
A Cinderella Primer
A Presentation to the Poway Stamp Club

By Bob Schappelle

June 11, 2025



• Define Cinderellas
• Illustrate the various forms of Cinderella Collections
• Arouse interest in collecting Cinderellas
• Familiarize members who are relatively new to 

collecting

Objectives



Popular Dated Seals With Their Date Ranges

• U.S. Christmas Seals (1907 – present)
• U.S. Easter Seals (1934 – present)
• Boys Town (1936 – present)
• Cal Farley Boys Ranch (1954 – present)
• National Wildlife Federation (1938 – 2003?)
• Numerous other Cinderella-issuing charities are not currently issuing seals.

The 1900s were the golden age of Cinderellas.



Earliest U.S. Christmas Seals 
(1907–1911)

Emily Bissell, who originated U.S. 
Christmas seals, is commemorated on 
Scott #1823.



The Current 2024 
U.S. Christmas Seals



1. Progressive color proofs
2. Printer’s marks

Printer mark D is for Edwards 
and Deutsch Lithography Co.
on seal #56.

Two Ways to Collect Christmas Seals



Only 86 copies of 1907 are known.
The tied* seals are listed in the
current Scott catalog.

*Tied to cover means that the 
cancellation in on the seal and on 
the cover.

Christmas Seals From 1907–1910 Tied to Covers



Philatelic Dilemmas

• Values of covers with tied versus untied seals differ 
significantly.

• Contemporaneously used postal cards are of higher 
value than those with added postage.

• Certain used older stamps have much higher catalog 
values than their mint versions. Validation is difficult if 
the stamp is not cancelled on the cover. 



The First 12 Easter Seals (1934–1945)



Easter Seals for 2024



The First 13 Boys Town Seals (1936-1960)    
and 

a Boys Town Christmas Card 



Boys Town Seals for 2024



Boys Town seals are advertised, many for 
$0.10.  Other Catholic fund-raising seals are 
shown.  Catalog numbers are from the 
Mosbaugh’s U.S. all Funds Seal Catalog.

John Denune
234 E. Broadway
Granville, OH 43023
www.christmasseals.net
jdenune@roadrunner.com
740-814-6031

Ad From John Denune, the Main 
Dealer for Cinderella Material  

mailto:jdenune@roadrunner.com


Mosbaugh Catalog
Table of Contents 



This is the title page of Section 1 of the Mosbaugh catalog showing
the catalog’s original date (1962) and the revised date (1979).  
Revisions are thanks to the Christmas Seal and Charity Stamp 
Society (seal-society.org).

Mosbaugh Catalog Title Page



Two Noteworthy, Dated Seals



The Primary Reference (Part 1) is 
for U.S. Christmas Seals.

Part 2 is a catalog for Christmas 
seals of the world.

Specialized 
Christmas Seal Catalogs



Now some concluding examples of 
noteworthy categories of Cinderellas

Cinderella Categories



First 9 years of seals from Denmark: 1904–1912
Success in raising funds to fight TB led many countries to follow suit. 

World’s First Christmas Seals



These stamps are not listed in 
Scotts.  They have their own 
catalog: Deposit, Rebate, 
Savings &Trading Stamps by 
Arthur J. Mongan, 1999.  
More than 10,000 trading 
stamps  are known.

Trading Stamps



Postal Etiquettes



These stamps are Scott-listed 
medicine stamps.  Private Die 
Proprietary Stamps also include 
Private Die Match stamps.  Under the 
Revenue Act of 1862, companies were 
permitted to print their own revenue 
stamps to attach to their products.  
Many engraved, finely designed 
stamps were produced.

Match and Medicine 
Stamps



Poster Stamps

Examples of poster 
stamps issued for 
California events 



These are state revenue 
stamps from Arizona.  The 
State Revenue Stamps Catalog 
(SRS) by Scott Troutman lists 
most of the known revenue 
stamps for all states.

State Revenue Stamps



General 
Cinderella 

Seals



Conclusions

• Cinderellas are used to commemorate events (e.g., wars, 
battles, elections), promote causes (e.g., save pets, fight 
Communism, religions, diseases, ethnicity), or represent 
groups (e.g., Pen Friend Club, advertisers). 

• In some cases, opposing sides issue competing Cinderellas 
(prohibition, Swat the Drys!).

• Most countries issue their own Cinderellas.




	Slide 1:  A Cinderella Primer
	Slide 2
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21
	Slide 22
	Slide 23
	Slide 24
	Slide 25
	Slide 26
	Slide 27
	Slide 28

