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Our Mission
To deepen faith and foster a stewardship ethic 
through hands-on encounters with the natural world.

The Catholic Ecology Center began in 2021 and  
is a ministry of Laudato Si’ Project, a 501(c)3 non-
profit organization our founder began in 2016.

from Our Executive Director
Wow, 2024 was our most amazing year yet! It’s so exciting to see the 
new building addition be used for God’s glory in so many different 
ways. Our impact is record breaking with over 7,500 people taking 
part in programming in 2024 alone. Since we opened our doors in 
March of 2021, nearly 25,000 people have experienced our mission. 
I am so very grateful to all the donors, members, volunteers and 
prayers that make the Catholic Ecology Center a beacon of hope to 
our world.

It is fun seeing the property come alive in different ways during all 
four seasons. In addition to our diverse and faith-filled programming, 
we love being able to create a great visitor experience, keeping our 
building and trails open everyday for those wanting to explore, pray, 
relax and enjoy. I continue to be humbled by all the amazing things 
God is doing through our ministry. 

With a grateful heart and invigorated spirit, I look forward to a 
blessed 2025!

- Joe Meyer

BY THE Numbers: Our Impact IN 2024

Connecting with over 7,500 youth, families and adults

Serving through 3,100 volunteer hours of stewardship by  

	 665 different volunteers

Educating through 928 hours of educational programs and retreats;		

	 working with over 65 parishes, schools and organizations

CONNECTING TO CHRIST 
AND HIS CREATION

Josh Van Hecke



RETREATS
More and more people are discovering the rich 
ways in which nature can draw us closer to God. 
Surrounded by life, beauty and simplicity, we can 
hear and see God in new and deep ways. With 
the addition of our beautiful new chapel and 
overnight accommodations, the Catholic Ecology 
Center provides a magnificent place for people  
of all ages to encounter the Lord and grow in  
relationship with Him!

We were privileged to journey with a multitude of 
students, families and staff from dozens of parishes, 
schools and organizations throughout 2024. Quiet 
time for prayer and reflection, learning to work as 
a team, connecting the wonders of creation to the 
beauty of our faith, putting our faith into action 
through service and creating joy-filled memories 
have become staples of our grace-filled retreats. 

MEet OUR NEW PROGRAM COORDINATOR
Since joining the staff last summer, I have only grown in my conviction that the 
world needs more of what the CEC has to offer. More opportunities to unplug, 
soak in the beauty of nature, connect with God, encounter joy, offer our work 
in service to something greater than ourselves and strengthen our connection 
with others. I have witnessed people of all ages experiencing all of these  
and more here! The CEC is uniquely equipped to reach the hearts and minds  
of those we serve. I continue to be in awe of the work God is doing here and  
I am humbled and grateful to be a part of it!

Jackie Lesperance 

The CEC provided our students with a tremendous space to encounter our Lord on 
their retreat. We noticed a significant impact on the depth of prayer, authenticity and 
contemplation of our students in a way I have not seen before.  

Nino Rebholz, Director of Youth and Young Adult Ministry



ECOLOGY
Programs

St. John Chrysostom says, “From creation learn to  
admire the Lord!” This year’s ecology programming 
truly helped us grow in awe and wonder not only 
of creation, but of the marvelous Creator behind it 
all! Through water quality testing, students moni-
tored our water sources and learned how to care 
for them and thus the multitude of people the 
water affects. We surveyed moths, bats, bluebirds, 
minnows and small mammals to better know what 
is on our land and how to care for the critters. We 
even collected seeds to help others start prairies 
of their own. Whether in the forest, pond or prairie 
the heavens proclaim the greatness of the Lord! Meet our newest Educator

Dominic Carstens
Hailing from Wisconsin’s driftless region, Dominic 
developed a deep fascination with nature from 
an early age. Dominic pursued his passion for 
learning at Wyoming Catholic College, guiding 
outdoor adventures and helping others encounter 
Christ through the beauty of the natural world. 
With over 200 days spent in the backcountry, he 
has honed the skills needed for all kinds of wilder-
ness experiences.

Dominic joined the Catholic Ecology Center as an 
educator after completing his time this summer 
as a perpetual pilgrim on the National Eucharistic 
Procession. He is thrilled to inspire a love for God’s 
creation in outdoor enthusiasts of all ages.

The sun’s light that plays on the cedar trees, plays on each tiny flower as if it were the 
only one in existence; and in the same way our Lord takes a special interest in each soul. 
									         St. Therese of Liseieux



STEWARDSHIP

From our Volunteer Coordinator
We are extremely grateful to have volunteer help 
at the CEC! It would not be possible for us to  
exist without this help. Some of the 2024 projects 
included trail work, bluebird house monitoring, 
assisting with events, cleaning, and keeping our 
gardens weeded and looking great! MSI General 
also helped build our new educational animal 
shed which will house goats, chicks and a pig.

KIM KREIMANN

David Fulcher, CEC board 
member, has helped in so 
many ways this past year. 
With the building addition 
in full swing, he was cru-
cial with the planning, AV 
installation, educational 
signage and even helping 
build our new deck during 
the polar vortex last winter.

Dave is always ready to 
lend a hand whether on 
our trails or staffing our 
programs and events. 

Some of OUr Great Volunteers
Auggie & Amy Cunningham
Keith & Monica Everson
Dave Fulcher
Kevin Fraundorf
Ben Guido
Laurie Gramz
Ryan and Beth Grusenski
Angela Hart
Marj Hoefs
Jessica Horning 
Alice Kaminski
Jim Kostenko
Todd & Kim Kreimann
Mic LaCrosse
Nathan Lasnoski
Jack Lawlis
Andre Lesperance
Steve LuMaye

We must therefore encourage and support 
the ‘ecological conversion.’

St. John Paul II

Thank you to all of our volunteers! 

Volunteer SPOTLIGHT

Colleen Malone
Frankie Meier
Joe & Andrea Meyer
Ernie & Karen Meyer
Tom Mlada
Denise Murre
Maureen Mitchell
MSI General
Wendy Rahn
Lea Rosenberg
Jim & Peggy Senglaub
Joan Schnorenberg
Andy & Bonnie Schoofs
Jim & Sue Siepmann
Milo, Helen & Marisa 		
	 Stueck
Connie Trahar
Matt Vogel

We are grateful for all the clergy who help make our 
mission of bringing Christ to the world possible. 
Thanks also to all the Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts for 
their service projects!

A new volunteer put it very well, “I love that this 
place exists and I want my child to be in programs 
here in the future, so I want to do what I can to 
help.” What a great example to set for your kids, 
teaching them the importance of giving back!

We always need help. If you are interested,  
please visit our website CatholicEcologyCenter.org

or contact Kim Kreimann
kreimann@catholicecologycenter.org

Lend a 
hand!



Workshops

Stay up to date by following us on  
facebook or visit our website: 
CatholicEcologyCenter.org/events

All of Creation is a song of praise to God!
St. Hildegard of Bingen 

From OUR LEAD Educator
What a blessing it has been to be a part of the 
workshops this year! Whether searching for wild 
edibles, painting with foraged inks, making  
delicious chocolate or sampling foraged drinks,  
it has been moving to see people pour themselves 
into their work. Some of my favorite memories 
include sharing in the laughter of the ladies during 
the Advent wreath making class, seeing delight 
from kids as sap dripped from a maple tree and 
witnessing everything sparkle during a morning 
class of cross country skiing. God’s goodness and 
creativity have certainly been on display!

Regina Lawlis



EVENTS
The atmosphere was abuzz this year as the Catholic 
Ecology Center hosted many fantastic events. 
Friends, family and fun were no strangers to the 
CEC with maple syruping, candlelight hikes, owl 
prowl and more! With our partner organizations, 
we hosted events like the Catholic Garden and 
Homestead Symposium. The annual family camp-
out was a big success, with many marshmallows 
roasted, friendships forged and faith shared. 

Most importantly, the CEC is a home for Christ. 
His blessing was upon us as He made a stop at the 
CEC during the National Eucharistic Pilgrimage!

Stay up to date by following us  
on facebook or visit our website: 
CatholicEcologyCenter.org/events

The end for which we are created invites us to walk a road that is surely sown  
with a lot of thorns, but it is not sad, it is illuminated by joy.  

Blessed Pier Giorgio Frassati

National Eucharistic Procession 
comes to the CEC!

Josh Van Hecke

Josh Van Hecke

Josh Van Hecke



CLARE GARDENS CEC Finances
2024 REVENUES			 
Membership	
Donations	
Grants
Program Fees	
Sponsorships Projects
Rentals
Promotional Items	
Other 			 
Total Operational Revenue	

Building Addition Restricted Revenue ‘24

$13,945
$55,713
$63,200
$85,827
$16,572
$41,236
$15,382
$19,534

$311,378

($247,090)

$167,194
$85,326

$6,827
$10,492
$10,319
$13,242

$3,580
$296,980

($801,248)

2024 Expenses	
Programs
Operational and Administrative 	
Supplies and Office
Marketing and Advertising	
Sponsorship Projects
Promotional Items
Other 
Total Operational Expenses

Building Addition Expenses ‘24

Donations

Membership

Grants

ProgramsRentals

Sponsorship Projects

Promo

Other

Being in nature here gave me time to really 
think about God and what He has done for us.

5th Grade Student 

Trinity Senior Services, a senior living provider and partner 
of the Catholic Ecology Center, moved Clare Gardens to 
the CEC property in 2021. They provide farm fresh produce 
through a subscription share service to long-term care 
institutions in the Milwaukee area. Clare Gardens uses 
regenerative and organic growing methods and aims to 
provide consistent, nutritious, high-quality produce to 
kitchens while striving to be good land stewards.

In 2024, Clare Gardens completed its third full growing 
season at the CEC with over 18,000 pounds of vegetable 
produce! Additionally, Clare Gardens has an orchard, 
beehives, hens and composted 2,400 pounds of kitchen 
scraps this year alone. The CEC offered educational work-
shops to the public about organic gardening and how to 
bring these practices home. 

The fall farm stand allowed for this amazing organic 
produce to be available to all of our visitors.

86% of building addition funded from previous  
donations and pledges. Please donate today!
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Grand Opening, Building Blessing  
And Chapel Dedication

New Addition 
CELEBRATIONS

Charism Photography, LLC

Charism Photography, LLC

Charism Photography, LLC



Grassroot  
supporters	
Catherine Barrett
Tate and Kim Boho
Christopher Bolin
Amy Cunningham
Curran Spirituality Center
Chris and Jen Fisher
Pam Folbrecht
Dawn and Joe Gales
James Gault
Mark and Julie Goyette
Katherine Grusenski
Ryan and Beth Grusenski
Ben Guido
Beth Gutoski
Kathleen Hansen
Aaron Hartwig
Lisa Hollman
Connie and Dan Holzmiller
Michael Howden
Daniel Huck
Pat and Charlie Hummel
Alicia Jilling
Tony Kaminski
Kathleen Kelly
Scott and Mary Kenitz
Knights of Columbus Holy Hill 	
	 Council 7798
Todd and Kim Kreimann
Chip and Sarah Kubly
Michael Kuenn
Mic and Carol Lacrosse
Kathy Lauersdorf
Marverne Lehner
Andre and Jackie Lesperance
Carmela Matysiak
Christine A Meyer
Wendy Mikkelson
Doug and Amy Miller
Pete and Terri Ogden
Amanda Pohle
Deborah Rebernick
Theresa Sachse
School Sisters of Notre Dame 	
	 JPIC Office
John and Leah Sealey
Barbie Sharp
Tracie Stracka
Marisa Stueck

Troop WI - 1917 
	 American Heritage Girls
Connie Turbiville
Michael and Megan 
	 Van Dusen
Nic and Sally Wahl
Tim Weiss
Wethersfield Institute
Nicole Williams
Michael Williamson
Betsy Wyatt

Members
Ashley Lauersdorf
Jeffrey Andes
Paul Andress
Nicole Antonneau
Mary Catherine Ausman
Timothy Bailey
Paige Barbano
Renee Barthel
Jennifer Bast
Aleese Beeler
Aaron and Jodyanne Benson
Katie and Dan Bergs
Eric Biernat
Michael Bloedorn
Lorraine Boden
Brenda Borges
Sr. Mary Kay Brooks
Randal Brotherhood
Chris and Wendy Brown
Lora Bruce
Mo and Jon Buettner
Pat Cannon
Meg Coleman
Paul Connelly
John Conrad
Erik Daczko
Kathleen Daily
Frank DeGuire
Matthew Demet
Elizabeth Desmore
Bob DeVita
Lisa Dickman
Jennifer Doering
Colleen Dorman
Michael and Roberta Doyle
Mary D’Amato
Deborah Ebert
Samantha El-Azem
Sheryl Eubanks
Emma Fassbender
Rich Fedor
Julie Felser

Ben and Pam Feucht
Adelyn Finnie
Emogene Flegner
Sarah Freiboth
Christina Galow
Greg Geniesse
Shannon Gibbons
Andrea Goss
Bishop Jeffrey R. Haines
Tom and Lorin Hay-Steigerwald
Kathy Hein
Therese Hein
Karry Hill
Sarah Hills
Marjorie Hoefs
Karen Hoffman
Barbara Holt
Katie Horkheimer
Sara Hurtado
Jennifer Iggens
Patrick Jetaime
Geoffrey Johnson
Angela Jones
Mary Beth Kangas
Katherine Kasper
Janet Kehl
Michael Kenealy
Joe Kenitz
Diane Kescenovitz
Caroline Klinker
Koerner Family
Kyle Kopp
James Kostenko
Vincent Kostos
Peter Kowalski
Jonelle Krajewski
Joseph Kurz
Karen Lang
Katherine Lawton
Alexandra Lemke
Emma Lewis
Lindsey Lezama
Father Thomas Lindner
Cathy Liska
Marko Ljevar

Matea Ljevar
Meghan Lloyd
Reba Luiken
Elizabeth Maltby
Stacy and Mike Mangione
Aimee Marshall
Donald McCann
Eva McCormack
Maria McIntyre
Stefanie McLaughlin
Elizabeth Mehan
Eric and Ann Meigs
Thomas Meitner
Randall Melchert
Memory Pockets
Joseph Mentink
Bethanie Meyer
Mike and Megan Mings
Tom Mlada
Don and Mary Monteleone
Julie Mitchell
Cheryl Mueller
Mary Burns
Sue Munger
Becky Nagel
Elisa Neckar
Walter Nelson
Jodie Neu
Tricia Nowicki
Hannah Osborne
Klaudia Ozga
Janis Parker
Jeffrey Parulski
Ashley Pavlic
Bill and Colleen Pedersen
Kirk Pelikan
Al and Carol Perkins
Beth Piper
Maureen Pohle
Linda Price-Topp
Cathy and Scott Rakers
Virginia Reichlard
Rich and Mary Kay Reinbold
Karen Romagna
Julia Romeiser

Brian Rusk
Aubrey Samson
Lindsey Schiltz
Maureen Scordato
David Seeley
Sentient Drone
Ava Shubat
Adela Silbernagel
Margaret Sohm
Rebecca Soto
Ruthann Spaay
St. Teresa of Calcutta 
	 Congregration
Alan Jordan
Katie Steele 
Alan Steinberg
Erica Stelter
Paul and Janel Stephans
Jane Stocco
Meghan Suchomski
Shelly Tayor
Casey Thimm
Martha Thompson
Nancy Tolocko
Jestin Turbiville
Megan Tzanoukakis
Mary Anne Urlakis
Laura Ustanovska
James Van Gemert
James Van Hoven
Therese M. Vinz
Matt and Brenna Vogel
Alice Walsh
Linda Ward
Garrett Warner
Jean Warner
Carl and Talialin Westerby
Michelle Wick
Catherine Willis
Ryan Wood
Jim Young
Sarah Zabel
John Zeidler

2024 Supporters
Cornerstones 
Anonymous 
Augustine Stewardship Fund
Jerry and Mary Batzner
Charlie and Erin Bettag
Jeff and Patricia Brigman
Gerry and Cindy Caballero
Catholic Professionals Forum
Carlene D’Amato
Debbink Family Foundation 
In Memory of Mary Jeanette DeMers 	       
	 and Annette DeMers Mark
Kathy Durand
Keith and Monica Everson
Patrick and Suzanne Falvey
Focus on Energy
Food, Faith, and Farming Network
Friends of the CEC
The Genesee Foundation
Sean and Emma Hegarty
Ken and Kelly Hemauer
Chris and Teresa Horner
Mark Karpfinger & Peggy Machacek
Knights of Columbus 
	 Kettle Moraine Council

Knights of Columbus Council 524
Bob Kreuser
Mike and Sara Larson
Nate and Heidi Lasnoski
Pete and Kelly Linn
Dave and Laura Linn
Lumen Christi Parish
Andy and Elizabeth Meier
Ernest and Karen Meyer
Joe and Andrea Meyer
Paul and Anne Miller
Milne Family Foundation
The Neckar Family
Wayne Neu
Tim and Sarah Ozimek
Laura and Frank Pasternak
Terence and Shaun Pavlic
In Memory of Ray and Judi Pfarr
Mike and Yvonne Piefer
In Memory of Tom Pinter
Play 4 Cade
Wendy Rahn
Chris and Linda Reis
Renew Wisconsin

Dave and Judy Scharfenberger
The Robert A. Schlidt Family
Jean Schlidt
Joe and Katy Schlidt
Joan Schnorenberg
Andy and Bonnie Schoofs
Aaron and Christy Schoofs
School Sisters of Notre Dame Central 		
     Pacific Province
Peter and Nancy Schwabe
Wayne Schwister
Jim and Peggy Senglaub
Jim and Sue Siepmann
St Anthony on the Lake Parish
St. Bernadette Congregation
St. John’s Christian Mothers
Nathan and Mackenzie Sward
Kathy Waters and Joy Szopinski 
Tim Teske and Janet Agnello
Lee Turay
Joel Vandendriessche
Mark and Anne Weitenbeck
Tom Winkel

Don Patnode Agency

Business Supporters 
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Nordic Plumbing



BOARD of  
Directors
Nathan Lasnoski 
Chairman 

Andy Schoofs
Treasurer 

Dave Fulcher
Secretary

Keith Everson

Ryan Grusenski

Tom Mlada

Matt Vogel

Staff
Joe Meyer	
Executive Director

Jackie Lesperance
Program Coordinator	

Regina Lawlis
Lead Educator	

Dominic Carstens
Educator

Kim Kreimann
Volunteer Coordinator

Fr. John LoCoco
Chaplain

catholicecologycenter.org
info@catholicecologycenter.org
262-419-8558

W1468 County Rd NN
Neosho, WI 53059
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