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FHSH AND CHIPS WITH A POP STAR

FORMER DJ at Bradford’s
Gaumont and Majestic
dancehalls DEREK AJ LISTER
recalls a Sixties singing star he
first met backstage.

Emile Ford, musician and singer
was born Michael Emile Telford
Miller in St Lucia in 1937. His
family moved to London in the
mid-1950s where he taught
himself to play a number of
musical instruments, forming a
backing group, The Checkmates.
His first self-produced recording,
What Do You Want to Make
Those Eyes at Me For ? went to
number one in the UK singles
chart, earning him a Golden Disc
selling over one million copies in
the UK alone.

In the 1960s he had four more Top
20 hits: Slow Boat to China,
You’ll Never Know What You’re
Missing, Them There Eyes and
Counting Teardrops.

His first hit launched him into a
frantic few years of broadcasts.
He appeared many times on
Sunday Night at the Palladium,
as well as the television music
shows, also performing on
package shows with other
artists.

However, within a few years; he
gave up performing to return to

Derek Lister
and Emile
Ford on
Quebec
Street,
posing for
the photo
that made
the T&A front
page the
following day
- June 29,
1991

one-hour spot from 8.30- 9.30pm.
It was a capacity crowd who
came that night, and such was
the applause for Emile singing
his hit numbers to dance to. Both
Dadio and I thought he was very
good, but also very friendly and
polite with us. All made for a

Seabrook Fisheries for a meal,
his treat.

Later I left him to go home to
change and return for the
evening’s show. Dadio was there
now, and his backing group had
arrived and had arranged a full

his first love as a sound engineer.
It was in March 1962 that I first
met Emile Ford in the Majestic
dressing room on the afternoon
he was due to appear that night
on stage. He was a very chatty
person, and we went off to

very successful night.

Forward 29 years to 1991. A few
members of the earlier Bradford
groups were to record a disc of
those chosen, 14 in all, at
Richard Harding’s recording
studio in Batley. When I arrived
there was Emile Ford who was
helping Richard, and it was he
and Richard who co-produced my
recording of Move It. It was nice
to be remembered, the night at
the Majestic and the fish and
chips.

A few weeks later, on June 28, at
the launch of my book
Bradford’s Rock ‘n’ Roll The
Golden Years, Emile Ford was
there with Richard Harding, and
photographs were taken of us
together which appeared on the
Telegraph & Argus front page
the next day.

The next day, as he was stopping
over, Diana and I invited him for
lunch, a most enjoyable day.

We kept in touch over the years,
but sadly Emile passed away in
2016. A true pop star and good
friend.

* Derek AJ Lister and his friend
and collaborator Reuben Davison
have profiled singers, bands and
musicians from Bradford’s 1950s
and 60s music scene in their
website, When Bradford Rocked.

Visit www.whenbradfordrocked.
co.uk
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CHARITY OF THE YEAR

Nominate your local charity to win £1k

It could be that you volunteer or work for a charity,
or you may just want to support your favourite local
charity by nominating it to win the £1k cash we're
making available to support great local causes.

Once all nominations have been received our editor
will review the charities with the highest volume

of nominations and choose from these which in

the editor’s view offers the greatest benefit to the
community to receive the £1k cash.

The £1k cash is being provided by our parent

company’s charitable arm: The Gannett Foundation. ,1
This year the Gannett Foundation will donate £26,000 '
to charities across the country.

Make your nomination now. Simply complete the form
below and send it to Telegraph & Argus, Charity Of
The Year, Unit 7, Newhall Nano Park, Newhall Way,
Bradford, BD5 8FF. Closing date for the delivery of your
nomination form is Thursday 30th November 2023.
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I CHARITY OF THE YEAR 2023 NOMINATION FORM :
Charity name :
1
1
Charity registered number 1
1
1
Charity website or contact details : Charity
1 Of The Year
ol
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Newsquest terms and conditions will apply where relevant to the grants process; please visit http://www.newsquest.co.uk/prize-competition-rules. http://www.newsquest.co.uk/privacy-policy. Only original voting coupons will be accepted, no
photo-copies. The cash grants will be sent by BACS transfer. Grants are conditional on completion of the relevant project and a successful nominee charity may be required to evidence its use of the grant. The top charity selected by the editor
from the nominations will be contacted to provide additional information; should this information not be provided within the timescale or fail to meet the qualifying criteria provided then the editor will select an alternative charity. The charity must
be registered with the Charities Commission and have not received a grant from the Gannett Foundation in the last two years. Community Interest Companies, Schools, hospitals, or organisations with political/religious/ethnic objectives will not be
eligible. (but this does not exclude religious organisations offering charitable support to the sick or needy without discrimination)
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