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• The Divinity of Christ

• Historical Christianity

•Orthodoxy
1. Chronology of the last seven words
2. The Return of the Lord
3. The Nicene Creed
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Hope, Glory & Orthodoxy
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Mounce: σκότος,	
skotos
31x: darkness, Mat 
27:45; Act 2:20; 
gloom of 
punishment and 
misery,  Mat 8:12; 
2Pe 2:17. 

moral or spiritual 
darkness, Mat 4:16; 
Jhn 3:19; Eph 5:11; 
a realm of moral 
darkness, Eph 5:8; 
Eph 6:12.
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§ Mat 27:45  Now from noon until three, 
darkness (σκο) τος) came over all the 
land.
§ 9th plague (Exo. 10:21) darkness, 3 

days
§ Rev. 9:1-11 Fifth trumpet, Abyss 

opened, sun darkened
§ Rev. 16:10-11, Fifth Bowl, Darkness 

covered the antichrist's kingdom.
§ Exegesis: the darkness had a 

supernatural source, a sign of 
judgement, an expression of God’s 
wrath. 



The universal 
expression of 
injustice
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§ Mat 27:46  At about three o’clock 
Jesus shouted with a loud voice, “Eli, 
Eli, lema sabachthani?” that is, “My 
God, my God, why have you forsaken 
me?”
§ A quote from Psalm 22:1
§ It is an expression of utter loneliness 

and desolation, the depth of which it is 
not for man to fathom. 

§ “It is going beyond Scripture to say that 
a sense of God’s wrath extorted that 
cry. For to the last breath He was the 
well-beloved of the Father, and the 
repeated ‘My God! My God!’ is a 
witness even then to His confidence in 
His Father’s Love (Canon Perowne. Psa 
22:1).



• 1Pe 3:18  Because Christ also 
suffered once for sins, the just for 
the unjust, to bring you to God, by 
being put to death in the flesh but 
by being made alive in the spirit.
• JW’s argued that Christ resurrected 

form the dead only in a spiritual 
form.

• Though Christ was put to death in the 
body (sarki, “flesh”), He was made 
alive by the Spirit. 

• “By the Spirit” translates one word, 
pneumati, which could refer to the 
third Person of the Trinity as the 
agent of Christ’s resurrection. Or it 
may refer to Christ’s human spirit in 
contrast with His human body (cf. 
1Pe 4:6).

Christ’s 
announcement of his 
victory over evil to 
the fallen angels who 
await judgment for 
their role in leading 
the Noahic generation 
into sin; 

this proclamation 
occurred sometime 
between Christ’s 
death and ascension
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• The resurrected body was a 
glorified body, both tangible and 
able to come ago through our four 
dimensions like angels do.

• Luk 24:37  They were startled and 
terrified, and thought that they 
were seeing a ghost. 

• Luk 24:38  He said to them, "Why 
are you frightened, and why do 
doubts arise in your hearts?                             

• Luk 24:39  Look at my hands and 
my feet; see that it is I myself. 
Touch me and see; for a ghost 
does not have flesh and bones as 
you see that I have."

Jehovah Witness 
question the 
corporal 
resurrection of 
Christ.

They implied that he 
was a “ghost”, yet 
the scripture clearly 
denies that. 
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• Act 1:1  I wrote the former account, 
Theophilus, about all that Jesus 
began to do and teach

• Act 1:2  until the day he was taken 
up to heaven, after he had given 
orders by the Holy Spirit to the 
apostles he had chosen.

• Act 1:3  To the same apostles also, 
after his suffering, he presented 
himself alive with many convincing 
proofs. He was seen by them over a 
forty-day period and spoke about 
matters concerning the kingdom of 
God.

What’s your 
concept of the 
kingdom of 
God?
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• Heb 7:27  Unlike the other high 
priests, he has no need to offer 
sacrifices day after day, first for 
his own sins, and then for those of 
the people; this he did once for 
all when he offered himself.

• Heb 7:16  one who has become a 
priest, not through a legal 
requirement concerning physical 
descent, but through the power of 
an indestructible life. 

•
Heb 7:17  For it is attested of him, 
"You are a priest forever, 
according to the order of 
Melchizedek.”

Jesus our priest of 
a different order

Not according to 
the law

Heb 10:14  For by 
a single offering 
he has perfected 
for all time those 
who are sanctified.
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• Col 2:15  He disarmed the rulers and 
authorities and made a public 
example of them, triumphing over 
them in it.

• Mat 28:18  And Jesus came and said 
to them, "All authority in heaven and 
on earth has been given to me.

• Eph 1:20  God put this power to work 
in Christ when he raised him from the 
dead and seated him at his right 
hand in the heavenly places,

• Eph 1:21  far above all rule and 
authority and power and dominion, 
and above every name that is named, 
not only in this age but also in the age 
to come

Jesus exalted state 
begins with His 
resurrection 

The Logos regained 
His realty, exalted 
position (Phi. 2:9-
11)

His Kingship has 3 
dimensions: Power, 
Grace & Glory
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• According to Luther, the sacrament 
of Holy Communion Is a tangible 
demonstration of His presence 
among his people.
• Luk 22:16  for I tell you, I will not eat it 

until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of 
God."Luk 22:17  Then he took a cup, and 
after giving thanks he said, "Take this 
and divide it among yourselves; Luk 
22:18  for I tell you that from now on I 
will not drink of the fruit of the vine until 
the kingdom of God comes."Luk 22:19  
Then he took a loaf of bread, and when 
he had given thanks, he broke it and 
gave it to them, saying, "This is my body, 
which is given for you. Do this in 
remembrance of me.”

• Luk 22:20  And he did the same with the 
cup after supper, saying, "This cup that 
is poured out for you is the new 
covenant in my blood.

In a traditional 
Passover meal, wine is 
served four times. 

Most likely, the cup 
mentioned in this 
verse was the third 
cup; 

the words of Luk
22:17-18 were spoken 
about the fourth and 
final cup that Jesus 
did not drink, vowing 
first to complete his 
mission before 
drinking again of 
wine
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HERESIES
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• 90% of heressies come from a 
misunderstanding of Christ’s 
hipostatic nature:
• Man<God (Ebionites)
• God>man (Doscetism)
• Became God at Baptism 

(Adoptionism)
• A manifestation of God (modalism)
• a god (Arrianism-jehovah 

witnesses)
• Just a man (Monofism)
• Just a Prophet (Islam)
• Never existed (Judaism)
• Socio-economical liberator 

(Theology of Liberation)

The church 
took nearly five 
centuries to 
develop a 
careful creed to 
avoid the 
following 
heresies
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Christ’s 
Return

Symbolic 1000 Years

Christ’s 
Return

Millennium

Christ’s return
Tribulation

Classical 
Pretmillennialism

Rapture

Tribulation

Dispensational Premillennialism

Christ’s 
Return

Final 
Judgement

Final 
Judgement

Postmillennialism

Amillennialism

Millennium

Millennium
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Mat 24:14  And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached 
throughout the whole inhabited earth as a testimony to all the 

nations, and then the end will come.



§Leviticus 25:10 (NRSV)
§And you shall hallow the 
fiftieth year and you shall 

proclaim liberty throughout 
the land to all its inhabitants. 
It shall be a jubilee for you: 

you shall return, every one of 
you, to your property and 
every one of you to your 

family.

A connection between the 
Year of Jubilee and the 
Return of Christ
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§ Isa 61:1  The spirit of the Lord 
GOD is upon me, because the 
LORD has anointed me; he has 
sent me to bring good news to the 
oppressed, to bind up the 
brokenhearted, to proclaim 
liberty to the captives, and release 
to the prisoners;

§ Isa 61:2  to proclaim the year of 
the LORD's favor, and the day of 
vengeance of our God; to comfort 
all who mourn;

a suggestive expression, 
shewing that the idea of the 
year of salvation is based 
on the institution of the 
Jubilee; 

Lev 25:10; Jer 34:8; Jer 
34:15; Jer 34:17, Ezk 46:17

These, indeed, are the only 
occurrences of the word for 
“liberty,” which is thus seen 
to denote always a 
universal emancipation by 
public decree.
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• I believe in one God, The Father almighty, Maker of 
heaven and earth, Of all things visible and invisible.

• I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, The Only Begotten 
Son of God, Born of the Father before all ages.

• God from God, Light from Light, True God from true 
God, Begotten, not made, consubstantial with the 
Father;

• Through him all things were made. For us men and for 
our salvation

• He came down from heaven, And by the Holy Spirit was 
incarnate of the Virgin Mary, And became man. For our 
sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate,

• He suffered death and was buried, And rose again on 
the third day, In accordance with the Scriptures.

• He ascended into heaven And is seated at the right 
hand of the Father.

THE NICENE CREED
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• He will come again in glory To judge the living and 
the dead And his kingdom will have no end.

• I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
Who proceeds from the Father [and the Son], Who 
with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified, 
Who has spoken through the prophets.

• I believe in one, holy, universal and apostolic 
Church.

• I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins 
And I look forward to the resurrection of the dead 
And the life of the world to come. Amen.


