Exodus 1-6 Bible Study

Objective: This study guide explores Exodus chapters 1-6 through the interdisciplinary
approach of Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, Mathematics, and Social Studies
(STEAMS). By connecting the biblical narrative with various academic disciplines, participants
will gain a deeper understanding of Moses, his life in Egypt, and the Israelites.

Key Components

Science (S): Environmental and Biological
Factors
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Topic:

Examine the environmental and
biological factors that influenced the
lives of the Israelites in Exodus 1-6,
with a focus on the conditions in Egypt,
the role of the Nile River, and the spread
of disease.

Projects:

Nile River Studies: Explore the
importance of the Nile River in Egyptian
society and its significance in the
context of Exodus 1-2. Conduct a study
on how the Nile influenced agriculture,
trade, and daily life in Egypt, and how
its turning to blood (Exodus 7:20)
would have affected the ecosystem
and population.

Health and Plagues: Discuss the
implications of the biological
conditions mentioned in these
chapters, such as the spread of
diseases and the health of the Israelite
population under harsh labor
conditions. Compare these with
modern understandings of public
health and the biological impact of
oppression and poor living conditions.




Technology (T): Tools of Labor and
Oppression

< Topic:

Explore the tools and technologies
used by the Egyptians to oppress the
Israelites and by the Israelites in their
labor, as described in Exodus 1-6.
Project:

Labor Techniques: Investigate the
process of brickmaking in ancient
Egypt, as mentioned in Exodus 5:6-19.
Create a comparison between the
ancient methods and modern
brickmaking techniques, discussing
how the increased labor demands
affected the Israelites.

Engineering (E): Construction and
Structural Design

Topic:

Analyze the engineering and
construction aspects of the work
assigned to the Israelites, particularly in
building store cities like Pithom and
Rameses, as mentioned in Exodus
1:11.

Project:

Store City Design Project: Create a
blueprint of a store city like Pithom or
Rameses, focusing on the engineering
and construction techniques that would
have been employed. Discuss the
significance of these cities in Egyptian
society and the role of the Israelites in
their construction.




Arts (A): Visual and Literary Expression of
Oppression and Deliverance
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Topic:

Interpret the themes of oppression,
deliverance, and faith in the narratives
of Exodus 1-6.

Projects:

Oppression and Deliverance Art
Project: Create a visual art piece that
represents the oppression of the
Israelites and their hope for
deliverance. Use painting, drawing, or
digital art to capture the emotional and
spiritual significance of these events.
Literary Reflection on Deliverance:
Write a poem, song, or narrative that
explores the theme of deliverance in
the lives of the Israelites, focusing on
Moses' early life and calling. Reflect on
how these themes are relevant today
and resonate with personal
experiences of faith and perseverance.

Mathematics (M): Population Growth and
Workload Analysis

Topic:

Explore the mathematical aspects of
the Israelite population growth and the
workload imposed by the Egyptians.
Projects:

Population Growth Analysis: Examine
the population growth of the Israelites
as described in Exodus 1:7-9. Create a
population growth model based on the
biblical text, discussing the
implications of their rapid growth on
Egyptian society and their subsequent
oppression.

Workload Calculation: Analyze the
workload described in Exodus 5:10-19,
calculating the number of bricks the
Israelites were required to produce and
the impact of reducing their resources.
Create a mathematical model to
illustrate the increased burden on the
Israelites.




Social Studies (SS): Cultural and Ethical % Topic:

Context Examine the cultural, ethical, and social
dynamics in Exodus 1-6, including the
relationship between the Israelites and
Egyptians, and the significance of
Moses' leadership.

% Projects:

Cultural Significance of Names: Study
the meanings and significance of
names given to people and places in
Exodus 1-6, such as Moses (Exodus
2:10) and the cities Pithom and
Rameses (Exodus 1:11). Discuss how
these names reflect cultural values and
identity in ancient Egyptian and Israelite
societies.

Ethical Dilemmas and Leadership:
Explore the ethical dilemmas faced by
Moses, such as his decision to flee
Egypt after killing an Egyptian (Exodus
2:11-15) and his reluctance to accept
God’s call (Exodus 4:1-17). Create a
discussion guide that examines these
ethical choices and their implications
for understanding leadership, justice,
and faith.

Key Takeaways

As we conclude our study of Exodus 1-6, we are reminded of the profound ways in which
God's presence and deliverance are woven into the early life of Moses and the plight of the
Israelites. These chapters vividly illustrate the oppression faced by God's people, the
challenges of leadership, and the beginning of God’s redemptive plan. Whether through the
birth of Moses, the burning bush, or the growing defiance against Pharaoh, these stories
highlight the importance of faith, courage, and God's unwavering commitment to His
promises.

In our own lives, much like Moses, we encounter struggles that challenge our faith and
resilience. Yet, these narratives assure us that God hears our cries, sees our afflictions, and is
actively working behind the scenes to bring about deliverance. As we reflect on the lessons
from Exodus 1-6, may we be inspired to trust in God’s plan, to lean on His strength in times of




hardship, and to answer His call to faith and action, even when we feel inadequate. Just as
God was faithful to His people in Egypt, He remains faithful to us today, guiding us through
every trial to fulfill His divine purpose.




