gratefully
accept just about anything, but please, no clothing, food, or
X-rated items.

To arrange a pickup of your items, email
gayragesale@thergmc.org or call (585) 423-0650. All proceeds
from our sale will benefit the mission of the chorus.



DONOR SPOTLIGHT SHINES ON DR. WILLIAM VALENTI

Dr. William Valenti has
seen two diseases — polio and
smallpox — eradicated during
his lifetime. For the past 30
years, he has taken a leading
role in the work to eradicate a
third: HIV/AIDS.
He was drawn to the medical
field from an early age, having
participated in the Salk polio
vaccine trial as a child and
=~ then soon seeing the disease

eradicated. He decided he
wanted to work in the realm of infectious diseases, captivated
by its ever-changing, puzzle-solving nature.

In 1989, Valenti cofounded the Community Health
Network, in response to the need for HIV care during the
AIDS crisis. He recalls with gratitude that his idea to establish
an HIV/AIDS clinic was highly welcomed in Rochester, with
community members and organizations investing financially
in what was then only an idea.

“I didn’t do it by myself,” he says. “There were many
hundreds of people who contributed to its foundation.”

Now known as Trillium Health, the network has continued
to grow and today serves all populations, whether HIV
positive or negative. Its comprehensive model provides
primary medical care, pharmacy and laboratory services,
and other support services (such as housing, transportation,
and support groups) all under one roof. It continues to offer
specialized care for the LGBTQ community and for HIV/
AIDS and Hepatitis C patients. It also has a large transgender
health program, currently utilized by nearly 400 patients.

Valenti appreciates the welcoming culture he’s found in
Rochester, where he feels LGBTQ-affiliated groups have
strong visibility and are well integrated into the community.
“Rochester stands out as a community where people have
the opportunity not only to be themselves, but to advance
themselves,” he says.

He sees the work of both Trillium and the Rochester Gay
Men’s Chorus as integral to overcoming stigma, which he
says is an important part of advocacy. “We shouldn’t be
stigmatized for who we are,” he says.

He sees the RGMC as an example of Rochester’s positive
community atmosphere, connecting people through the
power of music — and adding an important layer of visibility,
too: “I like that the RGMC has had the word ‘Gay’ in its name
for 30 years,” he says.

The chorus’s alignment with Valenti’s own goals made it
a natural fit for his philanthropy, which he has focused on

LGBTQ initiatives.

“As you get older,” he says, “you think about giving back,
about what needs to be done, and what you can do to connect
the dots in meaningful ways.”

His personal goal is to help LGBTQ-affiliated groups like
the RGMC to “reach out, develop, and help other people,” he
says. “Especially in this political climate, we need to make
sure that the gains that LGBTQ people have had are sustained
— to help sustain the movement.”

Valenti emphasizes that philanthropy comes in many
forms, including smaller gestures that add up. “Philanthropy
doesn’t have to mean millions of dollars,” he says. “It can be as
simple as attending an event.”

He sees the benefits of attending an RGMC concert as
reciprocal: “The mere presence of other people like you
— being a part of that culture — helps people to accept
themselves. Going to a concert could be as beneficial as going
to your shrink.”

Valenti will join us at our June 17, 2017, concert, We Will
Rock You, to speak about his work to end the HIV epidemic
by 2020 and his memoir, AIDS: A Matter of Urgency,
published in March. He will sign copies of the book after
the show.

This concert is a particularly fitting tie-in: the show honors
the music of Queen, whose frontman, Freddie Mercury, died
of AIDS-related pneumonia in 1991 at age 45. In a statement
released the day before his death, in which Mercury first
confirmed the rumors that he was sick, he said, “I hope that
everyone will join with my doctors and all those worldwide
in the fight against this terrible disease.”

It’s a sentiment Valenti shares, and a fight he continues
to lead.

HOT SUMMERTIME FUN AT THE POND!

AUG 4-6 MARDI GRAS WEEKEND
Get Your Beads Ready Boys!

AUG 11-13 LEATHER WEEKEND
Mr. Jones Pond Leather Contest
AUG 18-20 SURVIVOR WEEKEND
Game Day & JP’s Got Talent Night
AUG 25-27 COWBOY WEEKEND
Giddy Up Boys! Jones Pond Rodeo
SEPT 1-4 LABOR DAY WEEKEND

Drag Diva Aggy Dune!
V\ES Po'l/
9 0

Camper
Russell

LIKE US ON

? facebook.

For event details, reservations, maps & more, visit:

JonesPond.com sss.se7.8100



A HEARTFELT THANK-YOU TO OUR DONORS

Maestro ($1000 and Over)
Allstate Insurance

Anonymous

Jacqueline Archer

Colin Coffey and Michael Brundage
Jim and Carl

David Knoll and David Skinner
Chuck Lundeen and John Williams
James R Moran

John Owen

Alfred Stiller

William Valenti MD and James Wolk

Thomas Wahl and Glen Skalny
Diva ($750 - $999)

Bob Caruso and Dennis Rosenbaum

Matthew Fleig MD
H. Darrell Lance

Crooner ($500 - $749)
The College at Brockport
Dick Connett
Norman Horton
H Winn McCray
Gregory Partridge

and Douglas Potter
Terry Quataert & Dennis Foley
Tony Rizzo
Stephen Smith
Bill Soudan
John Yavonditte

and Thom Hutchison

Patron ($250 - $499)
Michael Allen
Lon Baratz and Joseph Arena

Mark Brewer and Richard McGowan

David Champlin and Frank Hanzel
Excellus Health Plan
Helendale Dermatology
Steven Jarose
and Marvin Ritzenthaler
Jason Juliano
John and Gary

Dee Miller and Kris Hunt
Robert Neale
Richard and Shirley Quataert
John Rutkowski
Thomas Schumacher
Patty and Bill Strauss
Marsha Sundman

and Deidre Murphy
Karen and Walter Von Kaenel
Philip Warner

Prima ($150 - $249)
Barbara E Ames
and Nancy A Kennedy
Douglas Deeley
J Ernest DuBois
Peter Elliott
Freewheelers Bicycle Shop in
Memory of Bobby Moore
Robert and Howard Green
Diane and Jerry Macaluso
Chris McGormack
David Merritt and Michael Holden
Cristin Monahan
Glenn Nixon
Millie Piccione
Henry Schroeder
Judy and Allan Schwartz
Mark A Smith

Friend (Under $150)

Paul Allen

Uta Allers

Anonymous

Eugen and Karen Baer

Evelyn Bailey

Deanna Baker

Wanda Barber and Mimi Lucey
Mary C Barrett

Nancy Beck and Frances Englund
Marcia Betlem

Marilyn Borer

Michael Carafos and Mark Joseph

The Very Rev David Hefling
In Honor of Al Carvill
Robert Casey
Pat Cloonan
Charles Collins
Tom Crawford
George Cunic
Jerry DeFilipps and bruce mcclung
Morey and Barb DeMay
Valerie Dimino
Giuseppe Erba and Mark Pierzynski
Joanne Everts
Peter Fedele
Dr Doiuglas Feldman
Edith Findeis and Linda Loree
Fort Hill Liquor Store
Timothy Geen and David Marshall
Cindy German
Mark Goodenough
Thomas and Carolyn Gorman
Anne and Dale Gulledge
Cat and Rusty
Sharon and Ronald Hilton
Marc Ellis Holland and Ted Smith
Peter House and Michael Hannen
In Memory of Walter Fendley
Eric Jacobson
Lyle Jenks
Lindsay and Paul Joansse
Joyce Kessel and Leanna Manna
Michael Kusovich and Steven
Brewer
Glenn Leavy
Christopher Lindsey
Coy L Ludwig

Noreen Mastro and Arlene Sherman

Elina Mavromatis
Dennis Mazur

Joan McCormick
Tom Menzel

Steohen Metildi

Dan Meyers
Raymond Montanaro
Pat Moran

Nancy Pearce
Julie Petit
David and Joanne Poland
Vera S Powley
David Post
Darwin Prioleau
Marna Pritchard
and Tracy Myers
Margaret Quackenbush
Wendy Quarles and Jeff Dulko
Robert Read and Everett Orsini
Meredith Reiniger
Donald Rogers
Mike Rose
Jay Sackett
Edward T Schell 111
Schuber Liquor Store
Katie Sharkey
Charlene Sherwood
and John Griffith
Eleanor Siegfried
In Honor of William A
and Francis Z Smith
John Stevens
Dr Robert Strauss
in Memory of Bill Strauss
Laurie Strauss
and Timothy Warblow
Patricia Swinton
Michael Touhey
and Ronald Berry
Alyce Van Patten
Jim Villone and Dan Sappe
In Memory of Lou Vallone
Lauren Wetzelberg
Jamie and Sally Whitbeck
Peter Woods
Vincent Yacobellis
Sue Yaniga and Wanda DeFiore

iy \INVEST INCYOUR HEALTH. /i,

Mr Jean G. Thibodeau C.PA.

31 Putting Green Lane
Penfield, NY 14526
585-586-6160

For all your Tax and Accounting needs:
“Call the Gay CPA”
Over 20 years of experience

CALL TODAY 585.507.7291
1410 Monroe Ave. Rochester NY 14618

* MEDICAL MASSAGE

* SWEDISH/RELAXATION

* SPORTS MASSAGE

LICENSED MASSAGE THERAPIST

www.rjlmt.massagetherapy.com
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SEASON 2017-18

DECEMBER 2017:
MY FAVORITE THINGS

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 16,
AT 7:30 PM

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 17,
AT 2 PM

Ring in the holiday season with us
as we offer a repertoire ranging from
classical to pop, and everything in
between.

MARCH 2018:
Two Boys KissING

SATURDAY, MARCH 24,
AT 7:30 PM

Composed by Joshua Shank and
based on the 2014 Lambda Literary
Award-winning book of the same title
by David Levithan, this moving piece
tells the stories of multiple coming-of-
age characters — two gay teenagers
who want to break the world record
for longest kiss, a transgender teen
and his love interest, and a young
man struggling to come to terms with
his sexuality — all through the eyes
of a Greek Chorus of gay men who
died of AIDS.

JUNE 2018:
BACK TO BROADWAY

SATURDAY, JUNE 16,
AT 7:30 PM

While, of course, we have performed
some Broadway repertoire in recent
years, this will be our first Broadway-
centric concert since 2010. We hope to
have a Rochester drag queen join us
to celebrate.



