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THE SUNDAY MORNING ROCKERS

IN the latest of his profiles of leading
figures on Bradford’s rock ‘n’ roll scene,
DEREK AJ LISTER looks back at
drummer Keith Artist:

KEITH was born in St Luke’s Hospital
in 1941 and lived in Wilsden and
Thornton before moving to Swaine
House. He later went to Belle Vue Boys
School and the family moved to Delph
Hill in Wyke.

Leaving school, he worked in the office
atafruit and vegetable merchants.
Keith became interested in early skiffle
music and whilst living in Delph Hill
made friends with three other musically
minded lads. They formed The 789
Skiffle Group, later changing the name
to The Delph Boys, practising in a front
room on Sunday afternoons. At one time
he wanted to play guitar, but gave up as
some rhythm section was required in
the group; he could play the washboard.
After the demise of The Delph Boys
Keith became a self-taught drummer.
Hooked on rock ‘n’ roll, he purchased a
drum kit from Harmony House in
Bridge Street. Around this time he left
hisjob in the market to join the Atlas
Haulage Company in the traffic office.
He spent most of his free time practising
drumming sequences of 1950s hits. It
paid off; he was soon a proficient
drummer. For a short time he joined a
seven-piece group, The Sobey Dance
Band, soon reduced to a quartet. His

first move torock ‘n’ roll was 1959-60
joining Dal Stevens and the Four Dukes,
a good learning curve for a new
drummer although he nearly didn’t
make it to any future career. The group
needed somewhere to practise and for
the sum of 5/- Dal procured the local
swimming baths in Storr Hill, Wyke, on

Sunday mornings. The first practise
went well. Come the second Sunday,
local residents had already had enough!
Not again would they be awakened by
an up-and-coming rock ‘n’ roll group
spoiling their Sunday morning lie-ins.
The group set their equipment up and
had barely got through Cliff Richard’s

Keith Artist
(1941-

2012) was

a talented
drummer
and played
with several
Bradford
groups

Move It when a deadly missile in the
shape of a half-brick came crashing
through one of the windows, narrowly
missing Keith’s head and his prized
drumkit. No group has ever dismantled
guitars, amplifiers and drums in such
record time. They left Wyke behind, to
probably the sound of laughter from

Storr Hill residents who had put to flight
what might become one of the world’s
leading groups, with one missile.

The next group Keith joined, 1961-1962
were The Crusaders, a tip top band with
excellent musicians co-ordinated by the
popular Cliff Dutton, however as the
group had obtained a season in
Germany, Keith declined the invitation
because of family and career
commitments. In 1963 he decided it was
time to form his own group, The Four
Musketeers. The group was popular on
thelocal circuit and in South Yorkshire
doing Beatles, Rolling Stones, Chuck
Berry covers. They folded late 1965. In
the mid-sixties Keith was playing with
Dave Lee and Dennis Oliver at the Red
Lion pub, Bankfoot. From the 1970s he
played with Tony Earl and the
Revelation and a band called Shambles.
In the 1980s he re-formed The Four
Musketeers under Resurrection and
from 2002-04 played with many groups
until 2006 when he retired from the
Atlas Haulage Company after 44 years.
After years as a drummer he played
guitar; ukulele, harmonica and
keyboard He was a cyclist and he and
Anne, his wife of 46 years, enjoyed their
caravan in Cumbria and the family
home in Queensbury.

Keith was one of Bradford’s original
rock n’ roll musicians, a well respected,
exciting, inventive drummer who could
recreate parts perfectly from records.
His drum solos were memorable. Quite
shy; aman of not too many words, buta
great talent.
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For more information, or to book, please call

Departing Sat 14 Jun 25

Molveno’s turquoise lake.
SO MUCH INCLUDED...

rating) with dinner & breakfast

with dinner & breakfast

Free time in Lake Como
Services of a tour manager

RSN X X KX 1«

& Lake Molveno

Single Supplement £200

MAJESTY OF THE LAKES

The Italian lakes have a distinct magic that needs
to be experienced to be believed. Don’t miss

the chance to soak up the romance of Maggiore,
explore Como’s elegant resorts, enjoy a gelato

in one of Garda’s colourful towns and admire

Return coach travel & ferry crossings from Bradford
First & last night on a bed & breakfast basis in France

(last night with a light evening meal)

3 nights at the Hotel Lago Di Como, Colico* (JG3

3 nights at the Hotel Sport, Levico Terme (JG3+ rating)
Cruise on Lake Maggiore to Isola Bella (includes

entrance to the Palazzo Borromeo)

Excursions to Lake Maggiore, Lake Garda

9 Days by Coach WL@ £999

or visit us online at

03332 342 523 ... Nac justgoholidays.com/NQC

033 numbers are free within inclusive minutes packages otherwise standard rates apply.
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Trustpilot

Coach package holidays are operated by & bookings made subject to Just Go! Holidays terms & conditions which can be found
on our website. Your booking is protected by Bonded Coach Holidays (BCH) and the Association of Bonded Travel Organisers Trust
Limited (ABTOT). Tours offered subject to availability. Errors and omissions excepted. Prices per person, based on two people
sharing a room; a small number of pickup points may incur a supplement. Calls to 033 numbers are free within inclusive minute
packages otherwise standard rates apply. Prices are correct at the time of printing and will be honoured for bookings made on or

before 7 days after publication. Prices after this date are subject to fluctuation.

TUSCANY COAST
& PISA INCLUSIVE
Departing Sat 14 Jun 25

On this inspiring nine-day getaway we escape

to the Tuscan coast to bask in the beauty of this
stunning region and visit the cities of Lucca,
Florence and Pisa, where we can explore the
mesmerising architecture and charming ambience
s of these classic gems.

SO MUCH INCLUDED...
!/ Return coach travel & ferry crossings from Bradford

i ¢/ First & last night on a bed & breakfast basis in France
(last night with a light evening meal)

v/ 6 nights at a selected hotel (JG3 rating) with dinner
& breakfast (includes one traditional Tuscan dinner)

v/ Welcome drink

v Free bar (6pm-10pm) on house wine, beet, spirits
& soft drinks

v/ Wine & water with dinner in Italy
v/ Tea & coffee all day in Italy
v/ Excursions to Pisa, Lucca, San Gimignano & Florence

Optional excursion to Siena (£27pp)

. 9 Days by Coach OVL@ £999

Single Supplement £250
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