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London, Moscow and Paris home to
Europe’s most competitive routes
Thanks to the liberalised air traffic environment across much of
Europe (and all of the EU) and the number of airlines operating,
it is no surprise that there are many city-pairs involving
European airports where passengers have considerable choice
when it comes to selecting an airline. But which are the most
competitive routes in Europe? The ANKER Report has analysed
schedule data for the first week of August 2018 and identified
11 city-pairs where there are at least eight carriers competing
either directly, or indirectly. For the purposes of this analysis
city-pairs have been selected rather than airport-pairs, as many
of Europe’s largest cities are served by multiple airports with
significantly overlapping catchment areas.
London, Moscow and Paris lead the way
Of the 11 routes, four are from London, three are from Paris
and two are from Moscow. Two are domestic routes (both in
Russia), two are to New York, two are to Palma de Mallorca and
four involve destinations in Spain. For each route the number

Primera Air, United Airlines and XL Airways France (seven each)
and British Airways (six). Primera Air is a newcomer for this
summer compared with S17.
Russia’s two highly competitive domestic routes
Between Moscow and the Black Sea resort area of Sochi/Adler
there are 221 weekly flights in August. Aeroflot tops the
ranking with 93-weekly, followed by S7 Airlines (42), Pobeda
(25) and Utair (21). Ural Airlines has 17-weekly flights, while
NordStar, Red Wings Airlines and Yakutia are each offering a
daily service. Finally, Nordavia has a 2-weekly service. Seven of
these nine carriers also connect Moscow with Krasnodar, but
with Alrosa Air and Azimuth Airlines replacing Nordavia and
NordStar according to FlightGlobal schedules data.
London-New York gains a carrier in S18
The London-New York market features five airlines each
operating at least two flights per day. British Airways (77weekly flights) leads the way followed by Virgin Atlantic (49),
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In this issue we reveal Europe’s most
competitive routes this summer and
which carriers are competing on them.
We also take a closer look at a flagcarrier (LOT), an LCC (Transavia in the
Netherlands) and a regional carrier
(bmi regional), plus an analysis of the
Swedish market and network developments between Europe and Taiwan.
of weekly frequencies offered by each airline has also been
Plus all the usual new route news and noted. This highlights the difference in the actual size of the 11
analysis, updated airport traffic stats markets. For example, while there are 226 weekly flights spread
across eight carriers between London and New York, the eight
from over 40 countries for January and carriers connecting Berlin and Heraklion in Greece can only
February and six country/region muster a combined total of 22 weekly flights.
snapshots.
Nine airlines offering London-Larnaka service

Note: Due to Easter The ANKER Report Looking at the two international routes that are currently
will return with a double issue on served by nine airlines, the London-Larnaka route is the most
Monday 16 April.
competitive route from the UK. British Airways and Cobalt both
Ralph Anker operate at least 14-weekly flights this summer with easyJet, TUI
Airways and Wizz Air offering a daily service. Jet2.com is in the
ralph@anker-report.com market with 5-weekly flights, Blue Air with 4-weekly flights,
Thomas Cook Airlines with 3-weekly and finally Norwegian with
2-weekly. That comes to 71 weekly flights. Last August there
were actually 10 carriers in this market, with Aegean Airlines
and Monarch Airlines also offering flights, though Wizz Air has
only started its service in 2018.
The Paris-New York market offers 107 weekly flights this
summer spread across nine airlines. Air France leads the way
with 35-weekly flights followed by Delta Air Lines and
Norwegian (14 each); La Compagnie (10); American Airlines,
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United Airlines (35), American Airlines (28) and Delta Air Lines
(14). Norwegian (13), Primera Air (seven) and Air India (three)
are the other players active in the market, with Primera Air
(again) being a newcomer in S18.
For anyone living in the German capital who wants to visit
Heraklion on the Greek island of Crete, there is a choice of eight
carriers in early August. However, none offers more flights than
Germania with its 5-weekly flights. SundAir offers 4-weekly
flights, easyJet and Eurowings 3-weekly, Aegean Airlines,
Ellinair and TUI fly Deutschland 2-weekly, and Corendon
Airlines Europe a weekly service.
Another highly-competitive, though relatively small route is
Paris to Palma de Mallorca. The eight carriers here offer just 42
weekly flights in August. Vueling (14) and easyJet (seven) lead
the way, followed by Air Europa and Air France (five each),
Ryanair, Transavia (France), TUI fly Belgium (three each) and
ASL Airlines France (two).
There are 15 more routes with seven competing airlines of
which 11 involve London. Of the 11, six are to destinations in
Spain, three are in Greece with the others being Malta and
Split. It will be interesting to repeat this exercise for the winter
season to see which routes then lead the rankings.
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LOT regaining local market share with 80 routes from Warsaw in S18
Among major European flag-carriers none has, arguably,
been more dynamic with regard to network
development in the last couple of years than LOT Polish
Airlines. Having struggled financially for many years, the
carrier appears to have turned a corner since the
European Commission granted the airline restructuring
aid of around €200 million from the Polish government
in July 2014. However, this aid came with strings
attached and the airline was required to suspend a
significant number of routes that were deemed
insufficiently profitable.
The number of destinations served each summer from
its main Warsaw WAW base had been between 55 and
65 during the period 2006 to 2014, but this fell to just 42
during the peak summer months of S15. Routes dropped
included Athens, Barcelona, Belgrade, Nice, Split,
Yerevan and Zurich. Many of these were reinstated in
2016 when the airline’s network from the Polish capital
once again exceeded 60 destinations.
Network to reach 80 destinations in S18
The last three years have seen the launch of several
destinations not previously served by LOT from Warsaw,
or not served for many years. In 2016 these included Cluj
-Napoca, Kharkiv, Kosice, Luxembourg, Palanga, Seoul
ICN, Tokyo NRT and Venice VCE. The following year saw
the addition of Astana, Kiev IEV, Los Angeles and
Podgorica. This year has already seen LOT resume
service to Berlin TXL, while new routes set to start this
summer include Billund, Gothenburg, Moscow DME,
Nuremberg and Skopje, while Hannover, Oslo OSL and
Singapore will see service resumptions. Hannover was
last (briefly) served in W12, Oslo was last served in
March 2008 and Singapore services were last operated
back in 1995. This summer the number of international
country markets served is up from 39 to 42 with the
addition of Macedonia, Norway and Singapore.
LOT’s share of Polish market growing again
LOT’s network is heavily focussed on Warsaw WAW,
where it accounted for almost exactly 50% of scheduled
seat capacity in 2017, ahead of Wizz Air (14%), Ryanair
and Lufthansa (around 4% each). However, LOT’s
presence at Poland’s other airports is primarily limited to
domestic services feeding its Warsaw WAW hub. As a
result, with Ryanair and Wizz Air having a major
presence at several Polish airports, LOT’s share of
international seat capacity (including from subsidiary
euroLOT) across all Polish airports, fell from around 25%
in 2007 to just 16% in 2015. In the last two years it has
started to regain market share. However, in 2017 LOT
still ranked third across all Polish airports for
international capacity with just under 19%, still behind
Ryanair (27%) and Wizz Air (23%). Recall too, that total
passenger numbers across all Polish airports grew by an
estimated 17% to 40 million in 2017.
LOT will have 95% of domestic flights in S18
In the domestic market LOT’s only competitor in recent
years has been Ryanair. The Irish ULCC, which has a base
at Warsaw WMI, initially launched flights from there to
Gdansk and Wroclaw in April 2014. However, these were
moved to Warsaw WAW in October 2016 but were
suspended a year later at the end of the S17 season.
Ryanair still operates three domestic routes; from
Warsaw WAW to Szczecin (daily), and from Gdansk to
both Krakow and Wroclaw (both served just 3-weekly in
S18).
LOT, which had 100% of the domestic market in 2013,
saw its capacity share fall to 71% in 2017 after Ryanair’s
expansion in Warsaw WAW. However, in S18 the
national carrier is looking at 90% of domestic seat
capacity and 95% of flights. In terms of daily flights from
Warsaw WAW, LOT is serving Katowice 8-daily, Gdansk
and Wroclaw both 6-daily, Poznan and Rzeszow 5-daily,
Katowice 4-daily, Szczecin 3-daily and Zielona Gora daily.
All these domestic routes are between 230 and 440
kilometres and are nearly all operated by the airline’s
Q400s and Embraer E-Jets.
New US routes from Budapest in S18
This summer LOT will be operating 12 international
routes from Polish airports other than Warsaw WAW. Six
of these are to Tel Aviv, three to Lviv, two to the US
(Krakow to Chicago and Rzeszow to New York EWR) and
one to Budapest (from Krakow). In addition to its own US
services from Warsaw to Chicago (9-weekly), Los Angeles
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(6-weekly), New York EWR (4-weekly) and New York JFK
(10-weekly), LOT is also launching transatlantic flights
from Budapest this summer to Chicago (2-weekly) and
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New York JFK (4-weekly) using its fleet of eight 787s.
These both begin in May and raises the number of US
routes flown this summer to eight.
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France: Demand across French airports grew by a
healthy 6% in January. Five of the top 12 airports
registered double-digit growth with only Paris BVA
reporting a drop in passengers compared with last
January. easyJet and Ryanair both grew capacity about
10% and Transavia France’s seat count was up over 30%.
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Croatia: Zagreb is the dominant airport in Croatia in
winter and reported 10% growth in February. Pula and
Zadar average fewer than 100 passengers per day at this
time of year. Among airlines, Croatia Airlines has a big
lead over fast-growing Eurowings, while both Emirates
and Qatar Airways are among the top six carriers.
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Greece: Athens reported growth of 6.5% in January
above the average of less than 4% for all airports in
Greece. Local domestic carrier Sky Express is growing
fast, but the biggest surprise is the appearance of Italian
leisure airline Blue Panorama as the third busiest carrier
from Greek airports in January.

3

Sweden’s airports aiming for 50m pax in 2018; SAS, Norwegian and
Ryanair all growing about 6% in S18 as easyJet fills airberlin hole
Sweden’s airports handled 46.3 million passengers in 2017,
an all-time record, and just over 6% more than in 2016.
This was driven by an almost 8% increase in international
passenger numbers, compared with more modest growth
of less than 3% in domestic traffic. After decent growth
between 1996 and 2000, traffic fell in each of the three
following years, triggered by the events and consequences
of 9/11. It took the country six years to pass the traffic
levels achieved in 2000 of 32.5 million passengers. The
next downturn came in 2009 (with traffic falling by almost
10%) following the global economic difficulties that started
in 2008. However, this time the market recovered more
quickly. Since registering 12% growth in 2011, total traffic
at Sweden’s airports has grown each year by between 2%
and 6%.
Stockholm ARN has 57% of Swedish airport traffic
With 26.6 million passengers, Stockholm ARN was
responsible for 57% of the country’s total passenger traffic
in 2017. The main airport serving the Swedish capital has
consistently accounted for between 51% and 57% of the
nation’s air traffic during the last 20 years. Last year its
grew its traffic by 7.9%. The country’s second busiest
airport in Gothenburg saw demand grow by 6% to 6.75
million, while Stockholm BMA (+1.1% to 2.53 million),
Malmö (-1.6% to 2.18 million) and Stockholm NYO (+5.2%
to 2.13 million) were the only other Swedish airports to
handle more than two million passengers. Two other
cities, Lulea (+0.5% to 1.20 million) and Umea (-0.4% to
1.05 million), also had airports that passed the one million
passenger mark.
Among smaller airports, two stood out. Skellefteå saw
passenger growth of 50% to reach 422,000 passengers
while Växjö reported growth of 41% to 242,000 passengers. The former benefitted from Norwegian deciding to
compete with SAS from the beginning of S17 on the route
to Stockholm ARN, while the latter was boosted by
Ryanair’s new service to Gdansk, and Wizz Air launching
flights from its bases in Skopje and Tuzla.
International airline capacity up 4% in S18
In S17, airberlin was one of Sweden’s top 10 airlines for
international air services, thanks primarily to its routes
from Gothenburg and Stockholm ARN to Berlin TXL. With
the airline’s demise, easyJet has taken over both of these
routes and is, not surprisingly, the fastest-growing airline
among the country’s top 15 airlines for international
services. In Sweden at least, SAS is still significantly larger
than Norwegian with both currently looking to grow their
S18 seat capacity by between 6% and 7%.
Third-ranked Ryanair is also only looking at 6% growth this
summer. Apart from easyJet (+181%) the only other top 15
airlines recording double-digit growth in S18 in the
Swedish market are Finnair, Turkish Airlines and Wizz Air
(all +16%) and LOT Polish Airlines (+11%). Overall, across
all carriers, scheduled seat capacity is set to grow by
around 4% this summer.
Leading German market sees biggest drop
Despite the drop in seat capacity in the German market
because of the collapse of airberlin, it remains the leading
country market from Sweden in both Q2 and Q3. Even in
Q3, Spain only makes it up to second place, though this
may be understated if some leisure airlines do not report
their schedules to FlightGlobal.
Near neighbours Finland and Poland are both looking at
capacity growth of over 20% this summer. While the
Finnish growth is mostly driven by capacity growth on the
Stockholm to Helsinki route by Finnair, Norwegian and
SAS, growth in the Polish market is focussed on new routes
by ULCCs Ryanair and Wizz Air, as well as LOT’s decision to
add Gothenburg to its Warsaw WAW network last August.
Stockholm to get new Chinese route
Looking ahead, Sweden’s leading airport will welcome
several new routes this summer. SAS will add Aarhus,
Birmingham and Verona, while Norwegian will add Bilbao
and Reykjavik KEF to its network. S7 arrives from St.
Petersburg in early June, while Alitalia starts Milan Linate
service in May.
Shanghai PVG will be added to the airport’s network when
China Eastern Airlines begins its 4-weekly service, which is
set to start on 16 June. Air China already serves Stockholm
ARN from Beijing with daily flights.
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Italy: Passenger numbers grew by almost 6% in January
across all Italian airports despite the country’s busiest
airport still reporting a small year-on-year drop in
demand. Naples traffic grew by a staggering 52% while
four other top 12 airports also reported double-digit
growth.
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Portugal: Traffic up almost 12% across the country’s
airports in January with Lisbon (+15%) leading the way,
aided by TAP Portugal’s strong capacity growth of 16%.
None of the four (U)LCCs ranked second to fifth in
Portugal could match the impressive growth of the
national carrier.

Issue 12: Monday 19 March 2018

Sweden: Modest 2% growth in Sweden in February, with
two of the country’s top four airports reporting fewer
passengers than last February. Capacity was apparently
up almost 6% according to FlightGlobal schedules data
with Norwegian, Ryanair and Wizz Air all registering
capacity increases of 20% or more.
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Transavia NL expanding from three Dutch airports; Spain is main
market; Lelystad services will have to wait until 2020
KLM’s in-house LCC (Transavia NL, IATA code HV) now
operates a fleet of almost 40 737s (mostly -800s with
189 seats) and will this summer be focussing its activities
on the Dutch market. In Amsterdam, its biggest base, it
has just over 8% of the airport’s total seat capacity this
summer, fractionally behind easyJet in the battle to be
the Dutch airport’s second biggest carrier after KLM. In
Eindhoven it accounts for around 34% of scheduled seat
capacity, ranking it second behind Ryanair (44%), while
in Rotterdam it is the dominant carrier with 86% of
capacity this summer.
Between 2004 and 2010 Transavia NL’s scheduled seat
capacity remained relatively stable from Dutch airports.
However, in the following six years capacity virtually
doubled and this expansion continued in 2017 and
appears set to grow again in 2018. The Air France KLM
Group only reports traffic statistics for the whole of the
Transavia Group which also includes the Paris ORY based
subsidiary (IATA code TO). Transavia overall carried 14.8
million passengers in 2017, up 11.2% compared with
2016. Load factor improved by 1.4 percentage points to
90.6%. The Dutch part of Transavia represents around
60% of the total, compared with 40% for the French
part.
No new routes from Amsterdam but frequencies up
This summer, Transavia NL is growing its peak summer
capacity from Amsterdam by around 13%. However,
there are no new destinations, while three routes
(Almeria, Dubrovnik and Palermo), have actually been
transferred to the airline’s base in Rotterdam. As a result
the average frequency on the airline’s 60-plus routes
from Amsterdam has increased from just over five flights
per week to just over six flights per week. Transavia NL’s
top destinations in August for monthly flights are Malaga
(93 flights), Faro (76), Alicante (75), Heraklion (70) and
Barcelona (67).
In Rotterdam, the airline’s peak summer capacity is up
around 11%, thanks not only to the three re-allocated
routes from Amsterdam, but also new routes to Al
Hoceima in Morocco (which launched last November),
Lamezia Terme (starting at the end of April) and Lisbon
(which launched in February), plus the resumption of
services to Heraklion on 6 April. The airline’s top four
routes in August from Rotterdam are Faro (58 flights),
Alicante (54), Malaga (54) and Girona (44).
In Eindhoven, peak summer capacity is up around 10%.
Since last summer Transavia NL has added new routes to
Seville (26 October), Marrakech (1 November) and Tel
Aviv (3 November), while Rijeka in Croatia will be served
2-weekly from 5 July until 2 September. This brings to 24
the number of Transavia NL routes from Eindhoven this
summer. Ryanair is a major competitor in Eindhoven and
competes directly on 14 of Transavia NL’s 24 routes; to
Alicante, Bologna, Faro, Gran Canaria, Ibiza, Lanzarote,
Lisbon, Malaga, Marrakech, Palma de Mallorca, Prague,
Seville, Tenerife TFS and Valencia.
We need to talk about Munich (and Copenhagen)
Every few years, it seems, Transavia NL has a plan to
expand outside of its home market. In late 2008 the
airline responded to the collapse of Sterling in Denmark
by opening a base in Copenhagen. Launched with 10
routes and serving 12 destinations in S09, routes were
cut for W09 and S10 with the last based flights operating
in W10 to Faro, Gran Canaria, Innsbruck and Salzburg.
Then, in S16, a four aircraft base was opened in Munich.
A total of 18 destinations were introduced. In S17 the
number of flights had been cut by over 40%. Though
new routes to Amsterdam, Barcelona and Dublin had
been added, five routes had been dropped (to Bari,
Copenhagen, Pisa, Porto and Venice VCE) while
frequencies had been cut on several others. At the end
of S17 the base was closed after just three seasons.
Talking at the recent CONNECT event in Tbilisi, Oliver
Newton, Head of Network Planning for Transavia NL
confirmed that the airline had no plans to develop bases
outside of the Netherlands for the foreseeable future.
However, it would be interested in operating from
Lelystad, as and when the airport is finally approved for
handling commercial services. It was due to open to
commercial traffic in April 2019, but a recent
government announcement has delayed this until 2020.
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Europe-Taiwan market welcomes back Air France as non-stop
capacity grows by more than 20% for fourth straight year in 2018
In each of the last three years capacity on non-stop
services between Europe and Taiwan has grown by
between 20% and 30%. As a result, capacity virtually
doubled between 2014 and 2017 and this summer the
market is set for further growth. Air France is launching a
3-weekly service from Paris CDG to Taipei on 16 April
using its 777-200ERs. It last served the market over 20
years ago via Bangkok. In addition, EVA Air has added
non-stop service to/from Vienna, to complement its
existing one-stop service via Bangkok.
As a result, non-stop capacity between Europe and
Taiwan is set to grow by 32% in S18 compared with S17,
helped also by the launch on 1 December 2017 by China
Airlines’ service to London LGW using its A350-900s. This
marked a return to the UK market for the Taiwanese
carrier, which had previously served London LHR
between the end of March 2010 and the end of March
2012. For the first year the airline operated 3-weekly
flights using A340-300s but this reduced to just 2-weekly
during the second year.
Many one-stop services converted to non-stop
In 2008 China Airlines was the only carrier connecting
Europe and Taiwan, with a 5-weekly service to Frankfurt.
In 2009, EVA Air resumed its non-stop service from Paris
CDG which had operated in 2004-2007, while China
Airlines resumed flights to Vienna. The following year
saw the addition of China Airlines’ London LHR service.
The next major development was the decision by KLM to
convert its long-standing, one-stop service via Bangkok
into a daily, non-stop service in March 2012. Turkish
Airlines joined the market in 2015 with the introduction
of daily flights from Istanbul IST in S15. Then, in late
2016 China Airlines converted its one-stop services from
Amsterdam (via Bangkok) and Rome FCO (via Delhi) to
non-stop service. Finally, China Airlines returned to the
UK market last December with its non-stop London LGW
service.
Only EVA Air still operates 1-stop service
Although EVA Air launched non-stop service between
Taipei and Vienna on 9 March, it is still maintaining its
one-stop service to the Austrian capital via Bangkok. In
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addition, it is still flying from Amsterdam and London
LHR to Taipei, but with both services stopping also in
Bangkok. All other carriers in the market now operate
their flights between Europe and Taiwan on a non-stop
basis.
Amsterdam top for weekly frequencies
In August 2018 there will be seven European airports
with non-stop service to Taiwan. In order of weekly
frequencies, they are Amsterdam (11), Paris CDG (10),
Vienna (eight), Frankfurt and Istanbul IST (both with
seven), London LGW (five) and Rome FCO (three). If we
add in the one-stop services then Amsterdam increases
to 14, Vienna to 12 and London LHR joins the list with
seven.
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Only Air France, KLM and Turkish Airlines serve Taiwan
among European carriers. Maybe surprisingly there is no
British Airways, Finnair, Lufthansa or SAS.
European tourist arrivals up 10% in 2017
According to Taiwanese government statistics on
tourism in 2017, arrivals from Europe were up 10% to
330,000. This represented only just over 3% of all
tourism arrivals to Taiwan. The UK and Germany led the
way with around 65,000 visitors each followed by France
with just under 47,000.
Mainland China accounted for 25% of arrivals with Hong
Kong and Macau representing a further 16%. Japan
accounted for around 18%, South Korea around 10% and
the US a further 7%.
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Latest European route news
Launched routes
EVA Air began non-stop service between Taipei and
Vienna on 9 March. The 3-weekly service, operated with
777-300ERs, will complement the airline’s existing 4weekly, 1-stop service via Bangkok BKK. Competition on
the route comes from China Airlines which has been
operating between the two airports since May 2005. This
summer it will operate the route 5-weekly using A350900s compared with 3-weekly in S17. As a result,
capacity for non-stop service between Austria and
Taiwan is up 155% this summer. EVA Air already serves
Paris CDG non-stop from Taipei, as well as Amsterdam
and London LHR via Bangkok. For more on the EuropeTaiwan market see page 7 of this issue.

service from Istanbul IST to Samarkand using 737-800s.
The 3,200-kilometre route is already flown 2-weekly by
Uzbekistan Airways. The same two carriers already
connect Istanbul IST with the Uzbek capital Tashkent
with daily flights. In addition, the Turkish flag-carrier has
resumed service to Aqaba in Jordan with 3-weekly
flights, having last flown the 1,400-kilometre route at the
end of October 2016.
Wizz Air has recently launched a new 2-weekly service
between Budapest and Stavanger on 15 March, and also
resumed service between Katowice and Athens on 9
March. The latter service was last flown by Wizz Air in
2005. This summer the ULCC will be flying to 41
destinations from Katowice and to over 60 destinations
from Budapest. Compared with last summer Wizz Air
has dropped routes from Budapest to Karlsruhe/BadenBaden and Lamezia Terme, while Frankfurt HHN services
have been moved to Frankfurt FRA.

Announced routes

LATAM Brasil on 16 March began 4-weekly service from
its Sao Paulo GRU base to Rome FCO using its 767s. The
Italian capital becomes the oneworld airline’s seventh
destination in Europe and second in Italy, as it already
serves Barcelona, Frankfurt, London LHR, Madrid, Milan
MXP and Paris CDG with daily flights this summer.
Competition on the new 9,400-kilometre route comes
from Alitalia’s 11-weekly service. Alitalia also serves
Buenos Aires (competing with Aerolineas Argentinas),
Rio de Janeiro and Santiago in South America from its
Rome FCO hub.

Having absorbed the network of Thomas Cook Airlines
Belgium, Brussels Airlines is adding a new route to
Turkey this summer. From 29 June the Star Alliance
carrier will begin 4-weekly service from Brussels BRU to
Antalya using its A320s. Competition on the 2,600kilometre route will come this summer from TUI fly
Belgium (9-weekly) and SunExpress (2-weekly). This is
Brussels Airlines’ only service to Turkey as it ceased
serving Istanbul IST in early 2007. Turkish Airlines now
serves this market with 4-daily flights.
China Eastern Airlines will add Sweden to its European
network when it introduces service to Stockholm ARN
from Shanghai on 16 June. The 4-weekly service will be
operated by the SkyTeam member’s A330-200s. This will
be the airline’s tenth destination in Europe served nonstop from Shanghai, after Amsterdam, Frankfurt,
London LHR, Madrid, Moscow SVO, Paris CDG, Prague,
Rome FCO and St. Petersburg.
Eurowings is growing in Stuttgart this summer. It has
recently announced new, seasonal routes from the
German airport to Jersey in the Channel Islands, Tivat in
Montenegro and Varna in Bulgaria. Lufthansa’s in-house
LCC will serve some 66 destinations from Stuttgart this
summer and will offer around 18% more seats than it did
in S17. Other new routes from the airport include
Alicante, Mostar, Newquay, Palermo, Venice VCE,
Wroclaw and Zakynthos. However, five routes have
been discontinued since last summer; Ankara, Istanbul
SAW, London STN, Reykjavik KEF and Rostock.

LOT Polish Airlines launched a weekly service from
Rzeszow to Tel Aviv on 11 March. The 2,300-kilometre
route will be flown by the Star Alliance carrier’s 737-800
fleet and faces no direct competition. The Polish flagcarrier will this summer serve the Israeli city from a total
of six Polish airports. For a more detailed analysis of the
carrier’s recent network development see page 2 of this
issue. LOT’s only other international service from
Rzeszow this summer is a weekly service to New York
EWR which begins on 29 April.
NextJet began a new domestic route in Sweden on 12
March. The carrier introduced 16-weekly flights on the
810-kilometre route between Umea and Gothenburg
using 50-seat CRJs. The route was last served on a daily
basis by Braathens Regional last June. Since then SAS
has connected the two airports on an irregular basis.
Last year Umea Airport handled 1.05 million passengers,
making it Sweden’s seventh busiest airport. With 6.75
million passengers Gothenburg is Sweden’s second
busiest airport. For more on the Swedish market see
page 4 of this issue.
Red Wings Airlines on Sunday 18 March commenced
daily service between Moscow DME and Yerevan in
Armenia. The carrier will use a mix of A320s and A321s
on the 1,760-kilometre route which is already flown by
S7 Airlines with a 2-daily service. Aeroflot also serves
the Armenian capital with 6-daily flights from Moscow
SVO, while Utair operates 2-daily flights from Moscow
VKO.
Turkish Airlines has added a second destination in
Uzbekistan with the launch on 16 March of 2-weekly
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Hainan Airlines will start serving London LHR non-stop
from Changsha starting on 23 March. The Chinese carrier
will operate 3-weekly using 787-8s and 787-9s. With 23.8
million passengers in 2017 (making it China’s 14th busiest
airport), Changsha’s only other direct service to Europe
is a 3-weekly service to Frankfurt with China Southern
Airlines. This will be Hainan Airlines’ first service to
Europe’s busiest airport. It already serves 10 other
airports in Europe including Brussels BRU, Madrid, Paris
CDG and Rome FCO. It started its first route to the UK,
between Beijing and Manchester, back in June 2016, a
route it now serves with 4-weekly flights.
Laudamotion (IATA code OE) has revealed its planned
network for S18. It will operate from six airports in
Germany, five in Austria and two in Switzerland, with
Vienna (23 weekly departures) and Zurich (also 23
weekly departures) being its biggest bases. Düsseldorf
will be the busiest airport for the carrier in Germany with
14 weekly departures. Of the 106 weekly departures
currently planned in July, 81 will be to destinations in
Spain with Palma de Mallorca (served from all 13
airports) dominating with 65 weekly departures. Airports
in Greece will welcome 15 flights per week, Italy eight
and Cyprus two.
Loganair will become the first carrier since 1993 to
operate scheduled services from Carlisle in the UK
starting 4 June. The airport, owned by The Stobart
Group, will get links to Belfast BHD (6-weekly), Dublin
(daily) and London SEN (13-weekly) using the airline’s
Saab 340s. Located in the north-west of England, close to
the Scottish border and the Lake District, Carlisle is
around 90 kilometres west of Newcastle.
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Loganair has stepped in to replace Ryanair on the route
between Glasgow GLA and City of Derry. The ULCC will
move its 5-weekly service to Edinburgh at the start of
W18/19. Loganair will also operate the service 5-weekly
but with a mix of much smaller Saab 340s and Saab
2000s. This bring to 12 the number of destinations
served by the Scottish carrier from Glasgow.
Middle East Airlines is preparing to make Madrid its 13th
destination in Europe with the launch on 16 June of 3weekly flights from Beirut. The 3,500-kilometre route
will be flown on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays
using the Lebanese carrier’s A320s. No other carrier
connects the two airports. This summer Middle East
Airlines will link Beirut with Athens, Brussels BRU,
Copenhagen, Frankfurt, Geneva, Istanbul IST, Larnaka,
London LHR, Milan MXP, Nice, Paris CDG and Rome FCO.
Qatar Airways is not letting issues with its neighbours
stop it from launching new routes from its Doha base.
The oneworld carrier recently confirmed the launch
dates for four new European routes this summer,
including the resumption of flights to London LGW.
Double-daily flights will begin on 22 May, increasing to
16-weekly. The three other new routes all begin in June
and are to Antalya (2-weekly) and Bodrum (2-weekly) in
Turkey and Malaga (4-weekly) in Spain. These
destinations are normally more associated with
European leisure carriers taking folk from colder
northern European destinations to somewhere warm for
their summer holidays.
Ryanair has announced its first ever routes to Turkey.
From 24 June it will begin weekly (Sunday) flights from
Dublin to Dalaman, followed on 28 June by weekly
(Thursday) flights from Bratislava to Dalaman. Neither
route is currently served by any other carrier.
Sky Express is growing its domestic network from
Athens this summer with the addition of 2-daily service
to Alexandroupolis and Kefalonia (beginning on 1 May)
and Mytilene and Samos (beginning on 16 July). All
routes will be flown by the carrier’s ATR 42 fleet. Aegean
Airlines’ subsidiary Olympic Air already operates
multiple-daily flights on each of these routes. According
to FlightGlobal schedules data for S18, Sky Express is
now the second biggest airline in the Greek domestic
market having increased its seat capacity by 90%
compared with S17. It now accounts for around 14% of
all domestic seats and around 28% of all domestic flights,
second only to Olympic Air. Ryanair has now slipped to
third in the Greek domestic market as measured by seat
capacity.
TAROM may not have started (or dropped) any routes
from Bucharest in the last 12 months but finally its
network planners and marketing folk have something to
get excited about. The carrier has announced that it will
start two new domestic routes from Timisoara to ClujNapoca (3-weekly) and Iasi (4-weekly) at the start of the
S18 season using its ATR 42s. Both routes were
previously served by Blue Air with much larger 737s, but
the carrier ceased operations on both routes in midFebruary.
Even before starting service there, Wizz Air has already
announced further expansion from its new base in
Vienna. in November Kharkiv will be added to the
network, followed in February 2019 by Catania, Lisbon,
Madrid, Milan MXP and Nice. For the start of S19
services to Malmö, Reykjavik KEF and Stockholm NYO
will all be added. Austrian Airlines and Eurowings
already serve several of these destination in S18, though
the most competitive route could be to Catania which is
currently served by Air Malta, Austrian Airlines and
Eurowings in S18.
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Latest European airport traffic statistics
Data published here has been made public between 5 March and 16 March 2018.
Country

Sources: Individual airports, airport authorities, government statistics and ACI Europe. (YTD: Year to date)

Albania

January: Tirana pax +11.7% to 214k.

Austria

January: All airports pax +0.7% to 1.95m; Salzburg pax -1.9% to 212k; Linz pax +8.4% to 23,221; Klagenfurt pax +18.2% to 17,033.
February: Vienna pax +6.5% to 1.48m, O&D pax +5.9%, transfer pax +9.6%, flights +1.8%. Innsbruck pax -6.0% to 176k.
YTD (Feb): Vienna pax +4.2% to 2.96m, O&D pax +4.2%, transfer pax +5.0%, flights +0.9%. Innsbruck pax -6.6% to 340k.

Belgium

January: All airports pax +6.1% to 2.19m; Liege pax +15.5% to 7,191.
February: Brussels BRU pax +5.4% to 1.65m; Brussels CRL pax +4.7% to 507k; Antwerp pax +18.1% to 20,221; Ostend pax +16.6% to 16,686.
YTD (Feb): Brussels BRU pax +5.5% to 3.27m; Brussels CRL pax +5.8% to 1.04m; Antwerp pax +13.8% to 38,625; Ostend pax +14.6% to 32,397.

Bos. & Herz.

February: Sarajevo pax +19.1% to 48,986; Tuzla pax +55.7% to 35,976.
YTD (Feb): Sarajevo pax +22.1% to 103k; Tuzla pax +55.5% to 76,539.

Bulgaria

February: Varna pax +75.0% to 51,223; Bourgas pax +17.5% to 9,804.

Croatia

February: Top 5 airports pax +12.9% to 229k; Zagreb pax +10.3% to 171k; Split pax +28.0% to 30,629; Dubrovnik pax +5.5% to 24,074.

Czech Republic

January: All airports pax +9.4% to 953k; Brno pax -32.8% to 10,228; Ostrava pax -13.8% to 10,194.

Cyprus

February: Larnaka pax +10.9% to 303k; Pafos pax +11.9% to 83,473.
YTD (Feb): Larnaka pax +8.4% to 615k; Pafos pax +10.0% to 160k.

Denmark

February: All airports pax +0.4% to 2.31m; Billund pax +12.2% to 212k.
February: Copenhagen pax -1.3% to 1.96m; O&D +0.2%, transfer -6.6%, domestic -2.3%, Europe -2.5%, intercontinental +7.6%, London -13%, Oslo -4%,
Stockholm -5%. Flights +0.7% to 18,766.
YTD (Feb): All airports pax -0.4% to 4.60m; Billund pax +11.9% to 422k.
YTD (Feb): Copenhagen pax -2.0% to 3.89m; O&D -0.2%, transfer -10.5%, domestic -4.0%, Europe -2.9%, intercontinental +4.9%, London -11%, Oslo -2%,
Stockholm -6%. Flights -0.2% to 37,683.

Estonia

February: Tallinn pax +14.4% to 171k. YTD: pax +13.8% to 346k.

Faroe Islands

February: Vagar pax +13.1% to 16.659. YTD: pax +11.6% to 36,250.

Finland

February: All airports pax +12.0 to 1.88m, domestic pax +9.9% to 587k, international pax +13.0% to 1.30m. Helsinki pax +11.8% to 1.48m; Oulu pax +5.2% to
84,718; Rovaniemi pax +13.8% to 69,015; Kittila pax +12.0% to 65,396; Ivalo pax +32.3% to 38,179.

France

January: Top 15 airports pax +5.8% to 11.85m; Nice pax +12.8% to 732k.
February: Paris CDG pax +2.7% to 4.75m; Paris ORY pax -2.8% to 2.19m; Toulouse pax +2.4% to 668k; Bordeaux pax +2.8% to 381k; Montpellier pax -0.6% to
110k; Strasbourg pax +9.9% to 69,726; Biarritz pax -7.1% to 60,098; Bastia pax -3.9% to 50,071; Pau pax -2.9% to 45,269.
YTD (Feb): Paris CDG pax +3.8% to 9.96m; Paris ORY pax +0.6% to 4.57m; Toulouse pax +5.4% to 1.35m; Bordeaux pax +3.0% to 772k; Montpellier pax +7.9% to
237k; Strasbourg pax +17.1% to 151k; Biarritz pax -2.7% to 125k; Bastia pax -0.7% to 106k; Pau pax -0.6% to 92,143.

Georgia

February: All airports pax +36.0% to 241k; Tbilisi pax +39.0% to 211k; Kutaisi pax +14.5% to 22,514k; Batumi pax 30.3% to 7,625.

Germany

February: Frankfurt pax +8.5% to 4.37m; international (Europe) +13.2%, domestic +4.0%, intercontinental +4.0%, movements +7.6%
February: Munich pax +0.2% to 2.96m; Cologne Bonn pax +4.3% to 735k; Hannover pax +11.1% to 318k; Nuremberg pax +6.1% to 250k; Memmingen pax
+30.6% to 98,338.
YTD (Feb): Frankfurt pax +8.0% to 8.91m; Munich pax +0.6% to 5.91m; Cologne Bonn pax +3.1% to 1.50m; Hannover pax +9.0% to 639k; Nuremberg pax +8.1%
to 488k; Memmingen pax +33.5% to 189k.

Gibraltar

February: Gibraltar pax -29.4% to 25,552. YTD: pax -31.6% to 47,012.

Greece

February: Athens pax +6.5% to 1.20m, international +16.5%, domestic -9.0%; Thessaloniki pax -13.7% to 296k; Rhodes pax +2.4% to 53,358; Chania pax -40.1%
to 39,838; Santorini pax +2.2% to 30,481; Kavala pax +410.1% to 26,391.

Hungary

February: Budapest pax +15.9% to 910k. YTD: pax +16.5% to 1.87m.

Iceland

February: Reykjavik KEF pax +11.7% to 544k. YTD: pax +13.5% to 1.11m.

Ireland

February: Dublin pax +3.2% to 1.85m; Cork pax +3.4% to 137k; Knock pax +1.8% to 42,905. YTD (Feb): Dublin pax +4.8% to 3.82m; Cork pax +3.6% to 274k.

Kosovo

January: Pristina pax +17.3% to 144k.

Lithuania

February: All airports pax +15.9% to 377k; Vilnius pax +17.0% to 299k; Kaunas pax +15.9% to 62,692; Palanga pax -1.5% to 15,792.

Luxembourg

January: Luxembourg pax +16.8% to 240k.

Macedonia

January: Skopje pax +18.3% to 146k; Ohrid pax +30.8% to 5,789.

Malta

February: Malta pax +18.0% to 349k. YTD: pax +17.3% to 701k.

Moldova

January: Chisinau pax +10.9% to 192k.

Montenegro

January: Podgorica pax +17.8% to 59,861; Tivat pax +35.1% to 19,845.

Netherlands

February: Amsterdam pax +9.6% to 4.75m, O&D pax +8.5%, transfer pax +11.4%, Europe pax +10.1%, intercontinental pax +8.7%, flights +5.0%.
February: Eindhoven pax +13.1% to 391k; Rotterdam pax -11.9% to 90,156.

Norway

February: All airports pax +3.1% to 4.02m, domestic pax +2.1% to 2.38m, international pax +5.0% to 1.55m.
February (Top 6 airports): Oslo OSL pax +3.7% to 1.97m; Bergen pax +3.0% to 419k; Trondheim pax -1.6% to 321k; Stavanger pax +4.5% to 301k, Tromso pax
+7.2% to 198k; Oslo TRF pax +16.8% to 141k.

Poland

February: Warsaw WAW pax +12.9% to 1.06m; Krakow pax +24.5% to 452k; Katowice pax +25.8% to 224k; Poznan pax +31.4% to 129k; Lublin pax +54.0% to
35,106; Bydgoszcz pax +34.6% to 23,703.
YTD (Feb): Warsaw WAW pax +14.7% to 2.18m; Krakow pax +22.3% to 892k; Katowice pax +26.1% to 458k; Poznan pax +31.5% to 261k; Lublin pax +50.2% to
71,172; Bydgoszcz pax +27.2% to 48,631.

Portugal

January: Top 5 airports pax +11.6% to 3.22m; Lisbon pax +15.2% to 1.92m; Porto pax +10.0% to 762k; Faro pax -0.7% to 217k; Funchal pax +4.0% to 222k;
Ponta Delgada pax +5.6% to 99,312.
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Latest European airport traffic statistics (continued)
Country
airports,
airport authorities,
government
Data
publishedSources:
here hasIndividual
been made
public between
8 January and
19 Januarystatistics
2018. and ACI Europe. (YTD: Year to date)
Romania

January: All airports pax +7.7% to 1.38m; Bucharest pax +7.1% to 908k; Cluj-Napoca pax +6.2% to 182k; Timisoara pax +6.0% to 119k; Sibiu pax +7.1% to 35,121;
Bacau pax -11.3% to 26,841.
February: Timisoaraa pax +4.3% to 118k. YTD: pax +5.2% to 237k.

Russia

January: Moscow SVO pax +12.6% to 3.06m; Moscow DME pax -0.9% to 2.07m; Moscow VKO pax +25.5% to 1.36m; Rostov-on-Don pax +21.3% to 229k.
February: St. Petersburg pax +9.8% to 954k. YTD: pax +6.7% to 2.03m.

Serbia

January: Nis pax +37.5% to 28,459.
February: Belgrade pax +5.3% to 297k. YTD: pax +3.1% to 631k.

Slovakia

February: Bratislava pax +16.7% to 107k; Kosice pax +27.6% to 29,240. YTD (Feb): Bratislava pax +17.6% to 224k; Kosice pax +20.9% to 58,717.

Slovenia

February: Ljubljana pax +10.2% to 99,213. YTD: pax +11.3% to 200k.

Spain

February: All airports pax +9.2% to 15.28m, flights +8.4% to 142k.
February (Top 5 airports): Madrid pax +9.3% to 3.92m; Barcelona pax +8.3% to 3.03m; Gran Canaria pax +7.1% to 1.13m; Malaga pax +5.4% to 964k; Tenerife TFS
pax +0.9% to 929k. Other notable (>20%): Vitoria +2561%, El Hierro +42.5%, Santander +32.4%, Granada +32.4%, Seville +32.2%, Valencia +28.2%, Jerez +23.9%,
Tenerife TFN +21.1%; Pamplona +20.4%.
YTD (Feb) (Top 5 airports): Madrid pax +8.4% to 8.05m; Barcelona pax +8.7% to 6.09m; Gran Canaria pax +6.8% to 2.31m; Malaga pax +6.6% to 1.90m; Tenerife
TFS pax +0.7% to 1.90m. Other notable (>20%): Vitoria +2436%, El Hierro +42.9%, Santander +34.4%, Seville +32.4%, Granada +32.0%, Valencia +27.7%, Jerez
+23.3%, Pamplona +22.7%; Tenerife TFN +20.4%.

Sweden

February: Top 22 airports pax +2.1% to 3.18m. Stockholm ARN pax +1.8% to 1.80m; Gothenburg pax +1.9% to 451k; Stockholm BMA pax -2.8% to 189k; Malmö
pax -2.3% to 152k; Stockholm NYO pax +17.0% to 127k.

Switzerland

February: Zurich pax +4.6% to 1.97m; Geneva pax +3.2% to 1.46m; Bern pax -0.9% to 7,980. YTD (Feb): Zurich pax +3.6% to 3.98m; Geneva pax +3.0% to 2.93m.

Turkey

February: All airports (DHMI) pax +17.7% to 13.05m; Istanbul IST pax +17.6% to 4.73m; Istanbul SAW pax +16.9% to 2.38m; Ankara pax +39.5% to 1.37m; Izmir
pax +11.3% to 936k; Antalya pax +12.3% to 674k; Adana pax +7.9% to 440k; Trabzon pax +7.7% to 276k; Gaziantep pax +4.6% to 221k.
YTD (Feb): All airports (DHMI) pax +23.3% to 27.80m; Istanbul IST pax +23.9% to 9.98m; Istanbul SAW pax +21.6% to 5.09m; Ankara pax +43.7% to 2.92m; Izmir
pax +16.6% to 2.01m; Antalya pax +14.3% to 1.46m; Adana pax +10.8% to 945k; Trabzon pax +15.9% to 596k; Gaziantep pax +7.7% to 467k.

Ukraine

January: All airports pax +17.9% to 1.25m. Kiev KBP pax +11.3% to 789k; Odessa pax +18.3% to 89,638.
February: All airports pax +21.0% to 1.08m. Kiev IEV pax +51.6% to 131k; Odessa pax +19.1% to 77,214; Kharkiv pax +33.4% to 53,378.
YTD (Feb): All airports pax +19.3% to 2.33m. Kiev IEV pax +47.2% to 286k; Odessa pax +18.7% to 167k; Kharkiv pax +29.1% to 113k.

UK

January: Birmingham pax -3.9% to 746k; Bristol pax +4.9% to 481k; Liverpool pax +2.0% to 324k; Belfast BHD pax +3.5% to 165k.
February: London LHR pax +2.4% to 5.39m (Europe +1.8%, N America +0.3%, Asia/Pacific +5.2%, Mid East +1.9%, domestic +3.6%), flights +0.8%.
February: London LGW pax +0.7% to 2.98m (Europe scheduled -1.1%, domestic -9.3%, N Atlantic +25.9%, other long-haul +12.6%, Ireland -1.5%), flights -1.4%.
February: London STN pax +4.8% to 1.73m; Manchester pax +0.9% to 1.69m; London LTN pax -1.7% to 1.04m; Edinburgh pax +4.4% to 847k; Liverpool pax +4.0%
to 335k.
YTD (Feb): London LHR pax +1.7% to 11.20m (Europe +1.6%, N America -0.3%, Asia/Pacific +3.4%, Mid East +0.0%, domestic +5.2%), flights +1.7%.
YTD (Feb): London STN pax +4.0% to 3.53m; Manchester pax +0.8% to 3.36m; London LTN pax +0.9% to 2.08m; Edinburgh pax +5.8% to 1.68m.
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bmi regional sets new passenger record in November; Bristol and
Munich are main hubs for airline operating 20 ERJs
Late last year bmi regional celebrated its fifth
anniversary as an independent airline. Having originally
been part of bmi British Midland (which was bought by
IAG from Lufthansa in 2012) the regional subsidiary was
sold initially to Sector Aviation Holdings. The airline is
now part of Airline Investments Limited, which also
owns Loganair. It has codeshare agreements with
Brussels Airlines, Loganair and Lufthansa. A total of 20
aircraft are operated by bmi regional; four 37-seat ERJ135s and 16 49-seat ERJ-145s. Planespotters.net
estimates that the average age of the fleet is around 18
years with all aircraft between 16 and 20 years old.
Over half a million passengers in 2017
According to analysis of UK CAA statistics, bmi regional
carried between 400,000 and 450,000 passengers each
year between 2013 and 2016. However, in 2017 it finally
passed the half a million mark for the first time.
After an understandably challenging start in 2013, when
monthly load factors occasionally fell below 40%, the
airline has gradually increased the proportion of seats
filled on its aircraft. A 60% load factor was achieved for
the first time in September 2015, while S17 saw the
airline achieve a 60% load factor in four successive
months (June through September).
Unlike in previous winters when demand fell, this winter
has seen record passenger numbers in November of
almost 58,000. This has been achieved thanks to the
launch of two new domestic routes in Germany. Since
the end of October, bmi regional has been connecting
Munich and Saarbrücken with 12-weekly flights, as well
as operating daily flights between Stuttgart and Rostock.
The former route was last served by German regional
carrier OLT in January 2013 using Fokker 100s. The latter
route was flown by Eurowings 2-weekly last summer
using airberlin A320s.
High network churn
When launched as an independent carrier in W12/13 the
airline offered 15 routes. According to analysis by The
ANKER Report, just three of these routes are still being
flown in S18; Aberdeen to Bristol, Aberdeen to Esbjerg
and East Midlands to Brussels. Since the start of W12/13
bmi regional has operated around 60 scheduled services
at one time or another, though never more than about
30 at any given time.
Most recently, scheduled services between Bremen and
Toulouse ceased at the end of October 2017, while
Birmingham to Nuremberg flights ended in early
December. The long-standing Aberdeen to Norwich
service was terminated in mid-February, after Flybe
entered the market at the start of W17/18 using its new
franchise partner Eastern Airways.
The route between Munich and Southampton, launched
in April 2016 is set to end on 24 March, while flights for
travel between Birmingham and Gothenburg, a route
launched only last May, are no longer bookable on the
airline’s website.
Bristol and Munich are still top two airports for seats
As last summer, Bristol and Munich are bmi regional’s
two busiest airports for flights this summer. From the
German airport the carrier offers non-stop service to
seven airports (Bristol, Brno, Lublin, Milan BGY,
Norrköping, Rostock and Saarbrücken) while from Bristol
there are flights this summer to nine destinations
(Aberdeen, Brussels, Düsseldorf, Frankfurt, Gothenburg,
Hamburg, Milan MXP, Munich and Paris CDG).
The significant increase in Brussels capacity is as a result
of the airline becoming the marketing airline, as well as
the operating airline, for Brussels Airlines’ routes to
Bristol and Nuremberg.
Plenty of early morning flights for business travellers
As might be expected from an airline focussing on
business traffic, there are plenty of early morning flights.
Looking at Monday 19 March, bmi regional operates 85
return flights during the day using its fleet. Ten of these
depart before 07:00, while only two reach their
destinations after 22:00.
The airline’s shortest sector is the 182-kilometre service
between Jönköping and Karlstad, while the longest is
currently the 1,380-kilometre link between Birmingham
and Graz.
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