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With the start of the summer season (S18) just five weeks 
away, most airlines will have pretty much finalised their plans 
for the next few months, especially Europe’s main legacy 
airlines operating at the most slot-constrained airports. In this 
issue of The ANKER Report we take a look at the network 
developments for 23 of Europe’s main flag-carriers at 26 hub 
airports across the continent (Lufthansa has two main hubs and 
SAS three). Nearly all are adding at least one new non-stop 
destination from their main hub(s), while all but six have also 
dropped at least one route (served non-stop) from their home 
hub(s). 

The analysis compares schedule data for May to September 
2018 with the same period in 2017. For those airlines that 
temporarily moved their Vilnius operations last summer to 
Kaunas due to runway works in the Lithuanian capital, this is 
not counted as a dropped route for S18. The graph below 
shows the airline hubs ranked by seat capacity in the period 
under investigation. 

Turkish Airlines running out of new destinations? 

The Turkish flag-carrier already serves more destinations non-
stop from a single airport than any other carrier in the world 
and also flies to more countries than any other. Its Istanbul IST 
operations are still around 20% bigger in terms of seat capacity 
than its nearest rival (Lufthansa in Frankfurt) and capacity 
growth is expected to be around 7% this summer. However, the 
airline is only adding three new non-stop routes compared with 
last summer; to Aqaba (Jordan), Nevsehir (Turkey) and 
Samarkand (Uzbekistan). In addition, it is launching two, new 
one-stop services to Freetown (Sierra Leone) and Moroni 
(Comoros). Two routes served last summer, Münster/
Osnabrück and Turin, are no longer served in S18, resulting in a 
net gain of just one in terms of non-stop destinations served. 

Air France and Lufthansa lead way for network expansion 

Ignoring the case of Brussels Airlines, which is registering 28 
new destinations this summer after taking over Thomas Cook 
Airlines Belgium at the end of last summer, the leading airlines 
for network expansion this summer are Air France (at Paris 
CDG) and Lufthansa (at Frankfurt). Both are serving over a 
dozen new destinations compared with last summer, while also 
dropping relatively few routes. Despite this, both are recording 

relatively modest capacity growth from their hubs. Both, 
curiously, are dropping a route to Scotland – Air France to 
Glasgow and Lufthansa to Aberdeen. Dammam, which was 
previously served non-stop from Frankfurt by the German flag-
carrier, is now being served via Riyadh. 

British Airways has clear-out of underperforming routes 

The UK flag-carrier has added six new destinations to its London 
LHR network this summer, with Nashville being the stand-out 
new route. The other new routes (to Almeria, Figari, Kefalonia, 
the Seychelles and Tenerife TFS) are more leisure-oriented 
destinations. Of the seven dropped routes (Asturias, Bergen, 
Biarritz, Kos, Montpellier, Paris ORY and Stavanger) only Paris 
ORY has, in effect, been transferred to another airport, in this 
case London LCY.  

The decision to drop not one, but two routes to Norway (both 
launched in 2012 after taking over bmi British Midland), will be 
greeted with delight by Norwegian, which serves both markets 

from London LGW. Asturias and Biarritz were both only 
launched by BA in S16 while Montpellier was added to the 
network only last summer, having previously been served from 
London LGW a decade earlier. 

TAROM and Czech Airlines will not be celebrating this summer 

Despite being the flag-carriers at two fast-growing airports in 
2017 (Bucharest traffic was up 17% and Prague traffic was up 
18%), neither TAROM nor Czech Airlines appear to be starting 
any new routes from their home hubs in S18. While Czech 
Airlines has suspended three routes (to Malmö, Riyadh and 
Verona), TAROM’s network remains unchanged for S18 with no 
destinations dropped. Despite this, both are still growing 
capacity from their hubs this summer, by 4% and 10% 
respectively. 

Other airlines which avoided having to drop any destinations 
since last summer are Adria Airways (from Ljubljana), airBaltic 
(from Riga), Finnair (from Helsinki) and LOT Polish Airlines 
(from Warsaw WAW). After British Airways, the airline with the 
next most number of dropped routes is Alitalia. The Italian flag-
carrier has chosen to drop two domestic routes (to Ancona and 
Alghero) as well as international routes to Beijing, Havana and 
Kiev KBP. Blue Air has 
taken over the Alghero 

Air France and Lufthansa lead hub 
network growth rankings in S18 
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In this issue we detail how nearly all of 
Europe’s major flag-carriers are adding 
(and dropping) routes from their main 
hubs this summer (though TAROM 
appears to be doing neither!). 

We look at Europe’s two fastest-
growing top 20 airports in 2017, 
Manchester and Moscow SVO, take a 
closer look at the rapid rise in Germany 
of 30-year-old Germania, and see what 
impact Ryanair’s entry into the 
Jordanian market is likely to have. 
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The UK’s busiest airport outside of London handled 
almost 28 million passengers in 2017, up 8.5% compared 
with 2016. This made it the second-fastest growing 
airport last year among Europe’s top 20 airports 
according to ACI Europe statistics, beaten only by 
Moscow SVO (see page 7). This was the seventh straight 
year in which demand grew by more than 4%. As a 
result, traffic has surged by 57% since 2010.  

Between 1986 and 2005 Manchester Airport had seen 
demand virtually treble, from 7.5 million to 22.1 million 
passengers. A public inquiry in the mid-90s approved the 
building of a second, close parallel runway. This became 
operational in February 2001. Between 2005 and 2007 
demand remained remarkably stable at 22.1 million 
passengers. The next three years saw traffic fall by an 
alarming 20% to 17.7 million, before the recent 
sustained recovery began. It took until 2015 for the 
airport to pass the previous passenger record set in 
2006. 

Growth slows in late 2017 

However, while traffic for 2017 as a whole grew by 8.5%, 
in the last quarter of the year demand was up by just 
2.2%, partly as a result of the collapse of Monarch 
Airlines in early October. Monarch was the airport’s 
seventh biggest airline by scheduled seat capacity in 
2017. Looking ahead, scheduled seat capacity in the first 
quarter of 2018 is currently estimated to be down 
almost 2%. In the second quarter capacity is still 
currently down 1% despite growth from each of the top 
five airlines. Ryanair is doing its bit by adding 10 new 
routes, nine of them starting in June. As a result, the 
airline’s capacity in Q3 will be up an estimated 19%.  

Jet2.com will also see double-digit capacity growth with 
a new route to Verona and the resumption of services to 
Bergerac. Despite this, capacity cuts from American 
Airlines (no longer serving New York JFK), Flybe (no 
longer serving Inverness or Norwich - which are now 
flown by Loganair), Norwegian (no longer serving 
Alicante, Barcelona or Malaga) and Vueling (no longer 
serving Alicante, Rome FCO or Tenerife TFS), plus the 
demise of Monarch Airlines, means that even in Q3, 
capacity at Manchester is still set to be around 1% below 
that seen in 2017. 

No airline has more than 15% of seats 

No single carrier is dominant at Manchester. The 
airport’s biggest airline in 2017 was Ryanair, which only 
accounted for an estimated 15% of seat capacity, with 
easyJet (12%) the only other carrier with more than 10% 
of seats. According to analysis of FlightGlobal schedules 
data, Manchester was Ryanair’s ninth biggest base last 
year while for easyJet the airport ranked just 13th. 
However, the airport is the largest base of operations for 
Flybe, Jet2.com and Thomas Cook Airlines.  

Ryanair’s share of the airport’s traffic is likely to increase 
in 2018 as it launches a new daily service to Belfast BFS 
at the start of S18 (taking on easyJet directly and Flybe 
indirectly), followed by new routes to Agadir, Almeria, 
Cagliari, Palermo, Ponta Delgada, Porto, Reus, Rhodes 
and Venice TSF starting in early June. easyJet is currently 
only adding one new route, to Genoa, starting on 29 
March. 

Thomas Cook Airlines is growing its network from its 
biggest base with new routes starting this summer to 

Dubrovnik, Funchal, Girona, Mytilene, Santa Clara (in 
Cuba), Seattle/Tacoma, Thessaloniki and Varna. 

British Airways, which ranked only ninth for seat capacity 
at the airport in 2017, will start two new services in May. 
It will begin weekly flights to Florence (a destination not 
served by any other carrier) and also weekly flights to 
Dublin, using the Embraer aircraft based at London LCY 
during the week. The Irish capital is already served 
multiple times daily by both Aer Lingus and Ryanair, 
making the BA route something of a curiosity. 

Poland and Iceland biggest new markets since 2010 

While scheduled seat capacity grew by 52% between 
2010 and 2017, the leading market to Spain saw an 87% 
increase in seats, while neighbouring Portugal saw 
capacity growth of 165%. Routes to Italy witnessed a 
mammoth increase of 336%, but UK domestic routes 
registered a 20% decrease in capacity. 

The biggest country markets in 2017 that were not 
served at all in 2010 are Poland, Iceland, Saudi Arabia, 
Hong Kong and China.  

Manchester has record 2017 but growth will slow in 2018 
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Germany: Passenger numbers fell by almost 1% in 
December in the aftermath of airberlin’s collapse. Not 
surprisingly Berlin TXL and Düsseldorf were the two 
airports to suffer the most. Seven of the top 12 airlines 
registered double-digit capacity growth as airlines were 
quick to fill gaps left by the failed German carrier. 

Netherlands: Driven by almost 5% growth in Amster-
dam, Dutch airport traffic grew by 4.4% in December, 
though Rotterdam traffic fell sharply by almost 18%. All 
of the country’s leading airlines registered solid growth, 
led by (U)LCC’s Wizz Air (+14%), Vueling (+11%), and 
Ryanair (+10%).  

Poland: Poland’s airports finished the year strongly with 
passenger growth of just under 14%. Five of the top 
seven airports registered double-digit growth with 
Poznan leading the way (+36%). Impressively, LOT grew 
its capacity faster (+32%) than both Wizz Air (+23%) and 
Ryanair (+11%). 

http://www.hermesairports.com/


 

The ANKER Report  Issue 10: Monday 19 February 2018 4 

Following the apparent success of its entry into the Israeli 
market, Ryanair recently announced plans to start 
operating 14 routes to Jordan; 10 to the capital Amman 
and four to the resort city of Aqaba. All of these routes, 
with one exception, will launch at the start of the W18/19 
season, giving the airline plenty of time to market and 
promote the routes. However, 4-weekly flights between 
Paphos in Cyprus and Amman will begin on 27 March. 

What Israel and Jordan have in common is that they have 
both been working with the EU on creating a more open 
environment for carriers wanting to operate in these 
markets. Jordan signed the Euro-Mediterranean Aviation 
Agreement with the EU on 15 December 2010, having 
signed a ‘horizontal’ agreement with the EU in February 
2008. It is worth recalling that easyJet began flights to 
Amman from London LGW as long ago as March 2011, but 
these were suspended in May 2014.  

Amman Airport handles almost 8 million pax in 2017 

Jordan’s main airport serving the capital handled just over 
7.9 million passengers in 2017, up almost 7% on the 
previous year. That followed growth of just over 4% in 
2016 and virtually no growth in 2015. The airport’s leading 
route for capacity in 2017 was Dubai, followed by Jeddah, 
Cairo, Riyadh, Kuwait City, Doha, Istanbul IST, Beirut, Abu 
Dhabi and Baghdad. The leading EU destination was 
London LHR which ranked at number 11 followed by 
Frankfurt and Paris CDG.  

According to FlightGlobal schedules data, flights to Europe 
accounted for just over 20% of the airport’s seat capacity 
last year. A total of 20 European airports were served in 
2017, one more than in 2016 thanks to the addition of 
Antalya flights operated by both Pegasus and Turkish 
Airlines.  

Royal Jordanian share of European market shrinking 

Looking at scheduled seat capacity to Europe since 2004, 
Royal Jordanian’s share has been consistently between 
55% and 63% for all except the last two years. In 2016 the 
oneworld carrier’s share fell to 51% and last year saw it dip 
below 50% for the first time, to 47%. This was primarily 
because of Pegasus establishing itself after launching 
service from Ankara to Amman in March 2016. Initially the 
route was just flown 3-weekly, but this has now increased 
to daily. Alitalia also increased frequency and capacity on 
its Rome FCO service. 

Royal Jordanian added no new routes to Europe in 2017 
and cut capacity by an estimated 2%, partly due to 
dropping routes to Ankara and Kiev KBP during 2016. The 
airline’s last new non-stop service to Europe appears to 
have been Berlin TXL which launched in 2011. Since then it 
has also dropped non-stop service to Brussels and Milan 
MXP. However, at the beginning of June the carrier will 
add a 3-weekly Copenhagen service to its network, flown 
by its A320s. 

Ryanair routes from 11 countries 

Ryanair’s 10 routes to Amman are spread across airports in 
eight different countries; Belgium (Brussels BRU), Cyprus 
(Paphos), Czech Republic (Prague), Hungary (Budapest), 
Italy (Bologna and Milan BGY), Lithuania (Vilnius), Poland 
(Krakow and Warsaw WMI) and Romania (Bucharest).  

Curiously, the four routes to Aqaba will all be from airports 
not serving Amman; Athens, Cologne Bonn, Rome CIA and 
Sofia. All of these routes have been announced as 
operating 2-weekly with the exception of the Milan BGY 
route which will be 3-weekly. None of these new Jordanian 
routes are from Ryanair’s bases in Ireland, Portugal, Spain 
or the UK.  

Aqaba set to see significant tourism growth 

Aqaba is the only coastal city in Jordan, located at the tip 
of the Red Sea, and is a low-tax, duty-free city that has 
attracted several major tourism projects. Its coral reefs 
make it one of the best areas in the world for diving. Apart 
from regular flights to Amman with Royal Jordanian, 
Aqaba Airport also has regular scheduled flights to Beirut 
and Cairo.  

In addition to Ryanair’s four new routes to Aqaba, Turkish 
Airlines will resume service from Istanbul IST starting next 
month. It operated the route between S13 and S16, but 
not in S17.  Another landmark route for the airport will be 
the launch on 16 June of flydubai’s 4-weekly flights from 
Dubai DXB, enabling additional global connectivity. 

Europe to Jordan market set for big boost in W18/19 from 14 new 
Ryanair routes; Royal Jordanian to add Copenhagen link in June 
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Baltics: Passenger growth of over 16% was recorded 
across the airports of the Baltic states in January with all 
four of the main airports growing by at least 13%. 
airBaltic, LOT and Wizz Air all registered capacity growth 
in the region of more than 20%. 
Norway: Modest growth of just over 2% in January was 

driven more by Norwegian (with help from Wizz Air) 
than by SAS. Among the top six airports only Oslo TRF 
recorded growth of more than 6%. 
Turkey: Airports in Turkey registered passenger growth 
of almost 30% in January, with Ankara and the two 
Istanbul airports leading the way. Turkish Airlines carried 

37% more passengers with its load factor improving 
from 72.5% to 79.8% as ASKs increased by 17%. 
Ukraine: Capacity in Ukraine grew by 9% in January, 
though government figures suggest that passenger 
numbers grew by almost 18% to 1.25 million. Kiev IEV 
and Lviv both saw passenger growth of more than 40%. 

http://www.gva.ch/b2b
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In the race to fill the capacity lost by the collapse of 
airberlin, lots of attention has been paid to Lufthansa, its 
in-house LCC Eurowings and easyJet. However, other 
carriers have also grasped the opportunity to expand 
into proven markets. One of these is Germania, an 
airline which has been around in one form or another 
since the mid-80s.  

In recent years the airline has evolved into what, 
arguably, airberlin used to be, an independent airline 
that flies from a wide range of German airports to leisure 
destinations in and around the Mediterranean. In 2017 it 
carried 3.3 million passengers, with around 40% of those 
having made seat-only bookings. 

Only easyJet growing faster in Germany this summer 

According to The ANKER Report analysis of the latest 
FlightGlobal schedules data for S18 (April to October), 
Germania is set to increase its scheduled seat capacity 
from German airports this summer by 50% compared 
with S17. Only easyJet, thanks to its new Berlin TXL base, 
is growing faster. However, even before airberlin’s 
demise Germania had been growing its scheduled 
services significantly in recent years. S16 capacity was up 
25% on S15, while S17 growth was also close to 50% 
according to schedule data. 

The airline’s growth has resulted in some seasonality 
issues. This summer, in July and August, the carrier will 
be operating nearly three times as many flights as it did 
in January. Back in 2015 it was less than twice as many, 
with the ratio of flights in August to January increasing 
every year since.  

Palma de Mallorca is #1 airport for seats in S18 

This summer, as last summer, Palma de Mallorca will be 
the airline’s busiest airport for flights and seats. It will 
serve the Spanish airport from nine German airports, all 
connected by at least 3-weekly flights. Nuremberg (14-
weekly) and Bremen (10-weekly) will have more than 
daily flights during the peak August period.  

The next five busiest airports are all in Germany. 
Nuremberg and Düsseldorf will see Germania capacity 
more than double this summer, Dresden will see an 
increase of almost 50% while Berlin TXL is a new airport 
for the carrier. Pristina’s rapid growth as a destination is 
driven by the airline providing aircraft for Air Prishtina, 
though flights operate with Germania’s ST flight 
numbers. 

While Palma’s seat growth is a relatively modest 13% 
this summer, Antalya capacity is up 83% suggesting a 
recovery in the German market for tourism to Turkey. 
Similarly, capacity growth of 183% to Hurghada indicates 
a possible improvement in the troubled Egyptian market.  

Over 80 new routes this summer 

This summer Germania will be operating almost 200 
routes with an average weekly frequency of just 2.1. This 
includes over 80 routes that the airline did not operate 
last summer. Berlin TXL and Düsseldorf will both 
welcome 18 new services, Nuremberg 12, Berlin SXF 
eight, Dresden six and Munich five. In terms of 
destinations, Hurghada will get seven new routes, 
Pristina five, and the three Greek destinations of 
Heraklion, Kos and Thessaloniki four each. 

Apart from Berlin TXL, other new airports served by 
Germania this summer that were not served with 
scheduled services last summer include Barcelona, 
Basel/Mulhouse, Bastia, Istanbul IST, Marsa Alam 
(Egypt),  Monastir (Tunisia), Paris CDG, St. Petersburg, 
Thessaloniki and Verona. 

Fleet renewal with A320neos coming in 2020 

According to planespotters.net the airline currently has a 
fleet of 29 aircraft; 10 737-700s, 14 A319s and five 
A321s. This includes two A319s and one A321 used by its 
Swiss subsidiary Germania Flug, and one A319 registered 
to the airline’s Bulgarian subsidiary, Bulgarian Eagle. The 
737s will be phased out when the airline starts to receive 
the first of 25 A320neos which it signed an order for in 
July 2016. First deliveries of the aircraft, equipped with 
180 seats, are expected in 2020. 

The airline has confirmed to The ANKER Report that it 
will have aircraft based at 15 airports this summer; 12 of 
these are in Germany, plus Palma, Toulouse and Zurich. 

Germania growing by 50% this summer and launching over 80 new 
routes from German airports; fleet renewal starts in 2020 
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Moscow Sheremetyevo Airport passed the 40 million 
passenger mark in 2017 making it Europe’s 11th busiest 
airport, only just behind Rome FCO, according to 
statistics from ACI Europe. It was the only airport in 
Europe’s top 20 to grow by more than 10% last year, 
registering traffic growth of 17.8%. According to the 
airport, international traffic grew by 17.3% to 22.1 
million passengers while domestic demand rose by 
18.5% to 18.0 million. Transfer traffic increased by 14% 
to almost 15 million passengers, representing 37% of 
total airport traffic. The number of commercial aircraft 
movements increased by almost 14% to just over 
300,000. The airport has recorded double-digit traffic 
growth every month since November 2016, a run of 14 
straight months.  

Aeroflot dominates with over 90% of seats 

Moscow SVO is Aeroflot’s home hub. The Russian flag-
carrier accounted for almost 91% of scheduled seat 
capacity at the airport in 2017 according to analysis of 
FlightGlobal schedules data. No other carrier had more 
than 1% of seat capacity, with Air France (like Aeroflot a 

member of the SkyTeam alliance), Air Astana, airBaltic 
and Czech Airlines (another SkyTeam member) being the 
next biggest airlines at the airport.  

The airport welcomed eight new airlines in 2017; two 
each from China (Beijing Capital Airlines and Lucky Air) 
and Iran (Qeshm Air and Taban Air), AtlasGlobal from 
Turkey, Cobalt from Cyprus, flydubai from the UAE and 
local carrier RusLine. In total some 40 airlines served the 
airport in 2017. The two new Chinese carriers helped 
traffic to China grow by 16% to 2.1 million passengers 
last year. 

Relatively few new routes launched by Aeroflot 

Aeroflot’s growth at the airport in 2017 was driven 
primarily by frequency and capacity increases on existing 
routes. Capacity on new routes launched in 2017 
represented just 5% of the airline’s total capacity 
increase at Moscow SVO in 2017.  

The only genuinely new international routes launched in 
2017 were to Kostanay in Kazakhstan and Lisbon, while 
Kaunas was a temporary substitute for Vilnius flights 

while runway works took place. There were also new 
domestic routes to Belgorod, Khanty-Mansiysk and 
Salekhard. All of these were launched on 1 June, with 
the first two flown by the airline’s Sukhoi Superjet 100s, 
and the latter by an A320.  

As a result, Aeroflot served 140 destinations non-stop 
from Moscow SVO in 2017. The airline’s top five routes 
last year, based on seat capacity, were to St. Petersburg 
(capacity +15%), Sochi/Adler (+20%), Tel Aviv (+15%), 
Ekaterinburg (+22%) and Simferopol (down 4%). New 
York JFK was the leading long-haul route (ranked ninth) 
while Prague was the leading EU destination (ranked 
13th), just ahead of London LHR, Paris CDG and Berlin 
SXF. 

Route developments include Air Arabia recently 
beginning service from Sharjah, while Ural Airlines will 
start serving Simferopol and Sochi/Adler in S18. Aeroflot 
will add a new international route to Bourgas and a 
domestic route to Saransk this summer. However, the 
airline’s London LGW service, which started in November 
2016, will cease at the end of March. 

Moscow SVO reaches 40m passengers and welcomes 8 new airlines; 
traffic up 18% in 2017 with Aeroflot having over 90% of capacity 

http://www.flightglobal.com/srsanalyser
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Latest European route news 
Launched routes 

Norwegian chose Valentine’s Day (14 February) to 
launch its inaugural long-haul service to Argentina. The 4
-weekly service from London LGW will be flown using 
the airline’s 787-9s. Competition on the 11,100-
kilometre route is provided by British Airways which 
operates a daily service from London LHR to Buenos 
Aires. This route now becomes the airline’s longest route 
beating its London to Singapore service (10,880 
kilometres). Earlier in the month, on 6 February, 
Norwegian had launched its third US route from Rome 
FCO, this time to Oakland. The 2-weekly service 
complements the airline’s existing routes from the 
Italian capital to Newark (daily) and Los Angeles (3-
weekly) which both launched last November. 

Pobeda has launched three more international routes in 
mid-February. From St. Petersburg it now serves 
Cologne Bonn and Pisa both 2-weekly using its 737-800s. 
There is no competition on the German route though S7 
Airlines will begin competing on the Pisa route from 30 
April. Pobeda already serves both of these destinations 
from its Moscow VKO base, from where it has started a 2
-weekly service to Karlovy Vary in the Czech Republic. 
The only other regular, scheduled service from the Czech 
airport (located just 90 kilometres west of Prague) is 
operated by Czech Airlines to Moscow SVO. Fans of 
funky airport architecture should check out the terminal 
building at Karlovy Vary which was opened in 2009. 

Transavia on 15 February began 3-weekly service from 
Rotterdam to Lisbon. The Dutch carrier already serves 
the Portuguese capital from Amsterdam and Eindhoven. 
Frequency on the new route increases to 5-weekly in 
April, before dropping back to 4-weekly during June, 
July, August and September. In October frequency 
reverts to 5-weekly. Transavia’s network from 
Rotterdam this summer will comprise 27 routes 
compared with 21 last summer. Apart from Lisbon, there 
are new routes to Al Hoceima (in Morocco), Almeria, 
Dubrovnik, Heraklion, Lamezia Terme and Palermo. 
Service to Berlin SXF has been dropped.  

VLM continues to grow its Fokker 50 network from 
Antwerp with the launch on 12 February of 5-weekly 
(Monday through Friday) service to Munich with same 
aircraft, onward service to Maribor in Slovenia. VLM’s 
new owners also own Maribor Airport and this route to 
Munich is currently the Slovenian airport’s only year-
round route. Adria Airways connected Maribor with 
London SEN during S15, while back in S07 Ryanair 
operated flights to London STN for one season. In 2012 
Maribor was one of two designated European Capitals of 
Culture. It is Slovenia’s second largest city with a 
population of around 100,000. A new VLM service from 
Antwerp to Birmingham was also originally planned to 
start on 12 February, but the airline’s booking tool 
indicates that the route will not now launch until 26 
March.  

Announced routes 

Adria Airways has announced a seventh new destination 
for S18. Having already revealed plans to add new routes 
from Ljubljana to Brac, Bucharest, Dubrovnik, Geneva, 
Hamburg and Sofia, the Star Alliance carrier will now 
add a 4-weekly service to Düsseldorf starting 26 April. 
The flights operate on Monday and Tuesday mornings 
and on Thursday and Friday evenings using a Saab 2000. 
This aircraft type was acquired by Adria Airways when it 
took over Darwin Airline and rebranded it as Adria 
Airways Switzerland. This summer Adria Airways will 
offer some 20% more seats from Ljubljana than it did in 
S17.  
Air Arabia will this summer serve four destinations in 
Turkey. The LCC recently confirmed it would serve Izmir 
2-weekly from its Sharjah base starting from 27 June. It 
has served Istanbul since May 2006 and began flights to 
Antalya in July 2014. Bodrum service begins on 13 June. 
In total Air Arabia will serve some 75 destinations from 
Sharjah this summer. 

Air Europa is adding a new German destination from its 
Madrid hub. From 18 June the SkyTeam carrier will serve 
Düsseldorf with 2-daily flights using its Embraer E190s. 
The carrier already serves Frankfurt and Munich with 2-
daily flights. The carrier will be competing directly with 
Iberia which serves the Düsseldorf route with 3-daily 
flights. airberlin has also served the route in the past, 
most recently in S15 while germanwings also operated 
between the two airports from March 2014 to October 
2015. 

Air France has revealed a number of additional new 
routes from its main Paris CDG hub this summer. In mid-
July the SkyTeam carrier will begin new routes to Bari, 
Cagliari, Dubrovnik, Ibiza and Perpignan. The Cagliari 
and Perpignan routes will be flown on Air France’s 
behalf by HOP! using E190s. All of these destinations are 
served by at least one other carrier from Paris this 
summer. Ryanair serves Bari from Beauvais; easyJet 
(from Orly) and Ryanair (from Beauvais) already serve 
Cagliari; Croatia Airlines (from CDG), easyJet and 
Transavia (from Orly) already serve Dubrovnik; 
Transavia (from Orly), TUI fly Belgium (from CDG) and 
Vueling (from Orly) already offer flights to Ibiza; while 
Air France already serves Perpignan from Orly. Despite 
an increase in flights of only around 4% in August, Air 
France will be serving 10% more destinations non-stop 
from Paris CDG this August (168) than it did last summer 
(153). 

airBaltic has announced plans to grow its operations 
from Tallinn in Estonia. At the end of October, it will 
start flying to Oslo OSL (2-weekly) and Stockholm ARN 
(12-weekly). The 390-kilometre Swedish service will be 
flown with the carrier’s Q400s and is a route already 
served up to 8-daily by a combination of Nordica and 
SAS. airBaltic previously served this route in the summer 
of 2010. The 770-kilometre service to the Norwegian 
capital will be flown using the carrier’s 737-500s and is a 
route already served by Norwegian (daily) and Nordica 
(12-weekly). airBaltic is also launching flights to London 
LGW from Tallinn at the start of S18. This summer it will 
serve seven destinations non-stop from the Estonian 
capital, the others being Amsterdam, Berlin TXL, Paris 
CDG, Riga, Vienna and Vilnus. As a result, it will still be 
the second biggest carrier in Tallinn with around 15% of 
scheduled seat capacity this summer, behind Nordica, 
which has just over 30% of the market. Last year traffic 
at the airport grew by 19% to 2.65 million passengers. 
Meanwhile, from its main base in Riga, airBaltic is 
resuming service to Almaty in Kazakhstan. From 29 April 
it will serve the market non-stop with 3-weekly flights 
using its Bombardier CS300s. airBaltic last connected the 
two airports in 2010.  
Cobalt continues to announce more new routes from 
Larnaca for S18. Düsseldorf is the latest destination to 
be revealed with 2-weekly flights (Thursdays and 
Saturdays) starting on 3 May. Condor already serves the 
market, also 2-weekly, with flights on Mondays and 
Fridays. Incidentally, Cobalt’s Heathrow slots were 
acquired in a trade with Virgin Atlantic, according to 
information on the website of the London LHR slot co-
ordinators ACL. 

Croatia Airlines has added Dublin to its network. From 3 
May the carrier will operate 2-weekly flights (Thursdays 
and Sundays) on the 1,800-kilometre route from Zagreb 
using its A319s. This will be the airline’s only new route 
from Zagreb this summer and it faces no direct 
competition. Despite the airport reporting 12% growth in 
passenger numbers in 2017, to just over three million, 
Croatia Airlines is set to grow its capacity at the airport 
this summer by a modest 2%. From Dubrovnik the airline 
is starting a new route to Munich (5-weekly from 30 
April) but has dropped flights to Nice for this summer. 

Eurowings will be picking up from airberlin the domestic 
route between Berlin TXL and Karlsruhe/Baden-Baden. 
The 560-kilometre route, which was served up to 4-daily 
by the failed German airline, will be operated 2-daily by 
Eurowings using Q400s operated by LGW. In 2016 the 
route to Berlin TXL was Karlsruhe/Baden-Baden’s 
biggest route in terms of flights and seat capacity. The 
absence of this route this winter resulted in the airport 
reporting a 51% fall in domestic traffic in December, 
although total traffic was up 37% thanks to Ryanair’s 
international expansion. Eurowings is also launching new 
routes this summer from Berlin TXL to Jersey, Lamezia 
Terme, Newquay and Salzburg, most of which were also 
previously served by airberlin. According to analysis of 
the latest FlightGlobal schedules data for S18, easyJet 
will have an estimated 25% of seat capacity at Berlin TXL 
this summer, followed by Eurowings (19%) and 
Lufthansa (15%).  

Germania has announced plans to operate 2-weekly 
service (Thursdays and Sundays) between Dresden and 
St. Petersburg starting from 26 April. According to the 
airline, this will be the first scheduled service between 
the two airports since German reunification. Aeroflot 
already connects Dresden to Moscow SVO with daily 
flights. Germania is also adding new services from 
Dresden this summer to Athens, Barcelona, Bastia and 
Thessaloniki, bringing to 21 the total number of 
destinations served from the airport. For more on the 
evolution and future plans of Germania see page 6. 

HOP! is launching a raft of new seasonal services this 
summer from French regional airports to Ajaccio, Bastia, 
Calvi and Figari on the island of Corsica. Routes will be 
operated either weekly or 2-weekly using various aircraft 
types. The regional subsidiary of Air France is also 
launching a new mainland domestic route at the end of 
March between Lille and Brest which was previously 
served last summer, before its collapse last May, by 
FlyKISS. HOP! will operate the route with up to 6-weekly 
flights using ERJ-145s. 

KLM will replace Air France on the 730-kilometre route 
between Amsterdam and Nantes at the start of S18. Air 
France has been operating up to 3-daily flights using a 
mix of A319s and CRJ 1000s while KLM will serve the 
route with a mix of 737s and Embraer E-jets. In 2017 
passenger numbers on the route grew by 23% to almost 
160,000 according to figures published by the French 
airport. For KLM this will be the carrier’s seventh route 
to France from its hub, joining Bordeaux, Lyon, 
Montpellier, Nice, Paris CDG and Toulouse.  

Kuwait Airways, not renowned as an airline that 
launches many new routes, will be adding Tbilisi in 
Georgia and Trabzon in Turkey to its network this 
summer. Both routes will be operated by the airline’s 
A320s with Tbilisi served 2-weekly from 11 June and 
Trabzon 3-weekly from 9 June. In Europe, Kuwait 
Airways already serves Frankfurt, Geneva, Istanbul IST, 
London LHR, Munich, Paris CDG, Rome FCO and Vienna. 

LOT Polish Airlines recently revealed a further three new 
destinations to be served non-stop this summer from its 
Warsaw WAW hub. Moscow DME will be served daily 
from 3 June, Skopje 6-weekly from 7 June and Billund 12
-weekly from 2 July. Direct competition on these routes 
is provided this summer by Wizz Air (2-weekly to 
Billund) and Ural Airlines (3-weekly to Moscow DME). 
LOT already serves Moscow with 2-daily flights to 
Sheremetyevo. The Polish flag-carrier and Star Alliance 
member will now serve 79 destinations non-stop from 
the Polish capital this summer, up from 71 in S17. Apart 
from the three new routes already mentioned, LOT has 
also added new flights to Berlin TXL (last served in July 
2013), Dubrovnik, Nuremberg, Oslo OSL (last served in 
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S07) and Singapore. With frequency increases and 
upsizing of aircraft on several other routes, LOT is 
currently offering 27% more seat capacity from Warsaw 
WAW this summer than it did in S17. For comparison, 
Wizz Air, the second biggest airline at the airport, will 
see capacity grow by 21% this summer. This is despite 
the ULCC dropping three UK routes (to Aberdeen, Bristol 
and Glasgow GLA) and Paris BVA. However, it is adding 
new routes to Bordeaux and Podgorica resulting in a 
network of over 40 routes from Warsaw WAW. 

NextJet is launching a new domestic route in Sweden. 
From 12 March the carrier will operate 16-weekly flights 
between Umea and Gothenburg using 50-seat CRJs. SAS 
currently operates between the two airports with just a 
single weekly service flown by a 737. 

Norwegian will serve Pristina with 2-weekly flights from 
Copenhagen starting from 28 March. This is one of only 
two new routes the airline is adding from the Danish 
capital in S18, the other one being Bastia in Corsica 
which launches on 29 April. This summer Norwegian will 
be serving around 60 destinations non-stop from 
Copenhagen. 

Oman Air is set to launch daily flights from Muscat to 
Istanbul IST from 1 June. The airline will use 737-800s on 
the 3,350-kilometre route. Turkish Airlines already 
serves the market with daily flights. 

Primera Air has announced plans to launch 5-weekly 
flights between London STN and Washington IAD. Set to 
commence on 22 August using the airline’s A321s, the 
new route will complement its soon to launch 
transatlantic services to Newark (19 April), Boston (18 
May) and Toronto (19 May). In addition, the LCC plans to 
introduce flights this summer from London STN to 
Alicante, Chania, Malaga and Palma de Mallorca. 
Primera Air will become the seventh carrier on the 
Palma route, fifth carrier on the Malaga route, fourth 
carrier on the Alicante route and second carrier on the 
Chania route. 

Qatar Airways continues to identify new markets for 
routes from its Doha base. The latest destinations to be 
announced are Hatay in Turkey (3-weekly from 4 April) 
and Mykonos in Greece (4-weekly from 30 May). Last 
year Hatay saw traffic grow by 7% to 1.28 million 
passengers, while Mykonos experienced a 17% increase 
in demand to 1.17 million. Qatar Airways now serves 

five destinations in total in Turkey (the others being 
Adana, Ankara, Istanbul IST, Istanbul SAW) and three in 
Greece (the others being Athens and Thessaloniki). 

S7 Airlines will add new seasonal, international routes 
this summer from St. Petersburg to Copenhagen (2-
weekly from 2 June), Pula (weekly from 27 May) and 
Stockholm ARN (2-weekly from 3 June).  

Vueling appears to be adding just a single new 
destination from its main Barcelona hub this summer. A 
2-weekly service to Alghero in northern Sardinia will 
begin on 25 March. Conversely routes to Cluj-Napoca, 
Eindhoven and Rotterdam, which operated in S17, will 
not be flown in S18. Flights to Luxembourg have also 
been suspended apart from a few select dates around 
Easter. The carrier will serve around 120 destinations 
this summer, non-stop from Barcelona.  
Vueling is also adding a new route between Rome FCO 
and Paris CDG. This is technically a resumption of a route 

the airline last served in S09. Launching on 25 March, 
frequency will vary between 3-weekly and 6-weekly 
during the summer period. This is Vueling’s only new 
route from Rome FCO this summer. The LCC’s capacity 
at the airport this summer is set to grow by around 5% 
according to FlightGlobal schedules data, despite routes 
from the Italian capital to Copenhagen, Edinburgh, 
Manchester, Nice, Oslo OSL, Rennes and Stuttgart, 
which all operated in S17, not being operated in S18. 

Wizz Air has announced a further new route from its Iasi 
base in Romania. From 8 July it will begin 2-weekly 
flights (Thursdays and Sundays) to Brussels CRL. This 
becomes the ULCC’s seventh new route from Iasi 
starting this summer, following Billund, Dortmund, 
Eindhoven, Malmo, Paris BVA and Thessaloniki. This will 
bring to 15 the number of destinations served by Wizz 
Air from Iasi in S18. Last year the airport saw passenger 
growth of 30% to 1.15 million. Wizz Air already serves 
Brussels CRL from nine of its other bases and is the third 
biggest carrier there after Ryanair and TUI fly Belgium. 
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Latest European airport traffic statistics 
Data published here has been made public between 5 February and 16 February 2018. 

Country Sources: Individual airports, airport authorities, government statistics and ACI Europe. (YTD: Year to date) 

Albania December: Tirana pax +6.3% to 219k. YTD: pax +19.8% to 2.63m. 

Armenia December: Yerevan pax +1.8% to 192k. YTD: pax +16.5% to 2.45m. 

Austria 
December: All airports pax +0.6% to 2.10m; Salzburg pax +5.8% to 153k; Linz pax +11.0% to 23,451; Klagenfurt pax +8.5% to 15,531. 
YTD (Dec): All airports pax +4.5% to 28.95m; Salzburg pax +8.7% to 1.89m; Linz pax -7.6% to 403k; Klagenfurt pax +12.0% to 217k. 
January: Vienna pax +1.9% to 1.47m, O&D pax +2.5%, transfer pax +1.1%, flights +0.1%. 

Belgium 
December: All airports pax +2.3% to 2.31m; Liege pax +49.9% to 8,626. 
YTD (Dec): All airports pax +11.3% to 33.29m; Liege pax -50.3% to 188k. 
January: Brussels BRU pax +5.7% to 1.62m; Brussels CRL pax +2.1% to 549k; Antwerp pax +9.5% to 18,404; Ostend pax +12.5% to 15,711. 

Bos. & Herz. January: Sarajevo pax +25.5% to 54,417. 

Bulgaria January: All airports pax +12.6% to 573k; Sofia pax +6.6% to 500k; Varna pax +107.7% to 59,852; Bourgas pax +24.1% to 13,043. 

Croatia January: Top 5 airports pax +13.7% to 251k; Zagreb pax +13.3% to 191k; Split pax +10.8% to 33,699; Dubrovnik pax +15.3% to 22,280. 

Czech Republic 
December: All airports pax +11.0% to 1.17m; Brno pax -12.4% to 12,771; Ostrava pax -9.6% to 10,599. 
YTD (Dec): All airports pax +17.9% to 16.21m; Brno pax +12.6% to 470k; Ostrava pax +25.8% to 322k. 

Denmark 
January: All airports pax -1.2% to 2.28m; Billund pax +11.5% to 211k. 
January: Copenhagen pax -2.7% to 1.93m; O&D -0.5%, transfer -14.2%, domestic -5.6%, Europe -3.4%, intercontinental +2.5%, London -9%, Oslo +0%,  
Stockholm -7%. Flights -1.0% to 18,917. 

Estonia January: Tallinn pax +13.2% to 175k. 

Faroe Islands January: Vagar pax +10.3% to 19,591. 

Finland 
January: All airports pax +11.58% to 1.89m, domestic pax +10.8% to 552k, international pax +11.8% to 1.34m. Helsinki pax +11.3% to 1.50m; Oulu pax +4.6% 
to 82,860; Rovaniemi pax +13.8% to 71,958; Kittila pax +12.1% to 58,083; Ivalo pax +21.6% to 33,191. 

France 

December: Lyon pax +4.2% to 755k; Marseille pax +1.7% to 644k; Lille pax +11.7% to 119k; Brest pax -2.0% to 78,441; Bastia pax +4.9% to 68,701; Ajaccio pax 
+3.8% to 67,948. 
YTD (Dec): Lyon pax +7.6% to 10.28m; Marseille pax +6.2% to 9.00m; Lille pax +9.0% to 1.94m; Ajaccio pax +10.4% to 1.57m; Bastia pax +8.8% to 1.40m; Brest 
pax +3.4% to 1.05m. 
January: Paris CDG pax +4.9% to 5.22m; Paris ORY pax +3.8% to 2.38m; Toulouse pax +8.6% to 679k; Bordeaux pax +3.2% to 388k; Paris BVA pax -2.8% to 
265k; Montpellier pax +16.5% to 127k; Strasbourg pax +24.1% to 81,139; Biarritz pax +1.8% to 65,325; Bastia pax +2.3% to 56,341; Pau pax +1.8% to 46,874. 

Georgia January: Tbilisi pax +36.1% to 222k; Batumi pax +110.0% to 10,504. 

Germany 
January: Frankfurt pax +7.6% to 4.55m; international (Europe) +12.6%, domestic +5.5%, intercontinental +2.6%, movements +8.6% 
January: Munich pax +1.0% to 2.95m; Hannover pax +7.0% to 322k; Memmingen pax +30.6% to 98,338. 

Gibraltar January: Gibraltar pax -34.1% to 21,460. 

Greece 
January: Athens pax +6.5% to 1.29m, international +12.0%, domestic -3.2%; Thessaloniki pax -15.2% to 310k; Rhodes pax +6.2% to 58,673; Chania pax -36.0% 
to 43,255; Kavala pax +574.3% to 32,428; Santorini pax +8.1% to 30,389. 

Hungary January: Budapest pax +17.0% to 958k. 

Iceland January: Reykjavik KEF pax +15.3% to 569k. 

Ireland January: Dublin pax +6.2% to 1.97m; Cork pax +3.8% to 137k; Knock pax +2.1% to 39,831. 

Kosovo December: Pristina pax +11.6% to 150k. YTD: pax +7.3% to 1.89m. 

Latvia January: Riga pax +20.0% to 444k. 

Lithuania January: All airports pax +14.0% to 406k; Vilnius pax +14.3% to 320k; Kaunas pax +16.9% to 68,446; Palanga pax -0.4% to 18,034. 

Luxembourg December: Luxembourg pax +19.3% to 280k. YTD: pax +19.0% to 3.58m. 

Macedonia 
December: Skopje pax +13.8% to 144k; Ohrid pax -5.6% to 6,157. 
YTD (Dec): Skopje pax +13.4% to 1.87m; Ohrid pax +11.5% to 159k. 

Malta January: Malta pax +16.7% to 352k. 

Moldova December: Chisinau pax +15.9% to 186k. YTD: pax +24.4% to 2.74m. 

Montenegro 
December: Podgorica pax +27.2% to 68,424; Tivat pax +13.7% to 18,751. 
YTD (Nov): Tivat pax +15.0% to 1.13m; Podgorica pax +20.8% to 1.06m. 

Netherlands 
January: Amsterdam pax +7.6% to 4.92m, O&D pax +8.0%, transfer pax +7.2%, Europe pax +8.8%, intercontinental pax +5.8%, flights +4.1%.  
January: Eindhoven pax +14.8% to 398k; Groningen pax +18.4% to 12,557. 

Norway 
January: All airports pax +2.3% to 3.87m, domestic pax +1.5% to 2.30m, international pax +4.0% to 1.48m. 
January (Top 6 airports): Oslo OSL pax +2.6% to 1.88m; Bergen pax +3.8% to 415k; Trondheim pax -1.8% to 308k; Stavanger pax +3.0% to 295k, Tromso pax 
+5.0% to 192k; Oslo TRF pax +10.1% to 140k. 

Poland 

December: Gdansk pax +10.1% to 326k; Szczecin pax +22.9% to 41,993. 
YTD (Dec): All airports pax +17.1% to 39.96m; Gdansk pax +15.0% to 4.61m; Szczecin pax +23.7% to 579k. 
January: Warsaw WAW pax +16.4% to 1.12m; Katowice pax +26.4% to 233k; Wroclaw pax +10.5% to 202k; Rzeszow pax +3.7% to 50,040; Lublin pax +46.7% to 
36,066; Bydgoszcz pax +20.8% to 24,928. 

Portugal 

December: Top 5 airports pax +12.1% to 3.41m; Lisbon pax +15.7% to 2.03m; Porto pax +9.4% to 823k; Faro pax +0.9% to 234k; Funchal pax +5.2% to 217k; 
Ponta Delgada pax +9.6% to 107k. 
YTD (Dec): Top 5 airports pax +16.6% to 51.23m; Lisbon pax +18.8% to 26.66m; Porto pax +15.0% to 10.79m; Faro pax +14.4% to 8.73m; Funchal pax +7.8% to 
3.20m; Ponta Delgada pax +22.1% to 1.85m. 
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Latest European airport traffic statistics (continued) 
Data published here has been made public between 8 January and 19 January 2018. 

Star Alliance hubs lead way for January seat growth 

December data for xxx airports 

Country Sources: Individual airports, airport authorities, government statistics and ACI Europe. (YTD: Year to date) 

Romania 

December: All airports pax +4.2% to 1.42m; Bucharest pax +4.1% to 939k; Cluj-Napoca pax -1.3% to 183k; Timisoara pax +3.8% to 123k; Sibiu pax +3.0% to 
35,747; Bacau pax +1.1% to 28,852; Suceava pax +155.4% to 21,240. 
January: Suceava pax +178.2% to 23,022. 
YTD (Dec): All airports pax +24.0% to 19.48m; Bucharest pax +16.6% to 12.81m; Cluj-Napoca pax +43.2% to 2.70m; Timisoara pax +39.9% to 1.63m; Sibiu pax 
+33.1% to 520k; Bacau pax +2.6% to 426k; Suceava pax +358.1% to 262k. 

Russia 

December: Moscow SVO pax +13.8% to 3.14m; Moscow DME pax +3.0% to 2.05m; Moscow VKO pax +15.4% to 1.33m; Ekaterinburg pax +22.3% to 409k;  
Novosibirsk pax +30.5% to 404k; Sochi/Adler pax +36.9% to 308k; Rostov-on-Don pax +18.7% to 230k; Vladivostok pax +17.1% to 170k; Mineralnye Vody pax 
+6.2% to 151k; Chelyabinsk pax +12.8% to 115k; Volgograd pax +15.7% to 77,915. 
January: St. Petersburg pax +9.8% to 1.08m. 
YTD (Dec): Moscow SVO pax +17.8% to 40.09m; Moscow DME pax +7.6% to 30.66m; Moscow VKO pax +29.4% to 18.14m; Sochi/Adler pax +8.2% to 5.69m;  
Ekaterinburg pax +25.7% to 5.40m; Novosibirsk pax +22.2% to 5.01m; Rostov-on-Don pax +30.0% to 2.72m; Vladivostok pax +15.2% to 2.18m; Chelyabinsk pax 
+23.8% to 1.52m; Volgograd pax +24.9% to 1.01m. 

Serbia January: Belgrade pax +1.3% to 334k. 

Slovakia January: Bratislava pax +18.4% to 117k; Kosice pax +15.8% to 29,477. 

Slovenia January: Ljubljana pax +12.3% to 100k. 

Spain 

January: All airports pax +8.7% to 15.50m, flights +6.9% to 148k.  
January (Top 5 airports): Madrid pax +7.5% to 4.13m; Barcelona pax +9.1% to 3.06m; Gran Canaria pax +6.4% to 1.18m; Tenerife TFS pax +0.5% to 968k;  
Malaga pax +7.8% to 935k. Other notable (>20%): Vitoria +2321%, El Hierro +43.3%, Santander +36.4%, Seville +32.6%, Granada +31.5%, Valencia +27.2%,  
Pamplona +25.1%, Jerez +22.6%. 

Sweden 
January: Top 22 airports pax +3.1% to 3.20m. Stockholm ARN pax +2.1% to 1.84m; Gothenburg pax +2.4% to 457k; Stockholm BMA pax +2.7% to 185k; Malmö 
pax +2.1% to 156k; Stockholm NYO pax +17.8% to 131k. 

Switzerland January: Zurich pax +2.7% to 2.02m; Geneva pax +2.8% to 1.46m; Bern pax -0.9% to 7,161. 

Turkey 
January: All airports (DHMI) pax +28.6% to 14.75m; Istanbul IST pax +30.1% to 5.25m; Istanbul SAW pax +26.0% to 2.70m; Ankara pax +47.6% to 1.55m; Izmir pax 
+21.6% to 1.08m; Antalya pax +16.0% to 788k; Adana pax +13.4% to 505k; Trabzon pax +24.0% to 320k; Gaziantep pax +10.7% to 246k; Diyarbakir pax +20.2% to 
190k; Kayseri +22.1% to 173k. 

Ukraine 
December: Kiev KBP pax +9.2% to 787k; Kiev IEV pax +43.6% to 155,400; Odessa pax +5.0% to 88,157; Lviv pax +42.6% to 82,000; Kharkiv pax +21.3% to 60,479. 
YTD (Dec): Kiev KBP pax +22.0% to 10.55m; Kiev IEV pax +64.2% to 1.85m; Odessa pax +18.8% to 1.23m; Lviv pax +46.3% to 1.08m; Kharkiv pax +34.4% to 806k. 
January: All airports pax +17.9% to 1.25m. Kiev IEV pax +43.8% to 155,500; Lviv pax +46.3% to 85,600; Dnepropetrovsk pax +2.2% to 19,066. 

UK 

December: Bournemouth pax -1.4% to 31,651. 
YTD (Dec): Bournemouth pax +4.0% to 694k. 
January: London LHR pax +1.1% to 5.81m (Europe +1.3%, N America -0.8%, Asia/Pacific +1.8%, Mid East -1.8%, domestic +6.9%), flights +2.5%. 
January: London LGW pax +1.4% to 2.85m (Europe scheduled -1.6%, domestic -7.7%, N Atlantic +32.2%, other long-haul +10.0%, Ireland +3.0%), flights -2.8%. 
January: London STN pax +3.3% to 1.80m; Manchester pax -0.4% to 1.66m; London LTN pax +3.6% to 1.02m; Edinburgh pax +7.2% to 838k. 

http://www.connect-aviation.com/
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route, but the 220-kilometre service to Ancona is now 
unserved. 

The decision to drop the route to the Chinese capital (for a 
second time) is apparently being blamed on the airline’s 
poor slots in Beijing, which makes onward connections 
difficult. Alitalia’s 4-weekly service arrives in Beijing at 
06:25 and departs at 09:25. Air China’s 6-weekly service on 
the same route departs the Chinese capital at 13:30.  

Dubrovnik & Genoa popular as new destination 

While there are few obvious patterns amongst all these 

new and dropped routes, it is worth noting that Dubrovnik 
and Genoa are both being added to the networks of three 
flag-carriers, while both Air France (under its Joon brand) 
and KLM are starting service to Fortaleza in Brazil.  

Kiev KBP is being added to the route networks of both 
Adria Airways (started in October 2017) and SWISS, and 
Verona will welcome Aegean Airlines and SAS (from 
Stockholm ARN).  

In addition, Dublin will welcome Croatia Airlines and 
Icelandair, Berlin TXL receives new services from Icelandair 

and LOT, and Catania will welcome both Air France and 
Lufthansa services. 

Proving that one airline’s dropped route is another airline’s 
opportunity, SAS’s decision to drop its service between 
Oslo OSL and Tallinn, may have contributed to airBaltic’s 
recent announcement that it will launch the route in 
W18/19, despite the presence of Norwegian in the market.  

It should be stressed that this is a snapshot of the current 
plans of the airlines analysed and this may still change in 
the weeks and months ahead. 

Airline (airport) Airports added (S18 v S17) [non-stop service] Airports no longer served or no longer served non-stop in S18 

Turkish Airlines (IST) Aqaba, Nevsehir, Samarkand Münster/Osnabrück, Turin 

Lufthansa (FRA) Bari, Catania, Chisinau, Cluj-Napoca, Genoa, Glasgow, Menorca, Pamplona, San 

Diego, San Jose (Costa Rica), Santorini, Shenyang, Timisoara, Zadar 

Aberdeen, Dammam (now served via Riyadh) 

British Airways (LHR) Almeria, Figari, Kefalonia, Nashville, Seychelles, Tenerife TFS Asturias, Bergen, Biarritz, Kos, Montpellier, Paris ORY, Stavanger 

Air France (CDG) Bari, Bergen, Cagliari, Catania, Cork, Dubrovnik, Fortaleza, Ibiza, Nairobi, Perpignan, 

San Jose (Costa Rica), Seattle-Tacoma, Seychelles, Taipei, Toulon, Wroclaw 

Glasgow 

KLM (AMS) Fortaleza, Mumbai, Nantes, Växjö Almaty, Astana, Bonaire (now served via Aruba), Miami 

Lufthansa (MUC) Funchal, Katowice, Lodz, Singapore Chisinau, Riyadh, Tehran 

Iberia (MAD) Krakow, Mykonos, Palermo, San Francisco Caracas (now served via Santo Domingo), Malabo 

SWISS (ZRH) Bordeaux, Kiev KBP, Marseille, Wroclaw Lyon, Sofia 

Alitalia (FCO) Corfu, Delhi, Johannesburg, Milan MXP, Valencia Alghero, Ancona, Beijing, Havana, Kiev KBP 

Austrian Airlines (VIE) Shiraz, Tokyo NRT Isfahan 

TAP Portugal (LIS) Fez, London LCY Algiers, Oujda 

Finnair (HEL) Bergen, Lisbon, Nanjing, Stuttgart, Tromso - 

Aegean Airlines (ATH) Basel, Bologna, Cluj-Napoca, Genoa, Lamezia Terme, Malaga, Palermo, Porto, Turin, 

Verona, Zadar, Zagreb 

Birmingham, Kalamata, Kassel-Calden 

Aer Lingus (DUB) Philadelphia, Seattle-Tacoma Warsaw WAW 

SAS (ARN) Aarhus, Birmingham, Gazipasa, Ornskoldsvik, Verona Cagliari, Ibiza, Milan MXP, Shannon 

SAS (CPH) Beirut, Genoa, Gazipasa, Lisbon, Sarajevo, Toulon Barcelona, Newcastle, St. Petersburg, Vienna 

SAS (OSL) Aarhus, Geneva, Prague, Thessaloniki, Warsaw WAW Tallinn 

Brussels Airlines (BRU) Agadir, Almeria, Antalya, Bourgas, Chania, Corfu, Djerba, Enfidha, Fuerteventura, 

Girona, Hurghada, Kalamata, Kigali, Kos, Lanzarote, Marsa Alam, Menorca, Myko-

nos, Ohrid, Paphos, Reus, Santorini, Sharm el Sheikh, Split, Tivat, Varna, Zadar, 

Zakynthos  

Bremen, Entebbe (now served via Kigali), Monrovia (now served 

via Freetown), Yerevan 

LOT (WAW) Berlin TXL, Billund, Dubrovnik, Moscow DME, Nuremberg, Oslo, Singapore, Skopje - 

Icelandair (KEF) Baltimore/Washington, Berlin TXL, Cleveland, Dallas/Fort Worth, Dublin, Kansas 

City, San Francisco 

Barcelona, Birmingham 

airBaltic (RIX) Almaty, Bordeaux, Gdansk, Kaliningrad, Lisbon, Malaga, Sochi/Adler, Split - 

Czech Airlines (PRG) - Malmo, Riyadh, Verona 

TAROM (OTP) - - 

Luxair (LUX) Brac, Enfidha, Milan LIN, Reykjavik KEF - 

Croatia Airlines (ZAG) Dublin Pristina 

Adria Airways (LJU) Brac, Bucharest, Dubrovnik, Düsseldorf, Geneva, Hamburg, Kiev KBP, Sofia - 

Source: The ANKER Report analysis of FlightGlobal schedules data for May to September 2018 and May to September 2017  


