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More Than Just a Fes�val: 

The LAAFF is a fundraiser that supports at-risk youth and their access to 

performing arts opportuni�es as well as exposure to technical support and video 

produc�on. Partnering with Asheville Crea�ve Arts (ACA), this event fosters 

opportunity, self-determina�on and ar�s�c growth in a way that a�racts love 

from around the world. ACA provides high-quality arts experiences for all and acts 

as a hub for ar�s�c development and coopera�on with related services to sibling 

social enterprises and arts nonprofits serving Asheville and Western North 

Carolina.  

Join the Tradi�on: 

Be a part of Lovely Asheville's remarkable story. The LAAFF is your chance to: 

· Celebrate nature's beauty and support its preserva�on efforts.  

· Discover talented local ar�sts, musicians, and businesses. 

· Enjoy a weekend filled with family fun and community spirit. 

Sponsorship Opportuni�es: 

· Annual Event = Year-Round Exposure: While the fes�val itself is a two-day 

event, exposure for sponsors leads up to the fes�val and for major 

sponsors, exposure extends far beyond those dates. Your brand will be 

prominently featured in our marke�ng materials, social media campaigns, 

and promo�onal ac�vi�es for up to 2 month leading up to the fes�val, and 

ten months leading up to the next annual fes�val (August 2027), ensuring 

maximum impact for your sponsorship dollar. 

Vendor Opportuni�es: 

The LAAFF welcomes 60 non-food vendors, 10 open-flame food vendors, 10 food 

trucks or beer vendors, and fresh produce vendors. Secure your spot and connect 

with a thriving market and help restore the Lovely Asheville area.  

 

 

 

 



Page 3.



Page 4.



Page 5.



Page 6.



Page 7.



Page 8.





Page 10.



Page 11.



LAAFF 2026 - Food Vendor (Open Flame) 
Required Health & Business Permits, Vending Fee with Deadlines 

 

Opera�ng as an open flame food vendor at the Lovely Asheville Annual Fall Fes�val  requires a 

combina�on of local health department permits, fire safety cer�fica�ons, and specific 

insurance coverage. 

Because this event is held in Buncombe County, you must adhere to both the fes�val's private 

requirements and the City of Asheville’s strict fire codes for "Open Flame" cooking. 

1. Required Health & Business Permits 

· Buncombe County TFE Permit: You must submit a Temporary Food Establishment (TFE) 

applica�on to Buncombe County Environmental Health at least 15 days prior to the 

event. The fee is typically $75. 

· NC Sales & Use Tax Cer�ficate: You must have a valid North Carolina sales tax ID to sell 

food or merchandise. 

· Food Handler Cer�fica�on:  At least one person on-site should have a ServSafe or 

equivalent ANSI-accredited food manager cer�fica�on. 

2. Open Flame & Fire Safety (City of Asheville) 

Cooking with an open flame (charcoal, wood, or gas) triggers specific fire marshal requirements:  

· Fire Marshal Inspec�on: You must be prepared for an on-site inspec�on before the 

fes�val opens. 

· Fire Ex�nguisher: Vendors using open flames or deep fryers must have a Class K 

ex�nguisher (for grease) and/or a 2A:10B:C rated ex�nguisher with a current inspec�on 

tag (serviced within the last year). 

· LP Gas/Propane: If using propane, tanks must be secured (chained or in a milk crate) to 

prevent �pping and located away from public egress.  

· Flame Retardant Tents: Your tent must have a manufacturer’s tag cer�fying it is flame 

retardant (NFPA 701 compliant).  

3. Insurance Requirements 

The fes�val organizer, Lovely Asheville Enterprises, LLC, typically requires vendors to carry 

General Liability Insurance. 

· Coverage Limits: Usually a minimum of $1,000,000 per occurrence. 

· Addi�onal Insured: You will likely need to list "Lovely Asheville Enterprises, LLC" and 

poten�ally "The City of Asheville" as Addi�onal Insured on your Cer�ficate of Insurance 

(COI). 

· Ground Protec�on: Asheville regula�ons o�en require open flame/grease vendors to 

use tar paper or grease mats under their en�re cooking area to prevent pavement 

staining. 
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Policy on Religious and Poli�cal Neutrality 

Ensuring a Welcoming and Unified Atmosphere at the LAAFF 

To Our Community, Vendors, and Partners,  

The mission of the Lovely Asheville Annual Fall Fes�val (LAAFF) has always been to 

celebrate the spirit of our region, our local talent, and the natural beauty that surrounds 

us. To ensure that every a�endee—regardless of background, belief, or affilia�on —feels 

equally welcome and safe, we have established a policy of strict neutrality regarding 

religious denomina�ons and poli�cal par�es. 

Our decision to omit these specific acknowledgments is based on three core principles: 

· Crea�ng a Universal Space: Fes�vals serve as one of the few remaining "common 

grounds" in our society. By focusing on shared interests like art, music, and 

environmental preserva�on, we provide a sanctuary where community members 

can connect over what unites them, rather than what divides them. 

· Priori�zing Emo�onal Safety: In today’s polarized climate, the presence of 

par�san or denomina�onal signage can inadvertently create an atmosphere of 

"us vs. them." We believe that for an event to be truly inclusive, it must be free 

from the pressures of ideological debate, allowing families and individuals to 

enjoy the experience without feeling marginalized or targeted.  

· Mission Alignment: Our pla�orm is dedicated to specific community goals, such 

as suppor�ng local youth and celebra�ng our unique regional culture. 

Maintaining a neutral environment ensures that these objec�ves remain the 

primary focus, preven�ng our core message from being overshadowed by 

outside poli�cal or religious agendas. 

We value the diversity of thought and faith that our a�endees bring  with them. 

However, we ask that within the fes�val gates, we all join together under the single 

banner of our community.  

We appreciate your coopera�on in keeping this event a peaceful, vibrant, and safe 

space for everyone. 

Sincerely,  

Ray Mapp Event Organizer / Marke�ng  

Lovely Asheville Enterprises, LLC 

Abby Felder 

Asheville Crea�ve Arts (501-C3) 
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