Issue 9

Monday 5th February 2018

Contents
1 easyJet now serves over 150
airports but has dropped at least
one airport every year for the last
decade.
2 Europe to South America market
grows just 15% in last six years.
3 Focus on: Denmark, Romania and
UK.
4 Seasonality profiles of 18 European
countries revealed.
5 Focus on: Belgium, Spain and
Switzerland.
6 Tbilisi Airport traffic up 40% in 2017;
traffic peaks very early in morning.
7 Rotation plan for Wizz Air’s three
aircraft Vienna base analysed.
8 Porto welcomes 80% more
passengers in just five years.
9 Meridiana prepares for fleet
renewal with focus on Milan MXP.
10 Latest European route launches and
announcements.
11 Latest European airport traffic
statistics for December and January.

www.anker-report.com

Berlin TXL base helps easyJet to pass
150 airport milestone in 2018
This year easyJet will, for the first time, serve at least 150
airports in a calendar year according to analysis of FlightGlobal
schedules data by The ANKER Report. Having grown its network
from just 53 airports in 2004 to 113 in 2008 (adding on average
15 new destinations per year across a four-year period), it has
taken the airline a further decade to grow its pan-European
network by another 43 airports.
In fact, between 2010 and 2016 there was relatively little
network growth as measured by total airports served with
easyJet increasing its offering from 129 to around 140 airports.
However, in the last two years there has been something of a
surge with the number of airports served growing once more
from 138 in 2016 to 156 in 2018.

to Thessaloniki at the end of March at the start of the S18
season.
Destinations no longer served in 2017 were Cologne Bonn,
Düsseldorf, Moscow DME and Strasbourg, all of which were
only served from London LGW when they were suspended.
However, Düsseldorf was among the first routes announced by
easyJet from its new Berlin TXL base, while Cologne Bonn will
also welcome back easyJet flights this summer, with multiple
daily flights from Berlin TXL starting on 1 June.
14 new airports added (so far) in 2018
With the opening of its Berlin TXL base (itself a new airport)
easyJet is also resuming flights to Cologne Bonn, Düsseldorf,

Welcome

easyJet’s new base at Berlin TXL and
its new routes from there have
resulted in several new airports being
added to the airline’s network. We
take a closer look at how the airline’s
network of airports has evolved over
the last decade.

However, this relatively modest growth in recent years
disguises the fact that in every year for the last decade, easyJet
has dropped at least one airport from its network. In 2014 and
2015 the airline’s total airport network saw a net gain of just
one, but these were quite different years. In 2014 easyJet
Elsewhere we analyse airports in added two new airports (Figari and Strasbourg) and dropped
Georgia and Portugal, airlines in just one (Luxor), while the following year the net gain of one
Austria and Italy, as well as the was achieved by adding seven new airports and dropping six
(see table on page 12).

seasonality of demand in 18 countries
2010 was busiest year for new airports
and the market to South America.
Plus all the usual new route news and
analysis, updated airport traffic stats
and six country snapshots.

Since 2008, the airline’s busiest year for celebrating new
airports was 2010. In that year easyJet started serving 15
airports that it had not served the previous year, but also
stopped serving three for a net gain of 12. The quietest year for
both starting and dropping airports was 2014.

Ralph Anker 10 new airports added in 2017
ralph@anker-report.com Last year saw easyJet add 10 new airports to its network,

though two of these (Ivalo and Kittila in Finland) had been
served previously. The remaining eight were Calvi (from
Geneva), Granada (from London LGW, Manchester and Milan
MXP), Kavala (from Berlin SXF, London LGW and Manchester),
Klagenfurt (from London LGW), Lublin (from Milan MXP),
Southampton (from Geneva), Varna (from Berlin SXF and
London LGW) and Zadar (from London LTN and Milan MXP).
The Kavala routes operate for just a few months in W17/18 as
an alternative to Thessaloniki, where the airport’s runway is
undergoing major renovation. easyJet is set to resume service
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Gothenburg and Helsinki, while making its debut in Frankfurt.
In addition, there are eight other new airports for 2018; Ancona
(from Berlin TXL and London LGW), Genoa (from Berlin TXL,
Bristol, London LTN and Manchester), Graz (from Berlin TXL),
Oslo (from Berlin TXL), Rennes (from Lyon), Reus (from London
LTN), Volos (from London LGW) and Jerez (from Berlin TXL).
That makes 14 new airports for 2018; four in Germany, three in
the Nordic countries, two each in Italy and Spain, and one each
in Austria, France and Greece. Of these, 10 have never before
been served by easyJet. Helsinki returns to easyJet’s network
after a gap of almost seven years, having last been served by
the carrier from London LGW, Manchester and Paris CDG in the
summer of 2011.
First ever route to Oslo
The daily service to Oslo from Berlin TXL, which launches on 3
August, will be easyJet’s first ever to the Norwegian capital and
signals the return of Norway to the network. The LCC’s only
previous experience of the Norwegian market was between
May 2013 and June 2014 when it operated from London LGW
to Bergen, competing with Norwegian, which had been serving
the market since September 2008.
easyJet leaves Leeds Bradford and Ponta Delgada
Two airports not currently expecting any easyJet flights in 2018,
which did welcome flights in 2017, are Leeds Bradford (served
from Geneva until April 2017) and Ponta Delgada (served from

continues on page 12
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Europe to South America market up just 15% in last six years
Seat capacity between Europe and South America
increased by an estimated 4% in 2017. While this hardly
represents spectacular growth, in the previous five years
capacity had risen by between 1.6% and 2.3%. This
means that between 2011 and 2017 capacity was up just
15%. However, before the global recession in
2008/2009, available seats had increased by 40% in just
four years between 2004 and 2008.
Last year’s 4% growth took the total number of annual
seats on non-stop flights between Europe and South
America to over eight million for the first time. This is
not much more than seats from Europe to Canada in
2017 (7.9 million) and a long way short of the 42.3
million one-way seats between Europe and the USA.
TAP Portugal and Iberia lead way for capacity
The two leading carriers for non-stop capacity from
Europe to South America are TAP Portugal (mainly from
Lisbon) and Iberia (mainly from Madrid). Air France and
Air Europa round out an all-European top four of airlines
with Avianca the leading South American carrier in fifth
place. However, if we combine the seat capacities of
LATAM Airlines Brasil (IATA code JJ) with those of LATAM
Airlines Group (IATA code LA), then LATAM just
overtakes TAP Portugal as the leading airline between
the two regions.
While capacity grew last year by 4.0%, the number of
flights increased by 4.7%, indicating a reduction in the
average aircraft size from 296 seats per flight to 294
seats per flight. Of the top 15 airlines in the market, 11
increased the number of flights offered compared with
2016. The four airlines to cut flights were Iberia (-3%),
Air France (-8%), SWISS (-9%) and Lufthansa (-18%). The
German flag-carrier had dropped flights from Frankfurt
to Caracas in June 2016 and also terminated its Munich
to Sao Paulo route at the end of S16. Air France’s
reduction in flights was mainly due to it ending service to
Brasilia from Paris CDG in September 2016, having only
launched the route at the end of March 2014.
Last year a total of 25 airlines provided non-stop flights
between the two regions, with TUI fly Netherlands the
only newcomer as it launched service in April between
Amsterdam and Paramaribo. Brazil’s Azul was the fastest
-growing among the top 12 airlines, though that is
because it only started its solitary route to Europe (from
Sao Paulo Viracopos to Lisbon) on 22 June 2016, so last
year represented its first full year of serving the market.
Madrid is Europe’s major gateway to South America
The Spanish capital is by far the biggest source of flights
to South America, with over 9,500 in 2017. That is an
average of around 26 flights per day. That compares with
an average of 10 flights per day from its nearest rival,
Lisbon. Of the top 12 airports in Europe, nine showed an
increase in 2017 compared with 2016 with Frankfurt (7%), Paris CDG (-8%) and Zurich (-9%) the only airports
to show a reduction in flights.
Double-digit growth in flights was achieved at Lisbon
(+10%), London LHR (+11%), Barcelona (+22%) and most
impressively at Milan MXP (+73%). Alitalia’s decision to
launch non-stop service on 27 March from the Italian
airport to Buenos Aires explains most of the airport’s
growth last year. Barcelona’s growth can partly be
attributed to the launch of 3-weekly service by LEVEL
from the Spanish airport to Buenos Aires on 17 June.
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Sao Paulo leads way as Buenos Aires closes gap
In South America, Sao Paulo GRU leads the way for
flights from Europe with almost 7,000 per annum, or an
average of just under 20 per day. However, it witnessed
a small decrease in European flights last year while its
two closest rivals, Buenos Aires and Bogota, both saw
double-digit growth. The biggest decreases in flights
were to Caracas (down 22%) and Rio de Janeiro (down
19%). The Venezuelan market has been a challenge for
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all airlines in recent years. Rio’s decline was primarily
down to Air France, Alitalia and British Airways all
reducing frequency on their non-stop flights from Paris
CDG, Rome FCO and London LHR respectively.
Looking ahead, Norwegian enters the market on 14
February with 4-weekly flights from London LGW to
Buenos Aires while LATAM Airlines Brasil will begin 3weekly service from Sao Paulo GRU to Rome FCO on 16
March, a route already served by Alitalia.
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UK: Despite healthy 5.4% growth across all airports in
November, three of the UK’s top 12 airports saw traffic
declines. Four of the country’s top 10 airlines also
registered capacity cuts, notably Flybe and Ryanair.
Jet2.com was again the fastest-growing carrier with
capacity up 75% compared with last November.
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Denmark: Copenhagen’s 5% fall in passenger numbers in
December drove Denmark’s overall reduction of 3% in
passenger numbers, despite growth in Billund, Aalborg
and Aarhus. Among the top four carriers only Norwegian
recorded capacity growth in November with SAS
capacity in Denmark down an estimated 8%.
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Romania: After growth of between 20% and 30% for
most of 2017, Romania’s passenger growth was a more
modest 9% in November, though Cluj Napoca again saw
double-digit growth. Wizz Air is still the country’s biggest
airline but local carrier Blue Air is now bigger than the
national carrier TAROM.
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Seasonality profiles of European demand in 2016 revealed - Croatia
has biggest variation while France and Germany have least
Demand for air travel in most parts of the world is quite
seasonal. This is especially true in Europe, where leisure
travel makes up a significant proportion of the total. As a
result, traffic peaks during the summer season when the
weather is warmer and school holidays allow families to
travel together.
While airlines would ideally like demand spread evenly
across the year for ease of resourcing, the reality is that
airlines fly more in the summer than they do in winter,
some to a very high degree. From an airport perspective, a
more equal split of demand across all 12 months would be
more efficient from an operational perspective and avoid
the need to provide infrastructure for the peak summer
periods which then lies underutilised during the off-peak
periods.
Germany has longer peak season than other countries
Looking at passenger numbers in 2016 across all airports in
the EU’s five biggest countries for air travel (France,
Germany, Italy, Spain and the UK) reveals subtly different
seasonality profiles when the figures are indexed to
remove the variation in total traffic volume. All five
countries show basically the same profile though the peak
month does vary by country. In Spain and the UK the
busiest month is August, while for France and Italy traffic
peaks slightly earlier in July. In Germany in 2016 airport
passenger numbers peaked slightly later in September. In
four of the five markets traffic peaked in July and August
and was considerably lower in June and September.
However, in Germany demand was relatively flat across a
four-month period covering July to October.
France shows the least seasonality with July demand being
only just over 50% higher than in January and February,
whereas in Spain passenger volumes through the country’s
airports are twice as high in July and August as they are in
January.
Malta traffic peaked in June in 2016
The second graph shows a basket of six other European
countries (Cyprus, Ireland, Malta, Netherlands, Sweden
and Switzerland) using the same scale as the first graph
(from 60 to 140). Again the results are indexed removing
the total market size from the comparison. A similar
profile is again seen as in the first graph, with most
country markets peaking in July and August. However,
Malta traffic peaked in June and passenger volumes were
highest across the airports of the Netherlands in September. In fact, the Netherlands (dominated by Amsterdam)
had a surprisingly even demand profile across a six month
period from May to October.
Among these countries, Cyprus was the most seasonal, as
might be expected from a Mediterranean island with a
strong focus on in-bound leisure traffic. However, its peak
to off-peak ratio was still below that of Spain.
Sweden’s profile in 2016 has a few curious features. As
with Ireland and Switzerland, Swedish demand fell in June
relative to May. However, Sweden alone saw more
passengers in October than in September and it also had
the biggest increase in demand in December relative to
November.
Croatia tops for extreme seasonality
Finally, the third graph shows a basket of six further
European countries (Croatia, Greece, Iceland, Norway,
Portugal and Turkey) using a much broader scale (from 0
to 240). This was required to illustrate the much greater
seasonality of three countries in particular – Croatia,
Greece and Iceland.
Across all Croatian airports, passenger numbers in July are
over seven times higher than they are in January and
February. In the case of Iceland (represented by Reykjavik
KEF) demand in August is almost five times higher than it is
in the first two months of the year. Peak Greek airport
traffic in August is just over four times greater than it is in
the off-peak months at the beginning of the year.
Norway’s profile is more extreme than you might imagine.
Passenger throughput at the country’s airports is around
three times greater in July and August than it is in January.
Norway was also the only country market (apart from
Malta) to see more passengers in March than it did in
April. It should be noted that in 2016 Easter fell at the end
of March rather than the more regular slot of April, as was
the case in 2017.
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Spain: Impressive 9% growth in traffic in December was
helped by all of Spain’s top airports reporting growth. In
particular Seville, with 30% growth thanks to new
Ryanair services, did very well. All of the leading airlines
grew, with Jet2.com leading the way with almost twice
as many passengers as last December.
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Belgium: Passenger numbers were up almost 5% in
Belgium in November, despite capacity cuts by the
country’s second biggest carrier, Ryanair. Brussels
Airlines grew seat capacity by more than 7% having
absorbed Thomas Cook Airlines Belgium at the start of
the W17/18 season.
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Switzerland: Geneva and Zurich both recorded growth
of around 3% in December, but were beaten by Basel’s
double-digit growth. National carrier SWISS grew more
slowly than its nearest rivals, as easyJet grew capacity by
almost 9%. Two flag-carriers, British Airways and
Lufthansa, both registered double-digit growth.
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Tbilisi Airport traffic up 40% in 2017 as EU travel is made easier and
Georgian Airways grows rapidly; traffic peaks very early in morning
Passenger traffic across Georgia’s three main airports at
Batumi, Kutaisi and Tbilisi grew by 43.3% in 2017 with all
three airports reporting impressive growth. According to
analysis of FlightGlobal schedules data for 2017 and
2016 the only countries in the world to have seen higher
capacity growth last year were Tonga (+86%), Belize
(+72%) and Guinea (+63%).
Georgia’s busiest airport, serving the capital of Tbilisi,
saw an increase in demand of just over 40% last year to
3.16 million passengers. Since 2010 passenger numbers
have almost quadrupled at the airport which is run by
TAV Georgia.
A new arrivals terminal opened last summer that will
enable the airport to handle at least 3.5 million
passengers per annum. However, that figures is likely to
be surpassed in 2018 so further expansion may soon be
necessary.
Visa-free travel to most of EU from 2017
Georgians wishing to travel to the EU received a big
boost last year when visa-free travel was introduced on
28 March to the 26 countries of the Schengen area so
long as passengers had biometric passports. Ireland and
the UK are not in the Schengen area. Significantly,
citizens from over 90 countries can visit Georgia for up
to 360 days without a visa.
04:00 to 05:00 is airport’s busiest hour
Tbilisi Airport typically has operations throughout the
day and night. A look at flight schedule data for Monday
9 April shows a total of 50 departures and 51 arrivals
spread across all 24 hours.
In fact, the airport’s busiest period is between 04:00 and
05:00 when there are 10 scheduled movements - five
arrivals and five departures. Between 07:00 and 09:00,
when most of the world’s airports are extremely busy,
Tbilisi has just four movements, although the quietest
hour of the day is between 12:00 and 13:00. Looking
across all of April this pattern is repeated.
Georgian Airways growing fast
Looking at capacity data for the first half of 2018 and
comparing it with the same period in 2017 confirms that
Georgian Airways is the airport’s biggest airline and also
fastest-growing in terms of additional seats. Having
launched flights to Kiev IEV, London LGW and Prague last
summer, the airline is ramping up its expansion still
further in S18.
This summer should see the start of new services from
Tbilisi to Athens, Barcelona, Berlin SXF, Bologna,
Bratislava, Brussels BRU, Cologne Bonn and Thessaloniki
and the resumption of services to Paris CDG. The
airline’s current fleet comprises three 737-700s, three
Embraer E190s and two CRJ 200s. The E190s all joined
the airline during 2017, as did one of the 737-700s
according to planespotters.net.
Overall, seat capacity is expected to grow by 33% in the
first half of 2018, slightly below last year’s figure, with
only Georgian Airways currently launching new routes.
Russia and Turkey still top country rankings
The top three country markets of Russia, Turkey and the
UAE are all set to grow by between 25% and 35% in the
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first half of 2018, though fourth-ranked Ukraine is
currently looking at a capacity reduction of around 10%.
Iran will be served this summer by ATA Airlines, Iran Air
and Qeshm Air all operating to Tehran. The leading EU
country markets in the first half of this year look set to
be Germany (the 9th biggest country market overall),
Poland (11th) and Greece (12th).
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Hosting CONNECT later this month
Airlines, airports, tourism authorities and industry
suppliers will be heading for Tbilisi later this month
when the city hosts the 15th annual CONNECT
International Route Development Forum from 20-22
February at the Biltmore Hotel. The ANKER Report will
also be attending, so hope to see you there!
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Wizz Air’s three aircraft Vienna base will operate 60 flights per week
in early December; all aircraft gone by 06:15 each morning
Analysis of schedule data for Wizz Air’s new base in
Vienna reveals how the airline will manage to operate 60
return flights per week using its three aircraft; one A320
and two A321s. The first aircraft, an A320, arrives in June
followed by the two A321s in November. FlightGlobal
schedules data has been taken for the week commencing 3 December 2018.
Three rotations per day almost every day
What is immediately clear is that each aircraft is
scheduled to operate three rotations per day, every day
of the week, with the exception of the A320 on the days
when it serves Tenerife TFS, the airline’s longest sector
from Vienna. To achieve this, and to get all aircraft back
by 23:30, requires all three aircraft to depart the
Austrian capital before 06:15 each day.
To keep things relatively simple, Wizz Air basically has
just two different schedules; one that operates on
Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays and Sundays, and the
other which operates on Tuesdays, Thursdays and
Saturdays. Scheduled turnaround times in Vienna mostly
vary from 30 to 45 minutes.
The three aircraft serve a total of 14 destinations in
winter. Dortmund, Rome FCO and Tel Aviv will be served
daily; Bari, Bergen, Billund, Larnaca, Malta and Valencia
with 4-weekly flights; and Kutaisi, Nis, Ohrid, Tenerife
TFS and Thessaloniki with 3-weekly flights.
Early away and late back
Schedule data for December 2017 shows just six flights
departing Vienna before 06:00 for the whole month,
with Lufthansa’s 06:10 service to Frankfurt being the
earliest regular service. Data for this December already
shows 80 flights departing between 05:00 and 06:00 and
Eurowings operating 26 flights to Mediterranean
destinations departing between 04:30 and 04:55. Wizz
Air’s early departures mean that Vienna is now expecting
562 departures in December between 06:00 and 07:00
compared with just 356 in December 2017.
Wizz Air will also have some of the latest scheduled
return flights back to Vienna with service from Bari,
Bergen, Malta and Ohrid all returning to base between
23:15 and 23:20, assuming no delays.
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Porto sees 80% increase in passengers since 2012 under VINCI
Located on the Douro River, just a few kilometres from
the Atlantic Ocean in northern Portugal, Porto is the
country’s second biggest city with an urban population
of around 2.5 million. The airport serving the city is also
Portugal’s second busiest, handling a record 10.8 million
passengers last year, an increase of 15% on 2016. For
comparison, Lisbon’s airport last year saw almost 19%
growth to 26.7 million.
Impressive growth since 2012
Porto has been part of the VINCI Airport Group since the
French company signed an agreement in February 2013
to acquire ANA, the operator of 10 airports in Portugal.
Since then traffic growth at the airport has been
impressive with passenger numbers growing by 80%
from just over six million in 2012 to just under 11 million
in 2017. In the decade between 1996 and 2006 traffic
had grown by just 70% from just under two million
passengers to 3.3 million. In the following decade
passenger numbers surged by 180% to 9.4 million,
helped by the fact that both of Europe’s biggest LCCs,
easyJet and Ryanair, made Porto a base.
easyJet base in S15: no routes dropped
easyJet had started serving Porto from Geneva in June
2007 and was operating six routes to the airport (from
Basel, Geneva, London LGW, Lyon, Paris CDG and
Toulouse) before making the airport a base in the
summer of 2015. This resulted in the launch of six new
routes that year (to Bristol, London LTN, Luxembourg,
Manchester, Nantes and Stuttgart) followed by Funchal
in the summer of 2016. All of these routes are still
operating in S18.
Ryanair #1 with over 50 routes this summer
Ryanair’s first route to Porto was from London STN in
January 2005. It made the airport a base in September
2009 and will serve over 50 destinations this summer,
including new routes to Malta and Manchester. In 2017
it had launched new services to Edinburgh, Frankfurt,
Krakow and Naples. Over 80% of the routes Ryanair has
tried from Porto are still operating this summer, though
routes dropped along the way include Basel, Bristol,
London LGW, Maastricht, Marrakech and Pisa.
TAP Portugal growing in S18
Flag-carrier TAP Portugal is the second largest airline at
the airport offering regular scheduled flights to a dozen
destinations in 2017. Over half of the airline’s flights
were to its main hub in Lisbon, with Paris ORY the
second best served airport. Geneva, Funchal, London
LGW, Madrid and Zurich were all served with up to 2daily flights last year. This summer will see the Star
Alliance carrier add new routes to London LCY and Ponta
Delgada, while also resuming flights to Barcelona and
Milan MXP.
In recent years the airport has welcomed a number of
new carriers. Turkish Airlines began non-stop service
from its base at Istanbul IST in April 2015, the airport’s
first service to Turkey.
Wizz Air began serving Porto in 2016 from Budapest and
Warsaw WAW which marked the airport’s first non-stop
links with Hungary and Poland. The ULCC will add two
more Polish routes to Katowice and Wroclaw in S18.
Royal Air Maroc returned in 2017 with service to
Casablanca after a six-year break.
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Air France and KLM both returned in S17

New transatlantic routes in S18

Last summer saw the return of both Air France (after a
10-year hiatus) and KLM (after a 16-year gap) to Porto.
The former began flying from CDG at the start or the
summer season, while KLM’s daily service from
Amsterdam debuted in May. Sadly, Monarch Airlines’
presence in Porto was all too brief. It began operations
from its bases at Birmingham, London LTN and
Manchester last April but ceased all operations at the
beginning of October.

Big news for the airport this summer is the addition of
two new seasonal routes to North America. United will
begin daily service to Newark on 4 May, a route already
served by fellow Star Alliance partner TAP Portugal. Air
Canada Rouge will operate from Toronto between June
and October, competing with Air Transat and Azores
Airlines. Finally, another Star Alliance carrier, Aegean
Airlines, will begin a seasonal service to Athens which
will also operate between June and October.
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Meridiana preparing for major fleet renewal in 2018 as Malpensa
becomes focus for expansion with US and domestic flights
Since Qatar Airways bought a significant shareholding
(49%) in the airline last September, there has been
speculation about what it might mean for the route
network of Meridiana, the Italian carrier based in Olbia.
The airline issued a press release in mid-December
announcing that it would be changing its focus in Milan
from split operations at Linate and Malpensa, to
focussing on Malpensa alone, apart from a service
between Linate and the airline’s home base in Olbia. As a
result, flights from Linate to Marseille, Munich and
Naples ceased during January.
The airline’s network from Milan MXP will be developed
significantly with new domestic routes to Catania,
Lamezia Terme, Naples, Palermo and Rome FCO helping
to provide feed for its new long-haul flights to Miami and
New York JFK. These new US route will launch in June.
Meridiana will thus be serving 17 destinations from
Milan MXP this summer.
Preparing for the arrival of 737 MAX 8s and A330s
Analysis of Meridiana’s scheduled capacity over the last
decade shows that the airline was at one time at least
twice as large as it now is. For the last three years,
according to FlightGlobal schedules data, the airline has
been offering just under four million scheduled seats
under its IATA code of IG. Around two-thirds of the
airline’s capacity is actually flown by Air Italy (IATA code
I9), which Meridiana acquired in 2011.
According to planespotters.net, the airline’s current fleet
comprises 12 aircraft; eight 737-800s and four 767s.
However, 2018 is set to be a historic year for the airline
as it starts to replace its aging fleet with newer aircraft.
Most of the airline’s aircraft are over 15 years old, with
the exception of a single 737.

Olbia was Meridiana’s busiest airport in 2017

In April, Meridiana is set to become the first carrier in
Italy to operate the Boeing 737 MAX 8, while June will
see the arrival of a couple of recently refurbished Qatar
Airways A330-200s which will have 24 seats in Business
Class. These will be used on the new US routes. A total of
20 MAX 8s are scheduled to be delivered in due course,
replacing the existing fleet but also resulting in growth.

In terms of ASKs, Milan MXP has been the airline’s
biggest airport since 2014, thanks to long-haul flights to
Accra, Cairo, Dakar, Mombasa, Lagos, Havana and
Zanzibar. Competition on the airline’s new US routes
from Malpensa will come from Alitalia, American
Airlines, Delta Air Lines and Emirates who all serve JFK
already, while American also serves Miami. In addition,

Over the last decade various airports have had the status
of being the busiest for Meridiana flights. Between 2007
and 2009 (and again in 2012) it was Cagliari, in 2010 and
2011 it was Rome FCO, in 2013 it was Milan LIN and
since 2014 it has been Olbia.

United Airlines offers a further option for New York
bound passengers with a non-stop service to Newark.
Olbia network shrinking in S18?
According to FlightGlobal schedules data, Meridiana’s
Olbia network has been cut this summer. London LGW
and Moscow DME are now the only international routes
on offer in S18. Routes to three French destinations
(Marseille, Nice and Paris CDG) which operated last
summer have not returned in S18.
Passenger numbers in Olbia were up 10.5% to 2.8 million
in 2017 with Meridiana accounting for an estimated 45%
of capacity last year, ahead of easyJet (25%), airberlin,
Volotea and Eurowings.

www.connect-aviation.com
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Latest European route news
Launched routes
Air Arabia now serves two airports in the Russian capital.
On 1 February it started complementing its existing daily
Moscow DME service (launched in October 2011) with a
new 4-weekly service to Moscow SVO. Frequency
increases to daily between the beginning of March and
mid-May, before reverting back to 4-weekly according to
FlightGlobal schedules data. No other carrier links
Sharjah and Moscow. These are currently the only
routes the airline operates to Russia, though in the past
the LCC has operated for several seasons to Ekaterinburg, Kazan, Rostov-on-Don and Ufa as well as briefly
serving Krasnodar and Samara. Since S15 it has only
served Moscow in Russia.
AtlasGlobal on 28 January began service from Trabzon in
Turkey to Bahrain. Initially operating just weekly, the
service increases to 2-weekly (Wednesdays and Sundays)
from the end of February. The 1,815-kilometre sector
will be flown by the airline’s A321 fleet and faces no
direct competition. Last year Trabzon, located on the
Black Sea in eastern Turkey, handled almost 4.2 million
passengers (+11.4%) making it Turkey’s seventh busiest
airport. International traffic at the airport grew by 60%,
but still represented less than 5% of the total traffic. The
airport made unwanted global headlines in mid-January
when a Pegasus Airlines flight veered off the runway and
slid down a cliff.
bmi regional has doubled its scheduled route network
from Gothenburg with the start of 2-weekly flights from
Bristol on 22 January. It already serves the Swedish
airport from Birmingham. The new Bristol route will
operate on Mondays and Thursdays from the UK and on
Tuesdays and Fridays from Gothenburg. The slightly
unusual schedule is because bmi regional is also
operating a 2-weekly corporate charter from Gothenburg to Lyon on Mondays and Thursdays. Fares on the
Bristol route start from £99 one way, but this includes
hold luggage and complimentary in-flight drinks and
snacks. The 1,190-kilometre route faces no direct
competition and will be operated by the carrier’s ERJ145s. This summer bmi regional will operate nine routes
from Bristol, including Brussels, which it operates on
behalf of Brussels Airlines.
easyJet launched two additional routes from its new
Berlin TXL base at the beginning of February. On 1
February the LCC began daily flights to Tel Aviv followed
on 3 February by weekly flights to Fuerteventura in the
Canary Islands. Not only does easyJet face competition
on the Israeli airport-pair from Corendon Airlines Europe
and Germania, but also from itself (as well as El Al and
Israir) with flights from Berlin SXF. The Fuerteventura
route is also pretty competitive, with TUI fly Deutschland flying from Tegel, Germania flying from both
Schönefeld and Tegel, and Condor and Ryanair both
offering service from Schönefeld.
FlyValan is a new self-styled ‘boutique’ airline based in
Genoa. On 23 January it launched a 3-weekly domestic
service to Trieste using an ATR 72-500. The carrier is
offering a total of four fare classes: Basic, Light, Standard
and Flexible. The airline’s route map suggests that it
plans to add routes to Brussels, Geneva and Zurich at
some point in the future.
SAS chose Saturday 3 February to launch a seasonal,
weekly service from Stockholm ARN to Chambery in
France. The route, aimed at ski enthusiasts, will operate
until 7 April (a total of just 10 flights) using an A320. In
the first 11 months of 2017, traffic at the French airport
was down 15.6% to 162,308 passengers.
Sichuan Airlines on 26 January began 2-weekly flights
from Chengdu to St. Petersburg. The 6,200-kilometre
service operates on Wednesdays and Fridays using an
A330-300. This is the second route connecting the
Chinese city to Russia as Sichuan Airlines already
operates a 2-weekly service from the airport to Moscow
SVO.
VLM Airlines has launched a second route from
Antwerp. On 22 January the carrier began 10-weekly
service (2-daily Monday to Friday) to Zurich using its
fleet of Fokker 50s. No other airline operates this route.
The revived carrier began service to London LCY on 30
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October. Last year the Belgian airport handled just over
270,000 passengers, down just 1.5% compared with
2016. However, given that traffic was artificially boosted
in 2016 from traffic diverted from Brussels after the
terrorist attack at the airport, Antwerp’s underlying
development has been positive in 2017, with monthly
figures showing year-on-year improvement from June
onwards. VLM will be launching additional new routes
from Antwerp to Birmingham, Munich and Maribor (via
Munich) in the coming weeks.

Announced routes
Air India will resume non-stop service between Amritsar
and Birmingham from 20 February. The 2-weekly service
originates in Delhi and will be flown by the airline’s 7878s. The carrier last operated between the two airports in
October 2008 using a 777. Basically, two of Air India’s
daily flights from Delhi to Birmingham will now stop in
Amritsar.
Air Prishtina, a Swiss-based virtual airline, will launch
new routes this summer from Pristina to Copenhagen
(weekly from 23 March), Milan BGY (weekly from 1
April) and Paris CDG (2-weekly from 28 March) using
aircraft operated by Germania. The carrier already flies
from Pristina to Basel, Düsseldorf, Geneva, Hamburg,
Hannover, Munich, Stuttgart, Verona and Zurich.
Cobalt continues to diversify its network from Larnaca
with the addition of several new routes this summer.
Most interestingly it will start daily service to London
LHR at the start of S18. The airline is not revealing how it
managed to obtain slots at Europe’s busiest airport. It
already serves London LGW and London STN. In
addition, new routes will be launched to Abu Dhabi (3weekly from 25 February), Copenhagen (2-weekly from
27 March), Geneva (2-weekly from 13 May), Moscow
SVO (6-weekly from 25 March) and Mykonos (weekly
from 7 June). This brings to 20 the number of
destinations available to book from Larnaca at present.
However, the airline’s 3-weekly service to Beirut is
currently not bookable after 23 March.
Eurowings will base an aircraft in Nuremberg this
summer. This will enable it to launch new routes to
Catania (2-weekly from 25 March), Heraklion (2-weekly
from 26 March) and Olbia (2-weekly from 28 March) as
well as increasing frequency on its existing service to
Palma de Mallorca. The based aircraft will be a 737-800
operated by TUI fly Deutschland. Eurowings also serves
Berlin TXL, Düsseldorf, Hamburg and Vienna from
Nuremberg.

LOT Polish Airlines will connect Krakow and Budapest
with 6-weekly service starting on 28 April. The route
used to be served by Malev and then by Ryanair, who
operated a 3-weekly service between February 2012 and
January 2013. The relatively short 300-kilometre sector
will be operated by the airline’s Q400s.
Norwegian’s network from Oslo OSL will see two new
routes this summer to Bastia (weekly from 28 April) and
Tirana (2-weekly from 19 June), a change of Paris
airports from Orly to CDG and the resumption of service
to Ibiza. Meanwhile at its Swedish base at Stockholm
ARN there will be new routes this summer to Bilbao and
Reykjavik KEF, both to be served 2-weekly.
Ryanair, already the biggest airline at Manchester, with
an estimated 15% of seat capacity in 2017, is adding 10
new routes during S18. A daily service to Belfast BFS will
start at the beginning of S18, while the remaining routes
will launch in early June. They are to Agadir (2-weekly),
Almeria (2-weekly), Cagliari (2-weekly), Palermo (2weekly), Ponta Delgada (weekly), Porto (3-weekly), Reus
(2-weekly), Rhodes (2-weekly) and Venice TSF (3weekly). Cagliari and Reus were previously served by
Ryanair from Manchester. Six of the 10 routes are
already served by a variety of carriers including easyJet,
Jet2.com, Thomas Cook Airlines and TUI Airways. Only
Cagliari, Palermo, Ponta Delgada and Venice TSF are
new routes for Manchester.
S7 Airlines (see Issue 8 for a detailed analysis of the
carrier) has added Iceland to its network with the
announcement of weekly flights from Moscow DME to
Reykjavik KEF starting on 9 June, just in time for the
World Cup, for which Iceland has qualified for the very
first time. They are in Group D along with Argentina,
Croatia and Nigeria and play their opening match in
Moscow (against Argentina) on 16 June. Having famously
knocked England out of Euro 2016 they will have every
reason to be confident.
Transavia is growing its network in Croatia with the
addition of a 2-weekly service between Eindhoven and
Rijeka starting on 5 July and finishing at the end of
August. This will be the carrier’s first service to Rijeka,
which is the country’s third largest city. However, the
airport only currently handles around 140,000
passengers per annum.
Uzbekistan Airways will begin a weekly service from
Tashkent to Barcelona on 22 May. Operated every
Thursday using one of the airline’s two 787-8s, both of
which were delivered to the airline in the second half of
2016. Barcelona becomes the airline’s seventh EU
destination joining Frankfurt, London LHR, Milan MXP,
Paris CDG, Riga and Rome FCO, of which only Frankfurt
(3-weekly) is served more than 2-weekly this summer.
Volotea will serve a total of eight routes from its new
Bilbao base this summer. The carrier recently announced
Malaga as its latest destination from the northern
Spanish airport. Unusually for Volotea this is a route
already served by two other airlines, Air Europa and
Vueling. The airline’s other new routes from Bilbao this
summer (to Malta, Palermo and Vienna) will face no
direct competition.

flydubai has announced that Thessaloniki in Greece will
join the LCC’s network when it begins 3-weekly service
from Dubai on 15 June. The carrier now serves 102
destinations across 46 countries using a fleet of 61 737s.
Other new routes to Europe being launched this summer
by the airline are Catania, Dubrovnik, Krakow, Kutaisi
and Sochi/Adler. Its longest sector is to Prague, a flight
of almost 4,500 kilometres and its shortest is to Lar in
Iran, a flight of just 200 kilometres.

WestJet will use its new Boeing 737 MAX 8s to launch
new routes from Halifax to both London LGW and Paris
CDG. The UK service starts at the end of April while the
airline’s first service to France begins on 31 May. Both
routes will be served daily. Air Canada already links
London LHR with Halifax, while ASL Airlines France
offers competing, seasonal flights on the Paris route.
WestJet has, however, dropped its London LGW to St.
John’s service for S18.

Hainan Airlines plans to launch 2-weekly service
between Shenzhen and Madrid on 22 March using 787s.
This is the airline’s first service to Madrid and the only
non-stop connection between the two cities. Iberia and
China Eastern Airlines both connect Shanghai PVG and
the Spanish capital, while Air China connects Beijing and
Madrid with 5-weekly flights. Finally, Beijing Capital
Airlines also offers flights between Chengdu and Madrid.
Hainan Airlines’ only other European route from
Shenzhen is to Brussels, which also launches this
summer, on 20 March.

Wizz Air is growing its Wroclaw base this summer with
five new routes. The latest announcement is for a 2weekly service to Bari starting at the end of March. The
four other new routes, which will increase the ULCC’s
network to 15 destinations from the Polish airport, are
Basel, Gothenburg, Kutaisi and Porto. Along with
frequency increases on existing routes, Wizz Air’s
capacity in Wroclaw is set to grow by around 60% this
summer. Last year the airport reported traffic growth of
18% to 2.86 million passengers, making it Poland’s sixth
busiest.
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Latest European airport traffic statistics
Data published here has been made public between 22 January and 2 February 2018.
Country

Sources: Individual airports, airport authorities, government statistics and ACI Europe. (YTD: Year to date)

Austria

December: Graz pax -2.2% to 61,582. YTD: pax -2.3% to 959k.

Belgium

December: Brussels BRU pax +2.0% to 1.72m. YTD: pax +13.6% to 24.78m.

Cyprus

December: All airports pax +6.8% to 424k; Larnaca pax +5.0% to 331k; Paphos pax +13.9% to 92,483.
YTD (Dec): All airports pax +14.2% to 10.34m; Larnaca pax +16.4% to 7.81m; Paphos pax +7.8% to 2.52m.

Denmark

January: Aalborg pax +1.3% to 117k; Aarhus pax +9.6% to 28,522.

France

December: Nantes pax +15.8% to 380k. YTD: Nantes pax +14.9% to 5.49m.
January: Nantes pax +16.4% to 340k.

Germany

December: All airports (ADV) pax -1.0% to 15.57m, flights -5.9% to 143k. Europe pax +1.7% to 9.25m, domestic pax -10.7% to 3.24m, intercontinental pax
+2.5% to 3.07m.
December: Hamburg pax +0.6% to 1.20m; Berlin TXL pax -24.8% to 1.18m; Berlin SXF pax -5.3% to 978k; Cologne Bonn pax +2.1% to 826k; Stuttgart pax +2.9%
to 702k; Frankfurt HHN pax -2.4% to 160k; Dortmund pax +9.7% to 159k; Bremen pax +4.0% to 152k; Leipzig/Halle pax +8.2% to 125k; Dresden pax -4.0% to
116k; Weeze pax +10.2% to 97,297; Karlsruhe/Baden-Baden pax +37.0% to 81,456.
January: Rostock pax -3.7% to 9,964.
YTD (Dec): All airports (ADV) pax +5.1% to 235.17m.
YTD (Dec): Berlin TXL pax -3.7% to 20.46m; Hamburg pax +8.6% to 17.62m; Berlin SXF pax +10.4% to 12.87m; Cologne Bonn pax +4.0% to 12.38m; Stuttgart pax
+3.2% to 10.96m; Bremen pax -1.3% to 2.54m; Frankfurt HHN pax -5.6% to 2.47m; Leipzig/Halle pax +7.8% to 2.36m; Dortmund pax +4.3% to 2.00m; Weeze
pax +1.7% to 1.89m; Dresden pax +2.6% to 1.71m; Karlsruhe/Baden-Baden pax +12.3% to 1.24m.

Greece

December: All airports pax +1.2% to 2.19m. YTD: pax +9.5% to 58.02m.
December: Heraklion pax +16.3% to 105k. YTD: pax +8.8% to 7.38m.

Italy

December: All airports (Assaeroporti) pax +3.0% to 11.93m; international pax +4.6% to 7.33m; domestic pax +0.6% to 4.57m; flights +1.0% to 95,792.
December: Rome FCO pax -3.6% to 2.79m; Milan MXP pax +8.2% to 1.66m; Milan BGY pax +4.1% to 919k; Milan LIN pax -6.9% to 703k; Venice VCE pax +4.7%
to 616k; Catania pax +5.2% to 614k; Bologna pax +9.2% to 599k; Naples pax +39.5% to 596k; Rome CIA pax -1.5% to 451k; Palermo pax +18.7% to 424k; Bari
pax +5.1% to 344k; Turin pax -1.3% to 309k; Pisa pax -2.0% to 296k; Venice TSF pax +20.0% to 243k; Cagliari pax +8.6% to 255k.
YTD (Dec): All airports (Assaeroporti) pax +6.4% to 175.15m; international pax +8.3% to 123.87m; domestic pax +3.0% to 61.91m; flights +2.6% to 1.36m.
YTD (Dec): Rome FCO pax -1.8% to 40.97m; Milan MXP pax +14.2% to 22.16m; Milan BGY pax +10.5% to 12.33m; Venice VCE pax +7.7% to 10.36m; Milan LIN
pax -1.4% to 9.50m; Catania pax +15.3% to 9.12m; Naples pax +26.7% to 8.57m; Bologna pax +6.7% to 8.19m; Rome CIA pax +9.1% to 5.86m; Palermo pax
+8.4% to 5.77m; Pisa pax +4.9% to 5.22m; Bari pax +8.4% to 4.68m; Turin pax +5.7% to 4.17m; Cagliari pax +12.5% to 4.15m; Verona pax +10.4% to 3.09m;
Venice TSF pax +14.5% to 3.01m; Olbia pax +10.5% to 2.79m; Lamezia Terme pax +0.9% to 2.54m; Brindisi pax -0.4% to 2.32m; Alghero pax -1.9% to 1.32m;
Trapani pax -13.4% to 1.29m; Genoa pax -1.6% to 1.24m.

Switzerland

December: Basel pax +10.9% to 572k. YTD: pax +7.9% to 7.88m.

UK

November: All airports (CAA) pax +3.4% to 19.52m. Doncaster/Sheffield pax -12.2% to 67,123; Inverness pax -3.0% to 57,106.
December: Birmingham pax -6.7% to 791k; Bristol pax +1.9% to 517k; Belfast BFS pax -6.8% to 393k; Liverpool pax -0.3% to 339k; London LCY pax +0.4% to
325k; Newcastle pax -0.8% to 300k; East Midlands pax +10.7% to 225k; Leeds Bradford pax +1.4% to 201k; Southampton pax +2.2% to 151k; London SEN pax
+48.3% to 83,558; Cardiff pax +9.6% to 80,045; Doncaster/Sheffield pax -3.9% to 78,581; Isle of Man pax -3.8% to 63,975; Exeter pax +19.5% to 62,617; Guernsey pax -1.9% to 62,155; Inverness pax -1.7% to 57,287.
YTD (Nov): All airports (CAA) pax +6.4% to 267.76m. Doncaster/Sheffield pax +7.1% to 1.26m; Inverness pax +12.8% to 818k.
YTD (Dec): Birmingham pax +11.6% to 12.99m; Bristol pax +7.9% to 8.21m; Belfast BFS pax +13.4% to 5.84m; Newcastle pax +10.3% to 5.30m; Liverpool pax
+2.6% to 4.90m; East Midlands pax +4.9% to 4.88m; London LCY pax -0.1% to 4.53m; Leeds Bradford pax +12.9% to 4.08m; Southampton pax +5.9% to 2.07m;
Cardiff pax +8.8% to 1.47m; Doncaster/Sheffield pax +6.3% to 1.34m; London SEN pax +24.9% to 1.09m; Exeter pax +7.2% to 909k; Inverness pax +11.7% to
875k; Guernsey pax -1.9% to 843k; Isle of Man pax +0.5% to 798k.

Frankfurt and Istanbul IST top seat growth rankings for February;
capacity up 4% as German market starts to recover after airberlin
For the second month in a row Frankfurt and
Istanbul IST are showing the greatest increase
in scheduled seat capacity compared with a
year ago. Both airports are set to offer around
a quarter of a million extra departing seats in
February. As in January, Amsterdam and
Ankara maintain their rankings in third and
fourth.
Turkey now has three airports in the top 15
Compared with January, Oslo OSL and Istanbul
SAW have replaced London LHR (now 19th)
and Paris CDG (now 16th) in the Top 15
rankings, giving Turkey three airports in the
Top 15. The fastest percentage growth rates
among the top 15 airports are Naples
(+38.1%), Ankara (+25.1%), Budapest (+18.7%)
and Warsaw WAW (+18.0%).
German airports see start of recovery
At the other end of the rankings the top three
fastest-shrinking airports are Düsseldorf
(120,000 fewer seats), Berlin TXL (55,000
fewer seats) and Birmingham (45,000 fewer
seats). However, for the two German airports
the capacity shortfall is not as great as in
January, reflecting the efforts being made by
airline to fill the gaps left by airberlin’s
collapse. Across all airports seat capacity is up
an estimated 5.4%, down from the 6.1%
capacity growth forecast for January.
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Lisbon until October 2017). Jet2.com still serves the former
route during the winter ski season, while Ryanair, SATA
and TAP Portugal all provide 2-daily flights on the
Portuguese domestic route.
Ryanair still well ahead with over 200 airports served
Looking at all of Europe’s major (U)LCCs, Ryanair is well
out in front with over 200 airports in its network this year.
With the latest route announcements in Berlin, easyJet
appears to have just kept its nose ahead of Eurowings,
which has expanded rapidly after absorbing a large chunk
of airberlin. This includes a number of long-haul
destinations well outside of Europe.
Both Norwegian and Wizz Air are close to catching easyJet
for network diversity and given that airlines are still
announcing fresh, new routes for 2018, the final figures
(and rankings) for the year may yet change. Vueling is a
little further behind on 134 airports but could easily catch
up, especially if it resumed some of the 20 routes it
dropped from its Barcelona base between S16 and S17.
A total of seven European (U)LCCs currently serve over 100
destinations. The figure for Transavia combines both the
French operation (IATA code TO) and the Dutch operation
(IATA code HV) as these are all bookable via a single
website. It may well be a few years before Blue Air,
Jet2.com or Volotea join the “100-club”.
Year

Airports
served

Airports added

Airports no longer served

2009

117

Agadir, Bodrum, Dubrovnik, Düsseldorf, Ivalo, Larnaca, Santorini, Tel Aviv, Verona VBS

A Coruna, Gdansk, Kittila, Riga

2010

129

Antalya, Belfast BHD, Brest, Chania, Doncaster/Sheffield, Dresden, Fez, Gothenburg, Isle
of Man, Kos, Leeds Bradford, Luxor, Pristina, Zagreb, Zakynthos

Kuusamo, Rovaniemi, Warsaw WAW

2011

132

Amman, Bologna, Izmir, Santiago de Compostela, Seville, Verona

East Midlands, Ivalo, Turin

2012

135

A Coruna, Alghero, Kefalonia, Lille, London SEN, Luxembourg, Reykjavik KEF, Turin

Belfast BHD, Doncaster/Sheffield, Helsinki, Rome CIA, Verona VBS

2013

138

Belgrade, Bergen, Kalamata, Moscow DME, Newquay

A Coruna, Gothenburg

2014

139

Figari, Strasbourg

Luxor

2015

140

Essaouira, Friedrichshafen, Monastir, Ponta Delgada, Preveza, Pula, Stuttgart

Amman, Bergen, Fez, Istanbul SAW, Tangier, Zagreb

2016

138

La Palma, Ostersund, Tivat

Bucharest, Casablanca, Monastir, Newquay, Sharm El Sheikh

2017

144

Calvi, Granada, Ivalo, Kavala, Klagenfurt, Kittila, Lublin, Southampton, Varna, Zadar

Cologne Bonn, Düsseldorf, Moscow DME, Strasbourg

2018

156

Ancona, Berlin TXL, Cologne Bonn, Düsseldorf, Frankfurt FRA, Genoa, Gothenburg, Graz,
Helsinki, Oslo OSL, Rennes, Reus, Volos, Jerez

Leeds Bradford, Ponta Delgada

Source: The ANKER Report analysis of FlightGlobal schedules data for 2008-2018.
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