PAGE 30

INSIDE OUT

Saturday, February 8, 2025

AROC

IN thelatest of his Bradford rock ‘n’
roll profiles, DEREK AJ LISTER looks
at the life and career of vocalist Mick
Kershaw:

Mick was born in Bradford in 1942 and
after leaving school worked at Grattan
Warehouse, Ingleby Road. He joined
The Sansovenos, his first group, in 1959.
In 1960, after the name change, Mick led
the group on vocals as Mick and the
Tornadoes. Mick also brought into
prominence his new stage name, that
of ‘Mick Novak’.

Mick was especially popular with
female fans: his good looks could
compare with any of the famous
‘Budding Bobbies’ and ‘Rocking
Rickies’ of the time. He continued with
this popular group until it folded in
1963, then went on to play with The Del
Rio Four and was with them when they
changed their name to The Chapters.
The name came from singer Kenny
Lynch. Mick was also part of the group
when they recorded on PYE label Can’t
Stop Thinking about Her, which did
reasonably well.

When The Chapters folded he was off
the road for a while until 1967, when he
formed a group with other good
musicians called The Guests. He was
now professional and had become an
accomplished rhythm guitarist as well
as his vocal abilities. In the early 1970s
The Guests obtained a recording
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contract with RCA records, their first
recording was called Baby you've got to
Stay co-written by Mick and another
group member. The record wasn’ta
success and soon after the group
disbanded.

Mick was offered a job at the Mecca

-—

Locarno on Manningham Lane,
singing and playing rhythm guitar
with The Terry Blakely Quartet in
residence at the ballroom. Twelve
months later he was back with The
Guests who had now reformed, and
with a different name: PUNCH. This
band went on to have tremendous
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. Opportunity Knocks.

Mick a

Kershaw However, the record flopped and they
LS ith came nowhere in Opportunity Knocks,

singing wit for reasons unknown. Mick was

Mick and the  gisappointed as he thought his time

Tornados. had come. Resolute as ever; in the late
Derek AJ 1970s he was compering the shows at
Lister and the popular Talk of Yorkshire in
Reuben Bradford. He was back in the 80sina
Davison new group, Phase Four, who mostly
profiled played at hotel functions but were also
. booked on cruise ships as far as the

singers, Caribbean, and they also found time for
bands and aseason at Pontins holiday camp.
musicians Leaving Phase Four, Mick joined other
from bands including a trio called Festival
Bradford’s with whom he played 15 seasons for the
1950s and Haven Holidays group. In 1999, due to
60s music family commitments, he called it a day
scene on on their last engagement on the Isle of
their website ~ Wisht.

Back home after the trials and

tribulations of being on the road, Mick

continued to play as a semi-

professional. In 2000 he joined a band
: called Kraka but in 2004, now in his
{ sixties, he settled down in something
\ different. He spent his spare time
i looking after maintenance at Fieldhead
| Hospital in Wakefield.
. . Sadly, Mick passed away in 2018. He
success in the 1970s, playingatmany of ~ was an extremely talented guitarist
the top clubs in the UK, and made a and rock nroll vocalist, one of the best.

record. Such was their popularity a TV
documentary was made about the
group and their life on the road, plus
appearances on BBC’s Look North.
More success was just around the
corner, with an appearance on

Much missed by his family and his
many friends and fellow rock n roll
artists.

* Visit www.whenbradfordrocked.
co.uk

tGo! OVERSEAS BREAKS

Holidays

By Coach from Bradford

ANDORRA,
MONTSERRAT

& Pyrenees Inclusive

Departing Sat 10 May ‘25,
Sat 14 Jun ‘25

Your break includes

v Return coach travel & ferry crossings from
Bradford

v First & last night on a bed & breakfast basis in
France (JG3 rating)

v/ 5 nights at the President Hotel, Andorra la
Vella (JG4 rating) with welcome drink, dinner
& breakfast, wine & water with dinner

v Free bar (8:30pm-10:30pm) on selected wine,
beer, local spirits, soft drinks, tea & coffee

v Overnight stay at the Kyriad Centre Gare
Atrium, Limoges (JG3 rating) with breakfast

v/ Scenic tours of Andorra & the Pyrenees (La

Seu d’Urgell’s, Puigcerda’s, Soldeu, Lake

Engolasters, Meritxell & Os de Civis)

Free time in Andorra la Vella

Excursion to Montserrat

En-route visits to Rocamadour & Paris
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9 Days by Coach m{y £799
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THE AUSTRIAN TYROL

All Inclusive
Departing Sat 10 May ‘25

We explore the snow-dusted peaks and beautiful
towns of Austria on this wonderful all-inclusive
break, featuring a scenic boat cruise, a trip on the
Ziller Valley Steam Train, surrounded by beautiful
rugged mountains and a cheese tasting at a local
dairy farm.

Your break includes

v/ Return coach travel & ferry crossings from

Bradford

First & last night on a bed & breakfast basis in

France (last night with a light evening meal)

6 nights at the Gasthof Kirchenwirt Hotel, Zell

am Ziller (JG3 rating)

Welcome drink, dinner, breakfast, packed

lunches & free bar (10am-10pm) on house wine,

beer, soft drinks, tea & coffee

Journey on the Ziller Valley Steam Train

Guided visit & tasting at a Ziller Valley Cheese

Farm

v/ Cruise on Lake Achensee

v/ Excursions to Rattenberg, Kisslinger Glass
Factory, Krimml Waterfalls & Kitzbtihel

Optional excursion to Innsbruck (£20pp)
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9 Days by Coach m@ £1099
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Single Supplement £250 Single Supplement £160 *B‘l'i‘l‘fr';’g'ﬂi
TRAVEL 3
For more information, or to book, please call or visit us online at Coach package holidays are operated by & bookings made subject to Just Go! Holidays terms & conditions which can be found g}}{g@

on our website. Your booking is protected by Bonded Coach Holidays (BCH) and the Association of Bonded Travel Organisers Trust
Limited (ABTOT). Tours offered subject to availability. Errors and omissions excepted. Prices per person, based on two people

sharing a room; a small number of pickup points may incur a supplement. Calls to 033 numbers are free within inclusive minute 4R
bonded | ABTOT unst
holidzrs

03332 342 523 c.ote nac

033 numbers are free within inclusive minutes packages otherwise standard rates apply.

justgoholidays.com/NQC

packages otherwise standard rates apply. Prices are correct at the time of printing and will be honoured for bookings made on or -

before 7 days after publication. Prices after this date are subject to fluctuation. Member 7022




