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WHY DO I 
COLLECT 
STAMPS?

• I collected stamps as an early child, 
between high school, and the military 
lost interest and time really to collect.

• In 2008 I deployed in support of 
Operation Iraqi Freedom, upon my time 
in combat I developed PTSD, in late 
2018 my therapist suggest I focus on 
stamps as a way to help me heal and 
treat my PTSD.

• The theory was the more engrossed my 
mind was at looking at the details and 
intricacies of stamps the less I would be 
able to focus on combat and 
operational related stress. 



WHAT ARE 
CLASSIC UNITED 
STATES STAMPS?

Rawdon, Wright, Hatch & Edson 
(1847-1851)



Toppan, Carpenter, Casilear & Co. (1851-
1861)



National Bank Note Company (1861-1872)



Continental Bank Note Company (1873-
1878)



American Bank Note Company (1879-1893)



WHAT DO I 
LOOK FOR ?

Does it fill a spot?

Does the condition of the stamp meet my
criteria?

Does it come with a certificate or grade already?

Does the cost make sense?

Can I use a filler?



Does it fill a 
spot?

• Can I use it in my 

album?

• Is it a replacement 

for as filler?



Does the 
condition of 
the stamp 
meet my
criteria?

• What is the 

condition I am 

looking for?

 F/XF or VG or Is it a 

numerical grade i.e. 

80-98J

• Is it sound?

 Does it have faluts, 

thins?



Does the 
condition of 
the stamp 
meet my
criteria?



Does the 
condition of 
the stamp 
meet my
criteria?

If I'm going off of 
grading does it meet 
my expectations?



Does the 
condition of 
the stamp 
meet my
criteria?

Do I care about 
gum?

Regummed?

No gum?



Does the 
cost make 
sense?

Do I have a Financial threshold?

 Is it less than 20-30% Cat 
value?

 If the Quality is better do I 
spend Cat CV or SMQ?

 Can I afford it?



Can I use 
a filler?

Is it a rare stamp or 
color that I can use 
as a reference?



In conclusion, there 
are 1001 different 
reasons someone 
collects or chooses 
to put a stamp in 
their album. Only 
you decide what to 
do.



QUESTIONS?

• Acknowledgements:

1. https://www.1847us.com

2. https://mysticstamps.com

3. United states Grills 1867-1863 https://www.facebook.com/groups/1085343698927397/

https://www.1847us.com/
https://mysticstamps.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1085343698927397/
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