Genesis 26-35 Bible Study

Objective: This study guide is designed to explore Genesis chapters 26-35 through the
interdisciplinary approach of Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, Mathematics, and Social
Studies (STEAMS). This method encourages a holistic understanding of the scripture,
connecting it with various fields of knowledge and a deep understanding of biblical context.

Key Components

Science (S): Environmental Impact and
Natural Resources
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Topic:

Examine the environmental factors and
natural resources mentioned in Genesis
26-35, focusing on water resources like
wells, the fertility of the land, and the
natural conditions that influenced the
lives of Isaac, Jacob, and Esau.
Projects:

Well Water Studies: Explore the
significance of wells in Genesis 26,
particularly in the disputes between
Isaac and the Philistines in Genesis
26:19-22. Conduct a study on biblical
techniques for locating and maintaining
wells, and discuss the importance of
water as a resource in sustaining
communities in arid regions.
Agricultural Fertility: Discuss the
blessing of the land in the region where
Isaac settled, as described in Genesis
26:12-15. Compare the biblical
agricultural practices with modern
techniques used in similar
environments today, discussing how
natural resources contribute to
prosperity and conflict, specifically
water.




Technology (T): Tools of Survival and
Communication

< Topic:
Explore the tools and technologies
implied in Genesis 26-35, particularly
those used in agriculture, animal
husbandry, and the creation of altars
and monuments.

% Projects:
Agricultural Tools and Techniques:
Investigate the specific tools used by
Isaac and Jacob in tending flocks and
cultivating land, such as the use of
staffs, tents, and simple hand tools.
Create a comparison between these
ancient tools and modern agricultural
equipment, highlighting how these
tools ensured survival and prosperity in
the Near East.
Altar and Memorial Construction:

Examine the tools and methods used to

construct altars and memorials, such
as those in Genesis 28:18-22 and 35:7.
Create a diagram showing how these
structures were built, and discuss their
significance in religious and cultural
communication.

Engineering (E): Building and Settlement
Structures

< Topic:
Analyze the engineering and
construction aspects of the
settlements, wells, and altars
mentioned in Genesis 26-35, with a
focus on their practicality and symbolic
meaning.

% Project:
Settlement Design Project: Create a
model of a typical settlement where
Isaac or Jacob might have lived,
focusing on the layout and engineering
required to support a large family and
their livestock. Discuss how the
construction of these settlements was




influenced by environmental factors
and the needs of a nomadic lifestyle.

Arts (A): Visual and Literary Expression of
Covenant and Struggle

Topic:

Interpret the themes of covenant,
struggle, and reconciliation in the
stories of Genesis 26-35.

Projects:

Covenant and Struggle Art Project:
Create a visual art piece that
represents key moments of covenant
and struggle in these chapters, such as
Isaac's conflicts over wells (Genesis
26) and Jacob’s wrestling with God
(Genesis 32:22-32). Use painting,
drawing, or digital art to capture the
emotional and spiritual significance of
these events.

Literary Reflection on Reconciliation:
Write a poem, song, or narrative that
explores the themes of conflict and
reconciliation in the lives of Jacob and
Esau (Genesis 33). Reflect on how
these themes are relevant today and
how they resonate with personal
experiences of forgiveness and healing.

Mathematics (M): Tracking Genealogy
Growth

Topic:

Explore the mathematical aspects of
population growth as described in
Genesis 26-35.

Project:

Population Growth and Family
Genealogy: Map out the genealogies of
Isaac’s and Jacob'’s families, focusing
on the number of descendants
mentioned in these chapters. Create a
family tree that illustrates the growth of
the Israelite nation, discussing the
mathematical implications of God’s
promise to multiply their descendants.




Social Studies (SS): Cultural and Ethical
Context

R
L4

Topic:

Examine the cultural, ethical, and social
dynamics in Genesis 26-35, including
family dynamics, social customs, and
the significance of names and places.
Projects:

Cultural Significance of Names: Study
the meanings and significance of the
names given to people and places in
Genesis 26-35, such as Bethel (Genesis
28:19) and Israel (Genesis 32:28).
Discuss how these names reflect
cultural values and identity in ancient
Near Eastern societies.

Ethical Dilemmas and Family
Dynamics: Explore the ethical
dilemmas and family conflicts in these
chapters, such as Jacob's deception of
Isaac (Genesis 27) and the
reconciliation between Jacob and Esau
(Genesis 33). Create a discussion guide
that examines the ethical choices
made by these characters and their
implications for understanding justice,
forgiveness, and family loyalty.




Key Takeaways

As we conclude our study of Genesis 26-35, we are reminded of the profound ways in which
God's presence and promises are interwoven into the lives of the patriarchs. These chapters
vividly illustrate the struggles and triumphs of Isaac, Jacob, and Esau, revealing that even in
times of conflict, uncertainty, and transition, God's covenant remains steadfast. Whether
through the digging of wells, the building of altars, or the wrestling with divine beings, these
stories underscore the importance of perseverance, faith, and the continual return to God's
promises

In our own lives, much like Isaac and Jacob, we encounter challenges that test our resolve
and faith. Yet, these narratives assure us that God is with us in every step of our journey,
guiding us through the complexities of relationships, the trials of life, and the pursuit of
reconciliation. As we reflect on the lessons from these chapters, may we be inspired to seek
God's guidance in our decisions, to trust in His timing, and to uphold the values of justice,
forgiveness, and faithfulness. Just as God remained faithful to the patriarchs, He remains
faithful to us today, working through every situation to bring about His divine purpose.




