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Saturday, October 11, 2025

IN thelatest of his profiles of figures
from Bradford’s music scene, DEREK
AJLISTER, looks back at Brenda
Martine:

It all began in the front room of 5
Newhill Close, on Parkside Estate, in
about 1960. Two friends, Malcolm
Husband and Eric Holt, purchased
guitars and decided to learn to play
them with the help of the popular Bert
Weedon guitar book (‘play in aday’).
The Shadows were all the rage, with
their Apache chart-topper, so these two
young men had alot tolive up to. A
helping hand to keep the beat was
provided by Malcolm’s brother Dennis,
using his mother’s pans and wooden
spoons as a drum-kit. Similar scenes
were enacted all over the UK!

After a polite request from Malcolm’s
mum, practice sessions were moved to
his sister Marjorie’s house in Little
Horton Lane. As time progressed it was
decided to form a group, and his mum
and dad supplied Dennis with a drum
kit from the Grattan catalogue, and a
Selmer amplifier from Harmony House
in Morley Street (weekly payments, of
course). Much practice was required,
and with the addition of bass guitarist
Bernard Brophy, a group began to form.
Practice took place at Sedbergh Boys
Club in West Bowling, with the
stipulation that they perform at the
club (free of charge) at the Friday dance

night. The group still had noname.
Then a club member who was a singer;
Cedric Ludlum, and Brenda Husband,
sister of Malcolm and Dennis, joined as
vocalists, with Cedric naming the
group Los Angeles and the Four
Tombstones. This name only lasted one
booking, at Bolton Youth Club.
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A reassessment came when excellent
vocalist Cliff Martin joined the group.
Finally, with Cliff Martin, vocals,
Brenda Husband, vocals, Malcolm
Husband, rhythm guitar, Eric Holt, lead
guitar, Bernard Brophy, bass guitar; and
Dennis Husband, drums, they were
named Cliff and Brenda with the
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singing

with The
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Dominators.The name was
synonymous with the Bradford rock ‘n’
roll scene in the early 1960s. They
moved to The Fountain pub for
rehearsals and were soon performing
on the working men’s club circuit. They
also had regular bookings at local dance
halls, including the Majestic and the

A AND THE BOYS

Mecca Locarno on Manningham Lane,
where they had a regular monthly spot.
Until 1963 they were among the most
popular groups in the area, with alarge
following and fan club. It was around
this time that lead guitarist Eric Holt
left, replaced by the ex-Dingo Kenny
Fowler. With Kenny the group’s music
changed to incorporate the Mersey
Sound, with Chuck Berry and Chet
Atkins numbers added to the
repertoire. Sadly in 1963 much-
respected bass player Bernard Brophy
suddenly died. His place was taken by
the popular Steve (Red) Williams,
formerly of the Mel Clarke Four. Back
on the usual circuit the group was a
tremendous success, and ventured into
Lancashire clubs. In 1966 bass player
Red decided toleave. Brenda and Cliff
married and set up home in East
Bowling. Kenny Fowler also left,
replaced by lead guitarist Mick Brook.
Paul Young replaced Malcolm Husband
on rhythm guitar. It was one of those
transitional periods which most groups
went through, when they had to decide
whether to carry on or disband. The
group soldiered on until 1968, when it
folded. Cliff and Brenda with the
Dominators is still remembered with
affection.

Brenda Husband lived on the Parkside
estate, after leaving school she was a
wages clerk. As Brenda Martine, she
continued to sing in Bradford. Sadly
Brenda passed away in 2024, another
star of yesteryear when Bradford
rocked.
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BOSWORTH HALL TURKEY & TINSEL
Departing Mon 8 Dec ‘25

Indulge in some pre-Christmas celebrations at the Bosworth

Hall Hotel, located in the Leicestershire countryside.

We spend time in the towns of Stamford and Oakham,

explore the vibrant city of Birmingham and can discover

Shakespeare’s Stratford-upon-Avon.

SO MUCH INCLUDED...

v/ Return coach travel from Bradford

v 4 nights at the Bosworth Hall Hotel, near Market Bosworth
(JG3 rating) with dinner & breakfast (includes traditional
‘Christmas’ dinner)

v 2 for1bar (6pm-9pm) on selected drinks

v/ After-dinner tea & coffee

v Light entertainment every evening

v/ Excursions to Stamford, Oakham & Birmingham

Optional excursion to Stratford-upon-Avon (£14pp)

BOURNEMOUTH & THE NEW FOREST
TURKEY & TINSEL
Departing Mon 24 Nov ‘25

Let’s get excited about Christmas with a seasonal dinner menu, a
fantastic bar offer and entertainment every night at our hotel! From
our base in Bournemouth, we also get to explore neighbouring
nautical Poole and the timeless beauty of the New Forest.
SO MUCH INCLUDED...
v/ Return coach travel from Bradford
v/ 4 nights at a selected hotel in Bournemouth (JG2 or
JG3 rating) with dinner & breakfast (includes traditional
‘Christmas’ dinner)

v 2 for1bar (6pm-9pm) on selected drinks

v After-dinner tea & coffee

v/ Light entertainment every evening

v/ Excursions to the New Forest (Lyndhurst, Brockenhurst and
Lymington) & Poole

Optional excursion to Dorchester Market & Weymouth (£14pp)

» SAVE £30 - Quote NQC - Book by 24 Oct 2025

THE POLAR EXPRESS & FESTIVE YORK

Departing Sat 29 Nov ‘25

Climb aboard for a truly magical experience on The Polar

Express; a festive adventure on the Wensleydale Railway for

the whole family to enjoy! All passengers are invited to wear

pyjamas on the train, indulge in some delicious treats and sing

along to carols.

SO MUCH INCLUDED...

v/ Return coach travel from Bradford

v/ Overnight stay at a selected hotel (JG3 or JG4 rating) with
dinner & breakfast

v/ Journey aboard The Polar Express on the Wensleydale Railway
(including cookies, hot chocolate and a gift from Santa)

v/ En-route visit to York

5 Days by Coach only £269 5 Days by Coach only £299 2 Days by Coach only £189 kv
2 WEDIUA

BRITISH

. B i TRAVEL
Single Supplement £80 Single Supplement £80 Single Supplement £50 A

2024
For more information, or to bOOk, p|ease call or visit us online at (Coach package holidays are operated by & bookings made subject to Just Go! Holidays terms & conditions which can be found BEST COMPANY
’ on our website. Your booking is protected by Bonded Coach Holidays (BCH) and the Association of Bonded Travel Organisers Trust “anﬁmmum's

Limited (ABTOT). Tours offered subject to availability. Errors and omissions excepted. Prices per person, based on two people

sharing a foom; a small number of pickup points may incur a supplement. Calls to 033 numbers are free within inclusive minute SN BFNR Y@ UUIZ4%Sy
packages otherwise standard rates apply. Prices are correct at the time of printing and will be honoured for bookings made on or ﬁ%ﬂ%’l . anei
before 7 days after publication. Prices after this date are subject to fluctuation. V° | Member7022

justgoholidays.com/NQC'i

03332 342 523 Quote NQC

033 numbers are free within inclusive minutes packages otherwise standard rates apply.




