CATHOLIC
ECOLOGY
CENTER




BY THE NUMBERS: OUR IMPACT IN 2022

Connecting with over 6000 youth, families and adults

Serving through 3120 volunteer hours of stewardship by

FROM OUR EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR over 300 different volunteers

What an incredible year!!l | continue to be humbled by all the Educating through over 315 hours of educational programs and retreats;

amazing things God is doing through our ministry. Our impact in Working with over 75 parishes, schools and organizations

2022 has been incredible, reaching over 6000 people! We are
bursting at the seams and are thrilled to begin the CEC building
addition in the Fall of 2023 (see pages 15-16). | am so very grateful
to all the donors, members, volunteers and prayers that make the

Catholic Ecology Center a beacon of hope to our world.

It has also been fun seeing the property come alive in different
ways during all  four seasons. In addition to our diverse and faith-
filled programming, we love being able to keep the trails open
everyday for those wanting to explore, relax and enjoy. So many
people take advantage of the miles of trails for hiking, snowshoe-
ing, cross-country skiing and even the rental canoes we have to

explore the Rubicon River!

With a grateful heart and invigorated spirit, | look forward to a ' | / /& . ; . CATEHOIJC
blessed 2023! 8 e A g 3 I
: ECOLOGY
- Joe Meyer CENTE R
CONNECTING TO CHRIST S e o |
To restore humanity's connection to the natural The Catholic Ecology Center seeks to provide
world through education, stewardship and recre- unique encounters with God'’s handiwork in order
A N D H I S ‘ R E AT I o N ation. Deepening faith and fostering a steward- to help people integrate their faith and everyday
ship ethic through hands-on connections with the lives with a call to be stewards of creation. We
natural world. work with people of all ages, with an emphasis on

youth, families and underserved populations.

The Catholic Ecology Center is a ministry of

Laudato Si’ Project, a 501(c)3 non-profit
organization that began in 2016.




A MESSAGE FROM OUR CHAPLAIN

God invites us to cooperate in His work of redemption in many
ways. Significantly, we are called to be stewards of God's creation.
That word - steward - is of particular importance; traced from the
Old English it means to be a “part of a house”. But what part? Shall
we be the door or windows, inviting others into the truth and good-
ness of His kingdom, or perhaps the roof, protecting those within
from harm? At the Catholic Ecology Center, one learns to become
the foundation. Hands and hearts buried deep in the rich soil of
God's life and His creation allows one to truly see the goodness

of the Lord.

- Fr. John LoCoco

The CEC creates a place for youth and
families to experience the quiet found
in nature and learn about the beauty of
creation and how to live more sustainably.

Archbishop Listeki

Our unique retreat programming integrates the

truths of our faith with a love and care for our
common home. We challenge people of all ages
and backgrounds to live out their faith and grow
deeper in their love for Christ, His Church and
the world around them. We utilize the beautiful
gifts of creation at the CEC as a conduit to draw
people deeper into faith, prayer and a greater
respect for the gifts God has given us. Within re-
treats, hands-on stewardship service projects are
a way we live out our call to care for creation and
deepen our commitment to a life of virtue. Team
building, journaling and ecology are also interwo-
ven into many retreats programs.

Our retreats serve people of all ages including
youth groups, faculty/staff and all grade levels,
taking place all four seasons of the year. Many
groups utilize our beautiful overnight options that
include bunk cabins and tent camping. We facili-
tated retreats for dozens of parishes and schools
in 2022 and increased our adult retreat opportuni-
ties as well!




Our daughter has been loving her class so very much. Every week she comes home
so excited to share what she’s learned with our family. | am so so happy to hear her

E C o L O G Y talk about the things you have been teaching her with such joy and excitement!
And | am so thankful to have her in an environment which supports our faith.
P R o G RA M S Homeschool Mom

Our ecology programming allows for engaging

ways to interact with the amazing natural environ-
ment at the Catholic Ecology Center. With a pond,
creek, river, boardwalk, wetlands, prairies and
forests, there are countless opportunities to learn
more about interconnectedness through hands-
on field-science. In 2022, we also increased our
summer camps and homeschool programs.

School science classes, scouting organizations
and families all come to the Catholic Ecology
Center to increase their wonder and knowledge

FROM OUR PROGRAM COORDINATOR

of God's amazing ecology. All seasons of the year . L

, 9 gy y Since joining the CEC team a year and half ago,
present varied opportunities to learn outdoors ) o
: . . - . | have been blessed to witness God’s infinite care
including plant science, wildlife tracking, water

quality, birding, animal ecology and more! Having for our mission, seeking to deepen our wonder

the organic farm on-site (Clare Gardens) allows for creation and care for our common home. Utiliz-

for unique opportunities to learn about growing ing the amazing ecology and natural wonders of

food, raising chickens, bees, composting and liv- the property, we are able to connect people of

ing sustainably. Our great partnership with Wana- all ages with hands-on encounters with truth and

kia Wildlife Rehabilitation enables us to have live beauty. The CEC is a witness to the fact that the

animals at some of our ecolo rograms and see o . , "
9y prog faith is very much alive! It's very exciting to be a

up-close the amazing creatures that live here.

part of and | am so thankful for the support of so
many good people.

-Theresa Liebert




My service project at the CEC made me recognize our need
for God and our role as stewards for the next generation.

Megan, High School Student

SERVICE PROJECTS

Service projects are a fun and tangible way to live
our faith that is called into service. These projects
are also an avenue to involve adults and families.
They remind us that we are called to care for cre-
ation everyday.

RESTORATION AND FAITH

Stewardship also calls us to better the ecological
state of the CEC property we have been blessed
with. We also strive to incorporate the richness of
our faith through the property. In 2022, we accom-
plished this by creating the Karen & Ernie Meyer
Children’s Memorial Garden, Lasnoski Family
Stations of the Cross, and JPII Pollinator Gardens.

STEWARDSHIP

We also planted over 100 trees on the CEC land
and seeded 15.5 acres of pollinator prairie for a

neighboring property!

ECOLOGICAL MONITORING

Part of our role as stewards at the CEC is to moni-
tor the wild species and health of the ecosystems
on site. Beyond our bat and water quality monitor-
ing, we also survey birds and insects. In 2022, we
documented the first county record for the harver-
ster butterfly (the only carnivorous caterpillar!)
CEC Property Lists:

- 6 of the 8 Wisconsin bat species

- 132 species of bird

- 38 species of butterfly

VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR

" Thank you to all STt Ol cers]

‘Kevin—Eraundbn‘: ; ~ Joe &Andrea Meyer
Dave Fulcher ~ Ernie & Karen Meyer
- Todd & Kim Kreimann ~ Andy Schoofs -
*Fr. Patrick-Burns;- = " Fr. John LoCoco
Fr. Mike Erwin P Fr. Justin Lopina
Fr. Chris Krall S.J. Fr. Michael Malucha

Fr. Doug LeonhardtS.J.  Fr. Philip Schumaker

W Joseph Glatczak (seminarian) Fr. Andrew Linn

-
Jean Bosenbecker Andrea Meyer
Dan Doyle d Janis Parker
Ryan Grusenski - Bonnie Schoofs

Denise Murre _ ]

Robert Kreuser - Bookkeeping
Mic Lacrosse - Woodworking -
Andrea Meyer - Design and Marketing
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Throughout the year, we host workshops that are

open to the public. These workshops build com-
munity and allow us to reach people beyond our
work with schools and parishes.

Our workshops create great opportunities for
youth, families and adults. Our 2022 offerings
included: weaving, astronomy night, foraged ink,
creating eco-friendly landscapes, cross country
skiing, mushroom foraging, raising monarchs and
Advent wreath making.

We have more great workshops planned in 2023!
Stay up to date by following us on Facebook or
visit our website:

CatholicEcologyCenter.org/events

We appreciate the team at CEC reminding us to take the time to listen to
what God has created.

Michael, CEC Member



But now ask the animals to teach you,
the birds of the air to tell you;

Or speak to the earth to instruct you,
and the fish of the sea to inform you.

EVENTS

Our events bring hundreds of people through-
out the year to the CEC to enjoy faith, fellowship
and God'’s amazing creation. We appreciate all of
our great partnerships that make these events a
success: Milwaukee Catholic Home, Archdiocese
of Milwaukee, Tall Pines Conservancy, Wanakia
Wildlife Rehabilitation and so many more.

Our 2022 events included: maple syrupin’, May
crowning, birding, candlelight hikes, CEC cam-
pout, monarch tagging, owl programs, Ride to the
Barns and St. Francis feast day,

We have more great events planned in 2023! Stay
up to date by following us on facebook or visit our

website: CatholicEcologyCenter.org/events

Job 12:7

FROM OUR LEAD EDUCATOR
Being an educator at the CEC and part of this

incredible mission has been a dream come true.
The diversity of programs, workshops and events
we offer is only rivaled by the diversity of ages and

people we serve.

It has been so refreshing to be at the CEC where
the riches of our faith are incorporated everyday,
a wonder for God and creation is fostered and an
ethic to be greater stewards of what we have been
entrusted with is emphasized. | truly feel part of an
amazing community of families and adults. | look
forward to what God is doing with our ministry and

appreciate everyone who helps make it possible.

-Barbara O'Brien




with food and creation.”

‘:..'_ “We have a more holistic approach to how people interact

CLAREgardens

MILWALIKEECATHOLIC HOME

Anna Metscher, Farm Manager Clare Gardens

CLARE GARDENS

Clare Gardens, a ministry of Milwaukee Catholic Home, is
an organic gardening and education ministry that has its
home at the Catholic Ecology Center. They grow organic
fruits and vegetables for retirement communities.

In 2022, Clare Gardens completed its first full growing
season at the CEC with a bumper crop of 24,467 pounds
of vegetable produce! The new hoop house and green-
house even allows for greens being grown year round.
Three dozen baby chickens joined the Holy Hen House
flock this year and the bees conitnue to work hard mak-
ing our Holy Honey!

The fall farmstand allowed for this amazing organic
produce to be available to all of our vistors. In 2023, we
are excited to offer more educational opportunities that
teach us where our food comes from and how to live
more sustainably.

Promo

Donations
Grants

Membership

2022 REVENUES

Membership and Donations
'22 Building Addition Fund
Grants

Program Fees
Sponsorships Projects
Rentals

Promotional Items

Other

Total 2022 Revenues
Pledges for Addition 23+
Fund for Addition from ‘21

$35,289.88
$317,363.06
$20,079.00
$49,998.57
$27,845.00
$23,638.00
$5,484.78
$804.00
$480,502.29
($356,000.00)
($416,560.00)

2022 EXPENSES

Programs

Operational and Administrative

Supplies and Office
Marketing and Advertising
Sponsorship Projects
Other

Total 2022 Expenses

$22,595.60
$101,431.79
$2,103.20
$4,543.75
$13,929.53
$4,881.60
$135,555.94




MORE IMPACT THROUGH PROGRAM EXPANSION

With over 6,000 people taking part in programs in 2022, we are bursting at the seams!
The additional spaces of a chapel, welcome area and breakout room will allow for a
greater diversity of programs and allow our vital mission to meet the increasing need.

VISION 2023
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existing
building

new addition

THE WAYNE AND DONNA NEU BUILDING

We are thrilled to announce our building addition named for Wayne
and Donna Neu, residents of Neosho with family ties to the CEC prop-
erty. Donna’s grandparents, Carl and Caroline Berghammer, moved
into the farmhouse at the entrance to the CEC in 1913. Carl and his
sons (one of whom was Donna's father, Walter) farmed the land.

Wayne first met Donna at catechism class at St. Matthews in Neosho.
They married in ‘59 and have seven children. We are humbled by Wayne
and Donna'’s generous gift to help make our building addition a reality.
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PUTTING THE RICHES OF
OUR FAITH FIRST

Our beautiful chapel in memory of Al & Gloria
Batzner and Tom & Del Jurkiewicz will be a place
of prayer during retreats and encounter with our
Lord during Adoration and Mass. Stained glass
reclaimed from churches in New York and Con-
necticut will point our senses toward heaven.

ENCOUNTERING GOD
THROUGH BEAUTY

Whether it's educational displays, beautiful win-
dow views or utilizing outdoor spaces like our
future viewing deck, we want the natural riches of
the CEC land to permeate your visit.

ACCESSIBILITY FOR ALL

We want to ensure that all people can be part
of the CEC regardless of their economic status
or physical ability. Full handicap accessibility
and grants for the underserved will ensure this
is a reality!

SUSTAINABILITY - LIVING OUR
CALL TO CARE FOR CREATION

We want to be a beacon of hope through our
deep faith and commitment to caring for creation.
Sustainable building products, renewable energy,
green roof and water conservation will enable us
to educate people first-hand on bringing sustain-
ability into their lives.

EXISTING BUILDING
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information about sponsorship and naming gifts still available.
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2022 SUPPORTERS

CORNERSTONES ($10,000+)

Platinum

Jerry and Mary Batzner
Keith and Monica Everson
Wayne and Donna Neu

Gold

Milne Family Foundation

Silver
Budnik Family Foundation
Franciscan Sisters of Chicago

Bronze

Bradshaw-Knight Foundation
Ernest and Karen Meyer
School Sisters of Notre Dame

LIVING STONES ($500 - $9,999)

Friend of Francis

Chris and Teresa Horner
Joe and Andrea Meyer
Pete and Terri Ogden
St. Gabriel Parish

Laudato Si’ Legion

Jeff and Patricia Brigman

Gerardo and Cindy Cabellero
Kevin Fraundorf

Molly Groshek and Greg Booton
Andy and Elizabeth Meier

Pere Marquette Foundation K of C
Council 524

Stewardship Squad
Anonymous

Anonymous

Peter and Ariel Budnik

Dr. Patrick and Suzanne Falvey
Kathy Hein

Ken and Kelly Hemauer

Dr. Joseph and Robin Lasnoski
Nathan and Heidi Lasnoski
Frank and Lydia LoCoco

Alec Lothert

Jay and Kiara Mack

Paul and Anne Miller

Tim and Sarah Ozimek

Pere Marquette Jesuit Community
Mike and Yvonne Piefer

Jean Schlidt

BUSINESS SUPPORTERS ($1000+)

MILWAUKEE

N
AMERICAN FAMILY
 INSURANCE _

®
Don Patnode Agency

ARCHDIOCESE
of MILWAUKEE

CATHOLIC HOME

;

CLAREgardens

MILWALIKEECATHOLIC HOME

ANGUIL

Environmental Solutions for
Cleaner Air & Water

Caretaker Club

Joel and Amy Baisden
Catholic Climate Covenant
Hobey and Cheryl Davies
Bob and Mary Feind

Dave and Chris Fulcher
Steve and Cathy Hoelter
Michael and Denise Kenealy
Kevin and Patricia King
Mike and Sara Larson

John and Wendy Mikkelson

Carol Pinter In Memory of Tom. F. Pinter

and Ray and Judee Pfarr
Aaron and Christy Schoofs
Greg and Melissa Schumacher
Jim and Sue Siepmann

St Anthony on the Lake

St. John's Christian Mothers
Lee Turay

Michael and Rachel Uchytil
Wayne Schwister

Michael and Megan Van Dusen
Mark and Anne Weitenbeck
Tom and Frances Winkel

Devin and Amy Wolf

Maria and John Wright

CAMP SIM

MERITtitle

The Senglaub
Financial Group

Planning Your Financial Growth

WEIMER

BEARING & TRANSMISSION, Inc.

BUSINESS/PARISH MEMBERSHIP ($100 - $999)

School Sisters

of Motre Dame
6’ AMERICANM

HERITAGE GIRLS
QP

KEristi Bares
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MORNING STAR

FAMILY FARM, LLC

Sacred Heart Parish
St Matthew’s Parish

Far Faith, Schaiarship and Community

BizTimes &

MARQUETTE
UMIVERSITY

HIGH SCHOOL

GRASSROOT SUPPORTERS AND MEMBERSHIP ($35 - $499)

Ashley and Matt Lauersdorf
Steven and Melissa Abitz
Paul and JoAnne Andress
Keith and Terri Baisden
Catherine Barrett

Renee Barthel

Tasha Baures

Lucille Becker

David and Paula Beine
Carol Bellefeuille

Jim Benedict

Julie Bennett

Jodyanne Benson
Michael and Lucy Bloedorn
Erika Bocharov

Todd and Kristin Boffeli
Kim Boho

Lea Boyd

Michael Brauer

Chris and Wendy Brown
Gail Butka

Linda Cardinale

Julia Cimaglio

John Conrad

Anabel Cordova

Angie Cummings

Erik Daczko

Kathleen Daily

Michael and Heidi David
Angela Davis

Christine Dax

Frank DeGuire

Tom and Erica DeMers
Rohini Desai

Tim and Nancy Dewane
Colleen Dorman

Dan Doyle

David and Linda Dreger
Patricia Dublinski
Michael and Catherine Dybicz
David and Patricia Eddy
Samantha El-Azem
Caitlin Elftman

James and Kathrynn Fee
James and Cara Feind
Linda Feutz

Kristin Fischer

Lynne Fitzpatrick

Matt and Eva Fortini

Sarah Freiboth

Kathleen Fricano

Jack and Joanne Fulcher
John and Joyce Anne Fulcher
Kateri Gadzalinski

Joe and Dawn Gales
Michael & Elizabeth Gallagher
Calvin Gander

Christina Garni

James Gault

Greg Geniesse

Amy Golden

Ronald Gomilla

Andrea Goss

Katie Grant

Kara Grennier

Michael and Jule Groh
Helena Grusenski*

Ryan and Beth Grusenski
David Gugg

Ben and Lisa Guido
Jennifer Haak

Faith Halaska

Kathleen Hansen

Jennifer Harnack

Timothy and Joan Heiden
Heidi Heistad

Steve Herro

Darlene Hibbard

Karen Hoffman

Barbara Holt

Jessica Horning

Mike and Jody Howden
Lisa Howland

Daniela and Joann Huck
William and Jenna Hudson
Charlie and Pat Hummel
Patricia Hundt

James and Christine Jensen
Alicia Jilling

Jon and Kate Jirschele
Angela Johnson

Lisa Johnston

Angela Jones

Dave and Emily Kang
Charles and Valerie Kazmer
Scot and Mary Kenitz

Gary and Julie Knippen
Jack and Andrea Koczela
Trina Kovac

Todd and Kim Kreimann
Diane Krentz

Michelle Lammers
Katherine Lawton

Ashley Lazich

Kelly Linn

James Maloney

Mike and Stacy Mangione
Aimee Marshall

Chris and Diana Matthews
Kerrie Mazeika

Mike McCourt

Patrick and Julie McDevitt
Ray and Rhonda McKenna
Tom and Amy Meitner
Sharon Memory

Cori Michalowski

Doug and Amy Miller
M.C. Miller

Don and Mary Monteleone
Carissa Moyna

Sue Munger

Denise Murre

Nancy Nadolny

Elisa Neckar

Walter Nelson

Kenneth and Jodie Neu
Suzanne Nickolai

Jeffrey and Brooke Nigl
Lauren Nowak

Tricia Nowicki

Amy O’Connor

Erin O'Connor

Peter and Emily Orgovan
Janis Parker

Bill and Colleen Pedersen
Maggie Pieper

Ashley Pike

Kathleen Plaisance
Maureen Pohle

Bill Polacheck

Cathy Rakers

Cameron and Virginia Redden
Rich and Mary Kay Reinbold
Sam Reinbold

' Wildlife
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Human Concerns
of Resurrection
Catholic Parish

Chris Reinheimer

Scott and Molly Reynen
Gregory and Karen Romagna
Catherine Rose

Lea Rosenberg

Kim Rusch

Khanthaly Sama

Karin Saunders

Brian and Michele Savoie
Rob and Nicole Sayas

James Schaeffer

Kara Schaffhausen

Roseann Schmidt

Jeanne Schmit

Paul and Debra Schneider
George and Carol Schwei
Henry Schwichtenberg
Maureen Scordato

John and Leah Sealey

Patrick and Bridget Seegers
Patrick Shaughnessy

Linda Sigrist

Teri Sippel and Darryl Schmidt
Taylor Smith

Kathryn Sowinski

Lesa Staehler

Jordan and Mallory Stephans
Paul Stephans

Tracie Stracka

Janathan Stueck

Martha Thompson

Connie Trahar

Greg and Megan Tzanoukakis
Laura Ustanovska

Matt and Brenna Vogel
Therese von Estorff

Mary Von Rueden

Nic and Sally Wahl

Kathleen Water and Joy Szopinski
Talialin Westerby

Heather Wiesner

Michael and Olha Williamson
Kristin Wood

Ryan Wood

John Zeidler

Tom and Denise Zuern

*Youngest CEC Donor age 8



BOARD OF DIRECTORS

CHAIRMAN - NATHAN LASNOSKI
V.P. of Technology - Concurrency

TREASURER - ANDY SCHOOFS
Arborist and Landscaper - Andy’s Plantcare

SECRETARY - RYAN GRUSENSKI

Teacher - Chesterton Academy

MONICA EVERSON

KEITH EVERSON
CEO - Sussex IM

DAVE FULCHER
CEO - Milwaukee Catholic Home

TOM MLADA

E.D. - Lakeshore Natural Resource Partnership

MATT VOGEL
Attorney - Quarles and Brady LLP

STAFF
JOE MEYER FR. JOHN LOCOCO
Excecutive Director Chaplain

THERESA LIEBERT FR. MIKE ERWIN

Program Coordinator Archdiocesan Advisor

BARBARA O'BRIEN KIM KREIMANN
Lead Educator Educator

catholicecologycenter.org CATHOLIC
info@catholicecologycenter.org ECOLOGY

262-419-8558 CENTER

W1468 COUNTY RD NN
NEOSHO, WI 53059




