The Hewspaper Marionette by largo Hose

when I was teaching in B Creative Arts program for the O'Neill Theater
center, I designed this kind of & marionette for use in the schoola;
there was an unlimitsd supply of material that coast nothing and the
making was simple enough that it could be hendled by the fifth grade.
Eent af nll,%huuld not be consentrating on hand or rod puppets because

Marionettes wears too hard to make.

Working with newspapers makes your hands dirty, but ths black washes

ofl.
Newapapers differ in size and texture ao you may want to try a lew

pieces to be pure you are getting the results you want. For the paper

I used, these proportions worked.

1. Eaking the Body
Fold 7 full aheeta of psper together keep- ] Q

ing the ecorners even until you have the size full 1 page X page
of che page. Beginning at the long cpen sdge

fold over 2 inchea. Fold over agaln and again {D

pressing it down firmly and tucking in the % page

fullness., You should have a flat roll about
3 inches wide and ep long As A NewWapApEr PAREES.

Fold each end in 2/3 of the way so they cverlap

and the body is 3 layers of the paper roll _
thiek. It will be stiff, but if you put a pencil (-”éﬁ')
in the fold it will be easier to press the end o

COWla

Wow open the flat roll and with an ice plck

make four holes nll the way thru,avenly spaced,

in one of the crsases. Thege are for arm and

head attachments, This is the shoulder end. In :
the erease at the other end,which will ba the r{?m“\\h ‘e
“ips, rcke two holem at the centor 3/L ineh \ — -'._
apart, These are for leg attachments. Halfl

wey between the shoulder holes and the end of
that sectionmake two holesm in the center 3/i
inch apart, Insert a strong cord in one of
thege holes and out the other, Tie off secure-
1y, c¢losely and permanently, This ia for the
back string attachmed t.
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7. Plecing the cord fnr_juints.

Aun & piece of cord thru each hole in the
hip end and tie each one loosely( just ao it
won't pull out) on the outside of the roll.
Theae cords will hold ths legs on.

Do the same in ths two outer holea in the ]
shouldar end. These corda hold the arms on. 34
From ths cutaside of the feld run & long cord

into uhﬂ}!n the center and out thru the other.

Tie thase ofl locsely on thes outside of the

roll. Thase cordas hold the head on. .

With mrll cords owtside, fold the ends of the o=

roll firmly over each cther with the end -

with the backstring attachment outsgide. H_f

Bind firmly withacoteh tape.

&

i Faking ths legsa.

Use 2 full sheets of papsr for the upper
uagmnnti. Fold to % pize keeping cornersa
even. Begimning at ths long cpen edge fold
over % inch,then roll tightly tucking in
tha Mallnasa. Presas flat and fold hoth
ends cver to make tha upper leg aa long

as you want it. Uslng the pencil in the
folds makes it sasier, Fasten these ends

down to the main part of the leg with tape f*ﬁ
# {i}

bound tightly. Make the lower leg the same
only using one full sheet of paper instead
of 2. You may make a foot if deasired by
folding lower end aam illustrated.

hether you make a foot or mot add a weight -
to the bottom of the lower leg by inserting -t .L{Ha

a lorge nut(metal) detween the folda of weight
paper and taping securely.
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L. Making the anms,

¥ake the arme the same way only use % a full
sheet (one page). It 1s essential to have
sach left and right sectionpf arma and legs
the same length., It is also necepaary to
roll thess pleces snugly and tape tightly.

5. Making knae and elbow jointas. i

Flace the endas of the upper and lowar aec-
tions of 'the arms and the legs togsther,
and connect e&lbow and knes jolnts by run-
ning cord thru the hole left by the pen-
eil in each part. Tie the cord ac the
jointe are anug but not tight. Alﬂknnts
should be mads parmanant ao they will not
come undone. A satrip of tape placed len-
gthwine over the jn:lnt_;.m%r the knees and
albowa,on ingide of the , Wwhen they are
lying flet halpa to prevent their bend-
ing backwards.

6. M¥aking the head.

For the head use two Muill shesta of paper.
Fold to % page aize. On longer open edge
fold over 1% inch, Continue to fold making
the plece ns wide as you want the head.
Fold this in the middle crosswise, fold
again crosswise so you have l; thicknesses.
This will be very stiff and hard to handle.
Found it with a hammer 1 n-hunulrr, but
usually hand pressure will do it.

How cpen up the lamt four Tfolds and make
2 helea with the lece plek in the center
crease 3/l to 1 inch apart to receive the
neckstrings which are hanging out of the
shoulders.




7. Atteching the head.

Fun one of thease nunklht-ring corda thra one of

theas holeg in the headpiece from the outside

and wwd back thru the other hole from the in-

side. Tie off leaving encugh space batwesn

head and shoulders. Il you wish you may wind
saveral layera of papar around these hunk

cords, but be careful not to restrict the

movement. Fold the four mections of the head ‘

together and bind tightly with taps. The
aide with the open ends is the fnce.
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6. Attaching arms and lega.

Attach the legs by running the corda at the
hips thru the folded end of the upper leg
where ths pencil was. Make thies joint just
a little loose 8o legs move (reely. Be
sure lega are the same length.

Attach the orma loopely with the shoulder
cords .

9. The controller.

Use en airplane type controller. It can be
made by cuttingtwo cheap rulers at the [

inch mark. Ona ﬁ inch piece i1p the body of
the controller und 8 5 inch plece im the

crosas ber., The other § inch piece ia the
leg bar. Bore a hole in ths main contro-

ller 2 inches from the front end and in
the eross bar in the center blg enufl to
receive a small belt whieh goes thru =

hole in the {lange of a apring paper clio,
thru the hole in the eross bar and thru

the hnlelin the main bar and 1s secured with Ib
' 1 [

8 wing nut. The leg bar is placed in this - {
¢lip when not in usa.



With & copng 2aw cut & 3/0 inch slet in the
center of the back end of the main bar, in
both enda of the croes bar and both ends ol
the leg bar. Cut & =inch aleot on each aids
of these pame pieces % inchfrom the end.
Bore two small holes % inch from the front
end of the main bar, PBore two amall holea
1 inth back of the croas bar in the main
bar, and s hole in each end of the croae
bar 1% inch from the end. These last two
holes receive & amall woven rope which
loopa sbove the contreller end is held in
place at each end by & knot underneath.
Thia is for hanging the puppet.

10. Stringing the marionette.

The length of strings is deterrmined by stage
proportions. The controller should be held
Juat balow elbow lavel which is a comfortable
position. thhathtr the puppetesar iz atand-
ing on the floor cor on & bridge his poaition
is the same.

Hang the controller. With a large needle
run a length of wovan fiah line thru aach
upper corner of the head alightly back of
center. Pull the other end of these strings
thru the slots in the ends of the cross
bar and wind the excess string thru the
side slots. Be sure the puppet fmces forward.
With the big needle run a double length

of rish line thru the back of the ahoulder,
up thru one hele beocl of the cross bar,
down thru the other and thru the back of
tha other shoulder. Be gure thame lines

are not twisted. With the controllsr hald
level mdjust these I'obn strings so the
tension im equal.
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Fasten & Tighline string to the cord in the ﬁ;ﬁ?&,
middles of the back, Rnd pull the other end s
thru the efot in the back end of the main \
bar. Wind excess thru aide aslots. Faaten 1)
a double length of string te one hand,bring

it up thrqbna holefin the front of the main

bar end down thru the other. Tie off on the

other hand so both hands are held slightly

ralased.

With the needle fasten strings to each

imee, with the other snd drawn thru the

slote in the leg bar and wind excess thru

aide plota. Laave A littla slack in thoae

atrings when the leg bar is in the paper

11. alip.

Fow to prevent tangling

When your marionetts isa not in use hang it

by the cord on ths cross bar. Or if you

wish to pack 1t away pull a bag that is longer
than tha puppet up over the figure and tie
with & draw string. Holding the controller,
with leg bar in the paper clip, in the Tight
hand grasp ALL the strings in the Ileft hand
and wind around the controller. AIWAYS handle
tha mnrinnuttqﬁy the controller, If the Cigurs
should ba dropped,before you pick it up atudy

the stringscarefully. You may be able to plek
it up without thAnglesa, But if it is tangled
follow the back string, study how to clear

it and you will have a guide to the untangling,
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This classic craft design comes from legendary puppeteer and
puppet maker Margo Rose. She helped create television’s first
puppet superstar Howdy Doody. Our puppet maker, Helen Spaet-
zel got this design from Margo and shared it with us. It’s a really
clever way to make a marionette. Please enjoy and share your
results on our website and facebook page.
www.rainbowpuppets.com




