
THE RAVERS’ BIG BREAK 
IN the latest of  his profiles of  figures on 
Bradford’s rock ‘n’ roll scene, DEREK 
AJ LISTER looks back at Lee Chevin 
and the Ravers:
Lee Chevin and the Ravers were another 
of  Bradford’s very successful groups 
who were part of  the scene from 1959. 
The original members were Ian 
Normington, lead guitar, Dave Archer, 
drums, Kenny Raper, rhythm guitar, and 
Dave Pannett, bass guitar. They were 
known simply as The Ravers, one of  
their first bookings was a staff  dance in 
1959 at the Queens Hall. As with all new 
groups, a corner of  the ballroom was 
found for the Ravers to make their mark 
- and it was not a very encouraging start! 
For a short while in the early days, they 
were managed by local lad and 
entrepreneur Tony Gilfoyle. 
Some members left and new ones joined, 
and the line-up changed to Dave 
Pannett, bass guitar, Brian (Baz) Bastow, 
rhythm guitar, Rod Wright, lead guitar, 
Dave Archer, drums, and Lee Chevin, 
vocals. 
This line-up continued for the next four 
years; the group was known first as Lee 
Chevin and the Ravers and then The 
Riders. 
Local venues and dance halls were 
entertained many times by these young 
Bradford lads, who made lots of  friends 
and fans - especially at the Majestic 
dance hall, where they probably played 

more often than any other group. 
Becoming quite successful, the group 
was only a few months old when it was 
offered work in Germany; but for this 
they had to have a girl singer as well as 
Lee. They auditioned one or two, but the 
girl who got the job was Pauline 
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Matthews (who later became Kiki Dee). 
However, the tour was called off  before 
it began, as Pauline was not only too 
young but also had other commitments.
The group’s first real break came in 
early 1963, after a chance in a million 
meeting with Russ Conway on the 

forecourt of  the Central Garage in 
Bradford town centre. 
They had stopped for petrol when they 
saw Russ’s Rolls-Royce convertible. Soon 
they had told him all about the group, 
and a few weeks later Lee Chevin and 
the Ravers had passed an audition for 

Remember When
George Martin, of  Beatles fame. 
In July 1963 they made a record at the 
famous Abbey Road Studios in London. 
This was released in November 1963. 
The A-side was Darling Jean, written by 
Brian Bastow and Dave Pannett, and 
this was charts. Memories of  You was 
also recorded by The Applejacks, who 
were number one at the time with Tell 
Me When. 
A song called In Love with an Angel, 
written by lead guitarist Rod Wright, 
was put on a disc by a singer called 
Draffi and released in Germany. About 
this time the group was offered a five-
year contract by impresario Tito Burns, 
who was the manager of  Cliff  Richard 
and the Shadows, Shirley Bassey and 
many more stars. Needless to say, The 
Riders signed.
For the next few years the group 
travelled throughout the UK, appearing 
with many of  the pop stars of  the time, 
notably Lulu, Manfred Mann, 
Merseybeats, Applejacks, Jess Conrad, 
Vince Eager, Mike Sarne and Edna 
Savage. 
They were the type of  group that always 
drew a good crowd and had many 
teenage fans. After four years, however, 
and with music and fashions changing, 
in 1964 one of  Bradford’s premier 
groups finally called it a day.
* Derek and collaborator, musician 
Reuben Davison, profile singers, bands 
and musicians from Bradford’s 1950s 
and 60s music scene in their website: 
www.whenbradfordrocked.co.uk
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