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The seven month 2018 summer season began on Sunday 25 
March and is in effect until Saturday 27 October. While some 
airlines are still announcing a few new routes, typically not 
starting before June, it is safe to assume that the vast majority 
of scheduled services across European airports for this summer 
have now been finalised. Industry experience suggests that 
airlines need to allow at least two to three months between 
announcing a route and the start date of that service. 

Analysis of FlightGlobal schedules data for April 2018 to 
September 2018 and comparison with the same period last 
year, suggests that airline seat capacity in Europe is set to 
increase by 5.6% while aircraft movements will grow by 4.8%, 
indicating a further increase in average aircraft size from 157 to 
158 seats per aircraft movement. ASKs are set to increase by 
6.8% indicating an increase in average sector length from 1760 
to 1781 kilometres. 

easyJet growing twice as fast as Ryanair in S18 

While Ryanair continues to be the leader of the pack when it 
comes to new routes launches (see page 2 in this issue for more 
details), its seat capacity is currently only set to grow around 
7% this summer. Rival easyJet is raising its seat capacity twice 
as fast, driven by the decision to open a major base at Berlin 
TXL following the collapse last year of airberlin. Ryanair also 
recently announced a new base at Berlin TXL in collaboration 
with Laudamotion. However, these flights although operated by 
Ryanair aircraft, will be flown using the Austrian carrier’s IATA 
code of OE. 

Among Europe’s top 10 airlines this summer, Vueling is the only 
other airline reporting double-digit growth. The IAG-owned, 
Barcelona-based LCC is growing seat capacity by around 11% 
this summer. Just outside the top 10 are two airlines growing at 
around 20%. Eurowings is increasing its seat offering by just 
over 19%, but thanks to the use of Q400s operated by LGW, it 
will register an estimated 27% increase in flights. Wizz Air’s 20% 
increase in flights is slightly above its 18% increase in flights, 
highlighting the airline’s shift towards operating more of the 
ULCC’s larger A321 aircraft. 

Iberia ‘decline’ down to Iberia Express 

Among the top 40 airlines in Europe this summer four are 
currently showing a drop in seat capacity compared with last 

summer. The most dramatic drop is slightly misleading. Iberia 
(IATA code IB) is showing an 18% drop in capacity but this is 
down to the fact that its subsidiary Iberia Express (IATA code I2) 
is now being shown as the marketing airline as well as the 
operating airline for the flights it operates. This makes Iberia 
Express the biggest ‘new’ airline in Europe this summer. Adding 
together Iberia and Iberia Express figures shows that the 
combined entity is actually increasing its capacity by just over 
8% this summer. 

The other airlines to show capacity reductions this summer are 
Flybe (see page 8 in this issue), Transavia NL and Aegean 
Airlines. The Dutch part of Transavia closed its Munich base at 
the end of S17 and has re-allocated most of that capacity back 
into the Dutch market. In the case of Aegean Airlines, its 5% 
decline in seats is more than compensated for by a 16% 
increase in capacity at its subsidiary Olympic Air.  

LOT is fastest-growing top 40 airline 

Only one airline in the top 40 has grown its seat capacity by as 
much as 30% this summer. That carrier is LOT Polish Airlines 
(see Issue 12 of The ANKER Report for more details) which is 
now Europe’s 26th biggest carrier, up from 32nd in S17. Three 
more airlines are looking to grow summer capacity by at least 
20%; UK leisure airline Jet2.com, German leisure airline Condor 
and Volotea, the LCC which this summer is operating some 280 
routes, mostly focussing on France, Greece, Italy and Spain. 

The only non-European carrier in the top 40 is Emirates which 
ranks 29th. Middle East rival Qatar Airways just failed to make 
the top 40 and is in 41st place. The leading US carriers are Delta 
Air Lines (44th), United Airlines (49th) and American Airlines 
(51st). Also just missing out on the top 40 are Iberia Express 
(42nd), HOP! (43rd), TUI fly Belgium (45th), Blue Air (46th), 
Pobeda (47th), airBaltic (48th) and Widerøe (50th). Of these, 
Pobeda is the fastest-growing with capacity up almost 54% 
compared with S17.  

The biggest airlines not present in S18 who were operating in 
S17 are airberlin (IATA code AB), NIKI (IATA code HG), Monarch 
Airlines (IATA code ZB), VIM Airlines (IATA code NN), Thomas 
Cook Airlines Belgium (IATA code HQ and now absorbed into 
Brussels Airlines) and Eastern 
Airways (IATA code T3) which 

LOT and Greece set for impressive S18 
growth; Ryanair and UK top rankings 
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Ryanair launches 69 new routes at start of S18 season; Bourgas in 
Bulgaria becomes 87th base; Frankfurt welcomes most new services 
Ryanair’s appetite for launching new routes shows no sign 
of letting up any time soon. The first three weeks of the S18 
season saw the ULCC launch (or in some cases re-launch) a 
total of 69 new routes. These new routes involve 71 
airports spread across 28 countries, including one new 
market for the carrier, Jordan. 

Bourgas becomes base #87 

To help with seasonality Ryanair often launches its new 
bases at the start of the winter season. W16/17 saw the 
launch of bases in Bucharest (actually September 2016), 
Hamburg, Nuremberg, Prague, Sofia (also September 2016), 
Timisoara and Vilnius, while the latter half of 2017 saw 
Memmingen and Poznan become new bases. However, the 
seasonality of demand for Bourgas in Bulgaria means that 
Ryanair has opened this base at the start of the S18 season. 

Frankfurt sees biggest growth 

However, while the Bulgarian airport welcomes a based 
aircraft and 11 new routes generating 16 weekly 
departures, it is not the airport at which Ryanair is 
expanding most quickly at the start of the summer season. 
That honour goes to Frankfurt FRA, where Ryanair is 
launching 13 new routes, all of which will be served 2-
weekly with the exception of a 3-weekly service to 
Marseille. This brings to 37 the number of destinations 
served at Lufthansa’s home hub by the Irish carrier. Not bad 
going considering the airline’s first four routes from the 
airport (to Alicante, Faro, Malaga and Palma de Mallorca) 
only started on 29 March 2017. 

The Frankfurt expansion has driven Germany to be the 
leading European country for new Ryanair services at the 
start of S18. Italy, Spain and the UK are a little way behind 
in terms of weekly frequencies on new services. Two 
Mediterranean islands, Cyprus and Malta welcome a 
significant number of new routes. Pafos welcomes nine new 
routes, including Ryanair’s first ever service to Jordan, a 450
-kilometre service to the capital, Amman.  

Only two new routes are operated daily 

The average weekly frequency of the 69 new routes is just 
2.12 flights per week. Only four of the new routes will be 
operated, at least initially, with more than 3-weekly flights. 
Edinburgh to Hamburg (competing with easyJet) and 
Barcelona to Malta (competing with Vueling) will both be 
served 4-weekly, while Brussels CRL to Malta and 
Manchester to Belfast BFS (already served 16-weekly by 
easyJet) will be operated daily. The Brussels route is 
actually a shift from Brussels BRU to Brussels CRL, so 
arguably not much of a new route. Direct competition is 
limited to just seven routes at the start of the summer 
season, though additional competition occurs on several 
other routes during the summer peak. 

Ryanair will launch more new routes during the S18 season 
with the next batch starting in mid-May, focussing on 
Athens, where the airline will be basing a fifth aircraft. 

Country Routes added 

Germany FMM to BOJ; FRA to AGA, CFU, CHQ, EFL, GRO, JMK, MJV, MRS, PEG, PGF, PUY, RJK, ZAD; HAM to EDI, 

TRF; HHN to BOJ; NRN to BOJ; NUE to SKG 

Italy BDS to VRN; BGY to BOJ, LPP, PFO, POZ, TNG; BLQ to JMK; PEG to FRA; PMO to VLC; PSR to MLA, WMI; 

RMI to KUN, STN, WMI; TSF to LPA; VRN to BDS 

Spain ALC to PED; BCN to MLA; GRO to FRA, KUN, RIX; LPA to TSF; MJV to FRA; REU to SNN; SDR to BUD; SVQ 

to CPH, MLA; VLC to BRS, PMO 

Bulgaria BOJ to BGY, BTS, FMM, HHN, KRK, KUN, NRN, RIX, RZE, TLV, WMI; SOF to PFO 

Malta MLA to ABZ, BCN, BTS, BVA, CRL, GOT, OPO, PSR, SVQ, TLL 

Cyprus PFO to AMM, BGY, BTS, BUD, DUB, OTP, RIX, SOF, TLL 

Greece CFU to FRA, VNO; CHQ to FRA; EFL to FRA; JMK to BLQ, FRA; SKG to BTS, NUE 

Poland KRK to BOJ; POZ to BGY; RZE to BOJ; SZZ to EDI; WMI to BOJ, PSR, RMI 

UK ABZ to MLA; BFS to MAN; BRS to VLC; EDI to HAM, SZZ; MAN to BFS; STN to RMI 

Lithuania KUN to BOJ, GRO, RMI; VNO to CFU 

Slovakia BTS to BOJ, MLA, PFO, SKG 

Croatia PUY to FRA; RJK to FRA; ZAD to FRA 

France BVA to MLA; MRS to FRA; PGF to FRA 

Country Routes added 

Ireland DUB to PFO, RAK; SNN to REU 

Latvia RIX to BOJ, GRO, PFO 

Morocco AGA to FRA; RAK to DUB; TNG to BGY 

Estonia TLL to MLA, PFO 

Hungary BUD to PFO, SDR 

Belgium CRL to MLA 

Czech Rep. PED to ALC 

Denmark CPH to SVQ 

Finland LPP to BGY 

Israel TLV to BOJ 

Jordan AMM to PFO 

Norway TRF to HAM 

Portugal OPO to MLA 

Romania OTP to PFO 

Sweden GOT to MLA 
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Analysis of The ANKER Report’s extensive database of 
European airport traffic statistics reveals that 14 airports 
broke through the one million passenger mark in 2017. 
Of these, 13 achieved this breakthrough by growing 
passenger numbers by more than 10% compared with 
the previous year. Eight of the airports grew traffic by 
more than 20%, while Kaunas (+60%) and Ordu-Giresun 
(+53%) were the fastest-growing. 

Airports in 10 countries pass 1m passengers 

Of the 14 airports, four were in Spain (Almeria, Jerez, 
Reus and Vigo), two were in Montenegro (Podgorica and 
Tivat) while the remaining eight were in eight different 
countries; Germany, Greece, Lithuania, Romania, Russia, 
Turkey, UK and Ukraine. 

Several of the airports in this list had previously handled 
at least one million passengers in a calendar year. This 
includes all four of the Spanish airports which handled 
over one million passengers in each of the following 
years: 

• Almeria (2005-2008) 

• Jerez (2004-2011) 

• Reus (2004-2011) 

• Vigo (2005-2010) 

Both Montenegro airports reach milestone 

It was a memorable year for the two main commercial 
airports in Montenegro as both Podgorica and Tivat 
passed the one million passenger mark for the first time. 
Tivat passed that milestone in late September while 
Podgorica had to wait until early December.  

Ordu-Giresun Airport on the Black Sea coast in northern 
Turkey only opened in May 2015 but has already proved 
popular with passengers. The majority of the airport’s 
flights are domestic with around 70% of traffic heading 
for Istanbul and a further 15% on flights to Ankara. 
However, 2017 saw a 340% increase in international 
traffic, mainly on routes to Germany. 

Kaunas Airport’s elevation to membership of the ‘1-
million’ club was aided considerably by the closure of 
Vilnius Airport’s runway for a few weeks in July and 

August, which saw many flights redirected to Kaunas. For 
most of the year the airport was reporting growth of 
around 20% but in July and August traffic growth was 
between 230% and 240%.  

Memmingen gets boost from Ryanair 

The German airport, which featured in Issue 1 of The 
ANKER Report, had come within 4,000 passengers of 
breaking the one million mark in 2016. Partly thanks to 
Ryanair opening a base at the airport in late October 
2017, the airport passed the milestone last year with 
almost two months to spare. 

Iasi Airport in Romania was handling fewer than 400,000 
passengers in 2015, but saw growth of 131% in 2016 
followed by 30% growth in 2017, benefitting from the 

expansion of local carrier Blue Air and its Central 
European rival Wizz Air. 

Southend becomes sixth London 1m-plus airport 

After opening a new terminal in 2012, London SEN saw 
passengers pass the one million mark in 2014 before 
falling in 2015 and 2016. However, growth of 25% last 
year meant the airport handled almost 1.1 million 
passengers, with growth coming primarily from Flybe’s 
expanded network, though easyJet remains the airport’s 
leading airline. 

Looking ahead, 2018 could see a few more European 
airports pass the one million mark. Favourites to achieve 
this, based on last year’s figures, would appear to be 
Granada, Münster/Osnabrück, Santander and Sarajevo. 

14 European airports pass the 1 million passenger mark in 2017  
including four in Spain and two in Montenegro 

http://www.brusselsairport.be/
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Bilbao will shortly be welcoming airline and airport 
network planners from across the world as the city hosts 
Routes Europe from 22-24 April. The airport, Spain’s 
13th busiest in 2017, handled just under five million 
passengers last year, an increase of 8.4% on the previous 
year. Movements increased by 4.2% to just under 
47,000. It is mainland Spain’s seventh busiest airport 
after Madrid, Barcelona, Malaga, Alicante, Valencia and 
Seville.  

Between 2002 and 2007 the airport achieved impressive 
growth of 74%, recording double-digit growth in four of 
the five years. Traffic fell over the next two years, mainly 
on domestic routes. Between 2010 and 2014 demand 
hovered around the four million passenger mark, but 
this disguises some significant developments.  

Spanair, the airport’s third biggest airline in 2011, 
accounting for 603,000 passengers, ceased operations in 
January 2012. To compensate, the airport managed to 
attract Ryanair to start domestic service in May to 
Barcelona, Gran Canaria, Madrid and Seville, and 
international flights to Weeze. As a result, Ryanair 
handled 268,000 passengers at the airport in 2012. 
However, Ryanair had abandoned all these routes by the 
end of March 2013. As a result, traffic in Bilbao fell by 
almost 9% in 2013. 

Steady growth since 2013 

In the last four years passenger numbers have risen 
steadily, by 5.6% in 2014, 6.5% in 2015, 7.3% in 2016 and 
8.4% in 2017. In that time the airport has welcomed 
British Airways from London LHR (in S15), KLM from 
Amsterdam (in May 2014) and Norwegian from Oslo (in 
2013), Barcelona (in June 2016) and Tenerife TFS (in April 
2017). Meanwhile, Vueling, the airport’s biggest airline 
has also been growing its network and annual capacities. 

Seasonality is fairly typical for a European airport with 
the summer peak (in July) being around 80% to 100% 
higher than in the airport’s quietest month of January. 
So far, in the first three months of 2018 traffic has been 
up 5% in January and 9% in February and March. 

Vueling is clear #1  

Vueling is by far the leading airline in Bilbao, responsible 
for just over one-third of all passengers in 2017. The 
Spanish LCC carried over twice as many passengers as 
airlines belonging to the Lufthansa Group. Norwegian 
jumped from ninth to sixth in the airport’s rankings 
thanks primarily to its increased services on the 
Barcelona route, at least during the summer season. 
easyJet reported a 31% increase in passenger numbers 
helped by the launch of new routes to Edinburgh and 
Paris CDG.  

New in the top 12 was Volotea, which until last year had 
only served Bilbao from its Venice VCE base. However, in 
S17 it added new routes to Ibiza, Palma de Mallorca and 
Seville. This year Bilbao has become a designated base 
for the airline and it launched new routes to Malaga, 
Malta and Vienna at the start of the summer season, 
with Palermo flights set to follow in June. 

Barcelona route sees big growth in 2017 

Thanks to Norwegian’s entry into the Barcelona market 
in mid-2016, passenger numbers on the route exceeded 
those on the Madrid route in 2017. Of the nearly 
400,000 extra passengers handled in Bilbao in 2017, 

185,000 of them were on the Barcelona route. However, 
Norwegian withdrew its 3-daily service at the end of S17, 
leaving Vueling once more with a monopoly on the 470-
kilometre route. The second-ranked route to Madrid is 
served by both Iberia and Air Europa. 

The top two international routes are both to Germany, 
with Munich and Frankfurt both served by Lufthansa. 
Last summer saw two routes served by three different 
carriers; Palma de Mallorca (Air Europa, Volotea and 

Vueling) and Paris CDG (Air France, easyJet and Vueling). 
Alicante, Amsterdam, Barcelona, Ibiza, Lanzarote, 
Madrid, Menorca, Milan MXP, Seville, Tenerife TFN and 
Valencia were all served by two carriers during the 
summer season.   

This year will also see new services by Eurowings to 
Hamburg, Norwegian to Stockholm ARN, and Vueling to 
Jerez and Lisbon. There are currently no long-haul 
scheduled services from Bilbao. 

Routes Europe host Bilbao just misses 5 million pax mark in 2017 



 

The ANKER Report  Issue 13/14: Monday 16 April 2018 5 

Germany: Total passenger traffic was up in Germany in 
February despite the disappearance of airberlin. Berlin 
TXL and Düsseldorf are still in recovery mode but three 
of the top 12 airports are reporting double-digit 
passenger growth. easyJet capacity is up almost 60% but 
is still lagging behind that of Ryanair. 

Norway: Easter’s early arrival at the end of March has 
impacted traffic at most Norwegian airports with their 
focus on business traffic. SAS and Widerøe both 
registered double-digit cuts in capacity in March. Wizz 
Air is increasing its lead over Ryanair as the country’s 
biggest ULCC with capacity up over 40%. 

Turkey: Analysis of DHMI data indicates that passenger 
numbers at Turkey’s airports in March were up almost 
19%, compared with 18% in February and 29% in 
January. Turkish Airlines data for Q1 shows load factor 
up 6.5 points to 80.5%, helping to explain why airline 
seat growth is lagging behind passenger growth. 

https://www.aia.gr/igate/
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The national airline of Slovenia, Adria Airways can trace 
its origins back to 1961. A member of the Star Alliance 
since 2004 and based in Ljubljana, the carrier was 
government owned until 2016 when 4K Invest, a private 
equity fund with bases in Munich and Luxembourg, 
bought a majority share in the airline. The new 
management re-focussed the airline’s development in 
Slovenia closing the bases the airline had opened in Lodz 
and Rzeszow in Poland. 

In July 2017 Adria Airways acquired Swiss-based Darwin 
Airline, which had been operating as Etihad Regional. 
With a fleet of six Saab 2000s and four ATR 72-500s the 
airline was rebranded as Adria Airways Switzerland. 
However, by mid-December the airline had ceased flying 
and had been declared bankrupt.  

Scheduled seat capacity from Ljubljana up 8% in 2017 

For the last five years scheduled seat capacity from the 
airline’s main hub in Ljubljana has been between 1.1 and 
1.3 million seats per annum. Last year saw an 8% 
increase in seats to 1.3 million, the highest figure since 
2011.  

Despite the significant capacity increase, only one new 
route was launched last year, a resumption of services to 
Kiev KBP starting in late October. Conversely, flights to 
Berlin TXL and London LGW, which had operated in 
2016, were dropped for 2017. Growth was generated by 
increases in weekly frequency on many of the airline’s 
routes, with the average weekly frequency on routes 
from Ljubljana increasing from 7.5 in August 2016 to 9.7 
in August 2018. 

According to local reports, Adria Airways carried a total 
of 1.1 million passengers in 2016, down 11% from 2015. 
The load factor on scheduled flights was just over 65% 
compared with 68% in 2015.  

The airline currently has a fleet of 15 aircraft. This 
comprises three A319s, nine CRJ-900s and three CRJ-
700s. The most recent addition was a CRJ-900 which 
joined the fleet in March, having previously operated for 
Air Nostrum. Local media reports suggest that the airline 
is planning to lease back the Saab 2000s which were 
previously part of the Darwin Airline fleet starting later 
this summer. 

Over 60% of scheduled seats at Ljubljana 

Adria Airways is by far the biggest airline serving 
Ljubljana Airport. Last year the airline accounted for 62% 
of scheduled seats from Slovenia’s busiest airport. The 
next biggest carriers at the airport are Turkish Airlines 
(which serves Istanbul IST), easyJet (operating to London 
LGW and London STN) and Wizz Air (serving London LTN 
and Brussels CRL). The airport welcomed two new 
airlines in 2017, El Al from Tel Aviv and Transavia from 
Amsterdam. 

Major network expansion in S18 

This summer has already seen Adria Airways launch four 
new routes to Bucharest, Geneva, Hamburg and Sofia, 
with additional new routes to Brac (in Croatia), 
Dubrovnik and Düsseldorf set to launch before the end 
of April. None of these routes will face any direct 
competition this summer. 

Looking at the airline’s biggest route as measured by 
ASKs (Available Seat Kilometres) reveals that Frankfurt 
and Moscow SVO are the airline’s two most significant 
routes. Among the airline’s top 15 routes, six are to hubs 
of other Star Alliance member (Brussels Airlines, LOT 
Polish Airlines, Lufthansa, SAS and SWISS), shown on the 
graph in light blue. 

According to FlightGlobal schedules data the airline’s 
seat capacity will grow by almost 30% from Ljubljana this 
summer, with ASKs up 37%. 

Adria Airways launching seven new routes this summer as capacity 
grows by 30%; Frankfurt and Moscow SVO are biggest routes by ASKs  
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One of the major trends among European LCCs for most 
of the last decade has been the gradual reduction in 
average weekly frequency, when measured across the 
whole of the airlines’ networks. Europe’s two biggest 
LCCs, easyJet and Ryanair demonstrated this clearly.  

Between S06 and S13 easyJet’s average weekly 
frequency fell from 11 flights per week to under eight, 
while Ryanair saw its average weekly frequency 
plummet from almost nine flights per week to just over 
four flights per week during the same period. During that  
time Ryanair in particular had launched hundreds of new 
routes, many operating with just two or three flights per 
week. 

Ryanair’s network strategy shift 

Ryanair’s strategic decision to operate from larger ’hub’ 
airports such as Athens, Brussels BRU, Frankfurt, Milan 
MXP and Rome FCO saw it reverse this trend in S14, S15 
and S16 with average weekly frequency climbing to 
around 5.5 in S16. However, S17 and S18 have seen 
another drop in average weekly frequency to just under 
five flights per week. 

The trend at easyJet has been that after further falls in 
S14 and S15, the average weekly frequency has now 
stabilised at just over seven flights per week. 

Norwegian and Vueling increasing frequencies 

Two of Europe’s other major LCCs, Norwegian and 
Vueling had also seen their average weekly frequency 
drop significantly between S06 and S16. Coincidentally 
(or not) both LCCs have seen an increase in average 
weekly frequency in both S17 and S18 as frequency has 
been increased on core routes and unprofitable low 
frequency routes have been dropped.  

In fact, seven of the nine (U)LCCs analysed have seen an 
increase in average weekly frequency in S18 compared 
with S17, the exceptions being Ryanair and Volotea. 

Volotea beats Wizz Air for low frequency network 

Wizz Air has arguably been the most consistent airline in 
this analysis. In 2006 its average weekly frequency was 
just over four flights per week and 12 years later it is just 
under four flights per week. This summer, of its 553 

routes just 12 will be operated at least 2-daily with the 
airline’s Budapest to London LTN service leading the way 
with 31-weekly flights. A total of 217 routes (almost 40% 
of the network) will be flown just 2-weekly, with a 
further 147 routes (26% of the network)  operating with 
just 3-weekly flights. 

However, when it comes to low frequency operations it 
is relative newcomer Volotea that leads the way. 
Launched in 2013, the average weekly frequency of its 
routes in summer has fallen from around 3.5 flights per 
week to just under three in S18.  

The carrier operates just four of its almost 280 routes 
this summer with at least 2-daily flights, with Catania to 
Verona the only route served 3-daily. A total of 56 routes 

(20%) are operated with just a single weekly flight and a 
further 127 routes (45%) are operated just 2-weekly.  

easyJet’s new routes have highest average frequency 

Looking at the new routes that each of these carriers 
plans to launch in 2018 reveals that easyJet’s new routes 
will launch with an average of 5.2 flights per week. This 
is significantly higher than any of the other carriers with 
Eurowings (3.11) and Wizz Air (3.06) ranking second and 
third. Vueling (3.00) just beats Norwegian (2.85), while 
Ryanair (2.22) and Transavia (2.15) both average just 
over two flights per week for their new routes 

Finally, Volotea (1.55) and Jet2.com (1.52) are launching 
new routes with the lowest average weekly frequency 
this summer. 

Average weekly frequency of leading European LCC networks fell for 
a decade; now seven of nine have seen increase in S18 
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With its headquarters in rural Devon, Exeter-based Flybe 
is the UK’s leading domestic airline in terms of flights. By 
passenger numbers it ranks second behind easyJet but 
ahead of British Airways. The last couple of years have 
seen significant changes at the airline in a number of 
areas. On the management side the airline has 
appointed a new CEO, CCO and Chief Strategy Officer. 
Regarding the fleet, Flybe is continuing to make cuts 
with the number of aircraft expected to fall from 79 this 
March (mostly Q400s and E-jets) to 74 next March.  

Blue Islands, a small Channel Islands based regional 
airline (with a few ATRs) became a franchise carrier in 
June 2016. Then, last year, Flybe ended its franchise 
agreement with Loganair, replacing it with a franchise 
agreement with Eastern Airways. In addition, Stobart Air 
(formerly known as Aer Arann) also operates some 
routes from London SEN for Flybe under a franchise 
agreement.  

Flybe has also been involved in ‘white label’ flying for 
Brussels Airlines and SAS, though the former relationship 
was terminated at the end of the S17 season. New bases 
were established in 2015 in Bournemouth (which closed 
after less than a year) and Cardiff, with a Doncaster 
Sheffield base opening in S16. The start of the S17 
season saw Flybe launch flights from Aberdeen and 
Edinburgh to London LHR. These routes had previously 
been operated by Virgin Atlantic’s Little Red brand. The 
slots for these routes had been reserved as part of the 
deal in 2012 whereby British Airways was allowed to 
absorb bmi British Midland. 

9 million passengers in 2017 

According to UK CAA data, Flybe carried just over nine 
million passengers on its own aircraft in 2017. This was 
an increase of almost 8% on the previous year with 
domestic traffic up 5% and international traffic up 12%. 
The airline reported in its half-yearly results (April to 
September) that load factor had increased by four 
percentage points to 76%. 

Since 2008, domestic passengers have been relatively 
stable at around the five million mark, not helped by the 
UK government’s APD tax which is payable on both legs 
of a domestic return journey. International routes have 
seen demand double between 2007 and 2017, so that 
international passengers last year represented 39% of 
the airline’s total traffic.  

London Southend sees biggest growth 

As part of the airline’s determination to match supply 
more accurately with demand, seat capacity this 
summer at five of the airline’s top six airports is down 
compared with S17. Overall, seat capacity marketed by 
the airline is down 5% in S18 compared with S17, though 
the capacity reduction on Flybe’s own aircraft is down 
just 2%.  

Among the airline’s busiest airports, the biggest growth 
is at London SEN. The start of the W17/18 season saw 
the airline add new multiple-daily services to Dublin, 
Glasgow GLA and Manchester. In addition, Flybe has also 
just resumed service to Antwerp from London SEN. 
However, international routes launched last summer to 
Perpignan, Reus and Venice have not returned for S18. 

Just a few new routes so far in S18 

The start of the summer season saw the airline celebrate 
just two new routes; from Cardiff to Venice VCE and 
from London SEN to Antwerp. Another new service from 
Doncaster Sheffield to Belfast BHD begins on 15 June. 
However, to make room for this new route the airline’s 
Berlin TXL service will be suspended. 

Apart from the already mentioned London SEN and 
Doncaster Sheffield route droppings, several other 
international routes operated last summer are not in the 
airline’s flying programme for S18. These include 
Birmingham to Limoges, Luxembourg, Rennes and 
Toulouse; Southampton to Lyon; and Hannover to Milan 
MXP. 

New destinations for Flybe in S18 not served in S17 are 
Anglesey in Wales (from Cardiff operated by Eastern 
Airways), Antwerp (from London SEN), Paris ORY (from 
Rodez operated by Eastern Airways), Rodez (from Paris 
ORY and Southampton both operated by Eastern 
Airways), and Zurich (from Guernsey and Jersey). 

Flybe carries record 9 million passengers in 2017; capacity being 
managed carefully in S18 with London SEN seeing biggest growth 
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Latest European route news 
Launched routes 

Adria Airways launched a total of four new routes from 
its home base in Ljubljana at the start of the S18 season. 
Using mostly CRJ-700s (at least until early June), the Star 
Alliance member has added Bucharest (initially 2-weekly 
but increasing to 4-weekly), Geneva (3-weekly), 
Hamburg (4-weekly) and Sofia (3-weekly). The airline 
faces no competition on any of these routes. This 
summer sees the airline embark on a major network 
expansion with additional new routes to Brac (in 
Croatia), Dubrovnik and Düsseldorf set to start in April. 
For more on the airline’s recent developments see page 
6 in this issue. 

Aegean Airlines now serves three destinations in 
Switzerland with the launch on 26 March of 2-weekly 
flights from Athens to Basel. The 1,710-kilometre route 
is not currently served by any other carrier, but easyJet 
will launch a competing 2-weekly service from 1 August. 
Aegean Airlines already serves both Geneva and Zurich 
in Switzerland, competing on both these routes with 
SWISS. Compared with last summer, the Greek carrier 
appears to have only dropped two routes; Birmingham 
(served 2-weekly in the summer peak since S14) and 
Kalamata. This leaves the Birmingham to Athens market 
unserved this summer. 

Aer Lingus is growing its presence in the US still further 
with the introduction on 25 March of a new 4-weekly 
service from Dublin to Philadelphia. The 5,300-kilometre 
route will be flown using 757s operated by ASL Airlines 
Ireland. Frequency increases to daily from 18 May. 
American Airlines already serves this route daily, having 
taken over the route from US Airways when the two 
airlines merged. When Aer Lingus starts its other new 
service to Seattle on 18 May it will bring the number of 
US airports served this summer to 12. In summer 2013 it 
was just four (Boston, Chicago, New York JFK and 
Orlando). Since then it has added Hartford (September 
2016), Los Angeles (May 2016), Miami (September 
2017), New York EWR (September 2016), San Francisco 
(April 2014) and Washington IAD (May 2015), though 
some of these had been served prior to 2013.  

Aeroflot began a daily service from St. Petersburg to 
London LGW on 25 March using A319s flown by its 
subsidiary Rossiya. Just three days later the return flight 

to Russia made news headlines in the UK when an 
airport employee was injured during pushback in 
London. The aircraft was slightly damaged and according 
to Flightradar24.com had to delay its return flight until 
09:00 the following morning. The Russian flag-carrier’s 
only other service to the UK is its 5-daily service from its 
main Moscow SVO base to London LHR.  

Air Astana has launched its second route to western 
Europe from Atyrau in Kazakhstan. On 26 March it began 
2-weekly (Mondays and Fridays) flights to Frankfurt 
using its A321s. Flights depart Atyrau at 04:40 arriving in 
Germany at 06:45 local time. The return flight departs 
Frankfurt at 14:15 arriving back in Kazakhstan at 22:00 
local time. Air Astana has been serving Amsterdam (4-
weekly) from Atyrau since November 2006 according to 
FlightGlobal schedules data. The airport in Atyrau is 22 
metres below sea-level (apparently the lowest in the 
world), while the city itself, located on the Caspian Sea, 
is a major centre for oil exploration, which probably 
explains why it is twinned with Aberdeen in Scotland. 

Air Europa chose the start of the S18 season to 
commence service from its Madrid base to Venice VCE. 
The 1,400-kilometre route will be served 2-daily by the 
SkyTeam carrier’s E190s and will face competition from 
Iberia’s 25-weekly offering. This becomes the airline’s 
third route to Italy as it already serves Milan MXP and 
Rome FCO. It last served the Venice market in S11 with 
just 4-weekly flights. In the Canary Islands the carrier 
launched a new 5-daily service between Tenerife TFN 
and La Palma, a short 140-kilometre hop between 
islands, that will be flown by the airline’s ATR 72s. 
Competition on the route comes from BinterCanarias 
(89-weekly) and Canaryfly (28-weekly). 

Air France used the start of the S18 season to re-launch 
service to three destinations and start a new domestic 
link. From Paris CDG the French flag-carrier has resumed 
flights to Catania (3-weekly increasing to daily: last 
served in 1991), Nairobi (3-weekly: last served in 2000) 
and Seattle (3-weekly increasing to 5-weekly: last served 
in 2011) as well as beginning a 2-daily service to Toulon, 
to complement its existing multiple-daily Toulon service 
from Paris ORY. Direct competition will be provided on 
three of these routes by Delta Air Lines, easyJet (to 
Catania) and Kenya Airways. Delta and Kenya Airways 
are, of course, like Air France, also members of SkyTeam. 
Meanwhile, Air France’s services to Cairo, Cape Town 
and Tehran have all been transferred to the airline’s 
Joon brand starting with the summer season. 

Air Malta is undergoing its biggest network expansion 
for over a decade this summer. As part of this it has 
launched five new routes from Malta to Casablanca (2-
weekly), Lisbon (2-weekly), Malaga (2-weekly), St. 
Petersburg (weekly increasing to 2-weekly in June) and 
Venice VCE (2-weekly). All these destinations, with the 
exception of Malaga, have been served by Air Malta in 
the past. All will be flown using the airline’s A320s. None 
of the routes are currently served though Ryanair does 
connect Malta with Venice TSF. During the last decade 
Air Malta has served over 70 destinations from Malta at 
one time or other and is probably the only airline to have 
ever served both Benghazi in Libya and Norwich in the 
UK. This summer the carrier will serve 33 destinations 
from Malta and will account for around 32% of 
scheduled seat capacity at the airport, matching the 
share of Ryanair which will serve over 50 destinations 
from the island this summer.  

Air Mauritius introduced its second route to Europe on 
26 March with the beginning of 2-weekly service from 
Port Louis to Amsterdam. The 9,500-kilometre route, 
which was operated by KLM with 3-weekly flights during 
the recent W17/18 season, will be flown using the 

airline’s A340-300s on Mondays and Fridays. A third 
weekly flight will be added for the peak travel period of 
July and August. The carrier already serves Paris CDG, 
form where it offers over 40 codeshare destinations with 
Air France. Created in 1967, Air Mauritius operates a 
fleet of two A350-900s, six A340-300s, two A330-200s, 
two A319-100s and three ATR 72-500s. 

airBaltic expanded its route network from both Estonia 
and Latvia at the start of the summer season. From 
Tallinn the airline began 2-weekly flights on 27 March on 
the 1,800-kilometre route to London LGW using its 737s, 
competing directly with easyJet, who also offer a 2-
weekly service. From its main base in Riga, new routes 
were launched to Gdansk (3-weekly), Lisbon (2-weekly) 
and Malaga (2-weekly). The Polish city was previously 
served in 2011 and a Q400 will operate the 450-
kilometre route. The other two routes will be flown by 
the airline’s CS300s and none of them currently face 
direct competition.  

Alitalia has resumed flights from Rome FCO on three 
routes. Last served in February 2017, Valencia will once 
again be served with daily A320 flights this summer, 
competing with Vueling’s 8-weekly service. Johannes-
burg was last a destination in 2001 but will now be 
served with 4-weekly A330 flights. Finally, Milan MXP 
service is resumed after a 14-month hiatus. The airline’s 
88-seat E175s will operate this 510-kilometre domestic 
route 4-daily, initially facing no competition. However, 
Air Italy (the new name for Meridiana) will begin 3-daily 
service on 1 May using larger 178-seat 737-800s and 
offering one-way flights from as little as €44. Alitalia also 
began 12-weekly service from Milan LIN to Madrid on 3 
April, competing with Iberia, who operate the 
connection 26-weekly. 

Blue Air on 25 March began 3-weekly service from Turin 
to Paris CDG. Air France already connects these two 
airports with up to 4-daily flights. This will bring to 20 the 
number of destinations served by Blue Air from Turin in 
S18, the same as in S17, having dropped routes to Berlin 
TXL, and Rome FCO, but also started service to 
Stockholm ARN. 
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Braathens Regional has begun a 2-weekly (Fridays and 
Sundays) service between Växjö and Berlin TXL. The 
airline’s ATR 72-600s will operate the 470-kilometre 
route. The Swedish town and the German capital were 
last connected with non-stop flights in January 2012 
according to FlightGlobal schedules data. 

British Airways used the start of the summer season to 
launch three new routes from London. From London 
LHR it began 2-weekly non-stop service to Mahé in the 
Seychelles (using its 787-9s) and 2-weekly (Tuesdays and 
Saturdays) flights to Almeria. Although it faces no direct 
competition on the Almeria service, the Spanish airport 
is served this summer by Jet2.com and Ryanair from 
London STN, and by easyJet and Thomas Cook Airlines 
from London LGW. The UK flag-carrier also resumed 
flights between London LGW and Las Vegas less than 
two years after pulling off the route (which it continues 

to serve from London LHR) possibly in response to 
Norwegian starting the route in October 2016. 

Cathay Pacific Airways has made Brussels its latest 
European destination. On 27 March the oneworld carrier 
began 4-weekly flights from Hong Kong using A350-900s. 
This brings to 14 the number of European airports 
served by the carrier this summer with a total of 116  
weekly flights. Other Asian destinations served non-stop 
from Brussels this summer are Beijing (daily), Shanghai 
(3-weekly) and Shenzhen (2-weekly), all of which are 
served by Hainan Airlines, plus Bangkok (5-weekly with 
Thai Airways), Mumbai (5-weekly with Brussels Airlines) 
and Tokyo NRT (daily with All Nippon Airways). 

Cobalt now serves three airports in London with the 
addition of daily flights from Larnaka to London LHR. It 
already served London LGW and London STN. The new 
service competes with British Airways’ 2-daily service. 
Cobalt has also added Copenhagen (2-weekly) and 

Moscow SVO (6-weekly) to its rapidly growing network. 
Competition exists on both these routes with Danish Air 
Transport, Norwegian and TUI fly Nordic all serving the 
Danish capital and Aeroflot offering 3-daily service on 
the route to the Russian capital. This summer Cobalt will 
serve 21 destinations across Europe and the Middle East 
from Larnaka. For more on Cobalt see Issue 11 of The 
ANKER Report. 

Condor has replaced airberlin in offering flights between 
Düsseldorf and Catania. On 24 March the German 
leisure airline began 2-weekly service (increasing to 3-
weekly from 10 May) using its A320 fleet. The 1,670-
kilometre route to Sicily is already flown by Eurowings 
with a daily service during the peak summer period, up 
from 4-weekly last summer.  

The new Cyprus Airways launched service from Larnaka 
to both Athens and Beirut on 29 March. Both routes will 
initially be served 2-weekly with the airline’s single A319 
before increasing to 4-weekly in early June. Competition 
comes from Cobalt on both routes with Middle East 
Airlines (daily) also serving the short 210-kilometre 
Beirut route. In addition, Olympic Air (6-daily), Blue Air 
(2-daily) and Tus Airways (4-weekly) offer passengers a 
choice on the Athens route during the peak summer 
period. Cyprus Airways currently has just a single A319 
which was previously operated by S7 Airlines, which is a 
shareholder in the new airline. A second aircraft looks 
set to join the fleet at the end of May to enable Cyprus 
Airways to launch several new routes and increase 
frequencies on its existing routes. 

http://www.gva.ch/b2b
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Delta Air Lines chose 30 March as the launch date for its 
newest transatlantic service, a daily service between 
Orlando MCO and Amsterdam. The 7,310-kilometre 
route faces no direct competition and will be flown using 
the airline’s 767-300ERs. Martinair was the last airline to 
connect the two airports in January 2011 though TUI fly 
Netherlands operated a service between Orlando SFB 
and Amsterdam as recently as October 2015. This 
summer Delta will serve the Dutch hub from a total of 10 
US airports, the others being Atlanta, Boston, Detroit, 
Los Angeles, Minneapolis/St. Paul, New York JFK, 
Portland, Salt Lake City and Seattle. 

easyJet enhanced its pan-European network with the 
addition of 13 new routes from seven bases, three in the 
UK, two in France and one each in Portugal and Spain. 
Highlights include the LCC’s first ever routes to Genoa 
(from London LTN and Manchester), Rennes (from Lyon) 
and Reus (from London LTN). The other new routes were 
Edinburgh to Jersey and Seville, London LTN to Dalaman 
and Palermo, Lyon to Fuerteventura and Tel Aviv, Nice 
to Seville, Palma de Mallorca to Stuttgart, and Porto to 
Zurich. The only routes on which easyJet will face direct 
competition are on the Lyon to Rennes route (versus 
HOP! 17-weekly), the Lyon to Tel Aviv route (versus 
Transavia 3-weekly), the Porto to Zurich route (versus 
TAP Portugal, SWISS and Vueling), and most challeng-
ingly the Palma to Stuttgart route, which in the peak 
summer period will also be flown by Eurowings (38-
weekly), TUI fly Deutschland (10-weekly), Condor (daily), 
Laudamotion (daily), Vueling (4-weekly) and Ryanair (3-
weekly). 

easyJet has made Bordeaux its latest base. Although no 
new routes were launched at the start of the summer 
season, nine new destinations will be launched by the 
LCC between the end of April and the end of July, 
bringing the total number of destinations served by the 
carrier from the French airport to 31. 

Eurowings has been busy launching a variety of new 
routes from several German airports, as well as opening 
a new base at Nuremberg. Of the 17 new routes the only 
ones to operate more than 2-weeekly are Munich to 
Hamburg (25-weekly), Berlin TXL to Salzburg (13-
weekly), Berlin TXL to Karlsruhe/Baden-Baden (12-
weekly) and Stuttgart to Wroclaw (4-weekly). The new, 

single aircraft base in Nuremberg allows the carrier to 
add three new routes; to Catania, Heraklion and Olbia, 
all of which will be served 2-weekly. The most new 
routes though have actually been started from the 
carrier’s Stuttgart base. In addition to the Polish route 
there are also new connections to Alicante (2-weekly), 
Palermo (weekly) and Venice VCE (2-weekly). The only 
new route not involving a German airport is a 2-weekly 
service to Catania from Vienna. 

Flybe added two new international routes to its network 
with the introduction of a new 2-weekly service between 
Cardiff and Venice VCE and the resumption of service 
between London SEN and Antwerp which will be flown 4
-weekly. Neither route is served by any other carrier. 
Flybe now serves eight destinations in mainland Europe 
from the Welsh capital, four in Italy, three in Germany 
and Faro. The carrier is by far the biggest airline in 
Cardiff this summer with around 37% of seat capacity 
and 54% of flights. Last summer Flybe served Venice VCE 
2-weekly from London SEN but the route has been 
suspended for this summer. For more on Flybe’s 
network see page 8 of this issue. 

flydubai now serves Poland thanks to the launch on 8 
April of daily flights from Dubai to Krakow. The LCC has 
also resumed service to Croatia with the addition of a 3-
weekly service to Dubrovnik (increasing to 4-weekly 
during the peak summer period) which began on 10 
April. flydubai had previously served Zagreb from 
W14/15 to S16. Other destinations already served by the 
airline in Central Europe include Belgrade, Bratislava, 
Bucharest, Prague, Sarajevo, Skopje, Sofia and Tivat. 

Georgian Airlines has massively expanded its route 
network from Georgia with the launch of eight new 
routes at the start of the summer season from Tbilisi. 
Using its E190s it will offer 2-weekly service to 
Barcelona, Bologna, Bratislava, Brussels BRU, Cologne 
Bonn, Kazan and Paris CDG, as well as 3-weekly service 
to Berlin SXF. None of these routes face direct 
competition. Of the eight inaugural flights, five arrived 
no later than 10 minutes after the planned arrival time 
according to Flightradar24.com.  

Hainan Airlines used the end of March to start three 

new routes between China and Europe. On 20 March the 
carrier launched its third route to Brussels BRU from 
Shenzhen, as it already serves the Belgian capital non-
stop from Beijing and Shanghai. Two days later it began 
service from Shenzhen to Madrid. Both routes are 
served 2-weekly with the airline’s 787s and are the 
carrier’s first routes to Europe from Shenzhen. On 23 
March Hainan Airlines began 3-weekly service between 
Changsha and London LHR. This marks the first time that 
Hainan Airlines has served Europe’s busiest airport. 
None of these routes face direct competition. As a result 
of these new routes, the airline now flies 41 weekly 
flights to Europe (on 13 routes) compared with 31 this 
time last year (on nine routes). 

HOP! has taken up a new domestic route between Lille 
and Brest. The 590-kilometre route will be flown up to 6-
weekly using the airline’s 50-seat ERJ145s. HOP! now 
serves 10 domestic destinations from Lille. Last year the 
Lille to Brest route was served by FlyKISS with 3-weekly 
ERJ flights. Sadly, the airline ceased all operations at the 
end of last May. 

Jet2.com launched six new routes at the start of the 
summer season, with many more to follow in the coming 
weeks. Of the six new routes, three were to Malta, from 
Belfast BFS, Birmingham and London STN. From 
Birmingham there were two further new routes to 
Antalya and Larnaka (both served 2-weekly) and from 
London STN there was a further new route to Naples. All 
these routes are already served from the UK, notably by 
Ryanair (four of the routes), Thomas Cook Airlines and 
TUI Airways (three routes each), Air Malta, Blue Air and 
easyJet (one route each). Although only opened last 
summer, Jet2.com’s new bases at Birmingham and 
London STN are already the leisure airline’s fourth and 
third biggest bases, beaten only by Manchester and 
Leeds Bradford.  

KLM has taken over from Air France operating the route 
between Amsterdam and Nantes. KLM Cityhopper will 
operate the 730-kilometre route 3-daily using a mix of its 
Embraer E175s and E190s. Air France operated the route 
with a mix of A319s and CRJ1000s. Last year almost 
160,000 passengers flew on the route, up 23% on the 
2016 figure. 

Laudamotion (IATA code OE) began daily flights on 26 
March to Palma de Mallorca from Düsseldorf, Frankfurt 
(2-daily) and Stuttgart. All three routes are already flown 
by four other carriers; Condor and TUI fly Deutschland 
operate on all three routes, Eurowings on two of them, 
and easyJet, Lufthansa, Norwegian and Ryanair on one 
of them. Laudamotion is operating the routes with two 
former airberlin A320s, one based in Frankfurt and the 
other in Düsseldorf.  

LEVEL has made Boston its third US route from 
Barcelona with the introduction of 2-weekly flights on 28 
March. The IAG-owned, long-haul LCC (which still 
operates using Iberia’s IB code) will increase service to 3-
weekly from August. LEVEL already serves Los Angeles 
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and Oakland from the Spanish airport, competing with 
Norwegian on both routes. No other carrier connects 
Barcelona and Boston. 

Loganair has taken over from Aer Lingus in connecting 
Donegal in north-west Ireland with Glasgow GLA in 
Scotland. The airline will operate 3-weekly (Tuesdays, 
Thursdays and Sundays) flights year-round with 
additional flights at Easter and during the peak summer 
season. Saab 340s will be employed on the route. 
Donegal’s only other scheduled service is to Dublin with 
Aer Lingus. 

LOT Polish Airlines resumed service to Norway’s capital 
on 25 March. Last served in 2008, the Star Alliance 
carrier once again connects Warsaw WAW with Oslo OSL 
this time with 13-weekly flights using its Embraer E175s 
and E195s. Direct competition comes from Norwegian (8
-weekly using 737-800s) and SAS (2-weekly with 737-
700s). Ryanair and Wizz Air also connect the two 
country capitals; Ryanair operates a daily service from 
Warsaw WMI to Oslo TRF while Wizz Air flies 5-weekly 
from Warsaw WAW to Oslo TRF. LOT has also launched 
its fourth route to Lviv, with the addition of a 2-weekly 
(Tuesdays and Saturdays) service from Olsztyn-Mazury 
using its Q400s. The Polish flag-carrier already serves the 
Ukraine city from Warsaw WAW (20-weekly), Bydgoszcz 
(2-weekly) and Poznan (2-weekly). Last year Olsztyn-
Mazury handled over 100,000 passengers for the first 
time with Ryanair operating flights to London STN (3-
weekly) and Wizz Air operating to London LTN (2-
weekly). 

Lufthansa has launched 10 new routes from its two hubs 
at the start of the S18 season. From Frankfurt it has 
added six routes; to Chisinau (daily), Glasgow GLA 
(daily), San Diego (5-weekly), San Jose in Costa Rica (2-
weekly), Santorini (weekly) and Shenyang (3-weekly), 
while from Munich it has added four routes to Funchal 
(weekly), Katowice (daily), Lodz (5-weekly) and 
Singapore (5-weekly). The Chisinau service (already 
served 6-weekly by Air Moldova) has, in reality, just 
been swopped from Munich to Frankfurt, while the 
Shenyang service is a resumption, having last been flown 
in October 2016. Lufthansa joins Ryanair on the Glasgow 
GLA route while Star Alliance partner Singapore Airlines 
already offers a daily service between Singapore and 
Munich. 

Nordica, which primarily serves Tallinn in Estonia, began 
its second route from Groningen in north-west Holland 
on 25 March. Using CRJ700s operating under LOT’s LO 
code, the carrier began daily flights to Munich, to 
complement its existing, 12-weekly service from the 
Dutch airport to Copenhagen.  

Norwegian added four new transatlantic routes in the 
last four weeks, two each from London LGW and Paris 
CDG. The UK routes are to Chicago (4-weekly increasing 
to daily) and Austin (3-weekly), both of which are new 
destinations for Norwegian. The French routes are to 
Denver (2-weekly) and Oakland (4-weekly). None of 
them face direct competition. In addition, Norwegian 
started four European routes from some of its Nordic 
bases; Bergen to Madrid (2-weekly), Stockholm ARN to 

Reykjavik KEF (2-weekly), Helsinki to Krakow (2-weekly), 
and Copenhagen to Pristina (2-weekly). Three of these 
routes are already flown by other carriers; Icelandair (15
-weekly in the summer peak) and WOW air (4-weekly) 
on the Iceland route, Finnair (7-weekly during the 
summer peak) on the Polish route, and SAS (6-weekly) 
and Germania (weekly, operating on behalf of Air 
Prishtina) on the Kosovo route. 

Pobeda has grown its network in recent weeks by four 
routes, two each from Moscow VKO and St. Petersburg. 
From the Russian capital it has added links to Kaliningrad 
(daily from 26 March) and Irkutsk (daily from 9 April), 
while from St. Petersburg it now offers service to 
Nizhnekamsk (3-weekly from 27 March) and Tbilisi (2-
weekly from 28 March).  

Primera Air launched its first operations from London 
STN on 9 April with the introduction of flights to both 
Alicante and Malaga. Both routes will be served daily by 
the carrier using its 737-800s and face significant 
competition. Ryanair already serves both Spanish 
destinations with 2-daily flights while Jet2.com offers a 
daily service on both routes. In addition, easyJet 
operates 10-weekly on the Malaga route. The leisure 
carrier plans to start transatlantic flights from Stansted 
on 19 April with a New York EWR service followed by 
Boston (18 May), Toronto YYZ (31 May) and Washington 
IAD (22 August). It also plans to add Chania and Palma 
de Mallorca service from late July, and Gran Canaria and 
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Tenerife TFS services from mid-December, making a 
total of 10 destinations in all. 

Qantas became the first carrier to ever operate a non-
stop scheduled service between Australia and the UK 
with the introduction on 24 March of daily flights 
between Perth and London LHR. The 14,465-kilometre 
route is operated by the airline’s 787-9s. According to 
FlightGlobal schedules data this makes it the world’s 
second longest route just behind Qatar Airways’ Doha to 
Auckland route (14,502 kilometres), but ahead of 
Emirates’ Dubai to Auckland service (14,178 kilometres) 
and United Airlines’ Los Angeles to Singapore 
connection (14,095 kilometres). Qantas also resumed 
service between Singapore and London LHR (using flight 
numbers QF1 and QF2) on 25 March, a route it last flew 
in March 2013 before choosing to serve London via 
Dubai instead. The 10,900-kilometre daily service, 
operated by the airline’s A380s, will face competition 
from Singapore Airlines (4-daily) and British Airways (2-
daily). 

Qatar Airways has added two more European 
destinations to its network. Service to Thessaloniki (4-
weekly) in Greece began from Doha on 27 March, while 
Hatay in Turkey saw the commencement of 3-weekly 
service on 4 April. Both routes will be flown using the 
oneworld carrier’s A320 fleet. Qatar Airways already 
serves Athens in Greece and will add Mykonos service in 
May. In Turkey, the carrier already serves Adana, 
Ankara, Istanbul IST and Istanbul SAW, and plans to 
start service to Antalya and Bodrum in June. 

Ryanair continues to lead the way for European route 
launches. The start of the summer season saw the Irish 
ULCC launch a grand total of 69 new routes. This 
included 11 routes from its new base at Bourgas in 
Bulgaria. The average weekly frequency across these 
new routes was just 2.1 with only two of the new routes 
being served daily; Manchester to Belfast BFS and 
Brussels CRL to Malta. For a deeper analysis of the 
airline’s new routes see page 2 in this issue. 

SAS has launched new routes from each of its three main 
Scandinavian bases. From Copenhagen it has added new 
links to Beirut (weekly), Genoa (weekly), Lisbon (2-
weekly) and Sarajevo (2-weekly). Beirut and Lisbon were 
both last served from the Danish capital in 2005, while 

Sarajevo was last served by the airline’s low-cost brand 
snowflake in October 2005. From Oslo OSL SAS has 
introduced new connections to Aarhus (10-weekly), 
Prague (2-weekly) and Warsaw WAW (3-weekly). The 
airline’s Swedish hub at Stockholm ARN welcomed new 
service to Aarhus (6-weekly) and Birmingham (2-
weekly). The Birmingham route has been served at least 
twice before. In addition, SAS added new routes from 
Aarhus to Malaga (weekly), Munich (6-weekly) and 
Palma de Mallorca (weekly), as well as a weekly link 
between Bodø and Alicante, and Malmö and Malaga. 

SkyWork Airlines now connects Berlin TXL and Graz, a 
route that was flown until last May by airberlin. The 
Swiss carrier is operating the 640-kilometre route 
between Germany and Austria 6-weekly with a Saab 
2000. Although it faces no direct competition at present, 
easyJet will be launching its own 3-weekly service 
between the same two airports in early August.  

SWISS added two new routes to its Zurich network at 
the start of the summer season. Service to Kiev KBP was 
resumed with 4-weekly flights, a destination last served 
in September 2014. The route is already served daily by 
Ukraine International Airlines. A new 12-weekly service 
was also launched to Bordeaux which faces no direct 
competition this summer. For the last four summers the 
route had been served 2-weekly during the summer 
peak by Helvetic Airways. SWISS has dropped two 
routes from Zurich that it served last summer; Lyon and 
Sofia. The 330-kilometre route to Lyon had been served 
with up to 3-daily flights but was dropped at the end of 
last October. The route is now flown by Twin Jet using 
much smaller aircraft. The Sofia route is still served by 
Bulgaria Air with up to 4-weekly flights. 

TAP Portugal is expanding its operations from Porto with 
the launch of two new routes and the resumption of two 
others. On 25 March the Star Alliance carrier began 6-
weekly flights to London LCY (using its E190s) and daily 
flights to Ponta Delgada, a route already served by 
Ryanair (6-weekly) and SATA (9-weekly). On the same 
day the carrier resumed service to Barcelona (2-daily) 
and Milan MXP (2-daily). Both routes had been served as 
recently as March 2016. Ryanair provides direct 
competition on both routes with Vueling an additional 
competitor on the Barcelona route. 

TAROM may not have launched any routes from 
Bucharest for quite some time but it has started a couple 
of domestic routes in Romania. The SkyTeam carrier now 
connects Timisoara with both Iasi (4-weekly) and Cluj-
Napoca (3-weekly) using ATR 42s. Both routes were 
previously served until mid-February by Blue Air which 
had launched its connections in October 2016. 

The Dutch part of Transavia has shifted three routes 
from Amsterdam to Rotterdam at the start of the 
summer season. The affected routes are Almeria, 
Dubrovnik and Palermo, all of which will initially be 
served 2-weekly. Another route, from Rotterdam to 
Heraklion, has been resumed, having last been served in 
S15. Transavia has increased its seat capacity from 
Rotterdam this summer by an estimated 7% although 
the number of flights is up 14%. Almost 30 destinations 
will be served on a regular basis from the airport this 
summer. 

The French part of Transavia has added three new 
destinations from its Paris ORY base and four new routes 
from Lyon. From the French capital the LCC has started 
flights to Alicante, Olbia and Rabat all of which will be 
served 3-weekly. Competition comes from easyJet (to 
Olbia), Royal Air Maroc and TUI fly Belgium (to Rabat) 
and Vueling (to Alicante). The four new routes from 
Lyon, all served 2-weekly, are to Catania (competing 
with easyJet), Djerba (competing with Tunisair and 
Nouvelair Tunesie), Malaga (competing with Vueling) 
and Palermo (competing with Volotea and TUI fly 
Belgium). 

Tus Airways has become the fourth carrier to connect 
Larnaka with Thessaloniki. The carrier, which operates a 
small fleet of Fokker 100s and Fokker 70s, began 2-
weekly flights on 2 April using its smaller Fokker 70s. 
Frequency increases to 4-weekly from June. The route is 
already served daily by Cobalt and Olympic Air, and 5-
weekly by Blue Air. In addition, Tus Airways has also 
started a 2-weekly service between Larnaka and 
Alexandroupolis. This 950-kilometre sector is not flown 
by any other carrier. 

Ukraine International Airlines launched two new routes 
at the start of the summer season from Kiev KBP, a 4-
weekly service to Cairo using 737-800s and a daily 
service to Vinnytsia. The latter, domestic sector is only 
just over 210-kilometres long and will be served by the 
airline’s ERJ145s. Neither route faces direct competition. 
Located south-west of Kiev, Vinnytsia becomes the ninth 
domestic destination served by the airline from Kiev, 
joining Chernivtsi, Dnipropetrovsk, Ivano-Frankivsk, 
Kharkiv, Kherson, Lviv, Odessa and Zaporizhzhia. 

United Airlines which last served the route between 
March 2008 and October 2010, has once again 
introduced non-stop, daily service between Denver and 
London LHR. The Star Alliance carrier will use 787-8s on 
the 7,520-kilometre route, which is already served on a 
daily basis by British Airways with larger 747-400s. This 
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A decision appears to have finally been made regarding 
whether or not Nantes will get an all-new airport. In mid-
January the government finally made it clear that a new 
airport would not be approved and that instead the 
existing airport would be developed. 

Traffic has doubled since 2009 

Nantes Atlantique Airport has seen passenger numbers 
double in just eight years. In 2009, the year after the global 
recession started, the airport handled 2.6 million 
passengers. In 2017 it was over 5.4 million. During that 
time domestic traffic had increased by 94% and interna-
tional traffic by 129%. Focussing on just last year, domestic 
demand rose by a healthy 9% while international demand 
was up 21%. Overall, traffic last year was up by 15%, 
exceeding growth in any of the previous 15 years. 

Up until 2007 domestic traffic had accounted for more 
than half of the airport’s traffic but this has now fallen to 
just under 45%. Domestic traffic has continued to grow as 
Nantes is not particularly well served by the French TGV 
network, with no high-speed lines serving the city. 

600,000 passengers last August 

The airport’s seasonality profile is fairly traditional with 
traffic levels much higher from April to October than in the 
other months of the year. Last August the airport had its 
busiest ever month with just over 600,000 passengers. Last 
year’s quietest month, January, saw precisely half as many 
passengers, just under 300,000.  

Traffic growth in the first three months of 2018 has 
continued to impress. January demand was up 16% while 
February and March were up 12% and 27%. Capacity data 
for S18 suggests that the number of seats available from 
the airport will be up around 13% suggesting that further 
impressive growth at the airport is likely in 2018 

LCCs responsible for much of the growth 

Based on figures provided by UAF, the share of the 
airport’s traffic flying on LCCs has grown from 22% in 2011 
to 54% in 2017. easyJet is the airport’s largest LCC and 
offers flights to 13 destinations, including four in France; 
Lille, Lyon, Nice and Toulouse. However, although it grew 
seat capacity in 2017 by 24%, helped by launching new 
routes to Lille and London LTN, it has not added any new 
routes for 2018.  

Volotea, which has a base at the airport, grew its capacity 
at the airport by 35% last year and launched eight new 
routes to Cagliari, Lanzarote, Madrid, Menorca, Mykonos, 
Santorini, Toulouse and Vienna which took the airline’s 
network to 33 routes in all. So far, the only new route 
announced for 2018 is Pula in Croatia, while services to 
Ibiza and Munich have been dropped for 2018. As a result, 
Volotea’s capacity growth in Nantes is a more modest 10% 
this summer. 

Air France’s in-house LCC Transavia is growing Nantes 
capacity by some 38% this summer aided by the launch of 
four new routes to Casablanca, Catania, Djerba and Rome 
FCO. A new route to Agadir commenced last December. 
Air France has also handed over the route to Amsterdam 
to KLM, which becomes a new carrier at the airport. 

Looking further ahead, Ryanair is launching new routes to 
London STN (last served in W08) and Seville at the start of 
the W18/19 season. The carrier currently only offers four 
routes; to Dublin (launched in 2006), Edinburgh (launched 

last October), Fez (2013) and Marseille (2009). It also 
served Nantes in the past from its bases at Bournemouth, 
East Midlands, Faro, Frankfurt HHN, Leeds Bradford, 
Liverpool, Milan BGY and Shannon. 

Last year also saw the arrival of British Airways from 
London LHR, Lufthansa with its Munich service, Twin Jet to 
Metz and SmartWings to Palermo. 

The airport’s top five routes last year were all domestic 
with Lisbon (served by easyJet, TAP Portugal and 

Transavia) the leading international route in terms of 
passenger numbers, followed by Geneva, a route that 
easyJet has all to itself.  

Montreal is only long-haul route 

At present the airport has just a solitary, regular long-haul 
route, a 3-weekly seasonal service to Montreal provided 
by Air Transat. According to airport statistics the route 
served over 27,000 passengers last year, an increase of 
almost 18% on the previous year. 

Nantes welcomed BA and Lufthansa in 2017 as pax passed 5m mark 
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Latest European route news 
is United’s only European service from its base in 
Colorado. It also has only one route from Denver to Asia, 
a daily service to Tokyo NRT. 

Ural Airlines now operates from three airports serving 
the Moscow region. On 25 March the carrier began 
operations from Moscow SVO using its A320 fleet. It 
began daily service to Ekaterinburg, Simferopol and 
Sochi/Adler. Aeroflot already operates these routes with 
eight, six and 10-daily flights respectively. Ural Airlines 
also became the newest airline to serve Frankfurt when 
it began 5-weekly service from St. Petersburg on 26 
March. That route is already flown 3-daily by Lufthansa. 

VLM chose 26 March as the launch date for its new 
route from Antwerp to Birmingham. The 450-kilometre 
route will be flown 5-weekly using the airline’s 50-seat 
Fokker 50s. The route was previously flown by the 
original VLM between October 2015 and March 2016 
according to FlightGlobal schedules data. 

Volotea began operations on 12 new routes during the 
last few weeks, of which eight were from airports in 
France (three from Lyon, two each from Marseille and 
Toulouse and one from Bordeaux). There were also 
three new routes from the airline’s new base in Bilbao 
(to Malaga, Malta and Vienna) and a link between 
Genoa and Madrid. The majority of these routes are 
served either weekly or 2-weekly. Competition exists on 
five of the routes. On the Lyon to Palma de Mallorca 
route passengers could also choose flights from easyJet 
and Vueling, while the Marseille to Palma route is also 
served by Ryanair and Vueling. Volotea’s summer 
capacity is up around 23% compared with S17. Its top 
airports for flights this summer are Venice VCE, Nantes, 
Naples, Verona and Bordeaux. Airports served last 
summer that are not on the airline’s network this 
summer are Chisinau, Mykonos and Southampton. 

Vueling added Alghero to its Barcelona network with 
the launch of 2-weekly flights on 25 March. No other 
carrier serves the route. This summer Vueling will once 
again serve over 120 destinations non-stop from 
Barcelona, including 16 in Italy. The LCC also started new 
routes from Bilbao to Lisbon (2-weekly against TAP 
Portugal) and Jerez (3-weekly), from A Coruna to Palma 
de Mallorca (weekly), Alicante to Marseille (weekly 
against Volotea), and from Rome FCO to Paris CDG (6-
weekly). This last route was previously served by Vueling 

in S09 and will compete with Air France (7-daily) and 
Alitalia (4-daily).  

Wataniya Airways has become the third carrier to link 
Kuwait City and Istanbul SAW. The Kuwaiti carrier will 
operate daily flights using its A320s and compete with 
Pegasus Airlines (11-weekly) and Turkish Airlines (daily). 
Turkish Airlines (3-daily), Kuwait Airways (daily), Jazeera 
Airways (daily) and Atlasglobal (5-weekly) also offer 
service between Kuwait City and Istanbul IST.  

Wizz Air took the opportunity to launch the small matter 
of 24 routes at the start of the summer season. Five of 
the routes were from its base in Wroclaw (to Bari, Basel, 
Gothenburg, Kutaisi and Porto), four from Sofia (to 
Athens, Lisbon, Malaga and Nice), two each from 
London LTN (to Bari and Bratislava) and Poznan (to 
Dortmund and Reykjavik KEF). There were six routes to 
Athens, three each to Dortmund and Lviv, and two to 
Bari. The average weekly frequency of the new routes is 
2.9. Daily services were started between Bucharest and 
Athens, Sofia and Athens, and London LTN and 
Bratislava. Six of the 24 routes are already flown by 
other carriers, notably the Bucharest to Athens route 
which is served by Aegean Airlines (10-weekly), Ryanair 
(daily) and TAROM (5-weekly). More new routes will 
start throughout the summer season. 

http://www.flightglobal.com/srsanalyser
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Latest European airport traffic statistics 
Country Sources: Individual airports, airport authorities, government statistics and ACI Europe. (YTD: Year to date) 

Albania February: Tirana pax +10.1% to 155k. YTD: pax +11.0% to 369k. 

Austria 

February: All airports pax +3.4% to 1.98m; Salzburg pax -6.0% to 220k; Graz pax -1.6% to 61,074; Linz pax +3.0% to 25,001; Klagenfurt pax +4.2% to 15,486. 
YTD (Feb): All airports pax +2.1% to 3.93m; Salzburg pax -4.1% to 433k; Graz pax -1.0% to 119k; Linz pax +5.6% to 48,222; Klagenfurt pax +11.0% to 32,879. 
March: Vienna pax +10.6% to 1.91m, O&D pax +11.2%, transfer pax +9.1%, flights +3.0%. Innsbruck pax +1.9% to 197k (the airport’s busiest ever month). 
YTD (Mar): Vienna pax +6.6% to 4.86m, O&D pax +6.8%, transfer pax +6.6%, flights +1.7%. Innsbruck pax -3.7% to 537k. 

Belgium 

February: All airports pax +5.4% to 2.20m; Liege pax -1.9% to 6,155. 
YTD (Feb): All airports pax +5.7% to 4.39m; Liege pax +6.8% to 13,346. 
March: Brussels BRU pax +4.4% to 1.96m; Brussels CRL pax +8.0% to 585k; Antwerp pax +12.1% to 24,216. 
YTD (Mar): Brussels BRU pax +5.1% to 5.23m; Brussels CRL pax +6.6% to 1.62m; Antwerp pax +13.1% to 62,841. 

Bos. & Herz. March: Sarajevo pax +15.0% to 65,991. YTD: pax +19.2% to 169k. 

Bulgaria 
March: All airports pax +13.0% to 638k; Sofia pax +7.8% to 556k; Varna pax +90.1% to 67,523; Bourgas pax +8.8% to 14,763. 
YTD (Mar): All airports pax +11.4% to 1.75m; Sofia pax +6.1% to 1.53m; Varna pax +90.8% to 179k; Bourgas pax +16.0% to 37,610. 

Croatia 
March: Top 5 airports pax +25.4% to 340k; Zagreb pax +16.2% to 224k; Split pax +57.2% to 53,165; Dubrovnik pax +40.9% to 47,864. 
YTD (Mar): Top 5 airports pax +18.0% to 820k; Zagreb pax +13.5% to 586k; Split pax +33.2% to 117k; Dubrovnik pax +23.8% to 94,038. 

Cyprus 
March: All airports pax +19.5% to 560k; Larnaka pax +19.6% to 411k; Pafos pax +19.0% to 149k. 
YTD (Mar): All airports pax +13.0% to 1.34m; Larnaka pax +12.7% to 1.03m; Pafos pax +14.1% to 309k. 

Czech Republic 
February: All airports pax +12.5% to 960k; Prague pax +13.4% to 940k; Ostrava pax -0.9% to 11,066; Brno pax -31.5% to 9,218. 
YTD (Feb): All airports pax +10.9% to 1.91m; Prague pax +11.9% to 1.87m; Ostrava pax -7.5% to 21,260; Brno pax -32.2% to 19,506. 

Denmark 

March: All airports pax +5.4% to 2.80m; Billund pax +14.9% to 257k; Aalborg pax +4.8% to 130k; Aarhus pax +4.0% to 32,958. 
March: Copenhagen pax +4.5% to 2.38m; O&D +10.0%, transfer -4.6%, domestic -8.9%, Europe +3.5%, intercontinental +20.0%, flights -2.5% 
YTD (Mar): All airports pax +1.7% to 7.40m; Billund pax +13.0% to 679k; Aalborg pax +4.5% to 362k; Aarhus pax +9.1% to 89,262. 
YTD (Mar): Copenhagen pax +0.4% to 6.27m; O&D +3.5%, transfer -8.2%, domestic -5.8%, Europe -0.6%, intercontinental +9.9%, flights -1.0%. 

Estonia March: Tallinn pax +14.2% to 210k. YTD: pax +13.9% to 557k. 

Faroe Islands March: Vagar pax +40.0% to 25,325. YTD: pax +21.7% to 61,575. 

Finland 
March: All airports pax +13.2% to 2.13m, domestic pax +8.4% to 648k, international pax +15.5% to 1.48m; Helsinki pax +13.5% to 1.70m. 
YTD (Mar): All airports pax +12.3% to 5.90m, domestic pax +9.6% to 1.79m, international pax +13.5% to 4.12m; Helsinki pax +12.3% to 4.67m. 

France 

February: Top 15 airports pax +2.0% to 11.08m; Lyon pax +8.9% to 742k; Nice pax +4.0% to 723k; Marseille pax +0.9% to 571k; Paris BVA -3.1% to 249k. 
YTD (Feb): Top 15 airports pax +4.0% to 22.93m; Lyon pax +7.9% to 1.47m; Nice pax +8.2% to 1.45m; Marseille pax +2.9% to 1.17m; Paris BVA -3.0% to 514k. 
March: Nantes pax +26.8% to 423k; Montpellier pax +7.0% to 135k; Strasbourg pax +15.1% to 85,787; Biarritz pax -2.6% to 73,650; Bastia pax +15.6% to 
68,566; Pau pax -1.7% to 51,595. 
YTD (Mar): Nantes pax +18.6% to 1.10m; Montpellier pax +7.6% to 373k; Strasbourg pax +16.4% to 237k; Biarritz pax -2.6% to 199k; Bastia pax +5.1% to 175k; 
Pau pax -1.0% to 144k. 

Germany 

February: All airports (ADV) pax +2.1% to 14.87m; Düsseldorf pax -7.4% to 1.39m; Berlin TXL pax -8.2% to 1.28m; Hamburg pax -0.2% to 1.09m; Berlin SXF pax 
-2.8% to 893k; Stuttgart pax +13.8% to 666k. 
YTD (Feb): All airports (ADV) pax +1.4% to 29.77m; Düsseldorf pax -8.4% to 2.81m; Berlin TXL pax -13.2% to 2.40m; Hamburg pax +0.2% to 2.18m; Berlin SXF 
pax -2.0% to 1.77m; Stuttgart pax +10.2% to 1.30m. 
March: Frankfurt pax +13.2% to 5.52m; international (Europe) +19.4%, domestic +5.3%, intercontinental +7.8%, flights +8.6%. 
March: Munich pax +4.2% to 3.68m; Hannover pax +7.7% to 423k; Memmingen pax +36.4% to 106k; Rostock pax +25.5% to 15,957. 
YTD (Mar): Frankfurt pax +10.0% to 14.43m; Munich pax +2.0% to 9.58m; Hannover pax +8.5% to 1.06m; Memmingen pax +34.5% to 294k. 

Gibraltar March: Gibraltar pax -37.2% to 28,339. YTD: pax -33.8% to 75,351. 

Greece 
March: Athens pax +10.4% to 1.52m, international +18.9%, domestic -4.4%; Thessaloniki pax +3.7% to 406k; Rhodes pax +18.4% to 73,432. 
YTD (Mar): Athens pax +8.0% to 4.01m, international +15.9%, domestic -5.5%; Thessaloniki pax -7.0% to 1.01m; Rhodes pax +9.5% to 185k. 

Hungary March: Budapest pax +17.8% to 1.11m. YTD: pax +17.0% to 2.98m. 

Ireland March: Dublin pax +3.4% to 2.25m; Cork pax +0.4% to 155k. YTD (Mar): Dublin pax +4.3% to 6.08m; Cork pax +2.4% to 429k. 

Italy 
February: All airports pax +6.8% to 10.91m; Rome FCO pax +3.2% to 2.57m; Milan MXP pax +13.9% to 1.54m; Milan BGY pax +6.1% to 851k. 
YTD (Feb): All airports pax +6.2% to 22.31m; Rome FCO pax +0.9% to 5.21m; Milan MXP pax +12.2% to 3.15m; Milan BGY pax +7.0% to 1.78m. 

Kosovo February: Pristina pax +17.3% to 124k. YTD: pax +15.8% to 268k. 

Lithuania March: Vilnius pax +19.7% to 359k. YTD: pax +17.1% to 978k. 

Luxembourg February: Luxembourg pax +16.1% to 243k. YTD: pax +16.4% to 482k. 

Macedonia February: Skopje pax +23.4% to 130k; Ohrid pax -7.8% to 4,672. YTD (Feb): Skopje pax +20.6% to 276k; Ohrid pax +10.2% to 10,461. 

Malta March: Malta pax +22.5% to 471k. YTD: pax +19.4% to 1.17m. 

Moldova February: Chisinau pax +8.4% to 150k. YTD: pax +9.8% to 342k. 

Montenegro February: Podgorica pax +17.7% to 55,002; Tivat pax +15.6% to 16,534. YTD (Feb): Podgorica pax +17.8% to 115k; Tivat pax +25.5% to 36,379. 

Netherlands March: Eindhoven pax +8.5% to 449k; Groningen pax +13.5% to 13,461. YTD (Feb): Eindhoven pax +11.9% to 1.24m; Groningen pax +13.4% to 37,872. 

Norway 
March: All airports pax -1.4% to 4.52m, domestic pax -6.5% to 2.59m, international pax +7.0% to 1.83m. 
March (Top 4 airports): Oslo OSL pax +2.0% to 2.27m; Bergen pax -1.2% to 476k; Trondheim pax -8.4% to 354k; Stavanger pax -4.6% to 331k. 
YTD (Mar): Oslo OSL pax +2.7% to 6.13m; Bergen pax +1.7% to 1.31m; Trondheim pax -4.2% to 983k; Stavanger pax +0.6% to 928k. 

Poland 

March: Krakow pax +18.5% to 514k; Gdansk pax +12.6% to 352k; Katowice pax +22.9% to 255k; Warsaw WMI pax +1.7% to 237k; Wroclaw pax +8.9% to 215k; 
Poznan pax +30.3% to 144k; Rzeszow pax +2.5% to 55,766; Lublin pax +61.9% to 39,105; Bydgoszcz pax +25.4% to 27,302. 
YTD (Mar): Krakow pax +20.9% to 1.41m; Gdansk pax +11.8% to 983k; Katowice pax +25.0% to 712k; Warsaw WMI pax +3.7% to 683k; Wroclaw pax +8.8% to 
606k; Poznan pax +31.1% to 405k; Rzeszow pax +4.1% to 152k; Lublin pax +54.1% to 110k; Bydgoszcz pax +26.5% to 75,933. 

Portugal 
February: Top 5 airports pax +10.3% to 3.15m; Lisbon pax +14.9% to 1.85m; Porto pax +10.4% to 734k; Faro pax -5.6% to 263k; Funchal pax -0.8% to 204k. 
YTD (Feb): Top 5 airports pax +11.0% to 6.36m; Lisbon pax +15.1% to 3.77m; Porto pax +10.2% to 1.50m; Faro pax -3.4% to 480k; Funchal pax +1.6% to 426k. 
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Latest European airport traffic statistics (continued) 
Country Sources: Individual airports, airport authorities, government statistics and ACI Europe. (YTD: Year to date) 

Romania 
February: Bucharest pax +4.7% to 847k; Cluj-Napoca pax +8.9% to 174k; Iasi pax +0.4% to 74,070; Sibiu pax +0.6% to 32,993; Bacau pax -7.2% to 25,460. 
YTD (Feb): Bucharest pax +5.9% to 1.75m; Cluj-Napoca pax +7.5% to 356k; Iasi pax +4.5% to 157k; Sibiu pax +3.9% to 68,114; Bacau pax -9.4% to 52,301. 

Russia 
February: Moscow SVO pax +9.6% to 2.78m; Moscow DME pax -2.4% to 1.77m; Moscow VKO pax +20.6% to 1.22m; Sochi/Adler pax +7.2% to 371k.  
YTD (Feb): Moscow SVO pax +11.2% to 5.84m; Moscow DME pax -1.6% to 3.84m; Moscow VKO pax +22.3% to 3.94m; Sochi/Adler pax +12.9% to 758k.  
March: St. Petersburg pax +12.3% to 1.14m. YTD: pax +8.6% to 3.18m. 

Serbia 
February: Nis pax +24.4% to 27,347. YTD: pax +30.8% to 55,806. 
March: Belgrade pax +6.5% to 366k. YTD: pax +4.3% to 998k. 

Slovakia March: Bratislava pax +20.5% to 130k; Kosice pax +17.1% to 32,915. YTD (Mar): Bratislava pax +18.6% to 354k; Kosice pax +19.3% to 91,632. 

Slovenia March: Ljubljana pax +19.0% to 130k. YTD: pax +14.2% to 329k. 

Spain 

March: All airports pax +11.0% to 19.10m, flights +5.8% to 167k.  
March (Top 5 airports): Madrid pax +9.2% to 4.58m; Barcelona pax +10.6% to 3.83m; Malaga pax +7.9% to 1.29m; Gran Canaria pax +9.9% to 1.29m; Palma de 
Mallorca pax +14.7% to 1.27m. Other notable (>20%): Vitoria +734.6%, El Hierro +52.3%, Reus +41.5%; Ibiza +33.2%; Granada +30.3%, Valencia +28.5%, Seville 
+26.4%, Pamplona +25.6%; Santander +23.3%, Tenerife TFN +22.2%.  
YTD (Mar): All airports pax +9.7% to 49.88m, flights +6.9% to 457k.  
YTD (Mar) (Top 5 airports): Madrid pax +8.7% to 12.63m; Barcelona pax +9.4% to 9.93m; Gran Canaria pax +7.9% to 3.60m; Malaga pax +7.1% to 3.19m; Tenerife 
TFS pax +1.7% to 2.95m. Other notable (>20%): Vitoria +1351%, El Hierro +46.2%, Granada +31.3%, Santander +30.0%, Seville +30.0%, Valencia +28.0%, Ibiza 
+24.5%; Pamplona +23.8%; Tenerife TFN +21.1%. 

Switzerland 
February: Basel pax +4.7% to 501k. YTD: pax +7.7% to 966k 
March: Zurich pax +9.0% to 2.39m; Geneva pax +1.8% to 1.67m; Bern pax -10.8% to 9,176.  
YTD (Mar): Zurich pax +5.6% to 6.38m; Geneva pax +2.5% to 4.60m; Bern pax -7.8% to 24,317.  

Turkey 

March: All airports (DHMI) pax +18.8% to 15.29m; Istanbul IST pax +17.5% to 5.56m; Istanbul SAW pax +15.3% to 2.73m; Ankara pax +37.2% to 1.51m; Izmir pax 
+15.1% to 1.08m; Antalya pax +24.8% to 1.02m; Adana pax +10.0% to 495k; Trabzon pax +7.4% to 312k; Gaziantep pax -1.2% to 244k. 
YTD (Mar): All airports (DHMI) pax +21.7% to 43.09m; Istanbul IST pax +21.5% to 15.54m; Istanbul SAW pax +19.3% to 7.82m; Ankara pax +41.4% to 4.44m; Izmir 
pax +16.1% to 3.09m; Antalya pax +18.4% to 2.48m; Adana pax +10.5% to 1.44m; Trabzon pax +12.8% to 908k; Gaziantep pax +4.5% to 711k. 

Ukraine 
February: All airports pax +21.0% to 1.08m; Kiev KBP pax +13.5% to 682k. 
March: All airports pax +26.5% to 1.30m; Kiev IEV pax +56.6% to 156k; Kharkiv pax +23.9% to 58,701. 
YTD (Mar): All airports pax +21.8% to 3.62m; Kiev IEV pax +50.4% to 442k; Kharkiv pax +27.3% to 172k. 

UK 

February: Birmingham pax -5.5% to 765k; Glasgow pax -6.0% to 567k; Bristol pax +5.6% to 518k; Belfast BFS pax -4.7% to 383k; London LCY pax -3.0% to 330k. 
YTD (Feb): Birmingham pax -4.7% to 1.51m; Glasgow pax -4.5% to 1.15m; Bristol pax +5.8% to 1.0m; Belfast BFS pax -4.3% to 747k; London LCY pax +1.2% to 650k. 
March: London LHR pax +5.5% to 6.49m (Europe +4.2%, N America +6.5%, Asia/Pacific +4.9%, Mid East +10.9%, domestic -1.5%), flights -0.8%. 
March: London LGW pax +2.5% to 3.47m (Europe scheduled +0.7%, domestic -12.1%, N Atlantic +37.0%, other long-haul +15.9%, Ireland -7.6%), flights -0.5%. 
March: Manchester pax +3.5% to 1.99m; London STN pax +5.8% to 1.98m; London LTN pax +0.2% to 1.21m; Edinburgh pax +0.0% to 964k. 
YTD (Mar): London LHR pax +3.1% to 17.69m (Europe +2.5%, N America +2.3%, Asia/Pacific +3.9%, Mid East +3.6%, domestic +2.7%), flights +0.8%. 
YTD (Mar): London STN pax +4.4% to 5.51m; Manchester pax +1.6% to 5.34m; London LTN pax +0.3% to 3.29m; Edinburgh pax +3.5% to 2.65m. 
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now only operates flights as a franchise carrier on behalf 
of Flybe. 

Gibraltar and Moldova are only declining markets 

Looking at the 42 countries that FlightGlobal defines as 
being in Europe (Monaco has been ignored as it only has 
helicopter flights) all except two are showing capacity 
growth this summer. Moldova capacity is down less than 
one percentage point as the country’s two biggest 
airlines, Air Moldova (-2%) and Fly One (-20%), are both 
currently planning capacity cuts this summer. In 
addition, Atlasglobal and Volotea have withdrawn from 
the market since last summer. However, Turkish Airlines 
and Wizz Air are both growing significantly, but not quite 
enough to compensate for cuts elsewhere. 

Gibraltar is still coming to terms with the collapse of 
Monarch Airlines last year which was the country’s 
second biggest airline (after easyJet) with over one-third 
of all scheduled seat capacity). While British Airways has 
stepped in to provide competition with easyJet on the 
route to London LGW, routes to Birmingham and London 
LTN have not yet been picked up by any other carrier, 
which is somewhat surprising. 

Slovenia leads for growth; UK still #1 

An impressive 18 of the 42 countries in Europe are 
expecting double-digit capacity growth this summer, the 
biggest of which is ninth-ranked Greece where capacity 
is up 15%. Significant growth is coming from several 
carriers. In terms of additional seat capacity, the leaders 
are Olympic Air, local carrier Sky Express, Ryanair, 
Ellinair, Volotea and Wizz Air, which has just started 
serving Athens from multiple bases. 

While Albania (+19.5%) and Lithuania (+19.3%) come 
close, it is only Slovenia that is registering capacity 
growth of over 20%. An increase of 21.5% in available 
scheduled seats is being driven by a 29% increase in 
seats being offered by the national carrier Adria Airways. 
The airline will be operating to eight more destinations 
from Ljubljana in S18 than it did in S17. 

While uncertainty over the possible impact on aviation 
of Brexit remains, the UK is still Europe’s leading air 
travel market, though its lead in terms of seat capacity 
over Germany has fallen from 14.3% in S17 to 12.7% in 
S18. Given the rate of growth it could be that Spain will 
overtake both Germany and the UK within five years for 
the most summer seat capacity. 

LCCs much more seasonal than legacy carriers 

A comparison among the top 15 airlines of seat capacity 
offered in August (typically the peak summer month) 
against that offered in February reveals the difference in 
seasonality among the airlines. It should be noted that 
even without seasonality August capacity should be 
10.7% higher than in February because of the difference 
in the number of days, 31 versus 28.  

The top six airlines for seasonality are all (U)LCCs with 
only Pegasus Airlines languishing among the legacy 
carriers. Its relatively low seasonality can be explained 
by its dominant domestic traffic which is inherently less 
seasonal than international traffic. This also explains why 
Norwegian, with its significant domestic network in 
Norway, is at the lower end of the LCCs.  

While easyJet, Eurowings, Ryanair and Wizz Air are all 
surprisingly close, with August capacity between 50% 
and 60% higher than in February, Vueling’s clear lead in 
this analysis is maybe more of a surprise. One of the 
main drivers for this is the key role that Ibiza and 
Menorca play in the airline’s peak summer network. In 
fact, Vueling’s seasonality has reduced slightly, as a 
similar comparison for 2017 shows a 92% difference in 
capacity between August and February, compared with 
81% for this year.  

For extreme seasonality, at least in terms of scheduled 
services, the clear winner among the top 50 European 
airlines appears to be SmartWings (1527%), well ahead 
of Volotea (455%), Thomas Cook Airlines (329%), 
Jet2.com (277%),  Condor (271%) and TUI Airways 
(221%). 

SAS has least seasonality 

Among the major legacy carriers, Aeroflot and Turkish 
Airlines appear to be the most seasonal with SAS the 
least. In fact, allowing for the different lengths of month, 
SAS’s capacity in August is less than 4% higher than it is 
in February. Looking at weekly data in the two months 
reveals that while peak summer capacity is up 9% in 
Copenhagen and 7% in Stockholm ARN, it is down 8% in 

Oslo in August compared with February. This is driven by 
the reduction in domestic capacity in Norway during 
August when business travel is reduced and people go 
on vacation. However, choosing October and January 
(both with 31 days) shows that SAS offers 23% more 
seats from Oslo in the tenth month of the year 
compared with the first. 

The return of several airports in S18 

The ANKER Report has identified a number of European 
airports that will have scheduled services this summer 
than it did not have any last summer according to 
FlightGlobal schedules data. Some of these have had 
regular scheduled services in the past while some have 
welcomed charter services. Burgos in Spain will get a 3-
weekly service to Barcelona starting 1 June, operated on 
behalf of Iberia by Air Nostrum. This is a resumption of a 
route last operated in May 2015. Carlisle, in the north-
west of England, close to the Lake District and the 
Scottish border, welcomes back scheduled flights 
starting 4 June with Loganair. The carrier plans to serve 
Belfast BHD, Dublin and London SEN using Saab 340s. 

Crotone Airport in southern Italy had no commercial 
flights in 2017 after Ryanair withdrew its services to 
Milan BGY, Pisa and Rome FCO at the end of October 
2016. However, the carrier will resume flights to Milan 
BGY and Pisa starting 1 June. Maribor in Slovenia has not 
had scheduled flights since Adria Airways served London 
SEN in S15. Now there is a service to Munich with VLM 
which launched with 5-weekly flights but has already 
been reduced to 2-weekly. 

Mostar in Bosnia & Herzegovina last had scheduled 
services in S14 with Meridiana to Milan MXP according 

to FlightGlobal schedules data, though over 40,000 
passengers used the airport in 2017 on seasonal charter 
flights. Eurowings is starting scheduled flights from 
Düsseldorf and Stuttgart in mid-May while Croatia 
Airlines is adding 2-weekly service to Zagreb on 3 May. 

Targu Mures Airport in Romania has been undergoing 
major renovations resulting in no commercial flights in 
2017. The airport, which handled over 300,000 
passengers per annum between 2012 and 2015 will 
welcome back Wizz Air in 2018, with the first flight to 
Dortmund apparently operating on 16 June, according to 
the airline’s booking tool. Budapest, London LTN and 
Memmingen services will follow before the end of S18. 

Finally, two airports in Russia, Saransk and Ulyanovsk, 
will be welcoming scheduled flights once again in S18. 
Saransk, located 650 kilometres east of Moscow, will 
host four matches, between 16 June and 28 June, in this 
year’s FIFA World Cup, in the newly-built, 44,000-seater 
Mordovia Arena. 


