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STILL ROCKING AND ROLLING

DEREK AJ LISTER continues his
profiles of movers and shakers on
Bradford’s rock ‘n’ roll scene:

The Dakotas were one of Bradford’s
premier groups from the early 1960s,
with almost the same line-up until
1966.

It was over 30 years later that the
group re-formed, in 1994 with the
same line-up, to play at charity venues
-which has continued into the 21st
century.

The band evolved from a skiffle group
formed by Terry Lee in the late 1950s,
but it was not long before tea chests
and washboards were set aside in
favour of the electric sound. There
were one or two personnel changes at
first, but the line-up and style became
established in 1962 with Brian Smith,
vocals, Paul White, lead guitar, Terry
Lee, bass guitar, and Dave
Murgatroyd, drums. For a short while
Dave Cochrane, a rhythm guitarist,
was a band member.

The group was well managed by
Stephen Laverack, a non-playing
member. The popular Dave Arran
spent a few months with them in the
early days before moving to The
Crusaders.

Throughout the early 1960s The
Dakotas regularly performed at the
main Bradford dance halls including
the Locarno, Majestic, Kings and

Queens, Gaiety and the Students
Club. They also appeared at many of
the working men’s clubs in and
around the area, where they
competed against bingo, raffles,
shellfish vendors and concert
secretaries to get the artistic
recognition they deserved.

It was great fun with great friends,
but by 1966, when ‘groupies’ had
become wives, proper careers had
been established and Billy J Kramer
had borrowed their name, it was
decided to retire gracefully from the
music scene. For the next 10 years
they kept in touch and met regularly;

The Dakotas
evolved from
a skiffle
group and
became one
of Bradford’s
premier
groups in the
1960s

but then contact became less
frequent, particularly when Stephen
Laverack moved with his family to
Cheshire.

In 1994 Terry, Paul, Brian and David
agreed to re-form the group for a one-
off gigto celebrate Stephen’s 50th

birthday, and Stephen insisted that he
should become a playing member on
this occasion. The performance was
well received and, more importantly,
thoroughly enjoyed by everyone in
the band. The rest is, as they say,
history.

They enjoyed it so much they decided
to keep rehearsing, and with an
extended playlist they accepted their
first formal engagement, a charity
function at South Bradford Golf Club.
Stephen was now the group’s rhythm
guitarist.

For a while they added an element of
sweetness to their vocals with Paul’s
sister Josie (late of Jo White and the
Bluenites), but following her
retirement in 2008 the band is back to
its original sound, playing in and
around the Bradford area wherever
they are invited to support a worthy
charity.

The Dakotas had raised several
thousand pounds for such good
causes as Macmillan Nurses, Cancer
Relief, The Candlelighters and the
Royal British Legion. It was great that
five friends still enjoyed each others’
friendship and continuing to play
music from their youth, finding many
audiences for their simple brand of
rock ‘n’roll.

*Derek and collaborator, musician
Reuben Davison, profile singers,
bands and musicians from Bradford’s
1950s and 60s music scene in their
website: wwwwhenbradfordrocked.
co.uk

The Celtic
Connection
Departing Sun 21 Jun ‘26

This captivating tour combines the wonderful landscapes of
South Wales with the historical south-east of Ireland. Enjoy the
beauty of the Gower Peninsula, explore the Irish towns of Waterford
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Weymouth, Jurassic Coast

& Swanage Steam Railway
Departing Mon 22 Jun ‘26

We explore the striking scenery of the Jurassic Coast, a
World Heritage Site renowned for its wealth of historically significant
rock formations and fossil discoveries. We visit Corfe Castle and

Reader travel

Isle of Wight
‘Royals & Rails’

Departing Mon 29 Jun ‘26

On this fantastic break we enjoy the island’s natural beauty as well as
a nostalgic journey on the Isle of Wight Steam Railway and a visit to
fascinating Osborne House. The Isle of Wight is the perfect place to
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and Cork, discover the Titanic Experience Cobh and more!
SO MUCH INCLUDED...

Lulworth Cove plus enjoy a journey on the Swanage Steam Railway!
SO MUCH INCLUDED...

enjoy a relaxing few days away.
SO MUCH INCLUDED...

e Return coach travel from Bradford e Return coach travel from Bradford e Return coach travel & ferry crossings from Bradford

e 3 nights at the Mercure Hotel, Swansea (JG3 rating) with dinner e 4 nights at the Leam Hotel, Weymouth (JG2 rating) with dinner e 4 nights at the Shanklin Beach Hotel, Shanklin (JG2+ rating) with
& breakfast & breakfast dinner & breakfast

e Heritage journey on Brecon Mountain Railway e Heritage train journey on the Swanage Steam Railway e Entertainment some evenings

* Free time in Waterford e Excursions to the Jurassic Coast (Lyme Regis, West Bay e Heritage train journey on the Isle of Wight Steam Railway

e En-route visit to Tenby & Abbotsbury), Lulworth Cove, Corfe Castle (castle & village) e Excursions to Osborne House, Cowes & Ryde

e Excursions to Gower Peninsula, the Mumbles, Cardiff Castle, Cork & Swanage Optional Island Highlights Tour (£15pp)

& Titanic Experience Cobh Optional excursion to Dorchester Market (£12pp)

5 Days by Coach only £449

Single Supplement £60 . WEDIUAG "y

5 Days by Coach only £519

Single Supplement £80

7 Days by Coach only £769

Single Supplement £180

Coach package holidays are operated by & bookings made subject to Just Go! Holidays terms & conditions which can be 2025

found on our website. Your booking is protected by Bonded Coach Holidays (BCH) and the Association of Bonded Travel

Organisers Trust Limited (ABTOT). Tours offered subject to availability. Errors and omissions excepted. Prices per person, -

based on two people sharing a room; a small number of pickup points may incur a supplement. Calls to 033 numbers are bonded | ABTOT AN
free within inclusive minute packages otherwise standard rates apply. Prices are correct at the time of printing and will be f‘u?;h CEH
honoured for bookings made on or before 7 days after publication. Prices after this date are subject to fluctuation. Y/ | Member7022

or visit us online at

justgoholidays.com/NQC

For more information, or to book, please call

03332 342 523 quote NQC

033 numbers are free within inclusive minutes packages otherwise standard rates apply.




