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What 1s a Precancel Stamp?

A precancel stamp 1s one that was
cancelled before being attached to a piece
of mail matter to save the post office time

and labor.

Companies mailing ads attach
precanceled stamps to their mail and
receive a discount i postage.



Brief History of Precancels

1844 — 1880 Pioneer period
1880 — 1903 Transitional period
1903 — 1922 Classic period
1922 — 2007 Bureau period

1978 Bureau precancels became lines only, usable
at any post office.

m 2007 USPS discontinued use of local
precancels and ordered destruction of all
devices.




Stamps of the Pioneer

Period:
Mid 1800s
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Stamps of the Transitional

Period:
Late 1800s

Trends in overprint designs started with bars and
geometric figures.




Stamps of the Classic
Period:
Early 1900s

Overprints were required to have city and state names.
Contracted devices for overprints were provided by the
government.




Contracted Precancel Devices
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Rubber

Hand Stamps

Stereotype
Hand Stamps

Vinyl Hand Stamps
sl

Mimeograph i



The First Precancel Stamps Printed
by the BEP

* The Post Office department contracted the Bureau of
Engraving and Printing to print experimental
precancel stamps for use in three states (1916):

Augusta, Maine,
New Orleans, Louisiana,
Springfield, Massachusetts.

* The stamps to be overprinted were the 1-cent
Washington stamps of the day.



Font Examples of Bureau Precancels
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1923-1938 i

1954-1975



First Regular Bureau

Precancels
Page 1
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First Regular Bureau

Precancels
Page 2
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1938 Bureau Presidential Issue
Page 2, Narrow Bars
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1954 Liberty Issue Bureau Precancels
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Precancel Stamp Society

m Publishes precancel stamp catalogs

¢ Town and Type with hundreds of thousands

¢ Bureau precancels with 9500 entries

m Website precancels.com

Provid

Provid

es lessons on precancels

es free, downloadable albums

Provid

es spread sheet for dated precancels with

11,921 entries
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Typical Town and Type Catalog Page:
Fonts
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For free album pages

like this one and
others, go to
precancels.com
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precancel albums,
files, and software
for download.”
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Precancel Stamp Varieties
A Synoptic Collection

Pen Precancel

Star precancel

Glen Allen, NY

Normal and
Inverted Pairs

Vertical Down
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Fancy Local
Precancels
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Perfin Precancel

Precancels with birth certificates
Early dated precancels

Pairs of
“Wides and Narrows”

Dated Precancels
Company Initials and Year .
Started in 1938 e cenrs1i] 15 cents it ‘LO_Cms 20:
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Precancel and date
applied simultaneously
(Integral Precancels)

Box
Cancel




Letter Size Variations
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Types of stamps on which
precancels are found

Coil Precancels

Mailometer Coils
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Revenue Box

Precancel




Postage Due

INDIANAPOLIS,

(Sec. 34.66, P. L. & R)

Precancel
Stationary




Small Sample of
Dated Precancels

LPC Lion Petroleum Corp.
Lemont, IL

MW Montgomery Ward

Various

OCC O’Ceder Corp
Chicago, IL

SRC Sears Roebuck Co.
Various

VMG Victor Mfg & Gasket Co
Chicago, IL

Album for 635 different
Spread sheet with 11921 entries




inverted
Precancels

il
vidoad

2 sarava £
AT 1A

Sstiy
KOLS0g




Example of
Mixed Use



Set of Chicago
2 Dated precancels

_w.rso s

SHILASO

CHICASO
I

) I e ) SRENOV 83
HERGD ; - CHICAGO
- 3 I
“uocors| S ] el
e
|

- ’ﬂ s RC- ALK
\‘ | S ‘
; o Voo i
L

SRU-AN 52

GARO

15
(]

it
TN

e

ﬂ

=

CHICAGR
i

——
CHICAGD
nt




I

i

sl
il

Precancels from the
town where you grew up




Album Page From a California
Precancel Album

CALIFORNIA

Atwater




First-Day
Covers

First Day Covers

First Day Cover

o

West Cummington
Massachusetts

ISSUES
ITS FIRST PRECANCEL
JANUARY 15,7937
First Day Limited to 2000 Covers
o
Compliments of

Thomas F. Whitbread

West Cummington, Mass.

Ghef ighting Marines
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Post Office Mepartment
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COLLECT THREE CENTS
ON DELIVERY
A letter without the sender’s
ese

card addre 6 envelope is
charged with tvnis fee for return

PENALTY FOR PRIV.
PAYMENT OF

Precancel Postage Due
On Cover

SEC. 862, P. L. & R.

Precancel Use On
Cachet Cover




Cancelled Precancelled Cover

TH. I. THOMSEN

1311 CALIFORNIA STATE LIFE BUILDING
SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA

M. C. Q. Ricks

709 /:my
A Ut



In Conclusion

Precancel stamp collecting 1s an
inexpensive endeavor with lots of
room for innovation.
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