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Cancellation Device = Obliterator = Killer

Holdovers from the stampless period
 Pen
 Handstamps  
  Circular Date Handstamps (CDS)
  Rate & Way Handstamps



Early Cancels -  Manuscript
The 1st postal regulation regarding the cancellation of postage 
stamps called for a pen stroke in black ink. 

#10 w/ Pen Cancel #68 w/ Two stroke pen cancel



Cancel  - Manuscript

#65 w/ Signature 
pen cancel

#11A w/ Initials   
pen cancel

#147  w/ Multi Stroke 
pen cancel



Handstamps

 Target 
Obliterator



Handstamps

Grid 
Obliterotor



The Postal Service provided handstamps for their 
high-volume  post offices.  A study of the fiscal 
year ending in 1853 showed that 15% of the post 
offices in the state of New Jersey qualified for free 
handstamps.  They were responsible for 74% of 
the mail processed in the state.  

**  Low volume POs had to purchase their own 
handstamps or cancel with pen strokes.



Cancel  -  Rate, Paid & Way 

#65 w/ 5 Cent               
Rate Cancel

11A w/ Paid Cancel 
Boston, Mass.

11A w/ Steamboat 
Way Cancel



Cancel - Circular Date Stamp

#11A w/ CDS cancel 
?

#24 w/ CDS cancel 
Charleston, S. C.

#11 A w/ CDS cancel 
Lyons, NY



1860 postal regulations prohibit the use of 
Circular Date Stamps as cancellation.

 Hard to read 
 Light cancel  =  Possible reuse 

Lots of Targets & Grids  



Cancel  -  Targets

#65 w/ Brown         
4 Ring Target

#158 w/ Blue                 
4 Ring Target

#114 w/ Red      
4 Ring Target



Cancel  -  Targets 

#184  w/ Blue 
3 Ring Target

#207  w/ Large 
5 Ring Target

#209 w/ Small   
6 Ring Target



Cancel  - Target

Segmented 4 Ring Targets

#65 #65



Cancel -  Grids 

#65  w/ 7 Bar Grid #65  w/ 10 bar Grid #114  w/ 4 Bar Grid 



Definition:  Fancy Cancel

- A marking or design derived from an  
image in the mind of its originator.
                    Clyde Jennings

- I collect what strikes my fancy.
                                     Dr. Hubert Skinner



Fancy Cancel  -  Letters & Numbers 

#183  w/ 
 ĲŊċƣŔƻĲШљ9њШŔŰШ9ŔƖĦũĲ

#183  w/ 
 ĲŊċƣŔƻĲШљΠњШŔŰШ§ĦƣċŊŸŰ

#183  w/
љΝΟњШŔŰШÅŔŰŊƚ



Fancy Cancel  -  Ellipse 

мΞΝΜШШƽоШљs?éњШŔŰШEũũŔƓƚĲ
Blairstown, NJ.

мΝΥΟШШƽоШљÂ§њШŔŰШEũũŔƓƚĲ
New York, NY



Some cancels, like the government-
furnished 4-ring target killers used in the 
mid-19th century, probably would be 
considered a fancy cancel if there weren't 
so many of them.   So, the term "fancy 
cancel" implies not only something 
pleasing to the eye but something very 
unusual if not unique.   
                                                          Jennings



Fancy Cancel  -  Carved Cork / Wood 

Full Cork           1/2 Cork                       1/4 Cork   
#145 #65 #65



Fancy Cancel  - Carved Cork / Wood

1/8 Cork                                     Segmented Cork

#65 #65 #147 #147



Where To Find Them

Stamp # 1 through #122 

10 & 11            25 & 26                                                       63      65..  71...    78              88 94                               114 
   ќΡΝ-ΡΤШШШШШШШШШШШШШШћΡΤШ- 61                                   ћΣΝШт 62                                                      ћΣΦШШ

Ref:     Skinner / Eno 
             Herst / Sampson
             Whitfield



134
145
156
182
205 136

147
158
184
207

137
148
159
186
208

{--------------------------------------                  New York City Foreign Mail ыћΤΜШт ќΦΠьШШШШШШШШШШШШШ---------------------------------------------------         
-------------------------------------------               ìċƣĲƖĤƨƖǃќƚШШыќΣΡШт ћΦΜьШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШ------------------------------- --------------------------------- }

138
149
160

139
150
161
187
209

178
183

219D
220

136  147 158                            178  183   184                       207  209  213    220               231 - 245  
                 ћΤΜШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШћΤΟШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШћΤΡШШШШШШШШШћΤΦШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШћΥΝ        ћΥΤШШШШШШШШШШћΦΜШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШћΦΟШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШ

ÉƣċůƓШмќƚШΝΟΠШт 245
    Ref:  J. Cole
          Whitfield{---------------              -------      Large Banknotes   ------------------- }

231



Rating / Value
љΝΦth 9ĲŰƣƨƖǃШÖŰŔƣĲĬШÉƣċƣĲƚШ[ċŰĦǃШ9ċŰĦĲũũċƣŔŸŰƚњШĤǃШcĲƖƚƣШоШÉċůƓƚŸŰШ
љ ЯШШШШШ7ЯШШШШ9,                D,     E,      F,                      G,     H,     I,                    J 
1 5     10                   20    30     40                    50     75   100              100+          *ыΝΦΣΟШШҘќƚь* 
  

љ9ċŰĦĲũũċƣŔŸŰƚШċŰĬШuŔũũĲƖƚШŸŉШƣőĲШ7ċŰťŰŸƣĲШEƖċњШĤǃШsċůĲƚШ9ŸũĲШ
љ-1,    1,    1+,             -2,     2,     2+, -3,     3,    3+                -4
 

     
Corks     Numbers     Star        Jack O Lantern   Shield
Targets    Letters       Radials     Anchors       Patriotic
Grids       Ellipse      Crosses       Masonic      NYFM   
Crossroads         Geometric designs          Flora 

Animals                    WaterĤƨƖǃќƚ
Faces      Eagles           
Dogs              Figures
           Insects

Common                             Scarce                                Rare                     Elite

E-Bay,  Hip-Stamp,  Auctions,  Facebook Fancy Cancel page.



Valuation:

Cancel

- Rarity of Cancel
- Eye Appeal 
- ÄƨċũŔƣǃШŸŉШљÉƣƖŔťĲњ

- Percent (%) of cancel  shown
- 9ũċƖŔƣǃШŸŉШљƚƣƖŔťĲњ
- Position SOTN / SON

Stamp 
       
       - Rarity
       - Soundness
 - Centering
 - Condition
       - Varieties

+ = Total Value 



Fancy Cancel  -  Stars

#147                 #210                        #239
    Solid Star                           Shaded Star                                        Hollow Star



Fancy Cancel  -  Stars

#65  w/
 Negative Star in Circle

#207  w/ 
Blue Star in Circle

#178  w/ 
Solid Star in Circle



Fancy Cancel  -  Segmented Stars  

#210  w/ Purple
Star in Star

#35  w/ Segmented 
Star with Hole

#184  w/
Segmented Star



Fancy Cancel  -  Maltese Crosses

#210 #157 #212


