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WHAT A NIGHT! GIG OF A
LIFETIME FOR LOCAL GROUP
Derek A J Lister
recalls the night a
Bradford band
played at a hip
London venue
THE2i’swasacoffeehouse thatwasopen
from1956 to1970. andplayeda formative
role in theemergenceof Britain’s skiffle
androckandrollmusicculture in the late
1950s.
Severalmajorstars, includingTommy
SteeleandCliff Richard,were first
discoveredat the2is, onOldCompton
Street inSoho,London,andour localgroup,
AlanKnightand theChessmen,alsoplayed
thereoneSunday in thesummerof 1963.
ThegroupcomprisedAlanKnight, aka
AlanLodgevocals, 16-year-oldKenHickey
drums,RogerDavis leadguitar,Harry
Unsworthbassguitar, andJohnWhalley
rhythmguitar.Allwerenowonatripof a
lifetime,playingat the2iscoffeebar, that
could lead themtobestars.
ItwasRogerwho, throughanagent,had
made thebooking for themtoappear that
Sundayevening inawarmsummer,after
thecoldestwinter formanyyears.
TheMondaystartedoff in theborrowed
BedfordTransitvanwithRoger,Alan,and
JohnpickingKenupinManninghamat
9amthenover toUndercliffe topick the
last,HarryUnsworth,whowasstill inbed,
hehadcompletely forgotten!
Itwasafter11amwhentheyall setoff again
toWakefield, andaftera fewwrong
directionswereontheM1.
Theyhada fewstops foraquickcall, and
cupsof tea, arrivingontheoutskirtsof
Londonaround fiveoclock.Nohotel foran
overnight stopover, as thiswasaround
24-hour trip, theyparkedclose toapark to
all change into their smartmatchingsuits
white shirts, andcollardneck ties.
At6.30pmtheywereoutside, andwere
expected,howevernosignof theagent,
seemingly, anormalpractise, althoughan
envelopewas left for themwithmoney,plus
petrolmoney,which theywouldreceiveon
theat theendof their sessions.The tookall
the instruments in,andhada few
sandwiches, thensetup thedrums. Inside it
wasquite small inside, and itwas in the
cellaramuch largerspacewitha long
wooden floor fordancingand fewchairs
andbenches,plusall softdrinksandcoffee.
Itwasmentioned that itwas likeThe
Olympuscoffeebar inBradford.
However, theyall thought that theacoustics
weregood,as they tunedup.Two50-minute
spotsweregivenat8pmuntil 8.40, and9.30
to finishat 10.20.
For their first sessionall seemedtogowell
withmanydancingandsporadicapplause
Howeveronthesecondsession their
jackets, ties, andsleevesup,as itwas too
hot,butagain it toowentdownwell.At
10.20 theyplayed their lastnumber,
finishingwithgeneralapplause fromthe
fewremainingpeople in thecellar.
Itwas thenaquickpackupof the
instruments, as jackets, and tieswere
pushed intoabaghavingserved their
purpose.Thevanwasretrieved fromaside
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street, andallwaspacked in.
In themeantime, theenvelope fromthe
absentagentwashandedover, thegroup
having finished thecontract, and in the
envelopea fewpoundnotes,which
includedpetrolmoney.As theysetoff it
wasnowdark,andKennyLynch,whohad
been there, gave themawaveashedrove
past inaredsportscar!
Withnotmuchtrafficon themotorway, five
very tired ladsarrivedback inBradfordat
4.30 in themorning, tobedroppedoff at
theirhomes,andwithnorespiteasallhad
a job togo toon thatMondaymorning.
Oh, tobeapopstar.
*DerekAJListerhasprofiledmanybands
fromthat specialperiod inBradford’s
musicalhistory in twobooks -Bradford’s
RockandRolland WhenBradfordRocked.
From1959-1965DerekwasDJat the
GaumontandMajesticdancehalls,
workingunder thenameof DalStevens,
andhemetnationaland international
starsandmany localgroupsandsingers.
Hehadhisownrock ‘n’ roll group,The
FourDukes.
Derek felt therewasaneed torecord
somethingof the lives, careersandtimes
of these localgroups,manyof whom
continued toperformas,nationally, the
youthculture thathadspawnedthem
begantoevolve.
“Itwas in1965whenIdecidedmyrockand
rollworldwasbeing takenoverby thebeat
boom,withModstyleandBeatle suits, and
thenthehippies,”hewrote inWhen
BradfordRocked. “Music tasteschanged

almostovernight.Nowthesongsand
music thatexplored theupsanddownsof
teenageromancesungbytheTabs,Bobbies
andFrankieswereonthedecline. Itwasat
this timeIdecided to ‘packupmytentand
stealaway’ frommyrockandrollworld.”
But thememoriesremainedwithDerek
andin1980he finallygotdowntowriting
about them.
Bradford’sRockandRollbeganasa
memoirof hisyearsat theGaumontand
Majestic, in theheydayof Bradford’smusic
scene.He tookreadersback to thebars,
cafesandballroomsof thatera, andof
meetingbignamessuchasJoeBrown,
MartyWildeandGeneVincent.
Thebookwaspopularand led toaseriesof
rock ‘n’ roll reuniongigs featuringmany
localmusicians fromthe late1950s, early
60s.Derek laterdecided that theseacts
meritedgreaterrecognition,and
painstakinglyresearched them,contacting
asmanyashecould to findoutwhere they
wereandwhat they’dbeendoingover the
decades.
WhenBradfordRocked,published in2012,
isasubstantial, entertainingbook
encompassingdozensof localacts.
NowDerek’sbookshaveentered thedigital
age,withawebsitehehascreated in
collaborationwithReubenDavison,who
was inBradfordband,Solsticeandhasalso
written twoBradford-basedbooks: In
LovingMemory,aboutUndercliffe
Cemetery,andAnEdwardianHousewife’s
Companion.
*Visitwww.whenbradfordrocked.co.uk Singer Alan Knight with guitarist Roger Davis


