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mIssIon
To deepen faith and foster a stewardship ethic 
through hands-on encounters with the natural world.

The Catholic Ecology Center is a ministry of 
Laudato Si’ Project, a 501(c)3 non-profit  
organization that began in 2016.

CEC Director 
Joe Meyer was 
voted 2023
Notable Leader
in Sustainability

fRom ouR executIve DIRectoR
Our building addition has begun! It’s so exciting to see the building 
we designed being built and envisioning all the ways we can utilize 
it in the coming years. I am so very grateful to all the donors, mem-
bers, volunteers and prayers that make the Catholic Ecology Center 
a beacon of hope to our world. I continue to be humbled by all 
the amazing things God is doing through our ministry. Our impact 
in 2023 has been incredible, reaching over 7000 people! We are 
bursting at the seams and are thrilled to have the building addition 
done in June. 
It is also fun seeing the property come alive in different ways during 
all four seasons. In addition to our diverse and faith-filled program-
ming, we love being able to keep the trails open everyday for those 
wanting to explore, relax and enjoy. So many people take advan-
tage of the miles of trails for hiking, snowshoeing, cross-country 
skiing and even the rental canoes we have to explore the Rubicon 
River! With a grateful heart and invigorated spirit, I look forward to a 
blessed 2024!

-  Joe Meyer

BY tHe numBeRs: ouR Impact In 2023

Connecting with over 7,000 youth, families and adults

Serving through 2,600 volunteer hours of stewardship by  

 over 450 different volunteers

Educating through over 645 hours of educational programs and retreats;  

working with over 55 parishes, schools and organizations

connectInG to cHRIst 
anD HIs cReatIon



RetReats
We know that our relationship with God is of the 
utmost importance - it permeates all our other re-
lationships: with others, with the world around us, 
even with ourselves! It’s so important to nourish 
that relationship and take special time for God - to 
bask in the quiet, to become aware of His loving 
presence and to challenge ourselves to grow ever 
closer to Him and what He desires for us. It is such 
an honor and beautiful responsibility then, to offer 
retreats that provide people the opportunity to 
come to know God ever more deeply. 

This year we were able to journey alongside teens 
as they prepared for the sacrament of confirma-
tion, adults as they readied themselves for RCIA, 
school staff as they anticipated the school year, 
students as they celebrated the community of 
their classrooms and many other holy men and 
women as they entered into the liturgical season 
with our various Lent, Advent, St. Francis Day re-
treats and more!

a messaGe fRom ouR cHaplaIn
There remains a symbiotic dynamic between our respect for the dignity of man 
and the dignity of nature. The Catholic Ecology Center remains wholeheart-
edly invested in the truth that the more we learn to care for God’s creation, the 
better stewards we will be of the human heart. Inasmuch as we learn to protect 
and care for what we have been entrusted with, so, too, will we learn to care for 
the voices in our society that are the most vulnerable, the most marginalized. 

The rich, fertile soul of the Catholic Ecology Center is the training ground for 
the human heart; learning care and protection, in the hiddenness of God’s  
creation, renders us docile to receive what the good Lord provides.  

- Fr. John LoCoco

Contemplative prayer in my opinion 
is nothing else than a close sharing 
between friends; it means taking time 
frequently to be alone with Him who 
we know loves us.

ST. TERESa Of avILa



ecoloGY
pRoGRams

This year’s ecology programming covered all ends 
of the earth! In March we hosted the nationally 
renowned Bug Bonanza showcasing thousands of 
incredible creatures including rhinoceros beetles, 
beautiful iridescent butterflies and walking sticks 
that are over a foot long!

We spent plenty of time loving the land right here 
too! With owl prowls, maple syrupin’, water qual-
ity testing, pond studies and wildlife monitoring. 
In the summer we offered a plethra of summer 
camps including wilderness survival, summer 
explorer and canoeing camps. We also welcomed  
many school and parish groups, homeschool sci-
ence classes, volunteers and the general public to 
learn more about this amazing common home!

The initial step for us all to 
come to the knowledge of God 
is contemplation of nature.

ST. IREnaEuS Of LyOnS

meet ouR newest eDucatoR
Regina Bettag joined our staff in August. Her 
love of nature stems from spending much of her 
childhood outdoors with her family. After studying 
Life Science Education at St. Mary’s University of 
Minnesota, she moved out to the Blackfeet Res-
ervation in Montana where she has spent the last 
five years teaching science at a Catholic middle 
school. Whether in the rivers of Minnesota or 
the majestic peaks of Glacier National Park, Re-
gina has always found that wild spaces bring her 
peace, joy and an easy connection with God. She 
is so grateful and excited to help others discover 
that beauty here at the Catholic Ecology Center! 



stewaRDsHIp

Service projects are a fun and tangible way to live 
our faith that is called into service.

The dedication of our tireless volunteers is 
matched only by their joy! This year we had over 
2600 volunteer hours logged as people shared 
their time and talent through all sorts of avenues 
including gathering seeds, cleaning the chicken 
coop, taking care of our critters, maintaining the 
trails, helping run events and so much more! 
Thank you SO much for your cheerful giving!

After doing a service 
project at the CEC 
in 2021, Zach Stikel 
joined us as a summer 
intern in 2023.  

He was a “Zach of all 
trades” doing every-
thing from cleaning the 
buildings to leading 
canoeing groups down 
the Rubicon River. 
We are so greatful for 
Zach’s enthusiasm and 
hard work!

Kim and Todd Kreimann logged the most volun-
teer hours in 2023! They work tirelessly to care for 
our trails, facilities and critters. Their love for God 
and our ministry motivates their work and we are 
humbled and thankful for the gift they are to us!

some of ouR GReat volunteeRs
Jean Bosenbecker
Ethan Brown
Peter Budnik
Gail Butka
Angela Cummings
Christian Diehnelt
Roland Diehnelt
Keith Everson
Monica Everson
Kevin Fraundorf
Grace Freiboth
Dave Fulcher
Ben Guido 
Ryan Grusenski 
Anna Jace
Jim Kostenko
Andrew Kruszka
Mic LaCrosse

The LORD God then took the man and settled him 
in the garden of Eden, to cultivate and care for it.

GEnESIS 2:15

Thank you to all of our volunteers! 

volunteeR spotlIGHtvolunteeRs of tHe YeaR

Tracy Marconnet
Mia Marcotte
Ernie Meyer
Karen Meyer
Andrea Meyer
Joe Meyer
Denise Murre
Ben Pfundstein
Wendy Rahn
Lea Rosenberg
Andy Schoofs
Bonnie Schoofs
Joan Schnorenberg
Jim Senglaub
Peggy Senglaub
Jim Siepmann
Sue Siepmann
Connie Trahar

Thanks also to all the Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts and 
American Heritage Girls for their service projects!



woRksHops
This year the CEC provided many opportunities 
for laborers, craftsmen and artists alike! Folks were 
able to spend time honing their drawing skills 
through wildlife art classes, or create their own 
natural paint with foraged ink classes. Many had 
the chance to become familiar with the property 
and our Wisconsin natives ecosystems as they for-
aged for wild edibles, collected mushrooms and 
learned how to make tasty drinks from foraged 
plants. Plenty of women enjoyed faith, fun and 
fellowship with our ever popular Advent wreath 
making class. Our newest chocolate making 
workshops were a hit. Participants learned about 
sustainable cocoa production, made some tasty 
treats and of course sampled along the way!

Stay up to date by following us  
on facebook or visit our website: 
CatholicEcologyCenter.org/events

If you work with your hands, you’re a laborer. 
If you work with your hands and your mind, you’re a craftsman.  
If you work with your hands and your mind and your heart,  
you’re an artist.

ST. fRanCIS Of aSSISI 



events
Spending time and delighting in the presence of 
our CEC family is definitely a highlight of the year!  
Our annual CEC campout this summer brought 
many smiles, s’mores and saints in the making 
to our grounds! We had so much fun at our St. 
Francis Feast Day celebration with the petting zoo, 
pumpkin painting and ax throwing too! And don’t 
forget the beautiful candlelight hikes! Singing car-
ols and gathering around the fire with loved ones 
makes us feel warm even during these cold winter 
months. There are so many fond memories to look 
back on, and so many good things to look forward 
to in this new year!

Stay up to date by following us  
on facebook or visit our website: 
CatholicEcologyCenter.org/events

Love each other with genuine affection, 
and take delight in honoring one another.

ROmanS 12:10



claRe GaRDens cec fInances
2023 Revenues   
Membership 
Donations 
Grants
Program Fees 
Sponsorships Projects
Rentals
Promotional Items 
Other    
total 2022 Revenues 
Building addition fund ‘22 & ‘23
 

$15,717
$33,286
$54,150
$85,827

$9,504
$35,385

$7,635
$4,422

$245,926
($722,773)

$16,875
$132,515

$3,264
$8,329
$3,569
$9,060

$173,612
($566,182)

2023 expenses 
Programs
Operational and Administrative  
Supplies and Office
Marketing and Advertising 
Sponsorship Projects
Other 
total 2022 expenses
Building addition Expenses ‘23

Donations

Membership

Grants

Programs

Rentals

Sponsorship ProjectsPromo
Other

There is no humanity without the cultivation of the land.

POPE fRanCIS

Milwaukee Catholic Home, a senior living provider and 
partner of the CEC, moved Clare Gardens to the CEC 
property in 2021. Clare Gardens is a sustainable, organic 
farm-to-table project that offers acres of organic vegeta-
bles, an orchard, beehives, hens and composting of food 
waste. The program is modeled after traditional Commu-
nity Supported Agriculture farms, or CSAs, and provides 
senior living communities in the Greater Milwaukee area 
with regular deliveries of locally grown farm products.

In 2023, Clare Gardens completed its second full grow-
ing season at the CEC with 16,000 pounds of vegetable 
produce despite the drought! We enjoyed offering edu-
cational workshops to the public about organic garden-
ing practices and how to bring these practices home.

The fall farmstand allowed for this amazing organic  
produce to be available to all of our vistors. 



new aDDItIon

moRe Impact tHRouGH pRoGRam expansIon
With over 7,000 people taking part in programs in 2023, we are bursting at the seams! 
The additional spaces of a Chapel, welcome area and breakout room will allow for a 
greater diversity of programs and allow our vital mission to meet the increasing need.

puttInG tHe RIcHes of  
ouR faItH fIRst
Our beautiful Holy Family Chapel in memory of Al 
& Gloria Batzner and Tom & Del Jurkiewicz will be 
a place of prayer during retreats and encounter 
with our Lord during Adoration and Mass. Stained 
glass, statuary and artwork will point our hearts 
and minds toward heaven.

encounteRInG GoD  
tHRouGH BeautY
Whether it’s educational displays, beautiful win-
dow views or utilizing outdoor spaces like our new 
viewing deck, we want the natural riches of the 
CEC land to permeate your visit.

accessIBIlItY foR all
We want to ensure that all people can be part  
of the CEC regardless of their economic status  
or physical ability. Our 3500 square foot addition 
is fully handicap accessible and grants for the un-
derserved will ensure programming for everyone!

sustaInaBIlItY - lIvInG ouR 
call to caRe foR cReatIon
We want to be a beacon of hope through our 
deep faith and commitment to caring for creation. 
Sustainable building products, renewable energy 
and water conservation will enable us to educate 
people first-hand on bringing sustainability into 
their lives.

we still need your help! Donate today or contact us.

TO EXISTING BUILDING

waYne anD Donna neu BuIlDInG 



GRassRoot  
suppoRteRs 
American Heritage Girls
 Troop 1917  
Tim & Peggy Burrus
Kim & Tate Boho
Boy Scout Troop 855
Cyprian Budnik *
Scott & Madeline Cayo
Curran Spirituality Center
Frank DeGuire
Douglas Hospitality Groups 
Daniel Doyle
Bob & Mary Feind
Cara & James Feind
Julie Felser
Calvin Gander 
Anne Gibes
Helena Grusenski *
Nathanael Grusenski *
Ben & Lisa Guido
Kathleen Hansen
Bobbi Hause
Denise Hearden
Barbara Holt
Holy Family Convent of Franciscan   
 Sisters of Christian Charity
Daniel & Joann Huck
Shea & Mindy Hughes
Steve Janowski
Trina Kovac
Chip & Sarah Kubly
Rosanne Kuemmel
Mic & Carol Lacrosse
David & Ruth Lindner
Father Andrew Linn
Kelly Linn
Father John LoCoco
Holy Family Parish
Michael McCrea
Thomas Meitner
Dan & Kate Meyer
M.C. & J.C. Miller
Tom Mlada
Don & Mary Monteleone
Barbara A. Pelton
Cathy Rakers
Deborah Rebernick
Craig & Donna Rider
Carol & Daniel Roltgen
Sacred Heart Parish - Horicon
Jon & Dawn Sagrillo
Ann Sarnowski
Carrie Schleicher
Larry & Diana Schluter
School Sisters of Notre Dame 
 Central Pacific Province, Inc.
Linda Sigrist

St. John’s Christian Mothers
St. Joseph Congregation
St. Therese Parish Community
Paul Stephans
Tracie Stracka
Matt & Brenna Vogel
Nicholas & Sally Wahl
*  Donor under age 12

memBeRs
Steven & Melissa Abitz
Laura Aken
Annie Andres
Jane Anello
Nicole Antonneau
Timothy Bailey
Catherine Barrett
Renee Barthel
Carol Bellefeuille
Kelly Beltz
Jim Benedict
Julie Bennett
Jodyanne Benson
Katie & Dan Bergs
Michael & Lucy Bloedorn
Brian & Moriah Boehlen
Brenda & Michael Borges
Bill & Jean Bosenbecker
Lea Boyd
Sr. Mary Kay Brooks
Lora Bruce
Ben Brzeski
Jessica Brzezinski
Sheena Burie
Kathleen Buyarski
Catherine & Jason Calvi
Margaret Carmichael
Bridget Coffey
Paul Connelly
Anabel Cordova
Christine Crom
Kathleen Daily
Jerry & Ellen DeMers
Tom & Erica DeMers
Elizabeth Detampel
Bob DeVita
Melinda Diels
Jennifer Doering
Mary Jo Downing
Michael & Roberta Doyle
David & Linda Dreger
Mary D’Amato
Caitlin Elftman
Sheryl Eubanks
Ben & Pam Feucht
Adelyn Finnie
Lynne Fitzpatrick
Graceanne Forsyth-Krajna

Matt & Eva Fortini
Ashley Frank
Kathleen Fricano
Dave & Chris Fulcher
Dawn & Joe Gales
Christina Galow
James Gault
Greg Geniesse
Jodie Giebel
Marie Gilmartin
Andrea Goss
Katie Grant
Kara Grennier
Ryan & Beth Grusenski
Theresa Guelker
Bishop Jeffrey R. Haines
Brianna Halama
Faith Halaska
Tom & Lorin Hay-Steigerwald
Rebeca Heaton Juarez
Olivia Heffernan
Sean Hegarty
Timothy & Joan Heiden
Kathy Hein
Heidi Heistad
Steve Herro
Cindy Hilgendorf
JoAnne Hill
Holly Hoffe
Maureen Holahan
Connie & Dan Holzmiller
Kathleen Horkheimer
Jessica Horning
Mike & Judy Howden
Jenna & William Hudson
Sara Hurtado
Adam Ilecki
Marion Ingalls
Anna Jace
Alicia Jilling
Angela Johnson
Geoffrey Johnson
Lisa Johnston
Maria Johnston
Angela Jones
Nicole Justmann
Sue & Jeff Kaminski
David & Emily Kang
Mary Beth Kangas
Mary Karraker
Valerie & Charles Kazmer
Scott & Mary Kenitz
Quinton Klabon
Kyle Kopp
Marisa Kosobucki
James Kostenko
Vincent Kostos
Peter Kowalski

Jonelle Krajewski
Diane Krentz
Joseph Kurz
Michelle Lammers
Landaas and Co LLC
Erica Lapid
Ashley & Matt Lauersdorf
Katherine Lawton
Father Thomas Lindner
Daphne Lingsweiler
Krista Linn
Laura & Dave Linn
Steve & Tess Linn
Tim Linn
Marko Ljevar
Matea Ljevar
Mary MacDonald
Melissa & Brian Magliocco
Timothy & Martha Malloy
Aimee Marshall
Donald McCann
Chris McDonald
Stefanie McLaughlin
Norge Mechanical
Eric & Ann Meigs
Bernadette Mesenbrink
Jon Metz
Mel Mickey
Amy & Doug Miller
Megan Mings
Tom & Kathy Mlada
Christine Mooney-Flynn
Amy & Joshua Mueller
Peter Mullaney
Sue Munger
Michael & Zoila Murray
Denise Murre
Nancy Nadolny
Kate Neckar
Walter Nelson
Jodie & Kenneth Neu
Brooke & Jeffrey Nigl
Megan Novak
Tricia Nowicki
Tom O’Brien
Amy O’Connor
Erin O’Connor
Lora Olenchek
Emily & Peter Orgovan
Hannah Osborne
Thomas & Kelsey Pangborn
Ashley Pavlic
Bill & Colleen Pedersen
Michelle Petersen
Thomas & Gayle Petrilli
Susan Plewa
Lydia Poehls
Maureen Pohle

Bill Polacheck
Linda Price-Topp
Chris Reinheimer
Molly & Scott Reynen
Karen & Gregory Romagna
Brian Rusk
Lindsay Rybold
Theresa Sachse
Denise & David Sadler
Mark Salisz
Khanthaly Sama
Karin Saunders
Rob & Nicole Sayas
Bonnie Schetski
Rebecca Schloer
Rick Schmidt
Jeanne Schmit
Andrew Schroettner
Barbara & Ken Schultz
Brad & Jacinta Schuster
John & Leah Sealey
Patrick Shaughnessy
Anne & Ben Siemens
Kathleen & Carl Sincere
Christian Slaats
Sylvia Smith
Taylor Smith
Kathryn Sowinski
Ruth & John Spielmann
Shelly & Mike Tayor
Casey Thimm
Mary Ellen Thompson
Ronald Thorson
Megan & Greg Tzanoukakis
Candida Jane Maria Ustine
Margaret Vandenberg
Mary Von Rueden
Samantha Vosters
Nancy Walls
Kathleen Waters & 
 Joy Szopinski
Hannah Weber
Ronald Weis
Talialin Westerby
Heather Wiesner
Sarah Wilbanks
Michael & Olha Williamson
Mary Wisniewski
Kristin Wood
Ryan Wood
Anna Worthington
Jeanne Wotnoske
Jim Young
John Zeidler
Joe & Jenny Zignego
Violet Ziogas

2023 suppoRteRs
coRneRstones 
platinum 
Anonymous
Jerry & Mary Batzner
Keith & Monica Everson
Friends of the CEC

silver  
Chris & Teresa Horner
Dr. Joseph & Robin Lasnoski
Ernest & Karen Meyer
Milne Family Foundation
Franciscan Sisters of Chicago
Wheaton Franciscans

Bronze  
Keith & Sandy Alexander
Friends of the CEC
Michael & Renee Gratz
Elizabeth & Andy Meier
Terence & Shaun Pavlic
The Senglaub Family
Jim & Sue Siepmann
Julie & Mark Strautman

lIvInG stones 
friend of francis 
Gerry & Cindy Caballero
Lumen Christi Parish
Joe & Andrea Meyer
Andy & Bonnie Schoofs
In Memory of Louis J. Yaeger III

lIvInG stones contInueD
laudato si’ legion 
Mark & Teresa Bettag
Jeff & Patricia Brigman
In Memory of Mary Jeanette DeMers  
 & Annette DeMers Mark
K of C Kettle Moraine Council 3562
K of C Council 524
 Pere Marquette Foundation 
Jean Schlidt
Robert & Cynthia Schlidt
Johnny & Maria Wright

stewardship squad 
Charlie & Erin Bettag
Erik Daczko
Paul & Paula Eberle
Kathy Durand
Patrick & Suzanne Falvey
Kelly & Ken Hemauer
Kevin & Patricia King
In Memory of Jack Kujawa
Gerry Meyer
Anne & Paul Miller
Our Hope Inc.
Tim & Sarah Ozimek
Mike & Yvonne Piefer
Brian & Michele Savoie
Dave & Judy Scharfenberger
Marisa & Jonathan Stueck
Connie Trahar
Jeff & Dawn Vilione

caretaker club 
Anonymous
Chris & Holly Anguil
In Loving Memory of John & Irene Goetz
Andy & Julie Gusho
Paula & John Paul Horning
Pat & Charlie Hummel
Colin & Colleen Hutt
K of C Holy Hill Council 7798
Ken & Margaret Krahe
Mike & Sara Larson
Carmela Matysiak
Patrick & Julie McDevitt
Milwaukee Catholic Home
Janis Parker
Cathy & Scott Rakers
Christy & Aaron Schoofs
Liga Schubach
Wayne Schwister
St Anthony on the Lake
In Memory of Al Taylor  
 from MUHS Class of 2021
Lee Turay
Michael & Megan Van Dusen
Lisa Volkert
Mark & Anne Weitenbeck
Tom & Frances Winkel
Patty Witt
Devin & Amy Wolf

Don Patnode Agency

BusIness suppoRteRs 

BusIness memBeRsHIp

Hartford 
GymnasticsAlan Jordan



BoaRD of  
DIRectoRs
natHan lasnoskI 
Chairman 

anDY scHoofs
Treasurer 

RYan GRusenskI
Secretary

monIca eveRson

keItH eveRson

Dave fulcHeR

tom mlaDa

matt voGel

staff
Joe meYeR 
Executive Director

tHeResa lIeBeRt 
Program Coordinator 

BaRBaRa cuRleY     
Lead Educator 

ReGIna BettaG
Educator

kIm kReImann
Educator

fR. JoHn lococo
Chaplain

catholicecologycenter.org
info@catholicecologycenter.org
262-419-8558

W1468 County Rd NN
Neosho, WI 53059
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