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Saturday, June 28, 2025

MUSIC

IN the latest of his profiles of
movers and shakers of
Bradford’s rock ‘n’ roll scene,
DEREK AJ LISTER profiles
former Telegraph & Argus
journalist CHRIS
CHARLESWORTH.

Chris Charlesworth was born
in 1947 in Bingley. In 1950 his
family moved to Skipton, and
he later attended St Peter’s
School in York.

At the age of 10 Chris first
came under the spell of rock ’'n’
roll when he heard Little
Richard singing Tutti Frutti.
In 1963 he saw The Beatles at
the Gaumont in Bradford,
which inspired him to buy a
guitar.

A year later he was the rhythm
guitarist with Sandra and the
Montanas. Later he was with
Skipton group the Rocking
Pandas (Mark II) for a short
time - this was a short-lived
second line-up that followed the
original Rocking Pandas, who
had

existed for two years.

As well as playing rhythm
guitar, violin and bass guitar,
Chris is a talented writer.

After training as a journalist,

pop column in 1968.

Chris joined the Telegraph &
Argus - and wrote their first

Two years later he became a
full-time music writer on the
staff of Melody Maker, first as
their news editor and in 1973 as

See more stories from the past @ telegraphandargus.co.uk

their US editor, based in New
York.

In seven years, he interviewed
and wrote just about every rock
icon of the era, and his sole
regret is never seeing Elvis.

After a spell working for a

management company in New
York and at RCA in London,
Chris began writing books,
including biographies of The
Who, David Bowie, Deep
Purple, Slade and Cat Stevens.

In 1983 he became the editor of

MAN WAS AROCK WRITER

Omnibus Press, whose editorial

Chris, far fortunes he has guided ever
Ie_ft, playing since - having commissioned
with The and edited more than 500 rock
Montanas and pop books, probably more

than anyone else in the world.
Outside Omnibus, Chris’s long
association with The Who
resulted in his compiling and
co-producing their 30 Years of
Maximum R&B box set,
released in 1995.

Although he was now mostly
occupied with book ideas, and
editing the work of other
writers, Chris’s occasional
musings have appeared in
Record Collector, national
papers and on RBP.

Sixty years on, the lad from
Bingley lives in a village near
Guildford, Surrey, with his
wife, Lisa, and family.

* Derek AJ Lister and his friend
collaborator, musician Reuben
Davison, have profiled singers,
bands and musicians from
Bradford’s 1950s and 60s music
scene in their website.

Visit www.
whenbradfordrocked.co.uk
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WHITBY REGATTA & SCARBOROUGH
Departing Sun 10 Aug ‘25

On this two-day seaside break, enjoy one of the oldest maritime
events on the North East coast of England, the Whitby Regatta.
Packed full of yacht racing, rowing races, and all things sailing,
don’t miss this one-of-a-kind experience!

SO MUCH INCLUDED...

v/ Return coach travel from Bradford

v/ Overnight stay at the Grand Hotel, Scarborough (JG2 rating)
with dinner & breakfast

¢ Evening entertainment
v/ Free time in Scarborough
v/ Excursion to Whitby to see the Whitby Regatta

» SAVE £10 - Quote NQC
- Book by 11 Jul 2025

2 Days by Coach WL@ £109

Single Supplement £35

For more information, or to book, please call

03332 342 523 c.oc NaC

033 numbers are free within inclusive minutes packages otherwise standard rates apply.

or visit us online at

justgoholidays.com/NQC'i

ROYAL SANDRINGHAM, REGAL
STAMFORD & HISTORIC KING’S LYNN
Departing Sun 17 Aug ‘25

Have you always wanted to take a peek behind the historic walls

of Norfolk’s Sandringham? Well now is your chance! Follow in

the footsteps of royalty, discover the stone town of Stamford

and wander through the ancient seaport of King’s Lynn on

this break.

SO MUCH INCLUDED...

v/ Return coach travel from Bradford

v 4 nights at the Milestone Hotel, near Peterborough (JG3
rating) with dinner & breakfast

v/ Excursions to Sandringham, Oakham, Stamford, Boston Market
& King’s Lynn

5 Days by Coach om@ £449

Single Supplement £125

5 Days by Coach only £379 Bt
WEDILy
) BRITISH
Single Supplement £75 TRAVEL
AWARDS
2024
Coach package holidays are operated by & bookings made subject to Just Go! Holidays terms & conditions which can be found BEST COMPANY

on our website. Your booking is protected by Bonded Coach Holidays (BCH) and the Association of Bonded Travel Organisers Trust —
Limited (ABTOT). Tours offered subject to availability. Errors and omissions excepted. Prices per person, based on two people
sharing a room; a small number of pickup points may incur a supplement. Calls to 033 numbers are free within inclusive minute
packages otherwise standard rates apply. Prices are correct at the time of printing and will be honoured for bookings made on or
before 7 days after publication. Prices after this date are subject to fluctuation.

Telegraph & Argus
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A TASTE OF SOMERSET BATH, CHEDDAR
& CIDER
Departing Mon 29 Sep 25

Rolling hills, cider and charming villages can only mean one

thing...the lovely South West county of Somerset! Soak up

the region with visits to Wells, Cheddar, Taunton with a drive

through Cheddar Gorge and visit the award-winning Sheppy’s

Cider Farm - cheers!

SO MUCH INCLUDED...

v/ Return coach travel from Bradford

v 4 nights at the York Hotel, Weston-super-Mare (JG2+ rating)
with dinner & breakfast

v/ Porterage

v/ After-dinner tea/coffee every evening

v/ Entertainment some evenings

v/ Guided tour and tasting at Sheppy’s Cider Farm

v/ Excursions to Wells, Cheddar Gorge, Cheddar, Sheppy’s Cider
Farm, Taunton & Bath
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