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MULTI-TALENTED ROCKER

IN the latest of his profiles of talented
acts from Bradford’s music scene,
DEREK AJ LISTER looks back at Keith
Sivyer:

Vocalist Keith (1936-2022) was born in
Birkenshaw and attended Waterloo
Junior School and Pudsey Grammar
School. Leaving school in 1951 he
worked for Bastow and Ryder (poster
and showcards) in Bradford, and later
spent three years at Busby’s (ticket
writing and show cards) until 1957 when
he served his National Service with the
Duke of Wellingtons Regiment. He then
returned to Busby’s.

In the winter of 1961-1962, now married
to Frances, with two children, and
finding he had quite a flair for rock n’
roll vocals, he answered an advert, in
the Telegraph & Argus, inviting singers
to apply for an audition to join The
Dingos, advertised as ‘Rock Rythmn
and Blues Group’. The audition was at
The Tudor Ballroom in Dudley Hill
where by coincidence Keith’s former
workmate at Busby’s was Irvin
(Smudge) Smith, already well
established as the drummer.

Many hopeful lads applied and when his
turn came Keith sang Elvis’ Surrender
and Gene Vincent’s arrangement of
Over the Rainbow, and got the job.

His first appearance was at Crofts
Annual staff Dance at the Kings Hall
and Queens Hall, for which he had only

acouple of nights practice, being the
replacement vocalist for the great
Sammy King.

Hislate inclusion at such short notice
resulted in four vocal renditions that
Sammy had Performed - an up- tempo
Mona Lisa, Youmust have been a

Beautiful Baby and another up-tempo
Lonesome Road and a slow rock
version, My Mother’s Eyes. These were
numbers that the band were
comfortable with, and ones that he

knew the words of. This went down well.

Asthe weeks progressed Keith was still

looked upon himself asarock ‘n’roll

K?'th singer, but at the time needed the money,
Sivyer was being married, with two small children.
a talented Needs must! Garth, to compensate, had
singer who fixed up an audition for him to sing with
went on to Billy Heys Dance Band at the Majestic
become Ballroom. A singing group, The Clive
one of the Carnazzo Trio, appearing between the
North’s most band sets heard him sing Autumn

I Leaves and Blue Moon (performed
popular without any rehearsal) and asked if he
comedy would be interested in joining them for
entertainers asummer season in Bournemouth.

However, the current situation on the
home front would not allow, so he had to
decline what might have been a
promising offer.

So again, it was thanks to Garth Cawood
who did him the biggest favour in
pointing him eventually down another
path, apath that let him sing and make
peoplelaugh. Why? Keith went on to
perform for over 25 years as Bobby
Kimble, one of the North'’s top comedy
entertainers, until finally retiring in
2001.

Keith was also a well known, brilliant,
cartoonist especially for his beloved
Bradford City’s Fanzine The City Gent.
Keithlived in the Allerton area of
Bradford with his wife Frances and
family and always looked back on the

confined to doing his four standard

performances. However; after a
Saturday night gig playing at the King’s
Hall, Garth Cawood took him to one side
and said he was ‘going to have tolet him
20’, s0 his dream ended.

Keith had never in his heart of hearts

few months with The Dingos with great
affection.

* Derek and musician Reuben Davison
profile singers, bands and musicians
from Bradford’s 1950s and 60s music
scene in their website: www.

whenbradfordrocked.co.uk
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For more information, or to book, please call

03332 342 523 ... Nac justgoholidays.com/NQC

A JOURNEY THROUGH

THE DORDOGNE
Departing Sat 14 Jun 25

Step into the pages of a fairytale picturebook in
the spectacular Dordogne. We explore medieval
towns, admire the vistas aboard the charming
Truffadou Train, indulge in a delicious wine tasting
and have the chance to enjoy a traditional gabarre
boat trip.

Your break includes

¢/ Return coach travel & ferry crossings from Bradford

v/ First & last night on a bed & breakfast basis in France
(last night with a light evening meal)

v/ 6 nights at the Auberge de la Petite Reine,
Siorac-en-Périgord (JG3 rating) on an all-inclusive
basis: welcome drink, hot & cold breakfast buffet,
4-course evening set menu dinners, local Bergerac
red & rosé wine with dinner, BBQ in the hotel
grounds on one evening (weather permitting),
‘Gastronomic French dinner’ on one evening, farewell
drink & souvenir gift

v/ Free bar (including wine, beer, classic aperitifs, soft
drinks, tea and coffee, 6pm-10pm)

¢/ Panoramic coach tour of Bordeaux (includes visit
to Saint-Emilion)

v/ Journey on the Truffadou Train, wine tasting, cellar
tour & picnic lunch at Domaine du Siorac & free time
in Siorac-en-Périgord

¢/ Accompanied by an English-speaking guide during the
Siorac-en-Périgord section of the tour

¢/ Excursions to Rocamadour, Martel, Bergerac, Chateau
de Beynac & Lascaux Il

9 Days by Coach OVL@ £1399

Single Supplement £280

or visit us online at

033 numbers are free within inclusive minutes packages otherwise standard rates apply.
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GERMANY’S
ROMANTIC ROAD, MUNICH

& LAKE CONSTANCE INCLUSIVE

Departing Sat 14 Jun 25, Sat 13 Sep ‘25,
Sat 27 Sep ‘25

Germany’s southernmost state of Bavaria is rich
in natural beauty, culture and lively traditions.

I We explore this charming region along with trips
to Munich, Lake Constance and a scenic tour of
the Romantic Road, one of Germany’s oldest

| tourist routes.

Your break includes
v/ Return coach travel & ferry crossings from Bradford

v/ First & last night on a bed & breakfast basis in France
(last night with a light evening meal)

v/ 6 nights all inclusive at the Hotel Jdgerhaus, Langenau
(JG3 rating) with dinner & breakfast, packed lunches & 5
free drinks per night (beer, house wine, soft drinks, tea
& coffee)

v/ Scenic tour of Germany’s Romantic Road
v/ Excursions to Munich & Lindau on Lake Constance
v/ En-route visits to Baden-Baden & Heidelberg

Optional excursion to Nuremberg including entrance to the
Nazi Rally Grounds (£24pp)

\ 9 Days by Coach OVL@ £849

! Single Supplement £100

Coach package holidays are operated by & bookings made subject to Just Go! Holidays terms & conditions which can be found
on our website. Your booking is protected by Bonded Coach Holidays (BCH) and the Association of Bonded Travel Organisers Trust
Limited (ABTOT). Tours offered subject to availability. Errors and omissions excepted. Prices per person, based on two people

sharing a room; a small number of pickup points may incur a supplement. Calls to 033 numbers are free within inclusive minute 4R
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