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Footsteps in History 2026
Over 250 Years of U.S. History
Told by the Rainbow Puppets 

Over 250 years of history told by the Rainbow Puppets.  The show is an ambitious undertaking by the company’s founder and creator David Messick, Jr. and expands on the work he and the company began with their acclaimed telling of Jamestown’s 400th anniversary.
The show begins in 1607 when Pocahontas and Powhatan walk along the shores of Virginia and give thanks for their “land of riches.”  How could they have known that Captain Christopher Newport and John Smith who set sail from England searching for riches and adventure. 

Good times and bad are found.  Pocahontas is celebrated in by the King of England but Virginia colonists are angry.  Soon, Patrick Henry and others rally the nation to change.

We meet George Washington, who answers the call to duty time and again.  We meet Mary Peake who teaches newly-freed children under an oak tree where Abraham Lincoln's Emancipation Proclamation is read and where Hampton University will later be built.

The nation grows further with trains, boats, airplanes, and finally rocket ships.  The show ends with a walk on the moon and a call for everyone to dream big for an even brighter future.
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Artisans around the country worked tirelessly to produce the numerous puppets and props necessary for telling the story.  In Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, Jill Harrington has created an assortment of wide-mouthed puppets including Mary Peake and Christopher Newport  In Hampton, Virginia, Laura Huff has sculpted human arm puppets of Abraham Lincoln and Patrick Henry.  Puppeteer Regina Smith has crafted all costumes in Iowa. 

Show creator David Messick, Jr. has been producing and writing original shows for schools and libraries for 49 years.  He is currently on a 150-location performance tour in conjunction with his 16th book, “Getting There! It’s Half the Fun!”  
For the television networks, he has managed development projects for the Disney Channel, Paramount Pictures, Universal Studios, NBC television and others.  David later directed movie legend Mickey Rooney and Broadway Legend Carol Channing in “Costume Party.”
Vocal performances include many Rainbow Puppet veterans as well as an outstanding complement of new voices.  
The late local legend Gerri Hollins provides the pre-recorded voice of Mary Peake.  Gerri was also a technical consultant to earlier versions of the show.  She is the founder of the Contraband Slave Historical Society and helped ensure accuracy for that portion of the story.  Gerri has been honored, along with Mary Peake on a monument at the Hampton Convention Center.
Long time Rainbow vocal artist Tim Tharrington is Crabis the Crab who opens the show.  Sean Mahan is the voice of George Washington and several other cast members.  There are additional voices by Chris Bartlett, Deborah Carlos, Tony Gabriele, Norm Otto, Mark Tiller, and Jason Wiedel. 

Puppeteers for this show include James Cooper, Wesley Huff, Alyssa Jones, and David and Joshua Messick.

Additional information about the show including photos, behind the scene stories, and musical clips from Rainbow’s shows can be found at www.rainbowpuppets.com.

Rainbow Productions, Inc. is a non-profit arts organization.

