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MICK WAS A GIFTED SINGER

IN the latest of his profiles of figures
on Bradford’s rock n’ roll scene,
DEREK AJ LISTER looks at vocalist
and rhythm guitarist Mick Judge.

Of Italian descent, Mick was born in
1940 and attended St Mary’s RC School.
Leaving aged 15, he became an
apprentice tailor’s cutter for Robert
Hirst Raincoats of Bradford. After
learning the trade, he decided to go
into business on his own, working in
thelocal markets and selling raincoats
(seconds) as well as other products. He
had such entrepreneurial skills that
he soon developed a successful
business.

A good vocalist and a get-by rhythm
guitarist, Mick’s introduction torock
‘n’ roll was when he helped to establish
The Hi-Ti’s in 1959. Although this only
lasted a few months, he was soon back
on the scene with his own group, Mick
Judge and the Jurymen. With a title
apparently from a Wild West film, they
couldn’t fail - and from 1962 until early
1965 they were successful. The group
members were talented musicians:

with two children) and bass player

Mick Judge John Powell could not accept. The
and the . group folded early in 1965.

:Juryme_n ;1IN In 1965 when the group disbanded,
look-alike Mick was the DJ at the Somerset
Beatles Ballroom on Idle Road for a time, while
pose’. still running his clothes business.
L-R: John However, he was soon back doing the
Powell, circuits in Bradford:

Brendan Being an accomplished vocalist with a
Wynne, flair for singing like Elvis Presley
Mick Judge (ballads only), he was accompanied by
and Allan his own mobile backing. He followed
Holdsworth other Bradford performers like Dave

Lee and Harry Foster, around venues
including the Cock and Bottle, The
Churchill, The Peckover and
Hoffman’s Club, all in the Little
Germany district.

In the early 1990s, when karaoke
became popular, Mick hired six top of
the range karaoke machines to
franchise around Yorkshire, and he
turned this into another successful
business.

Having suffered rheumatoid arthritis
in his hands for some years, he soon
went into semi-retirement, but with
his daughter Maza he was still
working in the world of personalised

Mick Judge, vocals and rhythm guitar,
John Powell, bass guitar, Brendan
Wynne, drums, and the jewel in the
crown Allan Holdsworth, lead guitar.
With a top repertoire of rock n’roll
numbers, they were playing at many
clubs and dance halls in Yorkshire
throughout 1963. Later they attracted

the Owen Hammond Agency, which
immediately signed them up - and in
early 1964 got them a booking,without
an audition, at Butlins Skegness. On
their return they appeared at
Bradford’s newly-opened Silver Blades
Ice Rink, with advertising in the
Telegraph & Argusreferring to ‘their

successful season at Butlins’.

The same happened at The Mecca
(Locarno) on Manningham Lane.
Such was the popularity of the group
that Owen Hammond really pushed
them forward and they backed the
young Pauline Matthews (Kiki Dee) at

many local venues.

Then came the crunch. Owen
Hammond wanted the group to tour
Germany. Mick Judge jumped at the
chance as did Allan Holdsworth, but
the other two members, drummer
Brendan Wynn (who was married

gifts. Now retired, Mick is stills active
asever and lives in Greengates with
his family

*Derek and collaborator, musician
Reuben Davison, profile singers, bands
and musicians from Bradford’s 1950s
and 60s music scene in their website:
www.whenbradfordrocked.co.uk
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TORQUAY CRUISE & DEVON STEAM
Departing Mon 6 Oct ‘25

of Torquay on this great-value break that features a packed
itinerary of excursions, a delightful heritage railway journey, a
scenic cruise on the River Exe and much more!

SO MUCH INCLUDED...

v/ Return coach travel from Bradford

& breakfast

¢/ Entertainment some evenings

¢/ Heritage train journey on the South Devon Railway

v/ Cruise on the River Exe

v/ Free time in Exmouth

v/ Excursion to Buckfast Abbey & Buckfast Butterfly Farm
& Dartmoor Otter Sanctuary

Optional excursion to Teignmouth (£11pp)

» SAVE £30 - Quote NQC

- Book by 05 Sep 2025

5 Days by Coach on@ £349

Single Supplement £75

For more information, or to book, please call

03332 342 523 Quote NQC

033 numbers are free within inclusive minutes packages otherwise standard rates apply.

Enjoy the sights of the beautiful English Riviera and the welcome

v/ 4 nights at the Trecarn Hotel, Torquay (JG2 rating) with dinner

or visit us online at n
justgoholidays.com/NQC
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ISLE OF WIGHT ROYALS & RAILS’
Departing Mon 27 Oct ‘25

On this fantastic break we enjoy the island’s natural beauty as
well as a nostalgic journey on the Isle of Wight Steam Railway
and a visit to fascinating Osborne House. The Isle of Wight is the
perfect place to enjoy a relaxing few days away.

SO MUCH INCLUDED...

v/ Return coach travel & ferry crossings from Bradford

v/ 4 nights at the Shanklin Beach Hotel, Shanklin (JG2+ rating)
with dinner & breakfast

v 2 for 1 bar (Shanklin Beach Hotel only)

v/ Entertainment some evenings

v/ Heritage train journey on the Isle of Wight Steam Railway
v/ Excursions to Osborne House, Cowes & Ryde

Optional Island Highlights Tour (£15pp)

5 Days by Coach on@ £429

Single Supplement £50

(Coach package holidays are operated by & bookings made subject to Just Go! Holidays terms & conditions which can be found
on our website. Your booking is protected by Bonded Coach Holidays (BCH) and the Association of Bonded Travel Organisers Trust
Limited (ABTOT). Tours offered subject to availability. Errors and omissions excepted. Prices per person, based on two people
sharing a room; a small number of pickup points may incur a supplement. Calls to 033 numbers are free within inclusive minute Ton
packages otherwise standard rates apply. Prices are correct at the time of printing and will be honoured for bookings made on or coad
before 7 days after publication. Prices after this date are subject to fluctuation.
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CHRISTMASTIME WITH ANDRE RIEU LIV
IN MAASTRICHT
Departing Sat 13 Dec ‘25

Returning to his hometown of Maastricht in December for a

magical, Christmas-themed concert, André Rieu continues

to dazzle audiences, alongside his 60-piece Johann

Strauss Orchestra.

SO MUCH INCLUDED...

v/ Return coach travel & ferry crossings from Bradford

v 3 nights at a selected hotel in Belgium/Germany/the
Netherlands (JG3 or JG4 rating) with breakfast

v/ André Rieu concert ticket (Block L2)

v/ Free time in Maastricht

v/ Excursion to a Christmas market or festive European town
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