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With a population of around five and a half million people 
(compared with 55 million in England) spread across an area 
that is 60% the size of England, Scotland was served last year by 
24 commercial airports. However, just five of these (Aberdeen, 
Edinburgh, Glasgow GLA, Glasgow PIK and Inverness) 
accounted for some 97% of passenger movements. The busiest 
of these, Edinburgh, handled 13.4 million passengers making it 
the UK’s second busiest airport outside of London, well behind 
Manchester (with 27.8 million) but ahead of Birmingham, which 
handled almost 13 million passengers in 2017. According to UK 
CAA statistics Scotland’s airports handled almost exactly 10% of 
all passenger traffic passing through UK airports last year. 

Edinburgh overtook Glasgow in 2007 

In the decade between 1995 and 2005 Scottish airport traffic 
doubled at the top five airports from 11.5 million to 23 million 
passengers. During that time total traffic grew every year by 
between 5% and 10%. Considering that this period included 
9/11 and its consequences that was an impressive 
achievement. 

However, traffic growth slowed significantly in 2006 and 2007, 
with passenger numbers peaking at just over 24 million in 2007 
before declining in 2008, 2009 and 2010. Since 2010 demand 
has been growing again with 2017 traffic being around 40% 
higher than in 2010. However, it took until 2015 before the 
total passenger count passed the previous record set eight 
years earlier.  

Until 2006 Glasgow GLA was Scotland’s busiest airport, but in 
2007 Edinburgh overtook it for the first time and has not 
looked back since. Even if traffic figures for Glasgow GLA and 
Glasgow PIK are combined, Edinburgh has still been the biggest 
Scottish city for air travel since 2009.  

Prestwick peaked in 2007 

Prestwick Airport, which lies around 50 kilometres south-west 
of Glasgow on the Ayrshire coast, was the first Scottish airport 
to handle transatlantic flights due to its reputation for good 
weather, particularly an absence of fog. As a result, the airport 
has also been a significant facility for pilot training over the 
years. The airport reached its commercial peak in 2007 when 
2.4 million passengers were processed. Around 90% of these 
were on Ryanair flights. The Irish ULCC had made the airport a 

base as long ago as 1997, though flights from Dublin had 
started in 1994, followed by London STN services beginning in 
1995.  

In the summers of 2007 and 2008 Ryanair was operating over 
20 flights per day from Prestwick to over 20 destinations. Over 
the years the carrier has served almost 50 destinations at one 
time or other with regular scheduled services. In 2017 the 
number of routes offered by Ryanair from Prestwick had fallen 
to 18 with between eight and nine daily departures. Routes to 
Dublin and London had been stopped some years ago and the 
airline’s route network was focussed on Spanish leisure routes 
such as Alicante, Barcelona, Malaga, Palma de Mallorca and 
Tenerife TFS. In fact, 12 of the airline’s 18 Prestwick routes 
were to Spanish destinations.  

Aberdeen traffic down 17% since 2014 peak 

Aberdeen is a busy airport that serves as a gateway to the 
North Sea oil rigs. Reflecting the downturn in the price of oil, 
which has hugely benefitted airlines, Aberdeen’s traffic peaked 

back in 2014 at 3.7 million passengers. Since then demand has 
fallen by 17% to just over three million passengers. The 
airport’s top routes for scheduled traffic in 2017 were to 
London LHR (with British Airways and Flybe), Amsterdam (with 
KLM), Manchester (with Flybe) and Stavanger (with SAS and 
Widerøe). British Airways and Flybe are the airport’s two 
biggest airlines. 

Inverness welcomed British Airways and KLM in 2016 

Among the top five Scottish airports, Inverness was the fastest-
growing in both 2016 (+17%) and 2017 (+12%). A significant 
factor was the launch of daily flights to Amsterdam with KLM 
which began in May 2016 and saw frequency double to 2-daily 
in S17. Flybe had previously served this route from September 
2011 to May 2016. Coincidentally (or not) British Airways 
launched daily service to London LHR in May 2016 as well, thus 
improving worldwide connection for Inverness passengers. 

The airport’s runway is only 1,900 metres meaning that the 
airport’s current longest sector is to Jersey, a sector length of 
just 935 kilometres. In the recent past, the airport has had 
services on the 1,407-kilometre sector to Zurich (a weekly 
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Launched less than two years ago in July 2016, Cobalt 
will be the biggest airline by seat capacity at Cyprus’ 
Larnaka Airport this summer. The local carrier, 
supported by Chinese investment, currently operates a 
fleet of six aircraft; four 156-seat A320s and two 144-
seat A319s. From May onwards it will operate over 700 
flights per month to 21 destinations from Larnaka, as 
well as linking Pafos with Athens. 

Only two routes dropped so far 

By the time Cobalt reaches the second anniversary of its 
first flight it will have launched 24 routes. It began 
impressively by starting seven routes from Larnaka 
during its first week of operation; four to destinations in 
Greece, two to the UK and Dublin. For W16 it added two 
more routes (one each to France and the UK) followed 
by four more from Larnaka in S17 and its only route from 
Pafos, to Athens.  

W17 saw the start of flights to three more destinations, 
while a total of six new routes have already been 
announced for 2018. One of these, to Abu Dhabi, 
launched at the end of February, two will start in March, 
two more in May and one in June. To summarise: 

• July 2016: Athens, Chania, Dublin, Heraklion, London 
STN, Manchester, Thessaloniki 

• December 2016: Birmingham, Paris CDG 

• March 2017: Tel Aviv 

• April 2017: Brussels BRU, Madrid 

• May 2017: Beirut, Athens-Pafos 

• October 2017: London LGW, Moscow SVO 

• November 2017: Frankfurt 

• February 2018: Abu Dhabi 

• March 2018: Copenhagen, London LHR 

• May 2018: Düsseldorf, Geneva 

• June 2018: Mykonos 

The daily service to London LHR is of particular note as  
new carriers normally have great difficulty gaining access 
to Europe’s busiest airport. However, according to 
information on ACL’s website, Cobalt has come to some 
sort of arrangement with Virgin Atlantic, enabling it to 
operate a service during S18. 

Of all the routes launched, only two have so far been 
dropped; Birmingham and Brussels. The UK city is 
already served by four other airlines (Blue Air, Jet2.com, 
Thomas Cook Airlines and TUI Airways) while Brussels 
BRU is the only destination served by Ryanair from 
Larnaka. Ryanair has a base at Pafos, where it is the #1 
airline and serves 17 destinations in S18. 

Competition on most routes  

This summer, Cobalt will be offering more seats than any 
other carrier from Larnaka, edging ahead of Aegean 
Airlines (combined with its subsidiary Olympic Air) and 
also ahead of Rossiya, which operates charter flights 
from a range of airports in Russia.  

Wizz Air and Blue Air rank next, while the rest of the top 
12 airlines at the airport contains a mix of leisure airlines 
(Jet2.com, Thomas Cook Airlines and TUI Airways) and 
flag-carriers (Aeroflot, British Airways, the revived 
Cyprus Airways and Emirates). 

Of Cobalt’s 19 Larnaka routes that it operates at least 2-
weekly (its other two services are only weekly to Chania 
and Geneva), it faces direct competition on all but four; 
Abu Dhabi, Dublin, Madrid and Paris CDG. Etihad Airways 
used to operate the Abu Dhabi route, Dublin was last 
served by what was then Thomson Airways (now TUI 
Airways) in S13, and Aegean Airlines served the Paris 
market as recently as S17. 

In total this summer 33% of the airline’s capacity is to 
Greece, 25% to the UK and just over 40% to all other 
country markets. 

Four competitors on Athens route 

Cobalt’s busiest route to Athens is served with 14-
weekly flights. However, it faces considerable 
competition on this route with Aegean/Olympic 
operating 6-daily flights, Blue Air having 15-weekly 
flights, TUS Airways operating 9-weekly and Cyprus 
Airways operating 4-weekly.  

Cobalt already #1 at Larnaka this summer with six aircraft; Athens 
and London are key destinations; six new routes in 2018 so far 
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Austria: With dominant Vienna reporting passenger 
growth of less than 1% in December, Austrian demand 
was virtually flat for the last month of 2017 as the 
demise of airberlin and NIKI continued to be felt. 
Bulgaria: Double-digit growth across the country’s 
airports in January with Sofia reporting a solid 6% 

increase in passengers. Wizz Air is continuing to drive 
the growth and is even extending its lead in the country 
over second-ranked Ryanair. 
Ireland: Traffic grew by 6% at Irish airports in January, 
though both Aer Lingus and Ryanair only increased 
capacity by between 1% and 2%. However, other 

carriers such as KLM and Norwegian more than trebled 
their capacity in the Irish market. 
Russia: Russia’s European airports saw a 7% increase in 
seat capacity in January. The top five airlines in Russia 
are all local carriers with Belarus’ Belavia the leading 
foreign carrier in the Russian market in January. 
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While Istanbul’s two airports at Atatürk and Sabiha 
Gökçen are Turkey’s two busiest, both only grew their 
passenger numbers between 5% and 6% in 2017. In 
comparison, Ankara Esenboğa Airport, which serves the 
country’s capital, welcomed 21.5% more passengers last 
year. Across all airports in Turkey, demand was up 11.2% 
in 2017 to 193 million passengers. Ankara, with a record 
15.8 million passengers, accounted for 8.2% of all 
Turkish traffic, a low proportion for a capital city airport. 

In the last decade demand has more than trebled from 
under five million in 2007 to the current figure, driven  
by growth in domestic traffic. International traffic was 
between 1.1 million and 1.6 million every year between 
2004 and 2016. However, in 2017 international traffic 
grew by over 30% to reach a record high of almost two 
million passengers. However, this still represents just 
12.6% of the airport’s total traffic, again, a surprisingly 
low proportion for an airport serving a capital city. 

Ukraine routes drive international growth 

The international traffic growth in 2017 was driven by 
new routes launched in 2016 by Pegasus Airlines to 
Amman (which saw a frequency increase in 2017) and 
Kiev IEV (which only launched right at the end of 2016). 
A new route to Odessa, launched in mid-July 2017 by 
Pegasus, also helped push up international demand as 
did Ukraine International Airlines’ service to Kiev KBP, 
which only launched in late October 2016. 

Pegasus drives growth in 2017 with domestic expansion 

A look at the airport’s monthly traffic figures since 2014 
shows the airport has a remarkably flat seasonality 
profile. In 2016 the peak month of August was only 24% 
busier than the quietest month that year, which was 
January. However, data for 2017 shows a dramatic jump 
in passengers from July onwards.  

This can be explained by Pegasus increasing the number 
of aircraft based at the airport from one to three and 
starting seven new domestic routes in mid-June. These 
were to Antalya (2-daily), Diyarbakir (daily), Edremit (3-
weekly), Erzurum (daily), Gaziantep (8-weekly), Trabzon 
(2-daily) and Van (daily). All of these routes were already 
served by Turkish Airlines who responded by increasing 
their own frequencies on many of the routes. In early 
August two more new domestic routes to Adiyaman (4-
weekly) and Tekirdag (daily) were also added by 
Pegasus.  

The start of the winter season then saw Pegasus launch 
two more domestic routes to Elazig (3-weekly) and 
Sanliurfa (2-weekly). Again, both routes were already 
served by the national carrier. Pegasus now competes 
head-to-head with Turkish Airlines on 13 of the top 14 
routes from Ankara as measured by weekly departures. 
At present, the airline is not planning any new routes for 
S18 from Ankara. 

SunExpress launched three new EU routes 

Other new seasonal services launched in 2017, according 
to FlightGlobal schedules data, included SunExpress 
adding new routes to Brussels, Hamburg and Vienna; 
Germania Flug launching flights from Zurich; Iraqi 
Airways adding Kabul service; Kam Air starting flights to 
Kabul and Mazar-e-Sharif; and Turkmenistan Airlines 
starting service to Ashgabat.  

Even Turkish Airlines launched a new route when it 
resumed service, after a seven-year gap, to Paris CDG 
with 2-weekly flights from the start of W17/18. 

Where are all the European flag-carriers? 

At present, apart from Turkish Airlines, the only 
European flag-carriers to serve Ankara are Lufthansa 
(from Munich) and Ukraine International Airlines (from 
Kiev KBP). Aeroflot, Air France, British Airways, KLM, SAS 
and SWISS are all conspicuous by their absence. Of the 
major Middle Eastern carriers, only Qatar Airways serves 
the Turkish capital with daily flights operated by a mix of 
its A320s and A321s. 

Non-stop flights to the UK are set to resume this summer 
when SunExpress begins 2-weekly service on 17 June to 
London LTN. British Airways operated daily flights from 
London LHR for much of 2006 and 2007 before British 
Midland took over the route for a year. More recently, 
Turkish Airlines operated to London STN between 
January and September 2011. 

Ankara traffic up 21% in 2017 as Pegasus increases competition with 
Turkish Airlines on domestic routes 
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Tunisia’s appeal as a holiday destination suffered 
considerably after the terrorist attack at Sousse on 26 June 
2015 which killed 38 tourists, including 30 from the UK. A 
further 40 people were injured. This came only three 
months after another attack at the Bardo National 
Museum in Tunis had resulted in the deaths of over 20 
people, mostly tourists.  

Prior to that, the country’s two main airports handling 
tourist traffic (Monastir and Enfidha) had seen combined 
annual passenger numbers of between 3.3 and 3.5 million. 
According to figures from ADP (which is a shareholder in 
TAV, the company which operates both Enfidha and 
Monastir airports) demand fell by 58% in 2015 to just 1.41 
million. In 2016, there was growth of 13% to 1.59 million 
passengers, while last year saw a further recovery with 
traffic up almost 6% to 1.68 million. 

UK leisure carriers returning in 2018 

According to UK CAA statistics, in 2014 there were over 
780,000 passengers on flights between UK airports and 
Enfidha, representing some 390,000 tourists. In 2016 there 
were none, with the only remaining flights between the UK 
and Tunisia being from London LHR and London LGW to 
Tunis operated by Tunisair. 

However, there appears to be more cause for optimism in 
2018 with many leisure carriers and tour operators 
apparently set to resume service to Tunisia, notably from 
the UK market. Thomas Cook Airlines resumed service to 
the country on 13 February when it flew some 220 
holidaymakers from Birmingham to Enfidha, followed later 
that day by another flight, this time from Manchester. A 
London LGW service operated the following day. Glasgow, 
London STN and Newcastle flights are set to resume in 
May. 

Another UK leisure airline, TUI Airways, is resuming flights 
to Enfidha at the beginning of May (just in time for the 
May Day Bank Holiday on 7 May) from four UK airports; 
Birmingham, Bristol, London LGW and Manchester.  

Germany, Polish and Russian markets set for growth  

With the Tunisian leisure market dominated by charter 
airlines, analysis of FlightGlobal schedules data fails to 
reveal the full extent of the apparent recovery in 2018. 

According to the airport’s Wikipedia page Enfidha is set to 
welcome many new services this summer. Apart from the 
returning UK carriers, Azur Air is set to expand its network 
of routes from Russia, TUI fly Deutschland is set to resume 
flights from Düsseldorf, Frankfurt and Hannover, while 
various carriers are adding routes from Poland. 

Monastir also set for growth in S18 

Monastir is also set to see a surge in traffic this summer. 
Bravo Airways is launching seasonal service from 
destinations in Ukraine, Condor is offering flights from 
three German airports, Enter Air is launching five routes 
from Poland, Germania is starting service from three 
German airports, while Nordwind Airlines is adding a raft 
of new routes from various Russian airports. 

Nouvelair, Tunisia’s local leisure carrier, is also growing 
significantly, in particular from Monastir. According to 
FlightGlobal schedules data the carrier is more than 
doubling scheduled capacity from the airport in S18 with 
Paris CDG, St. Petersburg and Moscow VKO being its three 
busiest routes for flights this summer. 

The top new routes appear to be to Germany and Poland, 
with Düsseldorf, Katowice and Warsaw WAW all being 
served on average at least 2-weekly this summer. Other 
new services (outside of Germany and Poland) include  Cluj
-Napoca, Copenhagen, Lille, Nantes, Verona and Vienna. 

The signs are therefore positive for Tunisian tourism in 
S18, but whether demand will return this year to the pre-
2015 levels remains to be seen. 

Tunisia back on the tourism map for UK holidaymakers in 2018;  
Germany, Poland and Russian markets also set for significant growth 

http://www.flightglobal.com/srsanalyser
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Despite the well-publicised and relatively sudden collapse 
of airberlin (and the confusion surrounding the fate of its 
Austrian-based subsidiary NIKI) towards the end of the 
year, Germany’s main airports reported a record 235 
million passengers in 2017, an increase of 5.1% over the 
previous record of 224 million, set in 2016. 

In 1995 the country’s main airports handled fewer than 
110 million passengers. In the subsequent 22 years traffic 
has grown in all but three of them; 2001 (-1.9%), 2002 (-
3.1%) and 2009 (-4.8%). The highest growth was in 2004 
when passenger numbers surged by almost 10%. Since 
2009, growth has been recorded every year, from a 
modest 0.5% in 2013 to over 5% in both 2010 and 2017. 

In the last 22 years the compound annual growth rate 
(CAGR) has been just under 3.6%. Breaking that period in 
two, the CAGR for the period 1995-2006 was 4.3% while in 
the period 2006-2017 it was 2.8%. One of the factors 
contributing to the slower growth in more recent years 
may be a government tax introduced on all flights at the 
end of 2010. German carriers have been complaining 
about the tax since its introduction, but there seems little 
hope at present that it will be withdrawn. 

ADV forecasts 4% growth in 2018 

The German trade association representing the country’s 
airports, ADV, issued a press release in late December 
predicting passenger growth of 4.2% in 2018. While its 
view on the domestic market was that there would be no 
growth, it forecast growth of 5.5% on international routes 
to other European destinations and 4.6% growth on 
intercontinental services. 

Berlin TXL and Düsseldorf hit hardest by airberlin collapse 

A look at individual growth rates across Germany’s busiest 
airports by month in 2017 clearly shows the impact that 
the collapse of airberlin had on the airline’s two main 
bases in Germany, Berlin TXL and Düsseldorf.  

The biggest airport serving the German capital first saw a  
year-on-year decline in passenger numbers in September 
(down 4%), which worsened in October (down 12%), 
November (down 21%) and December (down 25%), before 
showing a relative improvement in January 2018 (down 
18%). A similar pattern was seen at Düsseldorf, though the 
percentage declines were not as great. Here too, the 
airport has seen a relative improvement in the first month 
of 2018. 

The big spike in November for Frankfurt can partly be 
explained by the fact that the airline’s main carrier, 
Lufthansa, suffered a number of significant strikes in 
November 2016. However, despite this, passenger 
numbers were up 4.9% compared with November 2015. 
However, November 2015 had been an even worse month 
for Lufthansa strikes and passenger numbers at Frankfurt 
were down 11.3% that month. So, without major 
disruption at its main carrier, plus the growing presence of 
Ryanair (which is now in a close fight with Condor for 
being the airport’s second biggest carrier this winter), 
passenger numbers were up an unprecedented 20%. 

Based on geographic markets it was the domestic market 
which took the biggest hit in the last few months of 2017. 
Intra-German demand had already fallen year-on-year in 
February, April and June but airberlin’s woes meant that 
domestic traffic also feel by up to 5% in September, 
October and November, before dipping by over 10% in 
December. This would probably have been significantly 
more if Lufthansa had not opted to use larger aircraft, 
including 747s on some domestic routes. 

Capacity set to grow by around 2% this summer 

Looking ahead to this summer, FlightGlobal schedules data 
currently shows an increase in seat capacity of around 
2.2% with all of the top 15 airlines serving the German 
market showing capacity growth. Thanks to its new Berlin 
TXL base easyJet leads the way, with its presence in the 
German market doubling compared with last summer. It 
still lags behind Ryanair, which is the leading non-German 
carrier, and which is growing its own capacity by almost 
20% this summer.  

Whereas Ryanair operates from 14 German airports this 
summer (one more than in S17 with the addition of 
Munich flights from Dublin which started at the beginning 
of the W17/18 season), easyJet operates from just 10 
airports in the country, up from six in S17. While Berlin TXL 

German market grows 5% in 2017 despite airberlin/NIKI collapse; 
2018 likely to see more modest growth as market evolves 
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and Frankfurt are new additions to easyJet’s network, 
Cologne Bonn and Düsseldorf (neither served in S17) 
have both welcomed easyJet services in the past. 
easyJet’s doubling of German seat capacity in S18 is even 
more impressive when one takes into account that it is 
closing its Hamburg base, dropping almost 20 routes and 
cutting capacity there by just over 50%. 

As highlighted in Issue 10 of The ANKER Report, 
Germania is growing rapidly in S18, launching some 80 
new routes from various German regional airports, as 
well as establishing a presence at Berlin TXL. Its 
scheduled capacity is set to grow by around 50% and it 
will be operating over 200 routes in total. 

SWISS grows 40% by adding flights on existing routes 

The 40% growth in capacity offered by SWISS from 
German airports is not down to new routes, but rather 
an increase in frequency and capacity on existing routes, 
notably from Zurich to Düsseldorf (capacity up 105%), 
Berlin TXL (up 89%) and Hamburg (+50%). airberlin had 
previously served the Berlin and Düsseldorf routes while 
easyJet had connected Hamburg with Zurich.  

Capacity across all carriers on the Berlin TXL to Zurich 
route is set to grow 38% in S18, Hamburg to Zurich 
capacity is set to grow 15% in S18, while overall capacity 
on the Düsseldorf route is set to remain virtually 
unchanged. 

Frankfurt could see growth of 8% 

Looking at Germany’s top 20 airports reveals contrasting 
fortunes for some of its biggest airports. Since airberlin 
had only a small presence in Frankfurt, the country’s 
busiest airport is set to have a good year, as Lufthansa is 
growing its network and capacity, while Ryanair’s 
network will reach almost 40 routes. However, though 
Lufthansa’s capacity growth of 6% is dwarfed by 
Ryanair’s 244% growth, the German flag-carrier will 
actually be adding more seats into the market this 
summer (an extra 974,000) than Ryanair (an extra 
730,000). Between them, the two carriers account for 
over 75% of Frankfurt’s capacity growth this summer, 
which is estimated at 8%. 

Thanks to easyJet’s plans to base up to 25 aircraft at the 
airport by the end of the summer season, Berlin TXL is 
set to see only a modest 1% drop in overall seat capacity. 
This compares favourably with a 10% drop in seat 
capacity in Düsseldorf, where Eurowings will fill much of 
the lost airberlin capacity but not all of it.  

At present, eight of Germany’s top 20 airports are 
showing a reduction in summer seat capacity compared 
with S17, though this could easily still change in the 
coming weeks as airline schedules are finalised for the 
S18 season. The only two airports showing double-digit 
growth at present are Memmingen (which became a 

Ryanair base last September), and Dortmund. Wizz Air is 
the main driver of growth in Dortmund, with the 
addition of six new routes in S18 compared with S17. 
This will raise its network at the airport to 24 
destinations and makes Dortmund its ninth busiest 
airport overall, and second only to London LTN in 
western Europe. 

Greece and Turkey lead country market growth 

Analysis of capacity data by country market for the peak 
period of July to September (Q3) shows that at present 
the leading country market of Spain is showing a small 
decline compared with Q3 in 2017. However, other 
popular tourism markets such as Greece (+15%) and 
Turkey (+11%) are showing well above average growth. 

The largest central European markets of Poland (+14%), 
Croatia (+11%) and Romania (+10%) are also showing 
impressive growth in the third quarter of 2018.  

Ireland’s 20% growth is driven primarily by Ryanair 
which is increasing capacity by over 60% (thanks to new 
routes from Dublin to Munich and Stuttgart), while 
Eurowings (+41%) and Lufthansa (+15%) also contribute.  

Overall, given the loss of the country’s #2 carrier in late 
2017 and the on-going saga relating to the future of NIKI, 
the German market appears healthier in 2018 than 
might reasonably be expected. 
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Ukraine International Airlines (UIA) has faced some 
challenging times during the last decade. In 2006 it 
carried around one million passengers and its fleet had 
only just reached double figures. During the next six 
years passenger numbers grew to around 2.5 million and 
the fleet expanded to comprise around 20 aircraft. Then, 
in 2013, local rival AeroSvit collapsed. With the carrier 
around 70% larger than UIA in 2012 in terms of 
scheduled seat capacity, this created an opportunity for 
UIA to grow quickly and become the dominant carrier at 
the country’s major airport, Kiev KBP.  

Russian crisis triggers strategy shift 

UIA launched many new routes in 2013 and carried 
almost 4.5 million passengers that year. However, 
Russia’s military intervention in Crimea in 2014 led to a 
downturn in relations between Ukraine and Russia and 
passenger numbers fell to under four million, despite a 
small growth in scheduled seat capacity that year. 
According to FlightGlobal schedules data, all flights by 
UIA to Russia were suspended at the end of October 
2015, at which point the airline was flying 2-daily from 
Kiev KBP to both Moscow DME and St. Petersburg as 
well as serving Kaliningrad with 4-weekly flights. 

Speaking at CONNECT in Tbilisi recently, Daniel Ivanov, 
Director of Network Development at UIA explained that 
operating with reduced load factors encouraged the 
airline to develop a new network strategy based around 
connecting flights. Scheduled seat capacity grew by 22% 
in 2016 and by 29% in 2017, but much of this was 
achieved by increasing frequency on existing routes.  

Many new Kiev routes started 

Since S16 UIA has launched a raft of new routes from 
Kiev KBP to strengthen its position at the airport. 
Analysis of FlightGlobal schedules data suggests that UIA 
was responsible for 70% of scheduled seat capacity at 
Kiev KBP in 2017, with second-ranked Lufthansa having 
just 5% of capacity. New routes launched by UIA from 
Kiev KBP in the last two years (and their weekly 
frequency when launched) are: 

S16: Chernivtsi (7), Palanga (2), Venice VCE (3) 

W16: Ankara (7), Colombo (2), Düsseldorf (5) 

S17: Budapest (7), Kherson (7), Milan BGY (7) 

W17: Krakow (7) 

S18: Cairo (4), Copenhagen (9), Delhi (3), Toronto YYZ (3) 
and Vinnytsia (7) 

However, several routes have also been suspended in 
the last couple of years. In addition to all Russian routes, 
services to Kutaisi (Georgia) and Palanga (Lithuania) have 
been shelved.  

Comparing August 2013 and August 2018, UIA is serving 
the same number of destinations from Kiev KBP, 59, 
although several routes have been added and others 
have been dropped. However, the average weekly 
frequency on the routes this summer is 9.5 flights per 
week compared with 7.6 in S13. This growth in 
frequency, which makes connections more likely, has 
resulted in the airline reporting that in 2017 some 46% 
of its traffic was connecting. 

Traffic to reach 13 million by 2021? 

According to Ivanov, UIA is planning for sustained 
growth in the next four years, with the fleet set to grow 
significantly from some 40 aircraft now to 74 by 2021, 
and passenger numbers expected to climb from 6.9 
million in 2017 to 13.3 million in 2021. By then 55% of its 
traffic is expected to be transfer traffic in Kiev. UIA 
recently took deliver of its first 777 which will replace 
the airline’s 767s on long-haul routes 

Two new routes for S18 in top six for ASKs 

Looking at the airline’s busiest routes as measured by 
ASKs, the airline’s daily services to New York JFK and 
Beijing lead the way. Two new routes starting this 
summer, Delhi and Toronto, are already among the 
airline’s leading routes for ASKs, despite less than daily 
service.  

While most of the airline’s international capacity is from 
Kiev KBP it does operate a further 20 international 
routes spread across eight other airports in Ukraine, 
notably six routes from Odessa, including a 2-daily 
service to Istanbul IST. 

Ukraine International Airlines’ recent growth driven by transfer 
traffic; fleet set to grow by 30 aircraft by 2021 
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After over 48 years of commercial services and the 
production of over 1,500 aircraft, the Boeing 747 is 
becoming an increasingly rare sight at the world’s 
airports. According to The ANKER Report analysis of 
FlightGlobal schedules data for this summer, the original 
‘jumbo jet’ will now only be seen operating scheduled 
passenger flights at 17 airports across Europe. 

Number of carriers in Europe falls to 11 

The number of carriers operating 747 passenger services 
has fallen by two, from 13 to 11 as the total number of 
weekly flights in August has fallen by just over 5% from 
588 to 557.  The two airlines to have ceased 747 services 
in Europe are Delta Air Lines and United Airlines.  

Delta operated the 747 on its Amsterdam service from 
Detroit on a number of occasions last summer, notably 
in August. United used the 747 on its 2-daily San 
Francisco to Frankfurt service until the end of October 
2017. Since then it has used a variety of 777s and will 

also use the 787-9s starting in May. It also used the 747 
on one of its two daily flights from San Francisco to 
London LHR.  

BA focuses on US routes 

The biggest users of the 747 in Europe remain British 
Airways (from London LHR) and Lufthansa (from 
Frankfurt). British Airways will operate the aircraft on 20 
routes in August with New York JFK (43 weekly 
frequencies) being the route flown most often with the 
type, followed by Miami and Washington IAD (14 each), 
Las Vegas and Phoenix (10 each). Although predominant-
ly flown on US routes, BA also makes use of 747s on 
services to a range of destinations in Africa, notably 
Accra, Cape Town, Johannesburg, Lagos and Nairobi. The 
aircraft is not used on any Asian routes during August. 

Lufthansa serves multiple continents with 747 

Lufthansa uses its 747s on a total of 23 routes in August, 

all of which are served daily by the type, with the 
exception of Chicago and Washington IAD which are 
both served 2-daily. The Star Alliance carrier uses the 
type on a more geographically diverse network. Apart 
from US (and Canadian) routes it also serves Africa 
(Johannesburg), Asia (Bengaluru, Mumbai, Osaka KIX, 
Shanghai and Tokyo HND), Central and South America 
(Buenos Aires, Mexico City, Rio de Janeiro and Sao Paulo) 
and the Middle East (Tehran) with the type. 

Virgin Atlantic, the fourth-ranked 747 operator in 
Europe, operates seven flights per day from the UK with 
747s, but none are from London LHR. Instead, 26 of the 
49 weekly flights are from London LGW, 20 from 
Manchester, two from Glasgow GLA and one from 
Belfast BFS (to Orlando).  

The shortest sector flown by a 747 from Europe this 
summer is between Moscow VKO and Simferopol, a 
sector length of just 1,200 kilometres. 

British Airways and Lufthansa leading airlines for Boeing 747 flights 
in Europe in S18 as number of carriers falls from 13 to 11  
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Latest European route news 
Launched routes 

Air India has resumed non-stop service between 
Amritsar and Birmingham. Last served in October 2008 
with a 777, the carrier chose 20 February as the launch 
date for the new service. The 2-weekly (Tuesdays and 
Thursdays) service originates in Delhi and will be flown 
by the airline’s 787-8s. Basically, two of Air India’s daily 
flights from Delhi to Birmingham will now stop in 
Amritsar. Air India last flew non-stop between Amritsar 
and the UK in October 2010, when it suspended its non-
stop service to London LHR, a route it flew 4-weekly with 
777s. Birmingham becomes the seventh international 
destination served non-stop from Amritsar, and the only 
one in Europe, joining Ashgabat, Doha, Dubai, Kuala 
Lumpur, Singapore and Tashkent. 

Cobalt launched 3-weekly service between Larnaka and 
Abu Dhabi on 25 February. The 2,300-kilometre route 
will be flown with the airline’s 156-seat A320s which 
have 12 seats in Business Class. No other carrier 
connects the two airports, though Etihad Airways flew 
the route between June 2009 and S16. For more details 
on the evolution of Cobalt see page 2. 

The rapid network growth of easyJet from its new Berlin 
TXL base continued on 1 March with the launch of three 
new routes. Services to Helsinki and Milan MXP were 
launched with daily flights while Stockholm ARN flights 
began with 2-daily service. Finnair already serves the 
Finnish capital with 3-daily flights while SAS serves the 
Swedish capital 11-weekly. For easyJet this marks a 
return to Helsinki after a 7-year hiatus having last served 
the airport in 2011. On 3 March easyJet also began a 
weekly (Saturday) service between Berlin TXL and Pafos. 
The 2,500-kilometre is not served by any other carrier. 

HOP! began a 4-weekly domestic service between 
Marseille and Caen on 23 February using its 50-seat ERJ-
145s. The 770-kilometre is not currently served by any 
other carrier but Volotea will launch a rival 2-weekly 
service on 20 May using its larger 125-seat 717s. In 2017 
Caen Carpiquet Airport in Normandy welcomed almost 
181,000 passengers up a massive 30% compared with 
2016. This was driven primarily by Volotea’s new routes 
to Figari and Toulouse. 

Iran Air started service from Tehran to Belgrade on 3 

March. The 2-weekly service to Serbia will be flown by 
the airline’s A320s and faces no direct competition. This 
brings to 15 the number of destinations served in Europe 
by the Iranian flag-carrier with a total of 35 weekly 
flights.  

Nordavia is providing passengers with an alternative on 
the route between St. Petersburg and Minsk. The 
Russian carrier began 2-weekly (Fridays and Sundays) 
service on the 680-kilometre route on 23 February using 
its 737-500s. Belavia already connects the two airports 
with 32-weekly flights, using a mix of its CRJs, E175s, 737
-300s and 737-500s. 

Norwegian has been playing musical chairs in Paris. On 
28 February it moved its daily Oslo OSL service to Paris 
from Orly to CDG. On the same day it began 6-weekly 
service from Paris ORY to New York EWR increasing to 
daily for S18. This is the airline’s first US route from Orly. 
It already serves Fort Lauderdale, Los Angeles, New York 
JFK and Orlando from CDG and will add Boston (2 May), 
Denver (9 April) and Oakland (10 April) in the next few 
months. Norwegian already serves Newark from 
Barcelona and Rome FCO. 

Pobeda selected 21 February as the launch date for its 
new service between Moscow VKO and Venice TSF. The 
3-weekly service will operate on Mondays, Wednesdays 
and Saturdays using the airline’s 737-800s. According to 
flightradar24.com the inaugural flight of DP857 arrived a 
full 20 minutes ahead of schedule at the Italian airport. 
Indirect competition on the route comes from the LCC’s 
parent company Aeroflot, which flies 2-daily between 
Moscow SVO and Venice VCE and Ural Airlines, which 
operates a weekly (Saturday) service between Moscow 
DME and Venice VCE. Pobeda already serves two other 
Italian destinations from its main hub, namely Milan BGY 
and Pisa. 

Turkish Airlines has added Sierra Leone to its global 
network with the introduction of a 2-weekly service from 
Istanbul IST to Freetown via Ouagadougou on 24 
February. The service will be flown by the Star Alliance 
carrier’s 737-900ERs. Air France (3-weekly from Paris 
CDG), Brussels Airlines (4-weekly from Brussels BRU) 
and KLM (3-weekly from Amsterdam) already operate 
non-stop services from Europe to Freetown. The Air 
France service returns via Conakry (in Guinea) while the 
Brussels Airlines and KLM services return via Monrovia 
in Liberia.  

Announced routes 

Aeroflot is growing its presence in Italy this summer with 
the addition of two new routes from Moscow SVO to 
Naples and Verona. Both destinations will be served 
daily from 1 July using the SkyTeam carrier’s A320 fleet. 
Both Naples (5-weekly) and Verona (daily) are already 
served by S7 Airlines from Moscow DME. Aeroflot 
already serves Milan MXP and Rome FCO with 5-daily 
flights, Bologna 3-daily and Venice VCE 2-daily. This 
summer the Russian flag-carrier will operate 139 out of 
233 weekly flights between Russia and Italy with S7 
Airlines (40 weekly flights), Alitalia (23) and Pobeda (12) 
the next busiest carriers in the market. 

Air Malta has announced that it will start service to 
London SEN from Malta on 4 May. The route will 
operate 3-weekly (Tuesdays, Fridays and Saturdays) 
using the airline’s A320s. In addition, the Maltese carrier 
will also begin 2-weekly, non-stop flights from London 
SEN to both Cagliari (from 6 May) and Catania (from 7 
May). Cagliari in Sardinia (which will be the host city for 
CONNECT in June 2019) is already served from London 
by British Airways (6-weekly from Gatwick), easyJet 
(daily from Stansted) and Ryanair (3-weekly from 
Stansted). Catania in Sicily is already served from 
London by British Airways (daily from Gatwick), easyJet 
(9-weekly from Gatwick and 4-weekly from Luton), 
Norwegian (2-weekly from Gatwick) and TUI Airways 
(weekly from Gatwick).  
China Southern Airlines will increase its presence in 
Europe this summer with the addition of two new non-
stop routes. Starting on 30 May the airline plans to 
operate a 3-weekly non-stop service between Wuhan 
and London LHR using its A330-200s while on 12 July a 3-
weekly, non-stop 787-8 service will be introduced 

between Guangzhou and Rome FCO. Previously the 
Italian capital was served from Guangzhou via a stop in 
Wuhan. This brings to 13 the number of non-stop routes 
the SkyTeam carrier offers between China and Europe 
this summer on a total of 60 weekly flights. 

easyJet is adding several new, peak summer routes from 
French airports in S18. All will operate no more than 3-
weekly. Bastia and Nice will get two routes each, 
Bordeaux, Calvi, Lyon and Toulouse one each. At the 
destination end of the route Chania and Ibiza will share 
four of the new routes. 

Finnair will add Minsk to its network from 9 June with 
the introduction of a 2-weekly service from Helsinki. 
Operated by Nordic Regional on Tuesdays and Saturdays 
using its E190s, the 735-kilometre route is already served 
3-weekly by Belavia using CRJs.  

LOT Polish Airlines is having another crack at the 
Hannover market. Having previously served the German 
airport from Warsaw WAW between October 2007 and 
August 2008, and again between October 2012 and 
February 2013, the rapidly-expanding Polish flag-carrier 
is now planning 12-weekly services starting on 4 June. 
This time the airline will use Embraer E170s. The route 
was also previously served in 2005 by Centralwings. LOT 
will now serve eight German destinations this summer, 
up from five in S17, having resumed service to Berlin TXL 
on 4 December 2017 and announced plans to start 
Nuremberg service from 7 May. By growing its capacity 
to Germany by 60% this summer it has made Poland one 
of the fastest-growing country markets from Germany in 
S18 (see pages 6-7). 

Pobeda is adding Kaliningrad to its network with the 
launch of daily flights from both Moscow VKO (from 26 
March) and St. Petersburg (from 18 April). Kaliningrad, 
the major city in a Russian exclave between Poland and 
Lithuania, is already well served from Russia’s two 
biggest cities by Aeroflot, Red Wing, S7 Airlines and Ural 
Airlines. In 2017 Kaliningrad handled 1.78 million 
passengers, up 13.9% compared with 2016, ranking it as 
Russia’s 20th busiest airport. 

Apart from closing its Glasgow base and shifting capacity 
to Edinburgh Ryanair has also announced some new 
routes from its Palma de Mallorca base, notably its first 
ever routes to Berlin TXL and Düsseldorf. The ULCC is 
also adding new routes from Bristol to Shannon and 
from Memmingen to Brindisi and Zadar.  

Turkish Airlines has revealed plans to start service to 
Krasnodar in Russia. From 8 May the Turkish flag-carrier 
will begin 5-weekly service from Istanbul IST using its 
A319s. Krasnodar ranked as Russia’s ninth busiest 
airport in 2017 handling 3.5 million passengers, an 
increase of 17% compared with 2016. This was driven by 
a 65% increase in international traffic to almost 700,000 
passengers. Turkish Airlines will now serve 10 
destinations in Russia this summer with a total of 73 
weekly flights compared with 64 flights last summer. 

Vueling will expand its network from Lisbon this summer 
with the addition of 2-weekly flights from Bilbao 
(starting 26 March) and Palma de Mallorca (starting 2 
June). Vueling also serves the Portuguese capital from 
Amsterdam, Barcelona, Ibiza, Paris ORY and Zurich. 

Wataniya Airways will become the third carrier to 
connect Kuwait City with Istanbul SAW from the start of 
S18. The Kuwaiti carrier will operate a daily service using 
its A320s. Competition comes from Pegasus Airlines (11-
weekly) and Turkish Airlines (daily). In addition, 
AtlasGlobal, Jazeera Airways, Kuwait Airways and 
Turkish Airlines all connect the Kuwaiti capital with 
Istanbul IST. 

Wizz Air has unveiled a few more routes for S18 and one 
for W18/19. From 14 May it will connect Szczecin and 
Stockholm NYO with 2-weekly flights. Neither airport is a 
Wizz Air base and this is only the ULCC’s fifth ever route 
from the Polish airport. It still serves Bergen, Oslo TRF 
and Stavanger, but dropped its London LTN service last 
year. Starting the same day is another route connecting 
two non-bases, Olsztyn-Mazury and Dortmund, which 
will also be served 2-weekly. Finally, Cluj-Napoca in 
Romania will welcome new routes to Vienna (2-weekly 
from 30 May) and Lyon (2-weekly from 20 November). 
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Latest European airport traffic statistics 
Data published here has been made public between 19 February and 2 March 2018. 

Country Sources: Individual airports, airport authorities, government statistics and ACI Europe. (YTD: Year to date) 

Austria January: Innsbruck pax -7.2% to 164k; Graz pax -0.4% to 58,236. 

Cyprus January: All airports pax +6.5% to 389k; Larnaca pax +6.1% to 312k; Paphos pax +7.9% to 76,816. 

Czech Republic January: Prague pax +10.5% to 933k. 

Denmark 
February: Aalborg pax +7.6% to 114k; Aarhus pax +15.2% to 27,782. 
YTD (Feb): Aalborg pax +4.3% to 231k; Aarhus pax +12.3% to 56,304. 

France 
January: Lyon pax +7.0% to 730k; Marseille pax +4.9% to 604k; Lille pax +20.0% to 112k; Grenoble pax -10.3% to 73,053; Brest pax +4.0% to 72,740; Ajaccio pax 
+5.5% to 58,143; Chambery pax +11.2% to 50,755. 

Germany 

January: All airports (ADV) pax +0.6% to 14.87m, flights +0.2% to 150k. Europe pax +3.2% to 8.58m, domestic pax -5.5% to 3.23m, intercontinental pax +0.7% 
to 3.06m. 
January: Düsseldorf pax -9.4% to 1.42m; Hamburg pax +0.7% to 1.09m; Berlin TXL pax -18.3% to 1.12m; Berlin SXF pax -1.2% to 881k; Cologne Bonn pax +2.0% 
to 760k; Stuttgart pax +6.6% to 634k; Nuremberg pax +10.3% to 237k; Dortmund pax +15.3% to 152k; Frankfurt HHN pax -5.9% to 151k; Bremen pax +6.6% to 
147k; Leipzig/Halle pax +5.4% to 117k; Dresden pax -2.6% to 97,081; Weeze pax +9.1% to 91,357; Karlsruhe/Baden-Baden pax +26.1% to 67,093. 
February: Rostock pax +20.0% to 13,463. YTD pax +8.6% to  23,427. 

Greece 
January: All airports pax +3.7% to 1.98m.  
December: Heraklion pax +28.4% to 99,170. 

Hungary January: Debrecen pax +25.6% to 24,070. 

Ireland January: Shannon pax +3.5% to 104k. 

Italy 

January: All airports (Assaeroporti) pax +5.7% to 11.39m; international pax +6.5% to 7.18m; domestic pax +4.4% to 4.19m; flights +4.0% to 95,718.  
January: Rome FCO pax -1.3% to 2.63m; Milan MXP pax +10.6% to 1.60m; Milan BGY pax +7.9% to 932k; Milan LIN pax -5.8% to 668k; Bologna pax +11.1% to 
599k; Venice VCE pax +6.0% to 566k; Catania pax +9.0% to 554k; Naples pax +52.0% to 532k; Rome CIA pax +0.2% to 464k; Palermo pax +19.9% to 374k; Turin 
pax -2.6% to 319k; Bari pax +11.7% to 316k; Pisa pax -1.7% to 276k; Venice TSF pax +26.0% to 248k; Cagliari pax +9.6% to 231k; Verona pax +7.8% to 192k; 
Florence pax +9.0% to 171k; Lamezia Terme pax -1.5% to 151k; Brindisi pax +8.9% to 141k; Genoa pax +1.5% to 73,542; Alghero pax -9.4% to 53,390; Olbia pax 
+12.9% to 51,059; Trieste pax -2.7% to 49,482; Trapani pax -49.2% to 41,494. 

Switzerland January: Basel pax +11.0% to 465k. 

Ukraine January: Kharkiv pax +25.5% to 59,587. 

UK 

December: All airports (CAA) pax +1.4% to 20.28m. Belfast BHD pax +1.0% to 183k; Jersey pax +5.6% to 111k; Norwich pax -5.3% to 31,666. 
YTD (Dec): All airports (CAA) pax +6.1% to 288.04m. Belfast BHD pax -4.0% to 2.56m; Jersey pax +1.9% to 1.64m; Norwich pax +18.1% to 528k. 
January: Glasgow pax -2.9% to 580k; Belfast BFS pax -3.9% to 364k; London LCY pax +6.0% to 321k; Newcastle pax +1.4% to 282k; East Midlands pax -3.1% to 
213k; Aberdeen pax +6.8% to 218k; Leeds Bradford pax +1.3% to 177k; Southampton pax +3.5% to 130k; London SEN pax +25.0% to 65,710; Cardiff pax +7.9% 
to 70,749; Isle of Man pax +1.0% to 54,582; Exeter pax +14.2% to 52,007; Guernsey pax +2.0% to 51,470; Bournemouth pax -4.9% to 31,379; Norwich pax -
4.6% to 28,422; Glasgow PIK pax +1.2% to 24,815; Newquay pax +16.0% to 20,231. 

For the third month in a row Frankfurt and Istanbul IST are 
showing the greatest increase in scheduled seat capacity 
compared with a year ago. Both airports are set to offer 
more than 300,000 additional departing seats in March.  

Compared with the rankings in February, Ankara has 
moved from fourth to third place displacing Amsterdam.  
For more on the impressive growth at the airport serving 
the Turkish capital see page 4 of this issue of The ANKER 
Report. The Dutch hub drops to eighth in March as 
measured by additional seat capacity. 

Moscow SVO moves from eighth in February to fourth in 
March, while Madrid, Lisbon, Barcelona and Milan MXP 
maintain their positions in fifth, sixth, seventh and ninth 
respectively. 

Paris CDG is highest new entry in top 15 

Compared with February, Paris CDG (10th) is the highest 
new entry (it had ranked 14th in January before falling to 
16th in February), ahead of Rome FCO (12th) and Dublin 
(14th). These three airports replace Oslo OSL, Istanbul 
SAW and Budapest which ranked 12th, 13th and 14th in 
February. 

As a result, Italy now has three airports in the top 15 with 
Rome FCO joining Milan MXP and Naples. Leading the 
capacity increase in the Italian capital are Blue Panorama, 
Vueling, Alitalia, Eurowings and Norwegian, while Ryanair 
is the biggest cutter of seat capacity at Rome FCO in March 
compared with last March. 

The fastest percentage growth rates among the top 15 
airports are Naples (+41.4%), Ankara (+27.2%), Warsaw 
WAW (+17.8%) and Lisbon (+15.6%). 

German airports continue to prop up rankings 

At the other end of the rankings the top three fastest-
shrinking airports are Düsseldorf (167,000 fewer seats), 
Berlin TXL (68,000 fewer seats) and Moscow DME (46,000 

fewer seats). For the two German airports the capacity 
shortfall is actually slightly greater than in February, with 
Düsseldorf seat capacity currently down around 12% and 
Berlin TXL capacity down around 6%. Hamburg (33,000 
fewer seats) and Berlin SXF (23,000 fewer seats) are both 
registering around 4% fewer seats than in March 2017 

In percentage terms there is cause for concern in Bari (seat 
capacity down 19%), Gibraltar (down 39%) and Trapani 
(down 57%). The biggest airports that had flights in March 

2017 but do not have any scheduled services in March 
2018 are Siirt in Turkey (following the collapse of Borajet 
last April) and St. Etienne in France, from where Ryanair 
used to serve Fez and Porto in 2017. 

Across all airports in Europe the number of flights is 
estimated to be up 3.9% in March, seat capacity is up an 
estimated 5.8%, while ASKs are up 8.0%, reflecting an 
increase in average aircraft size and an increase in average 
sector length. 

Frankfurt and Istanbul IST top European seat growth rankings for 
March; flights up 4%, seats up 6% and ASKs up 8% 
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service flown by Helvetic Airways in S15 and S16) and on 
the 1,436-kilometre sector to Geneva (a weekly service 
operated in W14 by Flybe and in W16 by easyJet). easyJet 
is the biggest carrier in Inverness accounting for half of all 
scheduled seat capacity and operating year-round services 
to Bristol, London LGW and London LTN. 

easyJet: Scotland’s #1 airline 

Across all Scottish airports easyJet remains the country’s 
leading carrier ahead of Flybe, Ryanair and British Airways 
who are closely matched in terms of seat capacity. easyJet 
operates flights from Aberdeen, Edinburgh, Glasgow and 
Inverness and increased capacity at all of these airports in 
2017, by between 4% and 8%. Only two new Scottish 
routes were launched by easyJet in 2017, from Edinburgh 
to Bilbao (on 30 April) and from Edinburgh to Sofia (on 16 
December).  

Ryanair operates from Edinburgh, Glasgow GLA and 
Glasgow PIK and also resumed service from Aberdeen in 
2017, with the introduction of flights to Alicante and 
Malaga from February and Faro from May. Malta will be 
added to its Aberdeen network in S18. In total, Ryanair 
launched 28 new routes from Scottish airports during 
2017, 16 from Edinburgh, seven from Glasgow GLA, three 
from Aberdeen and two from Glasgow PIK (to Girona and 
Rzeszow, both destinations previously served by Ryanair 
from the airport).  

British Airways serves London LHR from Aberdeen, 
Edinburgh, Glasgow GLA and Inverness, as well as London 
LCY and London LGW from Edinburgh and Glasgow. During 
S17 it also flew 17 times from Edinburgh to Palma de 
Mallorca using Embraer aircraft normally based at London 
LCY.  

Flybe, thanks to its partnership with Loganair, operated 
from 13 Scottish airports in 2017. However, this 
partnership was terminated at the end of August 2017 
when Loganair became an independent airline. Instead 
Flybe began a relationship with Eastern Airways, signing a 
five-year franchise agreement which took effect from the 
start of the W17/18 season.  

KLM is the leading carrier from mainland Europe, ranked 
sixth overall, having been overtaken by Jet2.com. The UK 
leisure airline, which operates bases from both Edinburgh 
and Glasgow, increased its Scottish seat capacity by 29% in 
2017. Most of this increase came from additional capacity 
on existing routes, but around 5% of the growth came 
from the addition of six new routes from Edinburgh (to 
Almeria, Funchal, Girona, Murcia, Naples and Thessaloniki) 
and one new route from Glasgow (to Dubrovnik). 

Loganair now fully independent carrier 

With a fleet of over 20 turboprop aircraft, the biggest of 
which are its 50-seat Saab 2000s, Loganair now promotes 
itself as “Scotland’s Airline” and flies to around 30 
destinations across the UK, Ireland and Norway according 
to its on-line booking tool. It also codeshares with British 
Airways and bmi regional. Its top five airports for flights in 
Q2 2018 are Kirkwall, Glasgow, Edinburgh, Sumburgh and 
Stornoway.  

Ryanair’s strategic switch analysed 

Last week Ryanair announced that it would be closing its 
Glasgow GLA base with the loss of 19 routes and moving 
the aircraft to Edinburgh instead. It will move five of the  
‘lost’ Glasgow GLA routes to Edinburgh (Berlin SXF, Derry, 
Lisbon, Riga and Sofia), two routes operating in S18 
(Gothenburg and Hamburg) will continue into the winter 
season, while routes to Memmingen, Stockholm NYO and 
Tallinn will resume, leaving only Seville as a genuinely new 
route from Edinburgh this winter. 

Although Ryanair claims Glasgow GLA is just a one aircraft 
base, in S18 it will be operating over 90 departing flights 
per week from the airport. Ryanair usually likes to 
schedule three rotations per day per aircraft, every day of 
the week, making 21 rotations per week. However, with 
Scottish based aircraft this is harder to achieve because of 
the sector length of many of the routes served. If we use a 
figure of 18 rotations per week for one aircraft then 
Ryanair’s Glasgow GLA operations are equivalent to a five 
aircraft base in summer. If we assume the winter 
programme of flights to Dublin (3-daily), Krakow (2-
weekly) and Wroclaw (2-weekly) is maintained in S19 then 
that equates to little more than one aircraft, suggesting 
that Ryanair’s reduction in Glasgow GLA capacity is really 
much closer to four aircraft than just one. 

Ryanair highlighted the fact that it was harder to be 
profitable in the Glasgow GLA market than in Edinburgh 
and analysis of fare data collected by Aviation Analytics 

and analysed by The ANKER Report would seem to confirm 
this. Across the routes served by Ryanair from both 
airports in S17 the  fare premium at Edinburgh compared 
with Glasgow varied between £2 and £10 with an average 
of £4.50. That is quite a significant difference at Ryanair’s 
average fare levels. 

Ryanair’s Edinburgh base will now offer 45 destinations 
but whether Scottish capacity for the ULCC in S19 will be 
greater than in S18 remains to be seen. Meanwhile there 
are no concrete signs that the Scottish government is able 
to reduce (or eliminate) the Air Passenger Duty which 
Ryanair highlighted as a major factor in its decision. 


