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ACT ONE

(The stage is com pletely dark. As a match is struck a
spot light il lu mi nates a MAN who lights a ci gar, takes a
cou ple of puffs, then speaks.)

MITCHELL. My name is Mitch ell. Ed ward P. Mitch ell.
I’m a news pa per man and this is a news pa per story. You
could have read about it on the front page of the New
York Sun back in 1897. That’s be fore peo ple went out to 
the mov ies, long be fore peo ple stayed home and
watched tele vi sion—when peo ple read books and told
sto ries to their chil dren. When peo ple had to see things
in their mind’s eye and use their imag i na tion. (He takes
a deep sat is fy ing puff.) I’m go ing to ask you to use your
imag i na tion while you’re here and while I tell you that
story. As the lights il lu mi nate dif fer ent parts of the stage 
and then dim, I’m go ing to ask you to imag ine that you
are in an other time and in other places: The city room of 
a news pa per, my of fice—I’m the man ag ing ed i tor—a
small shabby flat in New York City, and—well, you’ll
see as we go along.

(The fol low ing is to be added to MITCH ELL’s speech if
pro duc tion is so de signed and di rected.)
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