
1938 Presidential 
Issue

²Ƙŀǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ΨtǊŜȄƛŜǎΩΚ

Thirty $2 Prexies franked the front of this 1944 bank packet which carried negotiable securities . In
addition, 45 c in other Prexies (5c + 20 c x 2 were added on the reverse for a total of $60 .45 in
postage It is estimated that 66 c paid for twenty - two ounce .



Your 1st Prexie Set
²Ƙƻ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŜƭŀǘŜŘ 
when, as a kid, you 
completed your first 
Prexie set ?

Never mind that you 
ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ƪƴƻǿ 
that the $2 and $5 
existed. If there 
ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŀ ǎǇŀŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
ŀƭōǳƳΣ ǎǘŀƳǇ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ 
exist!



Prexie Overview
5th series of New Definitive Postage 
issued in 1938.

Features all 29 U.S. presidentswho were 
in office between 1789 and 1928, from 
Washington to Coolidge, plus three (3) 
bonus stamps.

Replaces 1922 Definitives, that featured 
only Republicans.

FDR felt US postage needed to 
άΧǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ŀ ōǊƻŀŘŜǊΣ ƳƻǊŜ ǳƴƛǘŜŘ 
view of America by showing all the 
presidents, regardless of their political 
ŀŦŦƛƭƛŀǘƛƻƴΦέ



Prexie Numeration
The 32 values were the largest Definitive Seriesyet to be 
issued by US Post Office.

Includes a stamp for every president, with the value of 
the stamp corresponding to the presidency number from 
Washington through Cleveland, the 22nd president, plus 
higher values for later presidents through Coolidge.

/ƭŜǾŜƭŀƴŘΩǎ ǘǿƻ ƴƻƴ-consecutive terms disrupt the series

No 23 cent issued (no associated postal rate)

Harrison (23rd President) is on 24 cent issue

McKinley restores alignment on the 25 cent issue

Higher values depart from presidents numeric sequence 
and had corresponding Postal rates.



Prexie Trivia
Of the 29 Presidents in the series, 12 had 
never before appeared on US Postage*

Four denominations (18, 19, 21 and 22 cents) 
had never appeared on US Postage, 

They had no corresponding postal rate and 
were used only for numeric sequencing. 

Three (3) additional stamps in fractional 
denominations honor Ben Franklin, Martha 
Washington, and the White House.

First definitive series since 1870 w/o 
Washington on the normal letter rate .03 
stamp 

* John Adams, John Q Adams, Van Buren, Harrison, Tyler, Polk, Fillmore, Pierce, Buchanan, Johnson, Arthur and 
Coolidge.



Fractional Denominations
Three (3) additional stamps in 
fractional denominations honor Ben 
Franklin, Martha Washington, and the 
White House.

There were no postal rates less than 
one cent total during the Prexie 
period. 

Franklin began series, informally 
ƘƻƴƻǊƛƴƎ ƘƛƳ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ΨƘŀƭŦǘƘΩ ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΦ

Multiple rates in effect for the 4 1/2 
cent stamp - 3rd class, international 
and add-on insurance.


