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A STAR OF THE JAZZ WORLD

IN the latest of his profiles of
movers and shakers from
Bradford’s rock ‘n’ roll scene,
DEREK AJ LISTER pays tribute to
multi-instrumentalist Eric
Holroyd:

Eric was born in 1938 and attended
Heckmondwike Grammar School.
Leaving school, he was employed at
Illingworth Morris Mills, Thornton
Road. A multi-instrumentalist,
Eric’s main instrument is trumpet
(or cornet), although his musical
training began with classical piano
at the age of six. In his early teens
he learned cornet, trombone and
tuba, later switching to electric
guitar to play in rock ‘n’ roll bands.

Eric took his first professional
music job aged 16 at the Textile
Hall, Westgate. With this 16-piece
dance orchestra, complete with
three vocalists, Eric’s love of jazz
blossomed. He later became the
trumpeter in the band’s seven-piece
jazz group, which played Harry
Gold Pieces of Eight Dixieland

A foundation member of Tom

Eric Holroyd  Baker's mid-1970s San Francisco
was a Jazz Band, Eric has played trumpet
talented with other popular jazz groups
musician such as the Abbey Jazz Band,

and became Ocean City Jazz Band, Southern

a star in Jazzmen, as well as featuring
Australia regularly

with Graeme Bell’s All Stars.

Eric’s own band has several times
played as support to Britain’s
Kenny Ball and his Jazzmen on
tours of Australia.

From a superb rock 'n’ roll lead
guitarist to a world-renowned jazz
musician, Eric was married for just
over 50 years. Sadly, his wife Jean
passed away in January 2007.

In Australia he was, for more than
half a century, a world-renowned
jazz musician with the trumpet,
right up through to his passing in
2016.

Another Bradford lad, who made to
the top, albeit in the jazz world.

He was far too good for our group,
Dal Stevens and the Four Dukes,
and deserved his success. It was a
pleasure to have known him. He
was very professional and a good

orchestrations and improvised jazz.
In his early twenties Eric joined
Dal Stevens and the Four Dukes,
reformed from the Blue Jays, and
transformed it into a very
professional rock ‘n’ roll group. It
was Eric’s lead guitar
performances that gave them some

success for a short time.

It was at the Textile Hall that Eric
had met his future wife Jean, and
they were soon married. When they
were both aged 23 in July 1966, they
and their two daughters left the UK
for a new life in Australia. Eric is

now a famous jazz musician in
Australia and throughout the
world. He’s a regular at Australia’s
annual jazz conventions, and
features regularly at jazz

festivals around Australia both as a
soloist and with various bands.

He toured in California several
times with Melbourne’s Creole
Bells, playing the Sacramento Jazz
Jubilee, Santa Rosa Jazz Festival,
the Los Angeles Sweet and Hot
Festival and a short season in Las
Vegas.

friend.

* Derek and his friend and
collaborator Reuben Davison have
profiled singers, bands and
musicians from Bradford’s 1950s
and 60s music scene in their
website: www.whenbradfordrocked.

co.uk
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WEYMOUTH, JURASSIC COAST & AYRSHIRE & LOVELY LOCH LOMOND JUST FOR ONE DAY - THE LIVE AID
SWANAGE STEAM RAILWAY Departing Fri 18 Jul ‘25, Fri 26 Sep ‘25 MUSICAL & LONDON

Departing Mon 8 Sep 25

We explore the striking scenery of the Jurassic Coast, a World
Heritage Site renowned for its wealth of historically significant
rock formations and fossil discoveries. We visit Corfe Castle
and Lulworth Cove plus enjoy a journey on the Swanage
Steam Railway!
SO MUCH INCLUDED...
v/ Return coach travel from Bradford
v/ 4 nights at the Leam Hotel, Weymouth (JG2 rating) with
dinner & breakfast
v/ Heritage train journey on the Swanage Steam Railway
¢ Excursions to the Jurassic Coast (Lyme Regis, West Bay
& Abbotsbury), Lulworth Cove, Corfe Castle (castle & village)
& Swanage

Optional excursion to Dorchester Market (£11pp)

From the rugged scenery of Ayrshire’s sweeping coastline to the

stunning natural vistas of Loch Lomond, the east of Scotland

is full of breathtaking sights. On this unforgettable four-day

break we explore Ayr, Troon, Luss, Balloch and the famous

Gretna Green.

SO MUCH INCLUDED...

v/ Return coach travel from Bradford

v/ 3 nights at the Adamton Country House, Prestwick (JG2
rating) with dinner & breakfast

v/ Excursions to Ayrshire Coast (Ayr & Troon) & Loch Lomond
(Luss & Balloch)

v/ En-route visit to Gretna Green

P SAVE £20 - Quote NQC
- Book by 20 Jun 2025

Departing Sat 9 Aug ‘25, Sat 23 Aug ‘25, Sat 20 Sep ‘25,

Sat 15 Nov ‘25, Sat 22 Nov ‘25

Don’t miss the stirring story of Live Aid and how music united

the world! With songs by Diana Ross, Bob Dylan, David Bowie,

The Who, Queen, Elton John, The Police, Paul McCartney, The

Pretenders, Status Quo, Sade, The Boomtown Rats, Ultravox

and more.

SO MUCH INCLUDED...

v/ Return coach travel from Bradford

v/ Overnight stay at a selected hotel outside London (JG3 or JG4
rating) with breakfast

v/ Grand Circle ticket (evening performance)

v/ Free time in London for shopping & sightseeing

5 Days by Coach ¢ £489 4 Days by Coach ¢ £229 2 Days by Coach on £189 SR
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Single Supplement £75 Single Supplement £60 Single Supplement £45 ARAVEL:

2024
For more information, or to bOOk, p|ea5e call or visit us online at (Coach package holidays are operated by & bookings made subject to Just Go! Holidays terms & conditions which can be found BEST COMPANY
’ on our website. Your booking is protected by Bonded Coach Holidays (BCH) and the Association of Bonded Travel Organisers Trust MMTH&:MWIUMVS
A = Limited (ABTOT). Tours offered subject to availability. Errors and omissions excepted. Prices per person, based on two people
0333 2 342 5 23 Q uote N Q C J u St g o h 0 I I d a ys L] CO I I l N Q C sharing a room; a small number of pickup points may incur a supplement. Calls to 033 numbers are free within inclusive minute ws | ABTOT
h

bon
packages otherwise standard rates apply. Prices are correct at the time of printing and will be honoured for bookings made on or goach
before 7 days after publication. Prices after this date are subject to fluctuation. V| Member7022

033 numbers are free within inclusive minutes packages otherwise standard rates apply.




