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For an airline operating at one of Europe’s most slot-
constrained airports, British Airways (BA) has launched a 
surprisingly large number of new routes from London LHR in 
recent times. This year, the UK flag-carrier will have served 155 
destinations non-stop from Heathrow over the course of the 
year, fully 17 more than in 2015. It has managed to do this 
despite operating only 1% more flights from the airport this 
year, according to FlightGlobal schedules data. 

Many of the new routes are leisure destinations that operate at 
relatively low frequency, resulting in BA’s average weekly 
frequency on routes served during the peak summer month of 
August, falling from 18.4 flights per week to 16.3 flights per 
week between S15 and S17. In fact, BA has added 23 new 
routes in the last two years, having chosen to terminate non-
stop service to six destinations; Almaty, Baku, Chengdu, 
Entebbe, Porto and Tenerife TFN. 

London network reaches low in 2010 

Between 2004 and 2011 the number of destinations served by 
BA from Heathrow remained relatively stable, between 103 and 
114. During that same period, the number of destinations 
served non-stop from Gatwick had risen from 79 to a peak of 
90 in 2006, before dramatically falling to just half as many in 
2010 and 2011. Many of these routes were lost when GB 
Airways, which had been operating as a BA franchise carrier 
from Gatwick for many years, was sold to easyJet in early 2008. 

While Heathrow and Gatwick saw little significant route 
development during this period, BA was gradually starting to 
grow its route network from London City. In 2005, BA only 
served Edinburgh, Frankfurt and Geneva from the airport which 
is closest to the centre of the UK capital. By 2010 this had 
grown to 14 destinations, but that year saw BA serve just 164 
non-stop routes across its three London airports. Impressively, 
just seven years later, in 2017, that number would be 100 
greater, at 264 non-stop routes. 

British Midland acquisition boosts Heathrow portfolio 

BA’s network began to expand again in 2011, with new non-
stop routes from Heathrow to Buenos Aires (March), 
Luxembourg (March), Paris ORY (January), San Diego (June) and 
Tokyo HND (February). In 2012, the network got a further boost 
after BA bought bmi British Midland from Lufthansa and 

acquired a significant number of the airline’s routes and 
additional slots at Heathrow.  

Routes inherited included Amman, Baku, Beirut, Belfast BHD, 
Bergen, Dublin, Hannover and Stavanger plus three 
destinations in Morocco. Other routes started by BA from 
Heathrow in 2012 were Bologna, Leeds Bradford, Marseille, 
Rotterdam, Seoul and Zagreb. The next three years saw a net 
gain of 11 new Heathrow routes taking BA up to 138. London 

City also celebrated several new BA routes in 2012; to 
Aberdeen, Angers, Isle of Man, Menorca, Quimper and Venice. 

2015 finally beats 2006 record 

In 2015 BA finally passed the previous record of 209 routes 
from London airports set in 2006. It achieved this by growing its 
Heathrow network by six (to 138), its Gatwick network by 10 
(to 58) and its London City network by one (to 28), giving it a 
total of 224 routes. Gatwick’s resurgence was driven by new 
routes to Bodrum, Cagliari, Dalaman, Funchal, Heraklion, 
Rhodes, Seville, Sharm El Sheikh, Valencia and Vienna.  

Heathrow’s net gain of six routes comprised four dropped 
routes (Agadir, Alicante, Freetown and Tripoli) and 10 new 
routes; Bilbao, Corfu, Kos, Krakow, Kuala Lumpur, Olbia, 
Reykjavik KEF, Salzburg, Split and Tenerife TFN.  

Going back to Stansted 

Because of long-standing, operational restrictions at the 
weekend at London City, BA decided in 2016 to experiment, by 
launching flights from London STN using the Embraer E-jets 
normally based at London City. During the summer the aircraft 
operated weekly flights from Stansted to Berlin TXL, Faro, Ibiza, 
Malaga, Palma de Mallorca and in winter to Chambery. BA’s 
last major involvement at Stansted had been its low-cost 
carrier, Go, which had been based there from 1998 until it was 
taken over by easyJet in 2002. 

In 2017 the Stansted network was expanded in summer to 
include Florence, Milan LIN and Nice, while Geneva flights 
operated for just five weeks in May and June of this year, 
according to FlightGlobal schedules data. At present BA does 
not operate any flights from London LTN or London SEN.  
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Airways has achieved from its London 
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This winter the available seat capacity available from 
Naples is almost 50% higher than last winter, an 
extraordinary rate of growth for one of Italy’s busiest 
airports. The cause of this phenomenal growth? Ryanair 
opened a base at the airport in May and has since 
launched 28 routes, of which 19 operated during the 
summer and 23 will operate this winter. Having served a 
record 6.8 million passengers in 2016, the airport is well 
on track to handle over eight million in 2017.  

Between 1994 and 2007 Naples saw traffic grow by 
150%, but the recession across Europe in 2008 triggered 
a period of stagnation with passenger numbers 
remaining relatively stable from 2007 to 2013. 
Significant growth returned once again in 2014 when 
easyJet made Naples a base, though it had already been 
serving the airport for over a decade. With based aircraft 
easyJet was able to launch several new routes in 2014; 
Brussels, Catania, Corfu, Hamburg, Malta and Mykonos. 

Ryanair drives growth in 2017 

Ryanair only began serving Naples for the first time at 
the end of March 2017, before making the airport a 
designated base as of 1 May. It started with 19 routes 
generating over 80 weekly departures during the peak 
summer period, including domestic routes to Milan BGY 
(21-weekly) and Venice TSF (14-weekly). The Milan 
service competes indirectly with both Alitalia and 
Meridiana’s multiple daily flights to Milan LIN and 
easyJet’s service to Milan MXP. The Venice service 
competes with easyJet’s connection to Venice VCE. 

This winter has seen Ryanair launch nine new routes (to 
Bologna, Brussels CRL, Budapest, Dublin, Krakow, Malta, 
Porto, Thessaloniki and Wroclaw), to compensate for 
five routes that have not seen service continue into the 
winter season (Bremen, Copenhagen, East Midlands, 
Gdansk and Stockholm NYO). As a result it will be 
operating more weekly flights this winter (around 100) 
than it did during the summer. 

Alitalia only operates domestically from Naples. Apart 
from Milan LIN, it also operates at least daily to Catania 
(competing with easyJet and Volotea), Palermo, Rome 
FCO and Turin. Neither easyJet nor Ryanair has so far 
been tempted to provide competition on the route to 
the Italian capital, though Blue Air competes on the 
Turin route and Volotea on Palermo. 

Good mix of flag-carriers and LCCs 

Apart from Alitalia, the airport welcomes a number of 
European flag-carriers serving their home hubs with year
-round services. These include Aegean Airlines, Air 
France, Austrian Airlines, British Airways (to London 
LGW), Brussels Airlines, Iberia, Lufthansa (to both 
Frankfurt and Munich), SWISS and Turkish Airlines. 
Notably absent from this list are KLM and SAS. KLM uses 
Transavia to serve Amsterdam (competing with easyJet) 
while SAS offers a weekly service to Copenhagen in the 
summer. Aer Lingus operates daily flights in summer. 

Apart from easyJet and Ryanair, other LCCs operating 
flights to Naples include Blue Air, Eurowings, Jet2.com, 
SmartWings, Transavia, TUI Airlines, Volotea, Vueling 
and Wizz Air. Missing from this list is Norwegian, which 
has yet to add Naples to its Italian destinations. Both 
airberlin and Monarch served Naples before they 
suspended services this year, with the UK carrier 
beginning flights from Birmingham only in June.  

easyJet still #1 for W17 but only just 

Ryanair’s ambitious growth means that this winter it is 
already offering more seats than Alitalia and is not far 
behind easyJet. easyJet’s track record in Naples has been 
good dropping only three routes since it began serving 
the airport.  

The first, Madrid, was dropped when the airline closed 
its base there in 2012. The other two, Brussels BRU and 
Paris CDG were terminated at the end of the W16/17 

season. To compensate, easyJet increased frequencies 
on its Paris ORY service. New routes launched by the 
airline this summer were Dubrovnik, Lille and Zurich, 
while the start of the W17/18 season saw additional new 
routes to Tel Aviv and Tenerife TFS.  

Direct competition with Ryanair occurs on three routes 
this winter; Barcelona (also versus Vueling), Krakow, and 
London STN. Elsewhere, easyJet competes with Austrian, 
British Airways, SWISS, Transavia, Volotea and Wizz Air. 

Naples set to pass 8m pax in 2017 as Ryanair challenges easyJet  
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France: Eleven of France’s top 12 airports reported 
traffic growth in September (the exception was 
Beauvais), with Nantes registering a well above average 
16% increase in passengers. Capacity was up 4.3% with 
easyJet, Ryanair and Volotea leading the way in terms of 
additional seat capacity. 

Croatia: Zagreb was back at the top of the Croatian 
rankings as the peak summer holiday season ended in 
October. Croatia Airlines barely registered any capacity 
growth. However, Eurowings and easyJet both recorded 
capacity growth of over 50%, while fellow LCCs 
Norwegian and Ryanair cut capacity by 10%. 

Greece: There was consistent growth across the country’ 
busiest airports of around 7%. However, some of the 
smaller, holiday airports grew well above the average. 
As a result it was mostly leisure airlines, rather than 
Aegean or Ryanair, that were responsible for an almost 
10% increase in Greek passengers in September. 
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In recent years two destinations have proven more 
popular with German sun-seekers than any other; Palma 
de Mallorca and Antalya. In 2015 just over four million 
passengers departed German airports for the Spanish city, 
while just over 3.3 million chose the Turkish location as 
their holiday destination of choice. However, while 
demand for Palma de Mallorca services rose to 4.5 million 
in 2016, the Turkish resort saw demand fall by almost 30% 
to just 2.33 million, as a result of the political situation in 
the country. 

Antalya demand has suffered before 

Up until 2005, Antalya accounted for over half of all 
demand from Germany to Turkey. This changed in 2006, 
partly as a result of a bomb attack in Antalya on 28 August, 
which killed three people. German tourist numbers to 
Antalya fell by 22% in 2006. Although they rose slightly in 
2007, demand remained stable in the following two years. 
Only in 2010 did German visitor numbers to Turkey pass 
the figures recorded in 2005. It took another year for 
Antalya demand to pass the previous record of 2005. 

Between 2010 and 2015 total Turkish demand from 
Germany increased by 32%, from 5.8 million one-way 
passengers to 7.7 million. However, although Antalya 
traffic grew by 20% during this period, demand for other 
destinations in Turkey grew by 44%. As a result, Antalya’s 
share of the Turkish market fell from 48% to 43%.  

The significant drop in traffic in 2016 meant that last year 
Antalya’s traffic only accounted for 36% of all German 
traffic to Turkey, though it was still the leading airport 
ahead of Istanbul IST (2.12 million), Istanbul SAW (0.87 
million) and Izmir (0.53 million). 

August and October are busiest months 

While 2015 was a record year for Antalya traffic from 
Germany, the warning signs were already evident in the 
last couple of months of the year, when demand fell by 
15% in November and 18% in December. This downward 
trend, which coincided with the Turkish general election 
on 1 November 2015, continued all the way through 2016 
and most of 2017. 

Demand for Antalya is extremely seasonal. Just over three-
quarters of all passengers travel during the peak six month 
period from May to October. With figures recently 
published for August, demand across the first eight 
months of 2017 is down 13% compared with the same 
period in 2016. However, during the most recent three 
month period (June to August), demand is down just 2% 
compared with last year.  

While German demand for Antalya is down versus 2016, 
the airport as a whole has been recording significant 
growth since April, with traffic up 77% in June, 65% in July, 
56% in August and 50% in September. Much of this can be 
attributed to the return of Russian tourists, who had been 
banned from travelling to Turkey in 2006. According to 
local sources, the number of Russian tourists to Antalya in 
the first six months of 2017 was 1.1 million, compared 
with just 25,000 a year earlier. This was up even on the 
868,000 who came in 2015. While demand from most 
western European countries to Antalya was still down in 
2017, other markets such as Israel, Poland and Ukraine all 
saw demand grow by at least 50% compared with 2016. 

SunExpress the clear market leader to Antalya 

Looking at the supply side, not all airlines have cut capacity 
between Germany and Turkey. According to FlightGlobal 
schedules data, total seat capacity is expected to be down 
around 15% this year, equivalent to about 330,000 one-
way seats. Around 100,000 seats were lost when airberlin 
withdrew from the market at the end of 2016, while a 
further 50,000 seats were transferred from SunExpress 
Deutschland to its parent company SunExpress.  

This contributed to SunExpress, already the largest airline 
in the market, growing its seat capacity this year by 12%. 
Along with Pegasus Airlines, it was the only carrier to 
increase capacity in the market this year. German leisure 
airlines Condor, Germania and TUI fly Deutschland each 
cut their capacity by 30%, 5% and almost 50% respectively, 
while Turkish leisure carrier Onur Air reduced its capacity 
by 60%. 

Looking at individual German airports, analysis of schedule 
data indicates that all of the top 10 airports for Antalya 
traffic have seen capacity declines. Düsseldorf (-15%), 
Cologne Bonn (-22%), Hannover (-1%), Frankfurt (-6%), 
Stuttgart (-2%) and Munich (-8%) all still offered between 

150,000 and 250,000 one-way seats to Antalya in 2017. 
Among smaller airports a few showed growth in 2017; 
Münster/Osnabrück capacity was up 14% to 62,000 seats, 

Paderborn/Lippstadt was up 3%  to 55,000 seats, 
Saarbrücken was up 18% to 32,000 seats and Rostock was 
up 13% to 16,000 seats.  

Germany to Antalya market stabilising after significant decline 
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Italy: Traffic grew by over 7% at Italian airports in 
September, despite a 2% drop at the country’s busiest 
airport, Rome FCO. However, the remaining top six 
airports all grew by between 8% (Venice VCE) and 28% 
(Naples). While Alitalia’s seat capacity was down 1%, 
Ryanair (+11%) and easyJet (+10%) continued to grab 

market share in the Italian market, as did Wizz Air and 
Eurowings. 
Portugal: Impressive 16% growth across the main 
Portuguese airports. Lisbon itself grew by 16% helped by 
TAP Portugal’s 18% growth in seats. Ryanair (+27%) grew 
faster than easyJet (+13%). Note that Monarch, which 

has now ceased trading, ranked sixth in September. 
Sweden: Across the top 20 airports in Sweden, 
passenger numbers were up 5.4% in October. However, 
according to schedule data, capacity was up almost 9% 
suggesting a drop in average load factor. Wizz Air is 
gaining on Ryanair for top ULCC honours. 

www.flightglobal.com/srsanalyser 
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On 9 November Norwegian launched its first transatlan-
tic service from Rome FCO to Newark, becoming the 
seventh airline to offer scheduled services between Italy 
and the US. Two days later the carrier launched a second 
route to Los Angeles. Both routes are already served; the 
former by United Airlines with daily flights in summer 
and 3-weekly flights in winter, the latter by Alitalia, also 
offering daily flights in summer and 3-weekly flights in 
winter. Norwegian is launching these new routes with 4-
weekly and 2-weekly flights respectively. 

Italy drops to seventh behind Ireland 

Among European country markets from the US, Italy 
looks set to fall from sixth to seventh in 2017 with a 
small decrease in seat capacity, based on analysis of 
FlightGlobal schedules data. Ireland has now overtaken 
Italy thanks to 20% capacity growth to the US in 2017. 
However, Italy is well clear of Switzerland and the fast-
growing Icelandic market and should retain seventh 
place at least for another year.  

Growth, decline and growth again 

Since 2004 the Italy-US market has gone through three 
stages of development. Between 2004 and 2008 capacity 
grew by almost 30%. After the economic recession of 
late 2008, capacity fell steadily between 2008 and 2013, 
back to the level of 2004. Then, between 2013 and 2016, 
capacity grew once more, by almost 35% in just three 
years, before stabilising in 2017.  

The impressive 18% growth recorded in 2014 can be 
attributed primarily to two main factors. It was the first 
full year of Emirates operating between Milan MXP and 
New York JFK, which alone added an additional 100,000 
one-way seats into the market. It was also the first full 
year of American Airlines’ Milan MXP to Miami service, 
which added an additional 70,000 seats. In 2015, when 
capacity grew by a further 7%, United Airlines began 
service from Chicago ORD to Rome FCO, and from 
Newark to Venice VCE. It was also the year when 
American Airlines took over three routes from US 
Airways; Charlotte to Rome FCO, Philadelphia to Rome 
FCO and Philadelphia to Venice VCE. 

Since then, the only new services, other than the two 
Norwegian ones, launched between Italy and the US are 
American’s Dallas/Fort Worth to Rome FCO service, 
which began on 5 May 2017, and Delta Air Lines’ 
Minneapolis/St. Paul to Rome FCO service which only 
operated for one season in S16. 

New York easily most popular US city 

During the summer peak month of August there are 215 
weekly flights each way between Italy and the US. Of 
these, almost 40% are to New York JFK with a further 
10% to Newark, meaning that almost half the flights 
serve the New York metropolitan area. Atlanta and 
Chicago each get 3-daily flights. All the Atlanta services 
are on Delta, but passengers have a choice of Alitalia, 
American or United for flights to the Illinois metropolis. 

Apart from Alitalia, Meridiana is currently the only other 
Italian carrier offering scheduled services between the 
two countries. In summer it offers daily flights to New 
York JFK from Naples, and 4-weekly flights to the same 
airport from Palermo. Neither of these routes faces 
direct competition. 

Newark flights already sold out at Christmas 

Looking at the airline’s on-line booking tool reveals 
significant fare variations for Norwegian’s newest US 
services. As of 10 November, the cheapest basic one-
way fare to Newark from Rome FCO, before the end of 
the year, is 160 Euros, available on 14 and 15 of 
December. The highest basic one-way fare to Newark is 
700 Euros, on 24 November and 31 December. For the 
return sector, fares vary between 160 and 450 Euros, 
though Newark-Rome flights on 21 and 22 December 
appear to have already sold out. For Los Angeles flights 
this year, outbound fares vary from 200 to 750 Euros, 
with return segments in a similar range. 

Looking ahead to 2018, there are more 160 Euro fares 
available in January and even a 120 Euro fare on 21 
January from Newark to Rome. With flights to Newark 
going daily from next summer, one-way fares in both 
directions are already on sale for a minimum of 270 
Euros each way in August. 

Norwegian’s latest transatlantic routes connect Rome with New York 
and LA; Alitalia, American and Delta are top 3 Italy-US airlines 
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Latest European route news 
Launched routes 

On 18 November, Air Mauritius resumed non-stop 
service between Mauritius and Geneva. The 9,000-
kilometre route will operate weekly, initially on 
Saturdays, then on Fridays, until 23 February using an 
A340-300. The airline last served the route in August 
2012, with flights from Mauritius operating via 
Frankfurt. The only other European destinations served 
by Air Mauritius in 2017 are London LHR and Paris CDG. 
The airline celebrated its 50th anniversary this year and 
recently took delivery of its first A350-900. This aircraft 
joins the airline’s long-haul fleet which additionally 
comprises of six A340s and two A330-200s, according to 
planespotters.net. During the next five years Air 
Mauritius plans to replace these aircraft with six A350-
900s and two A330neos. 

Beijing Capital Airlines is the newest airline to serve 
London LHR, Europe’s busiest airport. On 17 November 
the Chinese carrier began 2-weekly flights from Qingdao. 
It will serve the 8,700-kilometre route on Mondays and 
Fridays using its A330-200s. This becomes the airline’s 
fourth non-stop route to Europe as it already links 
Chengdu and Madrid (2-weekly), Beijing and Lisbon (3-
weekly) and Qinqdao and Moscow SVO. Its first route to 
Europe, launched in August 2016, was between 
Hangzhou and Madrid. 

Blue Air has taken over the PSO route between Alghero 
in Sardinia and Rome FCO after Alitalia chose not to bid 
to renew its contract. The Romanian carrier will operate 
the route 3-daily using 737-400s. The first flight was on 7 
November with the contract ending on 9 June 2018. Blue 
Air had also apparently offered to operate from Alghero 
to Milan LIN but Alitalia chose to keep operating that  
PSO route.  

bmi regional has launched another German domestic. 
Using its fleet of small Embraer jets the carrier has begun 
linking Munich and Saarbrücken with 12-weekly flights. 
The inaugural flight on the 360-kilometre route was on 6 
November. The route was last regularly served by Luxair 
between November 2005 and October 2011. For some of 
this period, between November 2007 and October 2008, 
competition was provided by airberlin. More recently 
OLT Express Germany connected the two airports 
between November 2012 and January 2013, when the 
airline ceased operations. Located very close to the 
French border, Saarbrücken handled 430,000 passengers 
in 2016. It recently lost its busiest route to Berlin TXL 
when airberlin stopped flying. However, Luxair will take 
over the route from 1 January 2018 with 18-weekly 
flights using a CRJ700 leased from Adria Airways. The 
airport in Luxembourg is just 80 kilometres from 
Saarbrücken. 

Chalair, a small French regional airline, has begun non-
stop flights from Caen to both Brest and Nantes. Both 

routes were launched on Monday 6 November and will 
be flown daily Monday through Friday using the airline’s 
20-seat Beechcraft 1900Ds. Located in the Normandy 
region of France, Caen has seen modest traffic growth in 
each of the last five years, handling almost 140,000 
passengers in 2016.  

Condor now offers new services to Morocco, Latin 
America and the Caribbean. During the last fortnight the 
leisure airline, which is part of the Thomas Cook Group, 
has started weekly flights between Frankfurt and Nassau 
in the Bahamas, Düsseldorf and Montego Bay in 
Jamaica, Munich and Recife in Brazil, as well as flights to 
Marrakech from Düsseldorf, Frankfurt and Hannover.  

easyJet on 6 November began a 2-weekly service 
between its UK base in Bristol and Athens. This brings to 
47 the number of destinations served by the carrier from 
the UK airport this winter. The Greek capital is now 
served by easyJet from 10 of its bases, though some of 
these only operate during the summer period. In winter 
easyJet serves Athens from three other UK airports 
(Edinburgh, London LGW and Manchester) plus Berlin 
SXF and Hamburg. In the past the LCC also served 
Athens from London LTN and Rome FCO. 

Eurowings continues to grow its network. In the last two 
weeks it has added new routes from Düsseldorf to Punta 
Cana in the Dominican Republic (2-weekly) and 
Varadero in Cuba (weekly). Both routes are currently 
being flown using 767-300s operated by PrivatAir. In 
addition, Eurowings now offers weekly flights from 
Cologne Bonn to Funchal. These will compete with TUI 
fly Deutschland’s weekly service. This winter Eurowings 
is operating non-stop flights to over 50 cities from 
Cologne Bonn, including 12 long-haul destinations. 

Finnair has used its new A350-900s (of which it currently 
has 11) to launch a new weekly service from Helsinki to 
Puerto Vallarta in Mexico. The seasonal service operates 
every Sunday until 18 March. The almost 10,000-
kilometre sector has a block time of twelve-and-a-half 
hours and becomes the airline’s longest route, beating 
the 9,300-kilometre daily service to Singapore. 

Germania is growing its network at several German 
airports this winter. The leisure airline has launched 
three new weekly services from Nuremberg; to 
Hurghada and Sharm El Sheikh in Egypt, and La Palma in 
the Canary Islands. It has also begun weekly flights 
between Dresden and Sharm El Sheikh. According to 
FlightGlobal schedules data for November, Germania is 
operating 95 routes across 13 German airports, with an 
average frequency of just 1.7 flights per week. 

Lufthansa now operates long-haul flights from airports 
other than Frankfurt and Munich. Following the demise 
of airberlin, the German flag-carrier has launched 
transatlantic flights from both Berlin TXL and Düsseldorf. 
On 7 November it began 3-weekly service from 
Düsseldorf to Miami, with 5-weekly Berlin TXL to New 
York JFK flights beginning the following day. Both these 
routes had been served by airberlin for many years. A 
new destination for Lufthansa is Pamplona. The airport, 
close to the French border in northern Spain, handled 
just 153,576 passengers in 2016 according to Aena. 
Frankfurt becomes the airport’s first regular internation-
al service since TAP Portugal last operated flights from 
Lisbon in October 2010. The inaugural flight to Frankfurt 
was on 6 November and Lufthansa will serve the route 4
-weekly with its A319s. 

Rome is the latest European capital city to welcome 
transatlantic flights with Norwegian. On 9 November the 

carrier began 4-weekly flights to Newark from Rome 
FCO using its 787-8s. Two days later 2-weekly flights to 
Los Angeles were started. Both routes are already 
served, by United Airlines and Alitalia respectively. For 
more on the Italy-US market see page 6. Next summer 
will see frequency increases for both routes (to daily and 
3-weekly respectively) and they will be joined by an 
additional route to Oakland which will operate 2-weekly. 

Qatar Airways now serves four destinations in Turkey. 
On 6 November the carrier began 3-weekly flights from 
Doha to Adana using A320s. The Turkish airport, the 
sixth busiest in the country, handled 5.6m passengers in 
2016. In 2010 it handled fewer than three million. Qatar 
Airways already serves both major airports in Istanbul, 
as well as the capital, Ankara, with a combined total of 
38 weekly flights. 

Thai Airways welcomed Vienna back to its network with 
the launch on 16 November of 4-weekly flights from 
Bangkok BKK. The route was last served by the Thai flag-
carrier nearly a quarter of a century ago. This new 
service will be flown using the Star Alliance member’s 
777-300s. Vienna becomes the carrier’s 13th destination 
in Europe. Thai Airways already serves Brussels, 
Copenhagen, Frankfurt, London LHR, Milan MXP, 
Moscow DME, Munich, Oslo, Paris CDG, Rome, 
Stockholm and Zurich in Europe. 

Transavia has added a new scheduled destination in 
Morocco to its network with the addition of Al Hoceima 
on the country’s northern coast. Weekly flights from 
Rotterdam began on Monday 6 November. This will 
increase to 2-weekly in S18. According to ONDA Al 
Hoceima handled 45,560 passengers in 2016, 
representing just 0.25% of the country’s total air 
travellers. In the first eight months of 2017 passenger 
numbers are up 21% to almost 39,000. 

Volotea, which normally launches dozens of often 
seasonal routes in summer, starts far fewer services in 
winter. However, on 11 November, the LCC began a 
weekly (Saturday) service between Nantes and 
Lanzarote. This winter Volotea will serve 11 destinations 
from Nantes, though in S17 it offered flights to over 30 
destinations. This is the carrier’s first route to the airport 
in the Canary Islands and means that Lanzarote becomes 
the airline’s 16th destination in Spain. An A319 will 
operate the almost 2,300-kilometre route. 

Announced routes 

Air Corsica will launch its first ever scheduled services to 
the UK starting next May, when it introduces flights from 
Ajaccio and Bastia to London STN. Service to Figari from 
the same London airport will begin on 2 June. Weekly 
frequencies will be between one and four per week 
depending on the route and month. The airline’s A320s 
will be used on the route. In S17 all three of these 
Corsican airports were served non-stop from London 
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LGW by easyJet.  

Air Europa is planning to resume service to Marrakech. 
The SkyTeam carrier will recommence 2-weekly service 
from Madrid on 6 December. It last connected the two 
airports in April 2011. The route is already quite well 
served with Iberia and Ryanair offering year-round 
flights while Norwegian offers the service during the 
winter season. 

airBaltic will resume flights next summer from Riga to 
two destinations in Russia, Sochi/Adler and Kaliningrad. 
Both have been served in the past, Sochi/Adler in S08 
and Kaliningrad between July 2006 and May 2014. The 
former route will resume on 14 May and will be flown 2-
weekly with 737-500s, while the latter, relatively short 
310-kilometre link, will once again be flown from 16 
April, 6-weekly using Q400s. Both cities will host 
matches in next year’s FIFA World Cup, which takes 
place between 14 June and 15 July. airBaltic already 
operates multiple-daily flights to Moscow SVO and St. 
Petersburg, and began 2-weekly service to Kazan in S17. 
It has also served Archangelsk, Moscow DME and 
Moscow VKO in previous years. 

Alitalia is expanding in both Milan and Rome. From early 
December the flag-carrier will introduce daily flights to 
Athens and 12-weekly flights to Luxembourg from Milan 
LIN. The former will be flown using A319s while the 
latter will see E190s carrying passengers. Neither route 
faces direct competition though Aegean Airlines flies 2-
daily from Milan MXP to the Greek capital and Ryanair 
offers daily flights from Milan BGY. Indirect competition 
on the Luxembourg route comes from Luxair (12-weekly 
to Milan MXP), easyJet (4-weekly to Milan MXP) and 
Ryanair (4-weekly to Milan BGY). From Rome FCO, 
Alitalia is growing its long-haul network next summer 
with the resumption of service to Johannesburg (last 
served in 2001) and Nairobi (last served in 2000). Both 
routes will be served 4-weekly using the SkyTeam 
member’s A330s. Neither route faces direct competition. 
The only other existing regular scheduled service from 
Rome FCO to sub-Saharan Africa is Ethiopian Airlines 
daily service to Addis Ababa. 

Eurowings has revealed that it will start its first route to 
Frankfurt in S18. From 25 March Lufthansa’s LCC will 
operate up to 3-daily flights from its base at Berlin TXL to 
Germany’s busiest airport. Lufthansa itself already 

operates between the two airports with up to 20 daily 
flights in 2017 according to FlightGlobal schedules data. 

Iberia will add Nicaragua to its route network next 
October with the start of 3-weekly flights to Managua 
from Madrid using A330-200s. The aircraft will operate 
via Guatemala on the outbound sector. According to 
FlightGlobal schedules data, the last airline to offer non-
stop service from Managua to Europe was Blue 
Panorama, which operated weekly flights to Rome FCO 
between July 2012 and January 2013.  

LOT Polish Airlines is heading back to Singapore after an 
absence of over 20 years. On 15 May it plans to operate 
its first ever non-stop flights between Warsaw WAW and 
Singapore using its 787-8s. Back in the 1990s, when LOT 
last served the market, it was via other airports, such as 
Bangkok. At just over 9,400 kilometres, this new route 
falls just short of the airline’s longest non-stop service, 
which is Los Angeles, which clocks in at nearly 9,700 
kilometres. Apart from Singapore, LOT also serves 
Beijing, Seoul ICN and Tokyo NRT in Asia.  

Luxair has announced plans to add at least two more 
new routes to its network in S18. During May and June 
the carrier will operate a weekly service from 
Luxembourg to Reykjavik KEF using its 737-800 fleet. 
The airline’s other new destination is more unusual; Brac 
in Croatia. An island, located just a few kilometres from 
Split, Brac has handled fewer than 20,000 passengers 
per annum in recent years. Its runway has been 
extended recently to enable it to accept larger, jet 
aircraft, though Luxair will be serving the route weekly 
between May and early October with a Q400. According 
to FlightGlobal schedules data the airport’s only 
scheduled services in 2017 were with Croatia Airlines to 
Zagreb and with TUI fly Belgium (formerly known as 
Jetairfly) from Brussels BRU and Deauville. In addition 
the airport welcomed charter flights from Austria and 
Italy. 

Montenegro Airlines will grow its presence in Germany 
next summer with the addition of new routes from Tivat 
to Leipzig and Munich. Both routes will launch on 5 May 
and be flown 2-weekly using the airlines E195s. Support 
for the routes is coming from German tour operator FTI 
Group. This summer Montenegro Airlines already 
operated scheduled flights from Podgorica to Frankfurt 
and Düsseldorf. The popular coastal resort of Tivat is 

already served by Eurowings from Düsseldorf. Passenger 
numbers are up 15% in the first nine months of this year 
at Tivat, having passed the one million passenger 
milestone during September. 

Qatar Airways has announced plans to launch a second 
route to Greece. Starting on 27 March the carrier plans 
to operate 4-weekly between Doha and Thessaloniki. It 
will use A320s on the route which are configured with 12 
seats in Business Class and 132 seats in Economy Class. 
The oneworld carrier has been serving Athens for over a 
decade and currently serves the Greek capital with 3-
daily flights.  

SunExpress, the joint venture between Lufthansa and 
Turkish Airlines, has announced a batch of new routes 
for next summer from Turkey to various European 
destinations outside of Germany (these are handled by 
SunExpress Deutschland). Most of the new routes start 
in mid-June and operate only weekly or 2-weekly. 
Airports set to benefit from these new services include  
Brussels BRU, Hamburg, London LTN, Lyon, Munich, 
Paris CDG, Stockholm ARN, Strasbourg and Zurich. 

WOW air continues to grow its US network from 
Reykjavik KEF. It recently announced that it will start 
daily flights to New York JFK starting on 26 April. The 
carrier has been serving Newark daily since 25 
November 2016. Competition on the JFK route will be 
provided by Delta Air Lines and Icelandair. WOW air 
previously announced plans to add US routes in S18 to 
Cincinnati, Cleveland, Dallas/Fort Worth, Detroit and St. 
Louis.  

www.connect-aviation.com 
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Between 2007 and 2009 India was the biggest Asian 
market from Europe, based on non-stop seat capacity. 
Japan had topped the table in 2004 and 2005, with China 
taking over the top spot briefly in 2006. Since 2010 China 
has led the way and is now twice as big as the Indian 
market (see The ANKER Report Issue 1 for more details). 
Since 2009, capacity on non-stop flights between Europe 
and India has been surprisingly stable, with between 3.9 
and 4.2 million one-way seats each year until now. This 
year’s capacity of 4.32 million seats is the highest 
recorded since 2008, which still ranks as the busiest year 
to date. Representing an increase in capacity of almost 
8%, this is the fastest growth in the market since 2006, 
though the number of flights has grown by less than 5%, 
revealing an increase in average aircraft size. 

Rapid growth, then stagnation 

The market had seen rapid growth, notably between 
2004 and 2006, when capacity grew by over 45% in just 
two years. Key factors contributing to this growth were 
Jet Airways entering the market, British Airways 
doubling its seat capacity, Virgin Atlantic quadrupling its 
seat capacity, as well as Air France and Lufthansa also 
increasing their available seats by 65% and 20% 
respectively.  

Jet Airways has not been the only other Indian carrier to 
offer flights to Europe in competition with the state-
owned Air India. Between 2008 and 2012 Kingfisher 
Airlines, owned by the Indian tycoon Vijay Mallya, served 
London LHR, operating at various time from Bengaluru, 
Delhi and Mumbai. 

London #1, Amsterdam growing 

The UK is the leading European country for flights to 
India, with London LHR having more than twice as many 
seats to India in 2017 than any other European airport. 
Frankfurt, Paris CDG and Amsterdam are next best 
served for Indian flights, with the Dutch hub registering 
almost 40% growth in seat capacity this year. Jet Airways 
relocated its ‘scissor’ hub from Brussels to Amsterdam at 
the start of the S16 season and has recently added 
Bengaluru service to Amsterdam, to complement its 
existing Delhi and Mumbai flights. KLM also resumed 
flights from Amsterdam to Mumbai at the start of the 
W17/18 season, after a gap of some 16 years. 

The 43% growth from Moscow SVO was mostly down to 
Aeroflot using bigger aircraft on the route to Delhi, 
preferring A330-200s and A330-300s in 2017 compared 
with mostly 737-800s in 2016.  

Jet Airways closing on Air India 

Air India still tops the rankings of leading airlines by seat 
capacity, with Jet Airways having moved ahead of 
Lufthansa during the last 12 months. However, Air India 
has not been idle, adding new routes to Copenhagen (16 
September) and Stockholm (15 August) from Delhi 
during 2017. Two European flag-carriers have entered 
the market in the last 12 months. Brussels Airlines began 
flights to Mumbai at the start of the S17 season, while 
Alitalia recently resumed service from Rome FCO to 
Delhi after a break of over 20 years. However, Austrian 
Airlines terminated its last Indian service to Delhi in early 
2016 having also served Mumbai until 2012. 

Other new Indian routes launched this year include Jet 
Airways serving Paris CDG from Chennai from the start 

of the W17/18 season, while Finnair launched 2-weekly 
flights to Goa from Helsinki on 1 November. 

Middle East to India capacity grows eightfold 

While capacity on direct services may not have grown 
much during the last decade, passengers have been 
provided with an ever-increasing number of connecting 
flights, notably with Emirates, Etihad Airways and Qatar 
Airways, via their hubs in Dubai, Abu Dhabi and Doha. 
Capacity since 2004 has grown eightfold from around 

800,000 one-way seats to India in 2004 to 6.4 million in 
2017. 

These carriers also serve a wider range of destinations in 
India, between them operating to 14 airports in the 
country. All three serve Ahmedabad, Bengaluru, 
Chennai, Delhi, Hyderabad, Kochi, Kolkata, Mumbai and 
Thiruvananthapuram, while Amritsar, Goa, Jaipur, 
Kozhikode and Nagpur are all served by at least one of 
the big Gulf carriers. 

Europe to India non-stop market sees fastest growth for a decade 
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Latest European airport traffic statistics 
Data published here has been made public between 6 November and 19 November. 

Country Sources: Individual airports, airport authorities, government statistics and ACI Europe. (YTD: Year to date) 

Albania September: Tirana pax +24.4% to 267k. YTD: pax +24.6% to 2.01m. 

Austria 

September: All Austrian airports pax +3.2% to 2.80m; Salzburg pax +7.6% to 146k; Graz pax -8.1% to 97,332; Linz pax -13.1% to 44,098. 
YTD (Sep): All Austrian airports pax +5.6% to 22.37m; Salzburg pax +9.4% to 1.54m; Graz pax -1.9% to 741k; Linz pax -10.3% to 316k. 
October: Vienna pax +0.9% to 2.19m, O&D pax +2.1%, transfer pax -2.2%, flights -0.3%.  
YTD (Oct): Vienna pax +5.2% to 20.87m, O&D pax +5.2%, transfer pax +5.0%, flights -0.7%.  

Belgium 

September: All Belgian airports pax +7.0% to 3.31m; Ostend pax +24.2% to 44,048; Liege pax -8.7% to 25,733. 
YTD (Sep): All Belgian airports pax +12.1% to 25.35m; Ostend pax -20.7% to 286k, Liege pax -53.4% to 164k. 
October: Brussels BRU pax +8.5% to 2.23m, passenger flights +1.8%; Brussels CRL pax +5.7% to 690k. 
YTD (Oct): Brussels BRU pax +15.5% to 21.23m, passenger flights +9.2%; Brussels CRL pax +5.9% to 6.60m. 

Bosnia &  
Herzegovina 

October: Sarajevo pax +13.2% to 80,769. YTD: pax +13.7% to 850k. 

Bulgaria 
October: Varna pax +47.1% to 94,950; Bourgas pax -23.6% to 27,557. 
YTD (Oct): Bourgas pax +2.8% to 2.96m; Varna pax +13.7% to 1.84m. 

Croatia 

October: Top 5 airports pax +13.9% to 800k; Zagreb pax +17.4% to 298k; Dubrovnik pax +6.7% to 216k; Split pax +18.2% to 198k; Zadar pax -5.3% to 57,165; 
Pula pax +67.5% to 31,092.  
YTD (Oct): Top 5 airports pax +18.4% to 8.87m; Split pax +23.2% to 2.74m; Zagreb pax +11.9% to 2.66m; Dubrovnik pax +16.1% to 2.26m; Pula pax +37.1% to 
583k; Zadar pax +14.0% to 582k. 

Cyprus 
September: Larnaca pax +14.2% to 953k; Paphos pax +11.2% to 301k. 
YTD (Sep): Larnaca pax +17.7% to 6.23m; Paphos pax +7.4% to 2.00m. 

Czech Republic 
September: Brno pax +18.7% to 72,599; Ostrava pax +29.1% to 46,309. 
YTD (Sep): Brno pax +15.2% to 414k; Ostrava pax +30.3% to 282k. 

Denmark 

October: All Danish airports pax -0.5% to 3.14m; Billund pax +10.6% to 340k. 
October: Copenhagen pax -2.0% to 2.61m; domestic -4.7%, Europe -2.5%, intercontinental +3.1%. London -11%, Oslo +5%, Stockholm -3%. 
YTD (Oct): All Danish airports pax +1.8% to 29.67m; Billund pax +8.5% to 2.96m. 
YTD (Oct): Copenhagen pax +1.2% to 25.10m; domestic -5.6%, Europe +1.0%, intercontinental +6.7%. London -6%, Oslo +3%, Stockholm -4% 

Estonia October: Tallinn pax +21.9% to 257k. YTD: pax +18.7% to 2.26m. 

Faroe Islands October: Vagar pax +24.3% to 29,405. YTD: pax +17.0% to 300k. 

Finland 
October: All airports pax +11.1% to 2.00m, domestic pax +4.5% to 447k, international pax +13.2% to 1.55m. Helsinki +11.8% to 1.68m.  
YTD (Oct): All airports pax +8.7% to 18.84m, domestic pax +1.0% to 4.41m, international pax +11.3% to 14.43m. Helsinki +9.6% to 15.89m. 

France 

September: Nice pax +9.9% to 1.34m; Lyon pax +8.1% to 942k. 
YTD (Sep): Nice pax +6.4% to 10.46m; Lyon pax +7.9% to 7.86m. 
October: Paris CDG pax +5.0% to 6.04m; Paris ORY pax +0.6% to 2.81m; Nantes pax +18.1% to 517k; Montpellier pax +13.6% to 160k. 
YTD (Oct): Paris CDG pax +5.4% to 58.90m; Paris ORY pax +3.3% to 27.28m; Nantes pax +14.2% to 4.75m; Montpellier pax +10.7% to 1.57m. 

Georgia 
October: Tbilisi pax +38.1% to 284k; Batumi pax +63.7% to 37,660. 
YTD (Oct): Tbilisi pax +41.1% to 2.72m; Batumi pax +58.8% to 466k. 

Germany 
October: Frankfurt pax +6.4% to 6.06m; Munich pax +2.1% to 4.05m; Hannover pax +7.2% to 637k. 
YTD (Oct): Frankfurt pax +4.8% to 54.92m; Munich pax +5.6% to 38.14m; Hannover pax +8.2% to 5.14m. 

Greece 

September: All Greek airports pax +9.8% to 7.86m. YTD: All Greek airports pax +7.9% to 48.21m. 
October: Athens pax +15.5% to 2.05m, international +14.0%, domestic +18.5%; Rhodes pax +12.0% to 556k; Thessaloniki pax +9.7% to 555k; Chania pax -0.5% 
to 289k; Kos pax +36.8% to 249k; Corfu pax +2.5% to 223k. 
YTD (Oct): Athens pax +8.8% to 18.87m, international +11.8%, domestic +3.5%; Thessaloniki pax +12.9% to 5.59m; Rhodes pax +6.5% to 5.16m; Chania pax 
+4.7% to 2.95m; Corfu pax +5.0% to 2.87m; Kos pax +20.3% to 2.28m. 

Hungary 
October: Budapest pax +13.4% to 1.19m; Debrecen pax +44.2% to 27,110.  
YTD (Oct): Budapest pax +14.4% to 11.08m; Debrecen pax +10.5% to 274k. 

Iceland October: Reykjavik KEF pax +18.7% to 730k. YTD: pax +30.0% to 7.55m. 

Ireland 
October: Dublin pax +3.8% to 2.59m; Cork pax +4.1% to 197k; Shannon pax +2.5% to 154k; Knock pax -4.6% to 63,785. 
YTD (Oct): Dublin pax +6.0% to 25.34m; Cork pax +3.4% to 2.01m; Shannon pax -0.8% to 1.52m; Knock pax +1.6% to 652k. 

Kosovo September: Pristina pax +15.0% to 170k. YTD: pax +7.7% to 1.47m. 

Latvia October: Riga pax +15.9% to 553k. YTD: pax +11.8% to 5.16m. 

Lithuania 
October: Vilnius pax +17.7% to 419k; Palanga pax +15.3% to 25,100. 
YTD (Oct): Vilnius pax -7.2% to 2.69m; Palanga pax +36.8% to 237k. 

Luxembourg September: Luxembourg pax +21.5% to 349k. YTD: pax +19.4% to 2.71m. 

Macedonia 
September: Skopje pax +22.2% to 186k; Ohrid pax +14.6% to 21,190. 
YTD (Sep); Skopje pax +11.8% to 1.41m; Ohrid pax +11.9% to 136k. 

Malta October: Malta pax +15.4% to 597k. YTD: pax +17.9% to 5.23m.  

Moldova September: Chisinau pax +23.5% to 282k. YTD: pax +26.9% to 2.17m. 

Montenegro 
September: Tivat pax +10.2% to 181k; Podgorica pax +15.6% to 121k.  
YTD (Sep): Tivat pax +15.1% to 1.04m; Podgorica pax +20.3% to 835k. 

Netherlands 

October: Amsterdam pax +7.9% to 6.25m, O&D pax +9.4%, transfer pax +5.5%, Europe pax +8.8%, intercontinental pax +5.9%, flights +3.3%. 
October: Eindhoven pax +8.6% to 532k; Rotterdam pax +10.2% to 161k. 
YTD (Oct): Amsterdam pax +7.7% to 58.35m; O&D pax +9.0%, transfer pax +5.5%, Europe pax +7.8%, intercontinental pax +7.3%, flights +4.0%. 
YTD (Oct): Eindhoven pax +21.1% to 4.89m; Rotterdam pax +8.7% to 1.63m. 
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Latest European airport traffic statistics (continued) 
Data published here has been made public between 6 November and 19 November. 

Country Sources: Individual airports, airport authorities, government statistics and ACI Europe. (YTD: Year to date) 

Norway 

October (all airports): pax +2.8% to 5.07m, domestic pax +4.6% to 2.90m, international pax +1.0% to 2.07m. 
YTD (Oct, all airports): pax +2.3% to 47.37m, domestic pax +2.7% to 26.20m, international pax +2.0% to 20.14m. 
October (Top 6 airports): Oslo OSL pax +6.4% to 2.49m; Bergen pax +4.6% to 573k; Trondheim pax +0.6% to 421k; Stavanger pax +1.5% to 384k, Tromso pax 
+8.1% to 194k; Oslo TRF pax +43.3% to 184k. 
YTD (Oct, Top 6 airports): Oslo OSL pax +7.1% to 23.45m; Bergen pax +2.6% to 5.22m; Trondheim pax +0.3% to 3.75m; Stavanger pax -0.7% to 3.53m; Tromso 
pax +7.8% to 1.90m; Oslo TRF pax +40.1% to 1.67m. 

Poland 

October: Warsaw WAW pax +23.7% to 1.43m; Katowice pax +27.9% to 314k; Warsaw WMI pax +11.7% to 250k; Wroclaw pax +20.5% to 239k; Rzeszow pax -
3.1% to 59,469; Lublin pax +27.8% to 43,048; Bydgoszcz pax -4.0% to 28,833. 
YTD (Oct): Warsaw WAW pax +24.4% to 13.48m; Katowice pax +21.1% to 3.45m; Warsaw WMI pax +2.0% to 2.48m; Wroclaw pax +19.9% to 2.45m; Rzeszow 
pax +3.8% to 593k; Lublin pax +9.8% to359k; Bydgoszcz pax -5.6% to 280k. 

Portugal 

September: Top 5 airports pax +15.6% to 5.21m; Lisbon pax +15.6% to 2.58m; Faro pax +17.4% to 1.12m; Porto pax +14.1% to 1.03m; Funchal pax +6.5% to 
295k; Ponta Delgada pax +29.2% to 198k. 
YTD (Sep): Top 5 airports pax +17.8% to 39.63m; Lisbon pax +19.7% to 20.15m; Porto pax +16.5% to 8.23m; Faro pax +16.3% to 7.28m; Funchal pax +8.6% to 
2.49m; Ponta Delgada pax +24.4% to 1.48m. 

Romania 

September: All airports pax +18.9% to 1.90m; Bucharest pax +14.6% to 1.24m; Cluj-Napoca pax +36.1% to 271k; Timisoara pax +19.4% to 151k; Iasi pax +23.9% 
to 115k; Sibiu pax +14.5% to 50,044; Bacau pax -3.4% to 41,081. 
YTD (Sep): All airports pax +27.7% to 14.86m; Bucharest pax +18.8% to 9.75m; Cluj-Napoca pax +52.8% to 2.08m; Timisoara pax +54.2% to 1.23m; Iasi pax 
+38.6% to 870k; Sibiu pax +43.9% to 401k; Bacau pax +2.4% to 331k. 

Russia 

September: Moscow SVO pax +15.7% to 3.75m; Moscow DME pax +7.2% to 3.14m; Sochi/Adler pax -1.0% to 670k; Ekaterinburg pax +26.6% to 572k; Novosi-
birsk pax +15.9% to 498k; Rostov-on-Don pax +23.4% to 251k; Vladivostok pax +17.3% to 221k, Vologograd pax +30.4% to 100k. 
October: St. Petersburg pax +17.2% to 1.34m. 
YTD (Sep): Moscow SVO pax +18.4% to 30.25m; Moscow DME pax +8.3% to 24.04m; Sochi/Adler pax +5.1% to 4.66m; Ekaterinburg pax +26.6% to 4.12m; 
Novosibirsk pax +21.1% to 3.75m; Rostov-on-Don pax +32.2% to 2.02m; Vologograd pax +27.9% to 765k. 
YTD (Oct): St. Petersburg pax +23.1% to 13.95m. 

Slovakia 
October: Bratislava pax +8.4% to 148k; Kosice pax +9.9% to 34,285. 
YTD (Oct): Bratislava pax +9.5% to 1.70m; Kosice pax +14.9% to 433k. 

Slovenia October: Ljubljana pax +16.3% to 154k. YTD: pax +19.9% to 1.45m. 

Spain 

October: All airports pax +6.5% to 22.84m, flights +8.7% to 198k.  
October (Top 5 airports): Madrid pax +4.6% to 4.73m; Barcelona pax +3.9% to 4.17m; Palma de Mallorca pax +3.7% to 2.88m; Malaga pax +7.1% to 1.98m; 
Alicante pax +4.2% to 1.28m. Other notable (>20%): El Hierro +36.6%, Granada +33.9%, Reus +28.2%, Santander +24.8%, Girona +21.8%. 
YTD (Oct): All airports pax +8.1% to 216.28m, flights +5.9% to 1.87m.  
YTD (Oct, Top 5 airports): Madrid pax +5.9% to 44.96m; Barcelona pax +7.3% to 40.90m; Palma de Mallorca pax +6.1% to 26.22m; Malaga pax +12.0% to 
16.56m; Alicante pax +11.9% to 12.17m. Other notable (>15%): Reus +25.7%, El Hierro +23.1%, Girona +18.0%, Santander +17.9%, Granada +17.7%, La Palma 
+16.7% and Valencia +15.2%. 

Sweden 

October: All airports pax +5.4% to 4.17m. Stockholm ARN pax +6.6% to 2.37m; Gothenburg pax +6.4% to 605k; Stockholm BMA pax +2.8% to 244k; Stockholm 
NYO pax +4.9% to 199k, Malmö pax -2.0% to 198k. 
YTD (Oct): All airports pax +6.8% to 39.37m. Stockholm ARN pax +8.8% to 22.67m; Gothenburg pax +6.7% to 5.78m; Stockholm BMA pax +1.3% to 2.11m; 
Stockholm NYO pax +4.0% to 1.84m; Malmö pax -1.6% to 1.83m. 

Switzerland 
October: Zurich pax +3.6% to 2.76m; Geneva pax +3.9% to 1.44m. 
YTD (Oct): Zurich pax +6.8% to 25.14m; Geneva pax +5.2% to 14.90m. 

Turkey 

October: All airports (DHMI) pax +11.5% to 17.76m; Istanbul IST pax +10.0% to 5.78m; Antalya pax +22.9% to 2.86m; Istanbul SAW pax +6.4% to 2.77m;  
Ankara pax +24.3% to 1.47m; Izmir pax +8.9% to 1.16m; Adana pax +2.7% to 489k; Trabzon pax +14.9% to 360k; Dalaman pax +11.5% to 357k; Bodrum pax 
+4.1% to 264k. 
YTD (Oct): All airports (DHMI) pax +10.3% to 164.52m; Istanbul IST pax +4.3% to 53.43m; Antalya pax +40.8% to 24.22m; Istanbul SAW pax +4.7% to 26.25m; 
Ankara pax +18.6% to 12.86m; Izmir pax +6.5% to 10.77m; Adana pax -0.7% to 4.66m; Dalaman pax +20.2% to 3.58m; Trabzon pax +11.7% to 3.52m; Bodrum 
pax +8.1% to 3.30m. 

Ukraine 

September: Kiev KBP pax +19.5% to 1.07m; Kharkiv pax +25.6% to 79,064. 
YTD (Sep): Kiev KBP pax +24.8% to 8.07m; Kharkiv pax +39.4% to 617k. 
October: Lviv pax +39.8% to 96,600; Dnepropetrovsk pax +0.1% to 23,869. 
YTD (Oct): Lviv pax +46.8% to 919k; Dnepropetrovsk pax -3.7% to 238k. 

UK 

October: London LHR pax +2.8% to 6.66m (Europe +1.8%, N America +1.0%, Asia/Pacific +4.9%, Mid East +11.8%, domestic +1.9%), flights -0.3%. 
October: London LGW pax +1.4% to 3.94m (Europe scheduled -0.1%, domestic +4.9%, N Atlantic +19.2%, other long-haul +7.9%, Ireland -1.4%), flights -1.2%. 
October: Manchester pax +3.1% to 2.40m; London STN pax +7.3% to 2.33m; Edinburgh pax +8.7% to 1.23m; Glasgow pax +5.0% to 928k; East Midlands pax 
+3.5% to 480k, Bournemouth pax -0.7% to 68,588. 
YTD (Oct): London LHR pax +3.0% to 65.73m (Europe +2.5%, N America +1.0%, Asia/Pacific +4.1%, Mid East +10.6%, domestic +2.9%), flights -0.2%. 
YTD (Oct): London LGW pax +6.2% to 39.50m; Manchester pax +9.7% to 24.25m; London STN pax +7.4% to 22.25m; Edinburgh pax +8.7% to 11.55m; Glasgow 
pax +6.5% to 8.60m; East Midlands pax +3.9% to 4.43m; Bournemouth pax +4.7% to 636k. 

Top 15 fastest-growing airports in  
October are spread across 10 countries 
October traffic data obtained for over 200 airports 
across Europe reveals Ordu-Giresun in northern 
Turkey is the region’s fastest-growing airport, with 
passenger numbers up just over 80% compared 
with October 2016. Turkey and Greece both have 
three airports rank among the top 15 for 
passenger growth. In total 10 countries have at 
least one airport in the top 15. 

Fraport has three airports in the top 15 for 
growth; Kefallinia and Mykonos in Greece, and 
Varna in Bulgaria.  

Among Europe’s busiest airports (those that 
handle over 15 million passengers annually) many 
have already published figures for October. The 
fastest-growing in this category are: Antalya 
(+22.9%), Athens (+15.5%), Helsinki (+11.8%), 
Istanbul IST (+10.0%), Brussels BRU (+8.5%), 
Amsterdam (+7.9%), London STN (+7.3%) and 
Malaga (+7.0%).  

At the other major hubs, Frankfurt (+6.4%) did 
better than Paris CDG (+5.0%), Madrid (+4.6%) and 
London LHR (+3.0%). 
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London network grows by 40 routes in two years 

Between 2015 and 2017 BA’s London network has grown 
from 224 routes to 264 routes. Of the 40 additional routes, 
17 have come from Heathrow, 10 from Stansted, seven 
from London City and six from Gatwick. As mentioned 
earlier BA launched 23 new routes from Heathrow but 
dropped six for a net gain of 17. Ranked by weekly 
frequency in S17, these new routes at Heathrow were 
(with year of launch in brackets): 

 weekly: Biarritz (2016) 

 2-weekly: Brindisi (2017), Chania (2016), Innsbruck 
(2016), Kalamata (2016), Montpellier (2017), 
Murcia (2017), Nantes (2017), Pula (2017), Tallinn 
(2017), Zakinthos (2017) 

 3-weekly: Asturias (2016), Palermo (2016) 

 4-weekly: Menorca (2016), New Orleans (2017), 
Reykjavik KEF (2016), Santiago SCL (2017) 

 5-weekly: Muscat (2016) 

 Daily: Doha (2016), Inverness (2016), San Jose SJC 
(2016), Tehran (2016) 

 11-weekly: Billund (2016) 

New Gatwick services launched in the last two years 
include Cape Town, Lima, New York JFK, Porto and San Jose 
SJO in 2016, followed by Fort Lauderdale, Limoges and 
Oakland in 2017.  

A new route to Nuremberg will launch from Gatwick on 30 
November, operated 4-weekly until early January, using 
A319s. Flights to Sharm El Sheikh were dropped for 2016, 
while Bodrum in Turkey was dropped for 2017, as was 
service to Las Vegas, though this route will be reinstated in 
2018.  

Nashville new for S18 

The start of the W17/18 season saw BA launch three new 
routes from London City; Paris ORY, Prague and Reykjavik 
KEF. The Paris ORY service was transferred from Heathrow, 
thus potentially freeing up between 20 and 30 pairs of 
weekly slots for new routes, or frequency increases on 
other routes from Heathrow. A new 2-weekly service to 
Turin is set to start from Heathrow on 26 November, a 
destination BA already serves from Gatwick. 

New routes already announced for next summer are 
Almeria in Spain, Mahé in the Seychelles and Nashville in 
the US, all from Heathrow; the return of Las Vegas service 
from Gatwick (to compete with Norwegian), and Toronto 
from Gatwick (competing with Air Canada Rouge, Air 
Transat and WestJet). 

Four destinations served from all four airports 

Looking at this summer’s schedule (August), British Airways 
operated 241 non-stop routes to 200 different destinations 
across the four London airports. Of these, 174 are served 
from just one London airport, 15 are served from two 
London airports, seven are served from three, and four 
destinations are served from all four of BA’s London 
airports. Those four destinations are Faro, Ibiza, Malaga 
and Nice. The airports served from three London airports 
are; Amsterdam, Berlin TXL, Edinburgh, Glasgow GLA, 
Milan LIN, Palma de Mallorca and Venice VCE.  

BA versus easyJet and Ryanair in London 

Looking across all London airports, BA’s main competitors 
are easyJet and Ryanair. easyJet is the biggest airline in 
Gatwick and Luton, and also has a presence at Stansted 
and Southend. Ryanair is the dominant carrier at Stansted, 
while also being present in Gatwick and Luton.  

Looking at total seat capacity since 2004, British Airways 
saw its share of the market fall from 32% in 2004 to 27% 
between 2008 and 2011, before rising to 31% in 2013 and 
2014. Since then, its share has again fallen slightly to 29% 
in 2017.  

easyJet’s share has grown steadily from around 11% in 
2004 to 16% this year, while Ryanair’s share has fluctuated 
between 11% and 13%. It currently stands at 13%.  

In absolute terms BA saw its seat capacity grow by 22% 
between 2004 and 2017, compared with 53% for Ryanair 
and 97% for easyJet. All other carriers combined 
experienced capacity growth of 22%, the same as British 
Airways. Overall seat capacity grew by 34% in 13 years, 
reflecting the capacity limitations affecting the London area 
airports.  

Will Brexit aid case for additional London runway? 

Both Heathrow and London Gatwick have created plans 
that would enable each airport to add another runway. 

However, the UK government has not exactly rushed to 
make a definitive decision on the matter, despite the result 
of the Brexit referendum, though it has expressed a view 
that an additional runway at Heathrow is its preferred 
option. A consultation period started in February of this 
year and has recently been extended until 19 December.  

Whatever the outcome, it seems unlikely that a new 
runway will be ready for use at either Gatwick or Heathrow 
for at least a decade. Incremental improvements will no 
doubt be made to enable additional capacity to be eked 
out of the current system, resulting in BA probably 
maintaining its existing share of the London market for at 
least the next few years.  


