
T&A’S ROCK N ROLL MAN
DEREK AJ LISTER looks back at 
former T&A rock ‘n’ roll writer Stan 
Pearson:
There was only one early Telegraph & 
Argus correspondent who sought out 
and wrote features on local groups and 
their members and that was Stanley 
(Stan) Pearson. Born in Allerton in 
1933 and educated at Bradford City 
High School, he joined the T&A aged 14 
and spent over 40 years with the 
newspaper, becoming a most respected 
golf  journalist.
In his spare time Stan did freelance 
work for the world’s oldest weekly 
music newspaper, The Melody Maker. 
However it is relevant that his part-
time work was really ‘moonlighting’ 
between 1955-1972. 
He also wrote a pop music and jazz 
column based on the Yorkshire scene 
for the old Daily Herald newspaper. He 
did this under the pen name of  Fred 
Armstrong. When he retired there was 
no need to keep this secret anymore, 
thus at last the world knew who Fred 
Armstrong was!
With his notepad and pencil he would 
wander into the Majestic and Gaumont 
ballrooms on rock ‘n’ roll nights and 
write snippets on who was who of  the 
local groups. On most occasions these 
would be published in the Melody 
Maker and the Daily Herald. Stan 
served a purpose when no other 

journalists were really interested.
Serious, but with a wonderful sense of  
humour, Stan was a credit to his 
profession who saw the chance to 
promote the local talent. A good friend 
of  disc jockeys Dal and Dadio, he’d 
always request the same record, The 
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the Gaumont

Shadows’ instrumental Apache. Stan 
still has that sense of  humour. Now 
retired, he lives in Menston with his 
wife Sandra.
Here’s Stan’s reflecting on his Kiki Dee 
connection, as told to me in 2011: ‘I 
believe she worked at Boots in 

Bradford and lived at Bankfoot at the 
time (when she was Pauline 
Matthews). She won a small talent 
contest in the city, I was there that 
night but had no contact with her 
afterwards. Indeed, to this day I have 
never met her.

Remember When
The following Sunday afternoon I was 
working in our front garden at Ascot 
Avenue, Horton Bank Top, when a 
couple came walking up the road and 
stopped at our front gate. “Are you 
Stanley Pearson?” the husband asked 
and when I said “Yes” he introduced 
them as Mr and Mrs Matthews, the 
parents of  Pauline.
 He went on to say he was an old friend 
of  Don Alred of  the T&A and had 
asked him how to have someone in the 
record industry listen to Pauline. Don 
had replied: “Stanley’s your man.” He 
gave Mr Matthews my details. To this 
day, the thing that amazes me is that 
Mr and Mrs Matthews would travel by 
bus from Bankfoot to Bank Top and 
expect me to be in. I know that 
telephones were not that usual back 
then, but even so...
Through Bradford band leader Les 
Garrett, Ken Macintosh and the 
Melody Maker I had got to know Walter 
Ridley, A&R manager of  HMV Records 
in London, so I gave the Matthews his 
phone number. The Matthews fixed up 
to take Pauline down to London for an 
audition and the day after Walter rang 
me to say he’d been very impressed and 
would be signing her up. The rest as 
they say is history. Incidentally, it was 
Walter Ridley who changed her name 
to Kiki Dee after signing her up.’
*  Derek and collaborator Reuben 
Davison have profiled singers, bands 
and musicians from Bradford’s 1950s 
and 60s music scene in their website: 
www.whenbradfordrocked.co.uk
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