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The RGMC Pays Tribute to Powerhouse Women

Join us on Saturday, March 19, at 8 pm at the 
Hochstein Performance Hall for I’m the Greatest 
Star: The Fabulous Female Singers. We will 
celebrate songs made famous by incredible women 
of the 1920s through the 1950s. We are thrilled that 
Michael Lasser (of WXXI’s Fascinatin’ Rhythm) 
will be on hand to host.

From Blues to Jazz to Big Band, Broadway, 
and Hollywood movie musicals, our songs will 
represent and celebrate women who had the 
drive to break free and succeed in a society which 
discriminated against them. These women — 
including Ella Fitzgerald, Billie Holiday, Fanny 
Brice, Ethel Merman, Mamie Smith, Barbra 
Streisand, Judy Garland, and the Andrews Sisters 
— not only blazed their own trails, but became 
icons for the LGBTQ community through their 
stories of adversity, perseverance, and triumph, as 

well as with the incredible performances they gave 
these songs.

Songs include such classics as “Get Happy/
Happy Days are Here Again,” “A-Tisket, A-Tasket,” 
“Tangerine,” “Bei mir bist du schön,” “My Man,” 
“The Party’s Over,” and “Can’t Help Lovin’ That 
Man,” among many others. I’m the Greatest Star 
will also feature the incredibly popular Rochettes.

Tickets are available at www.thergmc.org or 
by calling (585) 423-0650. Tickets can also be 
purchased in person at Parkleigh, Outlandish, 
Equal=Grounds, Vittorio Menswear and Tuxedo, 
or from RGMC members. Ticket prices are $6 for 
children under 12; $14 for students and seniors 
in advance ($17 at the door); and $17 for adults in 
advance ($20 at the door). Hochstein Performance 
Hall is located at 50 North Plymouth Ave.

We are delighted to Welcome tWo distinguished guests to our concert staff:

I’m The GreaTesT sTar:

Michael Lasser, host
Michael is a lecturer, writer, broadcaster, critic, and teacher. He is the author of America’s 

Songs II: From the 1890s to the Post-War Years (2013), a companion volume to his and Philip 
Furia’s America’s Songs: The Stories Behind the Songs of Broadway, Hollywood, and Tin Pan 
Alley (2006). This November, he will complete 35 years as host of the nationally syndicated 
public radio show, Fascinatin’ Rhythm, winner of a 1994 Peabody Award. A graduate of 
Dartmouth College, he is the former theater critic for the Democrat & Chronicle and speaks 
often at museums and universities around the country. In 2010, he was named a Thomas P. 
Johnson Distinguished Visiting Scholar at Rollins College. He is currently nearing completion 
of a third book, City Songs: The American Popular Song, 1900-1950. 

The Fabulous Female sInGers
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Jason Alexander Holmes, assistant 
concert director

Jason teaches vocal music, piano, and general music at the 
School of the Arts in the Rochester City School District and 
directs the Eastman Young Children’s Chorus. An award-
winning conductor, he has also directed the University of 
Rochester Gospel Choir and is frequently called upon to be a 
guest conductor for honor choirs. Mr. Holmes has also served 
as conductor, music director, and keyboardist for numerous 
school, amateur, and professional productions, most recently 
having conducted the Rochester Festival Chorus in concert 
with soprano Kathleen Battle. Favorites include: Benjamin 
Britten’s War Requiem (children’s chorus conductor, Eastman 
School of Music), The Addams Family (conductor, Rochester 
School of the Arts), Chicago (music director and pianist, 
Nazareth College), and the Calamari Sisters (music director, 
studio pianist). As a bass-baritone, Mr. Holmes has performed 
in Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony (soloist), Handel’s Messiah 
(soloist), Gershwin’s Porgy and Bess (Porgy), and Jason Robert 
Brown’s Parade (Newt/Riley/Jim). 

Want to sing with the Rochester Gay Men’s Chorus? Voice 
placements for our June concert will be held Thursday, 
March 31, at 6 pm, followed by a full group rehearsal at 7 pm, 
at the Downtown United Presbyterian Church. Learn more 
at www.thergmc.org/joinus.

guest concert staff, continued



RGMC OUT ON THE TOWN

The Rochester Gay Men’s Chorus is 
thrilled to be able to continue to realize its 
mission statement out in the community 
by participating in varied and important 
events in and out of Rochester.

On Friday, December 11, eight members of 
the chorus sang Christmas carols live on 
WROC Channel 8 as part of the station’s 
Food for Families broadcast. This annual 
collaboration with Tops Friendly Markets 
and Foodlink raises awareness, money, 
and food donations for Foodlink. We were 
honored to take part!

As a result of the generosity of our 
Underneath the Tree audience members 
this December, we proudly donated boxes 
full of toys to families in need in the 
Rochester community. Thank you to all 
those who helped make our fifth annual 
toy drive such a success!



We’re excited to announce that we will be singing at Festival 
2016 in Denver, Colorado, an event sponsored by the Gay and 
Lesbian Association of Choruses (GALA Choruses). We are 
hearing that this event will be GALA Choruses’ biggest ever — 
proven by the fact that the discounted rooms that had been set 
aside were reserved in record time, with some hotels having their 
blocked-out rooms booked within an hour!

In this, the eleventh hour of our preparations, we find that 
there are still some members who would like to attend but cannot 
without financial assistance. You can make a difference by 
sponsoring a member’s participation in the Festival. A donation 
in any amount would be tax-deductible and will go toward the 
cost of a singer’s registration, hotel, and f light.

Contact us at (585) 423-0650 to learn more or to make your 
donation today!

Here We Come!



THE ROCHESTER GAY MEN’S CHORUS

Dinner ShowOur Annual

Join us for an evening of music, food, libations, and fun for our spring fundraiser! 
On Saturday, April 23, at ButaPub in the Historic German House, we will share the stage with 
entertainer friends from the greater Rochester area. Throughout the evening, there will be raffle 
prizes, silent auctions, and plenty of opportunities to mingle with friends, old and new.
 • Cash bar opens at 5 pm, with a buffet dinner at 6 pm and the show at 7:30. 
 • Tickets are $55 each, or $100 for two.
 • Space is limited! Be sure to secure your seat by March 23. Visit www.thergmc.org.

We thank you for your support!
Rachel Barnhart anchors 

News 8 First at Four. She is a 
Rochester native. She grew up in 
the Maplewood neighborhood 
and graduated from John 
Marshall High School and Cornell 
University. 

Rachel’s television career started 
at WENY-TV in Elmira. From there, 
she reported and produced for Time 

Warner Cable’s Rochester newsroom. She went on to become 
the weekend anchor at News 8 and, later, 13WHAM. Rachel was 

thrilled to return to News 8 in April 2013.
 Rachel enjoys covering politics, education, and downtown 

development. In 2011, she cofounded the Rochester Media 
Association. She’s also been a leader on social media, keeping 
Rochesterians up to date through her Twitter and Facebook 
pages. Rachel’s Twitter account won City Newspaper’s “Best of 
Rochester” readers’ poll in 2012, 2013, 2014, and 2015.

“I was thrilled to be asked to participate in this event,” Rachel 
says of More Than Us 3. “I am a big fan of the RGMC. I’m also 
a huge believer in equality and acceptance. What better way 
to demonstrate a community’s contribution to Rochester than 
through the arts?”

Rachel Barnhart,  
Mistress of Ceremonies



Mr Jean G. Thibodeau C.P.A.

31 Putting Green Lane  
Penfield, NY 14526 

585-586-6160

For all your Tax and Accounting needs:

“Call the Gay CPA”

Over 20 years of experience

The RGMC is offering the opportunity 
for you to sponsor a song during any 

performance. 
For a tax-deductible donation of $250, 

sponsorship will allow you to select a song from 
our upcoming show and include a personalized message to be 
featured next to the song in the program.

To sponsor a song, contact us at song@thergmc.org or  
(585) 423-0650.



Maestro ($1000 and Over) 
The Allstate Foundation
Jacqueline Archer
Bill & Vanessa Gough in Honor of 
 Allstate Agent Jason Juliano
Jason Juliano
David Knoll & David Skinner
Chuck Lundeen & John Williams
J David & Margo C McCloskey
John Owen
Tom Wahl, Jr & Glen Skalny

Diva ($750 - $999)
Tom Crawford
Patty & Bill Strauss

Crooner ($500 - $749)
Shirley Bowen & Tracy Perkins
Robert Caruso &  
 Dennis Rosenbaum
Michael Gehl
Norman Horton
H Darrell Lance
H Winn McCray
Dan Meyers
Greg Partridge & Doug Potter 
Stephen Smith
Robert & Jeffrey Strauss 
Alan Van Camp & Rob Anderson

Patron ($250 - $499)
Barbara E Ames &  
    Nancy A Kennedy
David Champlin & Frank Hanzel
J Ernest DuBois
Marc Ellis Holland & Ted Smith
Dr Matt Fleig
J Randall Fulton 
Paul Hoffman & Herman Diep  
 in Memory of Lou Vallone
Kris Hunt & Dee Miller
Thomas Schumacher
 

Mark A Smith
Walter & Karen Von Kaenel
John Yavonditte  
    & Thom Hutchison
Anonymous 

Prima ($150 - $249)
Lon Baratz & Joseph Arena
Douglas Deeley
J Ernest DuBois
Peter Elliott
Roger Feistel & David Minchella
Kevin Frisch
Eric Jacobson
Noreen Mastro & Arlene Sherman
Christopher McCormack
Joan McCormack
Glenn Nixon
Thomas Privitere
Richard & Shirley Quataert
Henry Schroeder
Judy & Allan Schwartz
Eric Shoen
Michael Tiss

Friend (Under $150)
Kennan Beckstrand
Christine Blackwell
Marilyn Borer
Loretta Bradley
Brandon Brown  
 in Memory of Lou Vallone
Michael Carafos & Mark Joseph
Chuck Collins
Carl Conklin
Richard Connett  
 in Memory of Lou Vallone
Randall Coyne  
 in Memory of Lou Vallone
George E Cunic
Mark A Davis
Robert O Day

Maurice & Barbara DeMay
Giuseppe Erba & Mark Pierzynski
Peter Fedele
Christine & Walter Fendley
Richard Fitts
Dennis Foley
Susan Gates
Timothy Geen & David Marshall
Cindy A German
Robert & Howard Green
John Griffith & Charlene Sherwood
Gary Hallinen  
 in Memory of Lou Vallone
Cat & Rusty
Joseph Hartnett-Hughes
Robert Heminway  
 in Memory of Lou Vallone
Betty Iwan
Steven Jarose &  
 Marvin Ritzenthaler
Irene C Klaeysen
Linda T Krehling
Thomas Krolak  
 in Memory of Lou Vallone
Virginia Lamay  
 in Memory of Lou Vallone
Levy Sporting Goods, Inc. 
Freewheelers
Coy Ludwig
Diane & Jerry Macaluso
Stephen Metildi
Dan Meyers
Pat Moran
Ray & Ellie Newell
Sam Nicolosi  
 in Memory of Lou Vallone
Roger Parris & Michael Longo
Julie Petit
Milli Piccione
Joanne & David Poland
Debra Popplewell  
 in Memory of Lou Vallone

Tom & Donna Proietti
Terry Quataert
Robert Read & Everett Orsini
Meredith Reiniger
Don Rogers
Edward Schell  
 in Memory of Lou Vallone
Schuber Liquor Store
Thomas Scumacher
Sandi Shoen
Eleanor Siegfried
Bill Soudan
Gail A Stacy
Marsha Sundman & Deidre Murphy
Darryl Tardy & Derek Cummings
Michael Touhey & Ronald Berry  
 in Memory of Lou Vallone
Naomi Van Camp
Vince Yacobellis
Lynn Zicari

KEYNOTES is the official newsletter 
of  the Rochester Gay Men’s Chorus 
and is published three times a year.  
The RGMC is solely responsible for  
its editorial content.

KEYNOTES is a collaboration of  
several talented people. To place an 
advertisement, contact the RGMC  
at the chorus office at (585) 423-0650. 
Reproduction of  editorial or photo-
graphic content without consent of  the 
Rochester Gay Men’s Chorus is strictly 
prohibited. Copyright 2016 RGMC 
Inc., 121 N. Fitzhugh St. #315,  
Rochester, NY 14614-1214,  
(585) 423-0650

Privacy Statement: The RGMC is very 
concerned with keeping your personal 
information private. The RGMC will 
not share or sell personal information 
to any third party.

Stefan Baer is thrilled to be a part of 
the chorus, this group of men who love 
to make music together, and has been 
ever since he first joined in 1999. He has 
many cherished memories of making 
music and friends with other RGMC 
members, and he is thrilled whenever 
he has the chance to stand in mixed 
formation, hearing those wonderful 
harmonies around him. He is reminded 
in those moments “how good we are 

and how the chorus kicks ‘that body part.’”
Stefan is active in the LGBTQ community, not only singing with 

the chorus, but volunteering for the Gay Alliance of the Genesee 
Valley during special events such as the Red Ball and Pride, and 

also with the ImageOut film festival where he serves on the Theater 
Operations Committee.

Stefan recently premiered his one-man storytelling show, “Tales of 
the North Street Cafegymnorium,” at the Rochester Fringe Festival 
in September 2015. The show was well received, and he hopes to do 
more of this in the future. He also hopes to bring in other people 
to tell their stories as well, as he continues to develop his up-and-
coming theatrical organization, The Risotto Patate Café Theatre 
Company.

When he is not working, singing, or acting, Stefan enjoys skiing 
(both downhill and Nordic/cross country) in the winter, bike riding 
during the other three seasons, going to see shows in Rochester and 
movies at the Little Theatre, coming up with more crazy ideas for his 
stories and songs, and spending time with family and friends.

Keynotes Member of the Month

A heartfelt thank-you to our donors
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Premiere!

June 18, 2016
8 Pm hochstein Performance hall
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THE ROCHESTER GAY MEN’S CHORUS

for concert and ticket information visit 
www.thergmc.org

For the final concert of  our 2015-2016 season, we’ll 
present a collection of  songs and arrangements 
written especially for the chorus through the years, 
including several new compositions. In large part, this 
concert will serve as an exciting preview of  what we’ll 
be singing and sharing at the GALA Choruses Festival 
2016 in Denver, Colorado.

New Members

A warm welcome to the newest members of  the chorus!
Back row, left to right: Matt Gridley, Evan Church
Front row, left to right: Neka Zimmerman, Oliver Puente, 
Josh Pickering (visiting)


