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What we discussed last 

presentation

 What are the benefits of graded stamps

 What makes a certificate different than a graded certificate 

 Some price point comparisons 

 Example



Resources
 The Philatelic Foundation Grading Guide

https://www.philatelicfoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/12/PF-

grading-booklet.pdf



Resources 

 PSE stamp grading guide 

http://psestamp.com/intro.chtml

http://psestamp.com/intro.chtml


Resources

 PSAG Grading Guide

https://www.stampauthentication.com/photo-grading-guide

https://www.stampauthentication.com/photo-grading-guide


Resources

 Scotts Specialized Catalog 

https://www.amosadvantage.com/product/Scott-Stamp-Values-US-

Specialized-by-Grade-2024

https://www.amosadvantage.com/product/Scott-Stamp-Values-US-Specialized-by-Grade-2024
https://www.amosadvantage.com/product/Scott-Stamp-Values-US-Specialized-by-Grade-2024














CENTERING

 Centering is by far the most important among all the factors 

determining the grade of a sound stamp. On perforated stamps, 

centering is determined by observing or measuring the distance 

from the edge of the design to the nearest perforation hole on all 
four sides. 

 On imperforate stamps, centering is determined by observing or 

measuring the distance from the edge of the design to the nearest 

edge of the stamp on all four sides. 





COLOR

 The mixing of pigments to produce a particular color has never 

been an exact science. This was especially true in the classic stamp 

era. A review of the Scott Specialized Catalogue of United States 

Stamps and Covers for this period shows a variety of shades listed for 
many Scott numbers.



Both of these stamps are designated 

as Vermilion in the Scott Catalogue, 

yet their colors are remarkably 

different.



PERFORATIONS 

 Due to the delicate, fibrous nature of paper, when perforated 

stamps are separated, the perforations on any stamp may not all 

have the same height. When one or more perforations are 

significantly shorter than the others (a “nibbed” perforation), the 
grade of the stamp will be reduced. A stamp with a short 

perforation severe enough WILL cause a diminishment in grade.













What if you want to use PSE SMQ?

 https://gradingmatters.com/smq-and-pop.html

https://gradingmatters.com/smq-and-pop.html






QUESTIONS?
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