
About Dr. Dawn, CEO/Founder of Dr. Dawn ShopTalk 

 

Dr. Dawn Tirado Hamby is the CEO and founder of Dr. Dawn ShopTalk, a consulting company based 

on Dr. Hamby’s 30 years of experience in education, administration, management and training.   

From Resume Reboots, to landing that promotion, Dr. Dawn helps 

men and women in the workforce uncover their true potential.  

ShopTalk offers a variety of customizable online training, 

motivational programs, and career/life coaching opportunities for 

individual clients, businesses and school districts. Dr. Dawn also 

hosts a weekly show on Facebook at 12 Noon CDT each and every 

Monday called The Monday Huddle, where she shares 3 tips for the 

week to help people get their week started off on the right foot. Dr. 

Hamby is also a proud military mom - stationed in Japan, her 

daughter Savannah Ann is an Air Force Armament Mechanic for the 

F-16 Fighter Jet.  And thanks to their non-military daughter, Laura, 

and her husband Daniel, Dr. Dawn (aka, “Lollie”) and her husband 

Mark (aka, “Pop”) get to spend time as proud grandparents in 

Russellville, Arkansas to their first grandchild, Molly Grace.  When 

not bragging about their daughters, Dr. Dawn and Mark live in Little 

Rock, Arkansas, along with their two “furry-children,” MJ and Roxie.   

A native of New York, Dr. Hamby’s family is originally from Puerto Rico and moved to Arkansas in 1979.  

A graduate of Hendrix College, she earned a Bachelor’s of Arts Degree in Psychology, followed by a 

Master’s Degree in Secondary Education, and a Doctorate in Higher Education, with a specialty in 

Secondary Education Teaching and Administration. Her dissertation, Foreign Language Anxiety: It’s 

Impact on Student Success in Today’s Classroom was published by the University of Arkansas Press in 

2000, and remains one of the few pieces of education-based research that investigated the debilitating 

effects of foreign language anxiety on high school student performance.   

For over a decade, Dr. Hamby served as the Director of Vocational Training for a Comprehensive 

Rehabilitation Center in Hot Springs, AR, which at the time, was one of only 8 in the country.  Centers 

like these offer career and technical training, along with life skills training and medical care, to adult 

students with disabilities.  As such, Dr. Dawn was responsible for overseeing 10 Career Tech 

Educational programs, 3 Career Tech Student Organizations, along with the supervision of the 

faculty/students/staff of those programs. Dr. Hamby has also served as a Governor-appointee to 

numerous educational state boards and commissions, including the Arkansas Closing the Academic 

Achievement Gap Commission, for which she was unanimously elected chairman.   

Today, Dr. Hamby is delighted to continue her work for the State of Arkansas by developing partnerships 

with business and industry, technical schools, and colleges/universities as a means of developing new 

workforce opportunities, while creating talent pipelines for companies and their future employees.   

 


