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Comfort and Joy — what a wonderful goal! On Friday,
December 9, and Saturday, December 10, 7:30 pm at
Hochstein Performance Hall, that’s what we plan to bring to
you. The songs range from serene to silly, from classical to
contemporary, from harmonious to hysterical, and our goal
is to put a smile on your face and a song in your heart.

The concert features such familiar favorites as “The
Dance of the Sugar-Plum Fairy,” “Winter
Wonderland,” and “What Child Is This?” We will also sing
some chestnuts by Mozart, Handel, and Bach, and some
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Christmas Song,
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brand new treasures, including “Recycle the Fruitcake.”

The Rochettes will dance, the instruments will play, and the
singers will fill the hall with their rich, sonorous voices.

Tickets are available at www.thergmc.org or by calling
(585) 423-0650. Tickets can also be purchased in person at
Parkleigh, Equal=Grounds, Vittorio Menswear and Tuxedo,
or from RGMC members. Tickets are $20, $17 for seniors
and students, and $8 for children 12 and under. (Please note
new pricing this year.) Season tickets are still $45, or $40 for
seniors and students. Hochstein Performance Hall is located
at 50 North Plymouth Ave.

Our 2016-17 concert season
continues with diverse selections
that offer something for everyone:

A NARROW BRIDGE
MARCH 18, 2017

We are honored to present this
concert featuring the Rochester
premiere of Tyler’s Suite, with songs
by Stephen Schwartz, Jake Heggie,
and Ann Hampton Callaway, as well
as a range of beloved, moving classics
such as “Bridge Over Troubled Water,”
“The Sound of Silence,” and “What
a Wonderful World.” Together, they
speak to the need for social change,
inclusion, respect, and creating a
culture of kindness.

Please note that some language during this
show may be inappropriate for children.

Please note: concerts begin at 7:30

JUNE 17,2017

They were pioneers in music and
beyond, a cultural phenomenon,
brilliantly excessive and seemingly
fearless. They commanded the world’s
attention from stages and television
screens with their singular sound,

traversing genres to blend opera, gospel,

disco, and anthem rock. Our season-
finale concert will exclusively feature
the music of Freddie Mercury

and Queen.

Though the price of individual
concert tickets has increased a bit this
year to help offset our own increased
costs, season tickets have remained
at the same great price of $45 ($40 for
seniors and students) — now an even
better deal than ever! Secure your
seats for all three concerts today at
www.thergmc.org.

ADDITIONAL EVENTS

MORE THAN US 4: OUR ANNUAL
FABULOUS DINNER SHOW
APRIL 29, 2017

Join us at the Historic German
House for dinner, drinks, raffles,
and entertainment not only from the
RGMC, but from our friends across the
Greater Rochester Area. Tickets for this
special evening are $55 each or $100 for
two, available at www.thergmc.org or
by calling (585) 423-0650.

MISCAST
JUNE 2 AND 3, 2017

These fun, one-of-a-kind
performances at Blackfriars Theatre
allow RGMC members to take on roles
for which they would not traditionally
be cast. For tickets and more infor-
mation, visit www.thergmc.org
or call (585) 423-0650.



6TH ANNUAL HOLIDAY TOY DRIVE

For the sixth year in a row, during our holiday concerts
on December 9 and 10, we will be collecting donations of
toys for the Rochester Area Interfaith Hospitality Network
(RAIHN). RAIHN is a nonprofit, interfaith organization
that assists homeless families to achieve sustainable
independence by supporting them with tailored services,
including shelter, food, personalized case management
services, and a
diverse network of
caring volunteers.
Please consider
bringing a new,
unwrapped toy
to the concert
to brighten the
holidays for a local
family in need.

Jomn Rochester’s

Gilbert & Sullivan Company

as we celebrate four decades
of innocent merriment!

QUR 2016-2017 PRODUCTIONS
The Pirates of Penzance
Movemnber 2016

Trial by Jury

January 2017

Patience
May 2017

The Mikado
Movember 2017

All performances are free!

Saving/Checking
Auto Loans
Home Loans

Personal Loans

Financial Advice

395 Gregory Street (Between Clinton & South)
WWW.genesee,coop ® 585-461-2230

Genesee Co-0p
Fadaral Credit Unian

Different, Together.

We are intentionally different,
caring for your health together.

For over 30 years we've
pre wided |'-1'§|n.:|'l.' care
SCIVICES [0 OUr paticnis.

Trillium
HEALTH

Care desigmed with yeu in mind

And now it’s time
we cared for vou,

The RGMC is now on Twitter!
@rocgaychorus

Proudly meeting the unigue needs
of our community
Wills = Trusls = Powers of Aftorney
Living Wills + Health Care Proxies
Estate Administration = Guardianships
Medicaid Planning & Applications
5B5-730-6798

toddEguslawfirm.com
www. guslawfirm.com

340 Packetts Landing
Fairport, NY 14450




The Rochester Gay Men’s Chorus

is thrilled to continue to realize

its mission statement out in the
community by participating in varied
and important events throughout the
Greater Rochester Area.

ROCHESTER PRIDE

On Friday, July 15, we sang at
the flag-raising for the opening
ceremonies of ROC Pride 2016 at

Cobbs Hill Park, performing “Names”

and reading aloud the names of the
victims of the tragedy at Pulse. We
featured Pride organizer Sam Brett in
our performance.

On Saturday, July 16, we marched in
the Pride Parade, singing “Everybody
Rejoice” from The Wiz. We also
sang at the festival that day, singing
“Everybody Rejoice,” “Brave,” “Make
Them Hear You” from Ragtime, and
“Seize the Day” from Newsies.

PUERTO RICAN FESTIVAL
On Wednesday, August 3, we
were honored to participate in the
Puerto Rican Festival’s Peace, Prayer,
and Unity event. This was another
opportunity for us to perform
“Names” in memory of the Orlando
victims, with Sam Brett joining us
again to read the names aloud.

BROCKPORT

On Saturday, October 15, we were
pleased to continue our partnership
with The College at Brockport, State
University of New York, visiting
the campus to perform “Heatwave,”
“Rise Like a Phoenix,” “I Close My
Eyes,” “A-Tisket, A-Tasket,” and many
others.

NEW MEMBERS

A warm welcome to the newest members of the chorus! Pictured from left to
right are Josh Montanaro, Bob Caruso, Jeff Elsenheimer Jr., Christopher Delgado-
Charette, and Marc McCabe.

The RGMC is offering the opportunity for you to sponsor
a song during any performance.

For a tax-deductible donation of $250, sponsorship will
allow you to select a song from our upcoming show and
include a personalized message to be featured next to the
song in the program.

To sponsor a song, contact us at song@thergmc.org
or (585) 423-0650.

Look Your Best
Or or Off the Stage!/

VITTIRIO

MENSWEAR & TUXEDO

Suits * Tuxedos * Accessories

b
.
1900 East Ridge Road, Irondequoit '

(585) 467-7711
vittorioformalwear.com




THANK YOU FOR GETTING US TO GALA

Twenty-one members of the
Rochester Gay Men’s Chorus
traveled to Denver, Colorado,
July 2-6 to give Rochester strong
representation at the tenth
quadrennial Gay and Lesbian
Association of Choruses (GALA
Choruses) Festival. In addition
to performing at the festival, the
group had the opportunity to
network with gay and lesbian

— large and small, new and
seasoned — swapping stories and
best practices to help each other
grow. It was a week of community
building and deeply rooted support, much appreciated by all
those in attendance.

RGMC singer Tony Jagla was moved by the feeling of “being
surrounded by 6,000 people who all had the same goal — to
sing and enjoy each other’s company, free from anything or
anyone who tried to keep us down.”

It was a mutual sentiment. At a group dinner on the last
night of the festival, RGMC Artistic Director Rob Strauss asked
each member to write down three things they liked about
the trip. The most common answer on those pieces of paper?
Camaraderie.

Others included:

« the variety of choral sounds and music styles

« amazing performances

* exquisite venues

« seeing so many new RGMC members attend and
be excited about our performance

« our partnership with transgender folks to deliver
a powerful message

o the friendships made

o the humor and campiness that choruses delivered

o the variety of the workshops

» finding ideas to bring back

« feeling inspired to grow myself and our chorus

« how loving and supportive the audiences were

o cheering on other choruses

« realizing our voices and singing DO make a difference

The excitement started on day one, when the group

: discovered banners displayed throughout downtown Denver
¢ welcoming each chorus by name — and, of course, raced to
¢ track down the RGMC's!

During their festival performance, the chorus was thrilled

to collaborate with Lindsey Deaton, the artistic director of

. the Trans* Chorus of Los Angeles, who read the names of

: transgender people whose lives were taken by violence over
the last twelve months, while the chorus sang “Names” by

. Rochester composer Mark Alan DeWaters. Lindsey, a trans

' | woman herself, described the group as “the definition of true
: allies” to the transgender community for using their voices to
: give voice to her community.

The RGMC came back with a strong sense of purpose from

all the performances they saw, the workshops they attended,

¢ and the friends they made from across the country and beyond.
¢ This trip reminded our chorus members and their fellow
attendees of the shared power of music — to transform, to heal,
i to reaffirm, to unite.

Thank you to all who donated and supported our fundraisers

to help make this trip a reality. We are already looking forward
¢ to GALA 2020 in Minneapolis!

EDONIST

Artisan Chocolates
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Visit our kitchen and retail location

674 South Avenue

Open M-W and F 12-6pm, Th 12-3:30pm
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www.hedonistchocolates.com 585.355.7913




SPAGAYTTI DINNER SERVES
UP SMILES

Thank you to all who joined us for dinner on Sunday,
October 23. We served up around 8o plates of spaghetti,
meatballs, salad, and bread. Many guests raved that
the dessert table alone was worth the ticket price. The
chorus’s own David Curran outdid himself, presenting
a creative selection of 10 delectable cakes, ranging from
Get the Sensation (dark chocolate and peppermint) to
Sicilian Garden (layers of lemon and basil cake, “for the
adventuresome palate”).

In addition to David for his time and talent, we are
grateful to Barilla for donating all of the pasta and sauce,
and to Wegmans for donating a gift card that was used to
buy additional food and supplies.

FINAL WORLD AIDS DAY CONCERT

Doing the [Positive] Thing presents Rochester’s 16th
World AIDS Day Concert, titled “Finale.” For 15 years, this
concert has raised HIV/AIDS awareness in the Rochester
community by bringing together community performers
for a concert on World AIDS Day, December 1. The concert
has raised funds for local organizations like Trillium
Health, and for organizations across the world, such as an
orphanage in South Africa. This is the concert’s last year,
and there is no admission cost.

This final concert celebrating 16 years will be held
Thursday, December 1, at 7 pm, at Third Presbyterian
Church, 4 Meigs Street in Rochester.

. Amazing cakes made by the RGMC’s own
. David Curran
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Matthew Fleig, MD

Family Medicine

Ollice: (585) 270-8071
1736 East Ridge Road
Rochester, NY 14622

Caring for entire families . . .
Pediatrics, adult patients. and OB

Congratulations to the RGMC
on tts continued contributions
to music <& entertainment

Jor the communaty.



Mr Jean G. Thibodeau C.PA.

31 Putting Green Lane
Penfield, NY 14526
585-586-6160

For all your Tax and Accounting needs:
“Call the Gay CPA”
Over 20 years of experience

RGMC HONORED WITH LGBT GIVING
CIRCLE GRANT

Thanks to the work of RGMC Grant Writer Kristen Kessler,
we have received a generous $2,000 grant from the LGBT
Giving Circle through the Rochester Area Community
Foundation, to support our production and performance of
Tyler’s Suite during our March 18 concert. Artistic Director
Rob Strauss and Board Chairman Ted Smith will attend the
Grant Presentation Program on November 17 to formally
accept the grant award.

The Giving Circle’s motto, “Cultivating a better community
for all,” is a perfect fit with the message of Tyler’s Suite and
our March concert as a whole, as we seek to inspire social
change, inclusion, respect, and a culture of kindness. We are
deeply grateful for this support.

SUPPORT THE RGMC WHILE YOU SHOP

Did you know you can support the chorus by shopping
on amazon.com? The Amazon Smile program allows you to
select a nonprofit organization that will receive a percentage
of sales. Just go to smile.amazon.com, designate Rochester
Gay Men’s Chorus Inc. as your organization of choice, and
then shop as you normally would!

Whenever you shop
through Amazon,
be sure to start your
browsing at smile.
amazon.com in order for
your purchase to benefit
the chorus. As always,
we thank you for your
support!

Talent. It's our good fortune to witness it.
The Rochester Gay Men's Chorus

David E. Marshall, CFP*
Account Vice President
Financial Advisor
585-218-4543
david.e.marshall@ubs.com

The Hamlin Marshall Group
400 Linden Oaks

Rochester, NY 14625-2818
585-218-4500 800-462-1233

Advice you can trust
starts with a conversation.

ubs.comifaldavidemarshall

Wiy INVEST IN YOUR HEALTH. /i)

* MEDICAL MASSAGE
* SWEDISH/RELAXATION
* SPORTS MASSAGE

LICENSED MASSAGE THERAPIST

CALL TODAY 585.507.7291

410 Monroe Ave. Rochester NY 14518 www.rjime. messagetherapy.com

red

Mark Brewer Life Coaching

Life Transitioning & Life Purpose Coaching
Coming Out Coaching
Recovery Coaching

Marriage Prep & Relationship Building
Marriage Officiant, especially for LGBTQ

(585)278-7773
www.markabrewer.com
marki@markabrewer.com

448 E. Brighton Avenue
Syracuse, NY 13210
www.redgymmensclub.com




A HEARTFELT THANK-YOU TO OUR DONORS

Maestro ($1000 & Over) Pat Moran

Allstate Insurance
Jacqueline Archer

Lon Baratz & Joseph Arena
Mark Brewer
& Richard McGowan

Richard & Shirley Quataert
Meredith Reiniger

Lindsay & Paul Jonasse Edward T Schell Il
Joyce Kessel & Leanna Manna Schuber Liquor Store
Linda T. Krehling Charlene Sherwood

Colin Coffey Dick Connett John Rutkowski Glenn Leavy & John Griffith
. J Ernest Du Bois Henry Schroeder Christopher Lindsey Eleanor Siegfried
& Michael Brundage ) ; )
; Peter Elliott Judy & Allan Schwartz Coy Ludwig Laurie Strauss
Jim Janssen & Carl Norcross ) : ,
; ; ; Excellus Health Plan Mark A Smith Evelyn Bailey & Timothy Warblow
David Knoll & David Skinner . ) L X
Frank Hanzel Michael Tiss Dan Meyers Patricia Swinton
Chuck Lundeen . . ) . .
& John Williams & David Champlin Dee Miller & Kris Hunt Mike Touhey & Ron Berry
Helendale Dermatology Friend (Under $150) Milli Piccione Alyce Van Patten
John Owen Steven J David & Joanne Poland Lauren Wetzelb
Stephen Smith even Jarose Deanna Baker avi oanne Polan auren Wetzelberg
; & Marvin Ritzenthaler Vera S Powley Sally & Jamie Whitbeck
Alfred Stiller ! Mary C Barrett c ; .
o ; Jason Juliano Darwin Prioleau Vincent Yacobellis
William Valenti MD H Winn McC Nancy Beck Th &D Proietti Sue Yanioa & Wanda DeFi
& James Wolk inn McCray & Frances Englund omas & Donna Proietti ue Yaniga anda DeFiore

John Mcintyre & Gary Keleher
Robert Neale
Terry Quataert
Thomas Schumacher
Marsha Sundman
& Deidre Murphy
John Yavonditte
& Thom Hutchison

Diva ($750 - $999)

H. Darrell Lance
Dennis Rosenbaum

& Robert Caruso
Wegmans Food Market

Marilyn Borer
Pat Cloonan
Carl Conklin

George Cunic

Crooner ($500 - $749)

The College at Brockport
Matthew Fleig MD

Greg Partridge & Doug Potter
Tony Rizzo

Bill Soudan

Patty & Bill Strauss

Tom Wahl & Glen Skalny

Prima ($150 - $249)

Douglas Deeley
Freewheelers Bicycle Shop

Peter Fedele
Richard Fitts

Kevin Frisch

Robert & Howard Green
Marc Ellis Holland & Ted Smith Cat & Rusty
Diane & Jerry Macaluso
Chris McCormack

Joan McCormick

David Merritt

& Michael Holden

Patron ($250 - $499)

Michael Allen
Barbara E Ames
& Nancy A Kennedy

Lyle Jenks

Neka Zimmerman wouldn't say it was
a given that he was going to join a chorus.
In fact, he might not sound, at first, like

seeks out music in my life all that often,
from it,” he says. “I always tell people it’s

because there’s just music playing in my
head all the time, so why would I listen to anything else?”

With that said, Neka has long been active in the queer and trans

community in Rochester and was familiar with the RGMC. He
attended the holiday concert in December 2014 and decided to
take a leap and join a little while later, in January 2016. He has
enjoyed bringing some “active creation of music” into his life,
rather than just keeping songs in his head.

In addition to the music making, he finds the RGMC to be
a great social outlet, providing inspiring bonds he hadn’t often

found before. “I really enjoy getting to know people in the chorus,

people who I probably wouldn’t have interacted with otherwise.

Especially having the opportunity to meet and interact with queer

and gay men from older generations,” says Neka. “I didn’t have

the opportunity to meet or interact with anybody queer as a child

or have older queer role models. It’s super awesome to be able to

Chrystine Blackwell

Tom Crawford

Maurice & Barbara DeMay
Giuseppe Erba

& Mark Pierzynski
Joanne Everts

in Memory of Bobby Moore Fort Hill Liquor Store

Cindy German
Thomas & Carolyn Gorman

The Very Rev David Hefling
In Honor of Al Carvill

Elizabeth lwan

Eric Jacobson

MEMBER SPOTLIGT: NEKA ZIMMERMAN

the chorus-seeking type: “I'm not one who :

and I don’t get a lot of inherent enjoyment

Robert Read & Thomas Orsini - Anonymous
Donald Rogers In Memory of Lou Vallone
Mike Rose

KEYNOTES is the official newsletterof the Rochester Gay
Men’s Chorus and is published three times a year. The
RGMUC is solely responsible for its editorial content.

KEYNOTES is a collaboration of several talented people.
To place an advertisement, contact the RGMGC at

the chorus office at (585) 423-0650.Reproduction of
editorial or photo-graphic content without consent of
the Rochester Gay Men’s Chorus is strictly prohibited.
Copyright 2016 RGMC Inc., 121 N. Fitzhugh St. #315,
Rochester, NY 14614-1214, (585) 423-0650

Privacy Statement: The RGMC is very concerned with
keeping your personal information private. The RGMC
will not share or sell personal information to any third

party.

interact with other queer men who have experienced a lot more
than me.”

That camaraderie and sage guidance are of particular benefit to
Neka, who has an important story of his own to share — one that
hasn’t always been met with acceptance: “I am transgender and a
trans man. I think it’s really important to share that in the context
of being in the gay men’s chorus. Historically single-gender spaces
can sometimes be harrowing for trans people. After visiting with
my parents, who, sadly, aren’t particularly interested in embracing
me as their son, it’s always good to come back here and come back
to chorus. Being a member of the chorus has deepened my sense
of feeling at home in Rochester.”

Neka has found other niches in Rochester as well: he performs
as an aerial artist, which he’s found to be a great athletic outlet
for someone never interested in team sports. And he is working
on becoming a certified teaching assistant, currently working as
a teacher’s aide for students with developmental disabilities. He’s
found the RGMC has helped him feel more at home along this
career path, too, with many other male teachers in the group.

For someone who doesn’t typically seek out music, it sure
seems fortuitous that Neka found his way to the RGMC, to new
connections and acceptance of all that he has to offer.
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Roc the Day is a 24-hour dash to donate to nonprofit kit i \
organizations in the Rochester community who depend on e e W R
public support. G TS ';},}"'l
Thanks to the generosity of three donors, we will receive L
matching donations for every dollar of our first $3,000 raised FoR TIGKETS AND MORE INFORMATION,
during ROC the Day! Please help us to meet this exciting goal! "
Any donation, of any size, is helpful and deeply appreciated. @ T o

Be a ROCstar for us on November 29 at www.roctheday.
org/event/RochesterGayMensChorus.



