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Ryanair launches 131 new routes for
W17/18 despite high-profile cuts
The high-profile, mass media coverage given to Ryanair’s
unexpected decision to suspend 34 routes for the upcoming
winter season, overlooked something equally significant.
According to analysis of FlightGlobal schedules data, the Irish
carrier is actually launching 131 new routes in the next couple
of weeks. No, that’s not a misprint and it does not include
seasonal resumptions. That’s 131 genuine new routes that it
wasn’t operating either this summer or last winter. Compare
that with easyJet which is launching just 19 new routes during

In terms of country ranking, the top nine remain unchanged,
with the UK extending its lead over Germany. However,
Sweden has replaced Switzerland in tenth place, Poland has
overtaken Denmark, while both Ireland and Greece have
overtaken Austria.

the same period. A year ago, Ryanair launched around 90 new
routes at the start of the W16/17 season, so this year’s network
expansion should not be seen as anything that extraordinary
for the airline. Consider also, that between October and
November, Ryanair will be suspending over 400 routes which
only operate during the summer season.

developing routes to Italy from Tirana. Another new entrant is
local carrier Albawings which also serves Italy, sometimes in
partnership with Italian LCC blu-express. Wizz Air also entered
the Albanian market this summer when it began linking Tirana
with its Budapest base.

Flights up 3.3%, seats 5.7%

Measured by departing seats from European airports, Ryanair
continues to lead the way, though with just 4.3% more seats
than last November it is actually growing less quickly than
second ranked Lufthansa (+9.6%) and third-placed Turkish
Airlines (+12.6%). The Turkish flag carrier and Vueling are the
only top 10 airlines reporting double-digit growth this
November, though just behind in 11th place is Eurowings.
Lufthansa’s LCC has seen impressive seat growth of 30%
compared with last November. The only other carriers among
the Top 40 European airlines growing by more than 30% this
winter are Blue Air (+31%), Binter Canarias (+36%), LOT Polish
Airlines (+38%) and Jet2.com (+75%).

The importance of Ernest to Albania
The biggest growth in a country market has been in Albania
where scheduled seat capacity is up almost 50%. This is
primarily down to the emergence of Ernest, which has been

Welcome

This is The ANKER Report - a new, free,
fortnightly newsletter that takes a
detailed look at the European aviation
scene.
In this issue I focus on the start of the
winter season which begins on Sunday
29 October. Despite the near hysteria
in some parts of the UK press when
Ryanair decided to drop 34 routes to
ease operational problems, what
wasn’t noticed is that the carrier is still
launching 131 new routes this winter.
Wow! That’s 40 more than last winter
and just about 100 more than any
other European carrier is launching this
winter.

Analysis of the most recent flight schedule data for November
2017, which has been updated to include the demise of
Monarch Airlines and the ending of all airberlin flights operated
using the ‘ab’ code, shows that seat capacity across all
European airports is expected to be 5.7% higher than in
November 2016. The number of flights is up just 3.3%,
highlighting an increase in the average number of seats per
Got any suggestions for stories or flight. ASKs are up just over 8%, revealing a small increase in
feedback, then why not drop me a line average sector length of flights this winter.

at ralph@anker-report.com.

Capacity down in Germany and Gibraltar

The demise of airberlin, until recently one of Europe’s 10
biggest airlines, has resulted in capacity at German airports
Ralph Anker dropping by 2% compared with last November. This is not as
dramatic as might have been feared as Lufthansa, and more
significantly Eurowings, have grown their seat capacity since
last November. Other countries showing a small decline in seat
capacity in November are Austria and Denmark, though in both
cases the figure is less than 2%. By contrast, the collapse of
Monarch has had a serious impact on Gibraltar, with seat
capacity down an alarming 43%. Hopefully, one of the other UK
leisure airlines, such as Jet2.com or TUI Airways (as Thomson
Airways has now been rebranded) will take up the slack before
too long.
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Jet2.com capacity up 75%

Transavia and Flybe offering fewer seats
Of the top 40 airlines in Europe, six are showing a reduction in
seat capacity compared with a year ago. Having abandoned its
base in Munich, the Dutch part of Transavia is registering a 9%
cut in seat capacity this November. However, its Amsterdam
capacity is up 20% while Rotterdam capacity is down 23%. Flybe
is showing an almost 8% reduction in seat capacity, but half of
that can be attributed to the ending of its franchise agreement
with Loganair. Flybe’s own flying capacity is down 3.5%
compared with last winter, with double-digit reductions at
three of its top four airports; Birmingham, Manchester and
Southampton.

continues on page 12
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Georgia’s traffic grows almost 50% in first nine months of 2017;
Tbilisi to host CONNECT route planning event in February 2018
Air traffic in Georgia is booming. Passenger numbers are
up 47% for the first nine months of 2017 across the
country’s three main airports of Batumi, Kutaisi and
Tbilisi. Almost 3.2 million passengers have been handled
during that period, which is already well over the 2.84
million passengers welcomed in the whole of 2016.
Tbilisi Airport, which serves the country’s capital, has
already recorded 2.44 million passengers, an impressive
increase of 41% compared with the same period last
year. Batumi, on the Black Sea coast, has seen demand
grow by 58% to almost 430,000 passengers, while the
relatively new airport at Kutaisi (which opened in 2012)
is reporting traffic growth of almost 80% to 325,000
passengers.
As recently as 2010 the country’s airports were handling
fewer than one million passengers per annum. This year
should see demand of close to four million passengers,
which would exceed the country’s population of around
3.7 million.
Tbilisi’s traffic typically peaks in August. This year the
airport welcomed over 400,000 passengers in that
month. This compares with just 150,000 in February, the
airport’s quietest month of the year.
Georgian Airways now #1 carrier
Among carriers, growth has been driven by the flagcarrier Georgian Airways (with 65% more seats in 2017
than in 2016), Wizz Air (+87%) and flydubai (+70%),
according to analysis of FlightGlobal schedules data. In
2016 Turkish Airlines was the biggest airline serving the
country, but its growth has been only 4% this year
allowing Georgian Airways to overtake it in terms of
available seat capacity.
Georgian Airways added new routes this summer from
Tbilisi to Kiev IEV, London LGW and Prague as well as
increasing frequency on its single biggest route to
Moscow VKO. Its fleet currently comprises three 737700s, two Embraer E190s and a single CRJ 200. Looking
ahead, the carrier has announced plans to add seven
new routes to Barcelona, Berlin SXF, Bologna, Bratislava,
Brussels BRU, Düsseldorf and Paris CDG starting next
summer.
flydubai also grew its presence significantly, increasing
frequency on its Tbilisi service and commencing flights to
Batumi on 22 June. Among the top 12 airlines in Georgia,
both Qatar Airways and Ural Airlines have doubled their
seat capacity in the country since 2016.
Russian market now bigger than Turkey
Based on scheduled traffic data, Russia overtook Turkey
in 2017 to become the leading country market from
Georgia. While seven of the top eight country markets
grew by at least 20%, Turkey’s seat capacity was up just
4%. Germany (+70%), the UAE (+59%) and Russia (+46%)
have all seen impressive growth.
Qatar saw massive growth as Qatar Airways once again
operated its flight to Doha non-stop, rather than via
Baku. The UK was a new market in 2017 with Georgian
Airways beginning non-stop service in April from Tbilisi
to London LGW, while Wizz Air has been connecting
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Kutaisi with London LTN since mid-June.

CONNECT in Tbilisi in February

The ULCC now operates to 12 destinations from Kutaisi,
which it made a base in September 2016, having served
the airport since April 2013. Wizz Air recently announced
new routes from Kutaisi to Barcelona, Paris BVA, Prague
and Rome FCO, as a result of which it will base a second
A320 at the airport from May 2018.

To experience Georgia up close and personal why not
head for Tbilisi in February, when the 15th CONNECT
international route development forum for airline and
airport route planners will take place there, from the
20th to the 22nd. The ANKER Report will be attending, so
hopefully I will see you there!
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Germany: Eleven of Germany’s top 12 airports reported
traffic growth in August (the exception was Bremen),
with Nuremberg registering a well above average 21%
increase in passengers. Eurowings, Wizz Air and Ryanair
were the fastest-growing major airlines contributing to
overall passenger growth of 6.0%

Netherlands: The leading Dutch airports all enjoyed a
good September resulting in traffic growth of 7.0% in the
Netherlands. Many carriers contributed to the growth
with none showing growth of much over 10%. Vueling
was the only one of the leading airlines to show a small
decrease in capacity compared with last September.

Poland: Four of the country’s top 5 airports reported
growth of more than 15%, resulting in national growth
of almost 18% in August. In a 3-way fight for leading
airline status, LOT Polish Airlines, Ryanair and Wizz Air all
reported impressive growth. However, in percentage
terms they were all beaten by Travel Service Poland.

www.connect-aviation.com
The ANKER Report
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Ryanair opens new Poznan base and avoids competing with Wizz Air
Poznan is Poland’s seventh busiest airport, handling just
over 1.7 million passengers in 2016. This represents 5% of
the total traffic that passed through the country’s airports
last year. The start of the winter season sees Ryanair make
Poznan a designated base, although it has been serving the
airport since September 2005 when it began flights from
its London STN base.
Basing an aircraft in Poznan is allowing the ULCC to begin
six new routes this winter (to Athens, Billund, Castellon,
Eilat/Ovda, Oslo TRF and Tel Aviv) and resume flights to
Madrid. All these routes will be flown 2-weekly. Ryanair
already operates year-round service to Poznan from
Alicante, Bristol, Dublin, Edinburgh, Liverpool, London STN
and Malta, as well as seasonal, summer-only flights from
Corfu and Girona. This means that it will now serve a total
of 16 routes from Poznan. However, Ryanair has also tried
a few routes to Poznan that are no longer operating. These
are Barcelona, Bologna, East Midlands, Milan BGY, Oslo
RYG, Palma de Mallorca, Reus and Rome CIA.
Wizz Air base since 2008
Located around 300 kilometres west of Warsaw, 240
kilometres east of Berlin and 140 kilometres north of
Wroclaw, Poznan has an impressive old town featuring
some stunning baroque architecture. The airport is located
just five kilometres west of the city centre. After Poland
joined the EU in May 2004, passenger numbers at the
airport grew rapidly from 260,000 in 2003 to almost 1.3
million in 2008, the year that Wizz Air opened a base.
Traffic then grew to 1.6 million in 2012, but fell by 15% in
2013 after the collapse in July 2012 of OLT Express
Regional (formerly operating as Jet Air) which had
operated a number of domestic routes. Wizz Air also
dropped several routes (Cork, Dortmund and Rome FCO)
and Ryanair ended its Madrid route.
Like Ryanair, Wizz Air had been serving Poznan since
September 2005 when it began flights from London LTN. In
late January 2008 it made the airport a base launching
service to Doncaster/Sheffield, Dortmund, Glasgow PIK,
Malmo and Oslo TRF. In total it has served 19 destinations
from Poznan since 2005, of which 10 were still operating
this summer, with the newest destination being Kiev IEV.
Routes that Wizz Air has dropped from Poznan include
Bergen, Bourgas, Cork, Dortmund, Glasgow GLA, Glasgow
PIK, Milan BGY, Rome FCO and Stockholm VST. From the
start of S18 it will add service to Reykjavik/Keflavik with 3weekly flights. Maybe surprisingly, the only direct
competition with Ryanair is on the Oslo TRF route, though
both ULCCs serve London, with Wizz Air serving Luton and
Ryanair flying to Stansted.
LOT, Lufthansa and SAS offer hub connections
Apart from Ryanair and Wizz Air, Lufthansa operates yearround scheduled services to its Frankfurt and Munich
hubs, LOT Polish Airlines serves Warsaw WAW and Lviv,
and SAS serves Copenhagen. Enter Air, Small Planet
Airlines Poland and Travel Service Poland offer a range of
mostly seasonal leisure destinations. As a result, the
airport welcomes more than twice as many passengers in
the peak months of July and August as it does during the
November to February period. In the first eight months of
2017 passenger numbers are up a modest 2.3% compared
with 2016.

The ANKER Report

Ryanair will grow Poznan capacity by 30%

compared with a year ago.

Ryanair serves 13 airports in Poland this year. Poznan is
the airline’s sixth biggest Polish airport with almost 110
departures in October. This is set to increase to 145 in
November with the addition of the new routes. Warsaw
WMI and Krakow are by some distance Ryanair’s two
biggest Polish bases, followed by Wroclaw and Gdansk. All
these bases saw an increase in flights this October

The UK is by far the biggest country market for the airport
with almost twice as much capacity in 2017 as there is to
Germany. Domestic routes rank just third. Looking at UK
destinations, Ryanair serves Bristol, Edinburgh, Liverpool
and London STN while Wizz Air offers flights to Birmingham, Doncaster/Sheffield and London LTN. There are
currently no LCCs serving either Germany or Italy.
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Turkey: Turkey’s airports continue to see significant
growth after last year’s problems. In particular tourists,
at least from some parts of the world, are flocking back
to Antalya. Istanbul’s two airports saw combined traffic
growth of just over 7%.
Norway: Less than 1% passenger growth across all of
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Norway’s airports in September, not helped by the
closure of Oslo RYG last year, which had been a Ryanair
base. At least Wizz Air is growing significantly.
The Baltics: Impressive growth across all of the major
Baltic airports with airBaltic leading the way. Wizz Air is
gaining on Ryanair in second place while LOT is
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operating on behalf of Nordica, the new Estonian flagcarrier.
Ukraine: Using seat data (as not all the major airports
report traffic data) shows impressive growth across most
airports in Ukraine. Ukraine International is the
dominant carrier and is growing strongly.
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Czech Airlines to be taken over by Travel Service; combined they still
share just 30% of Prague capacity with almost 100 routes in 2017
On 6 October it was announced that Travel Service plans
to increase its shareholding in Czech Airlines from its
existing 34% to almost 98%, with the purchase of the
shares of Korean Air (44%) and the Czech Ministry of
Finance (19.735%). Travel Service, which operates
scheduled low-cost flights under the SmartWings brand,
has a total fleet of over 30 737-series aircraft and a
single A320 leased for this summer from Orange2fly in
Greece, according to planespotters.net. Czech Airlines’
fleet currently comprises 18 aircraft; one A330-300, nine
135-seat A319s, five ATR 72s and four ATR 42s.
Big cuts between 2008 and 2015
Czech Airlines has reduced in size considerably since
2008, when according to FlightGlobal schedules data the
airline offered almost 8.3 million seats on over 77,000
flights. By 2015 this had fallen to just under three million
seats and 26,600 flights, with particularly dramatic cuts
in 2012. However, in 2016 and 2017 the airline has
returned to growth. It also reported reasonable profits in
both 2015 and 2016. Last year, total passenger numbers
were up 23.5% to 2.71 million, though passengers
aboard Czech Airlines flights were up a more modest
12.7% to 2.26 million. Passengers transported for
partner airlines, notably in Saudi Arabia, increased by
over 140% to 444,000. Load factor grew by almost one
percentage point to 75.4%.
In the first half of 2017 the airline has reported
passenger growth on its own flights of 22% to 1.17
million passengers. Flights increased by 4% and ASKs by
7%, but RPKs increased by 21% resulting in a significant
load factor improvement of 11% to 81%. The
stabilisation of the Russian market was highlighted as a
significant contributor to this performance.
Only 30% of Prague capacity between them
Czech Airlines and SmartWings/Travel Service (SWTS)
are the two largest carriers in Prague, but between them
they still only account for around 31% of scheduled seat
capacity this year, up slightly on the 30% share they held
in 2016. SWTS has grown its capacity in Prague by some
32% in 2017, according to FlightGlobal schedules data,
making it the second fastest-growing airline among the
top 15 after Ryanair, which has increased its seat
capacity at the airport by over 60% this year, and is
launching eight new routes at the start of W17/18.
Prague is having a great year for traffic growth, with 11.8
million passengers using the airport in the first nine
months of the year, 19.2% more than in the same period
of 2016. Impressively, this has been achieved on only
8.4% more flights.
50 destinations served in S17
This summer Czech Airlines serves 50 destinations nonstop from Prague, up from 47 in S16. New routes were
added to Aarhus (11 May), Lisbon (10 May), Malmö (8
April), Reykjavik/Keflavik (1 June) and Verona (28
March). However, flights to Billund (launched in March
2015) and Liverpool (launched in July 2015), which were
both served in S16, did not operate this summer, leaving
a net gain of three routes.
Back in 2008/09 Czech Airlines served some 70
destinations non-stop from Prague, including Athens,
Berlin TXL, Dublin, Istanbul, Larnaca, Ljubljana, London
LHR, Manchester, Munich, New York JFK, Oslo, Riga,
Sofia, Stuttgart, Tallinn, Vilnius and Zurich. None of these
destinations are currently served by the SkyTeam carrier.
Only overlap on Barcelona and Moscow SVO
Despite operating to 48 destinations, the only
destinations on which SmartWings competed directly
this summer with Czech Airlines was on routes to
Barcelona and Moscow SVO. Obviously, as an existing
major shareholder it made little sense for SmartWings to
compete too much directly with the national carrier.
Looking at the airport’s leading country markets, a
combined Czech Airlines and SmartWings is strong on
routes to Greece, Russia and Spain. On the leading
country market, the UK, the two carriers only account
for just over 10% of capacity, with Czech Airlines serving
Birmingham and SmartWings serving London LGW. It
remains to be seen what influence Travel Service will
have on Czech Airlines’ network for next summer. At
present no new routes have been announced for S18.
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Alitalia grows winter ASKs with new routes to Delhi and Malé
The future of Italy’s flag carrier remains unclear as
authorities have once again delayed a final decision on its
sale until at least next April, which would conveniently
likely be after the country’s next general election.
Although seven binding offers have been received, so far
only easyJet and Lufthansa have confirmed their
involvement. Meanwhile the airline continues to operate
and is looking to grow this winter.
According to analysis of FlightGlobal schedules data, ASKs
in November and December will be up 5% and 6%
respectively, although the number of flights operated is set
to fall 6% and 7%. Seat capacity is almost unchanged. The
increase in ASKs reflects an increase in average sector
length from around 1,520 kilometres last winter to 1,600
kilometres in November and December. This can be
explained in part by the airline’s two new routes which it is
launching this winter from Rome FCO; daily flights to Delhi
(sector length 5,943 kilometres) and a 3-weekly service to
Malé in the Maldives (sector length 7,343 kilometres).
Summer flights down 5%
Over the course of the summer season (April to October)
Alitalia operated 5% fewer flights than in the same period
in 2016. However, according to FlightGlobal schedules
data seat capacity was down by only 1% during the same
period. While the airline’s network from Milan Linate
remained relatively unchanged (daily flights to Berlin TXL
ended in January 2017 while Athens service resumed in
August after a relatively short hiatus), Alitalia made several Other such routes operated at least daily included Catania
to Bologna (operated 2-daily), Naples, Turin, Venice VCE
cuts to its Rome FCO network for S17.
A total of eight routes were dropped from Rome; Bilbao, and Verona; Naples to Palermo and Turn; plus Athens to
Bucharest, Istanbul IST, Krakow, Milan MXP, Montpellier, Tel Aviv. International routes included flights to Ibiza from
Skopje and Valencia. However, Alitalia also started new Bologna, Venice VCE and Verona; flights to St. Petersburg
routes from Rome to Dubrovnik, Havana, Kiev IEV and Split from Catania and Venice VCE; flights to Moscow SVO from
and resumed service to Trapani. As a result, it served 88 Catania and Palermo; as well as a service between Bari and
Tirana.
destinations non-stop from Rome and 35 from Milan LIN.
Not all flights lead to Rome (or even Milan)
While the majority of Alitalia’s flights either depart from,
or land in, either Rome FCO or Milan LIN, the carrier this
summer operated some 25 routes that involved neither
airport. In terms of ASKs the most significant of these were
the long-haul flights from Milan MXP to Abu Dhabi, New
York JFK and Tokyo NRT all of which operated with daily
flights.

Mexico City, Rio de Janeiro GIG, Santiago, Sao Paulo GRU)
as well as Abu Dhabi, Beijing, Seoul ICN and Tokyo NRT. Of
these only New York (with 3-daily flights) is served more
than daily.
More dominant in Milan LIN than at Rome FCO

At Rome FCO Alitalia this year accounts for 46% of flights,
42% of seats and 35% of ASKs, with its nearest rivals (in
terms of seats) being Vueling (8%), Ryanair (7%) and
Although all these non-Rome, non-Linate flights only easyJet (4%). Remember that Ryanair has 90% of seats at
represent around 6% of the airline’s total flights and seats Rome CIA with Wizz Air having the remaining 10%.
in the peak summer period, they account for 10% of
At Milan LIN, which is much closer to downtown Milan
Alitalia’s ASKs, as a result of those long-haul services.
than Milan MXP, Alitalia is more dominant, with 64% of
This summer Alitalia’s long-haul network from Rome flights in 2017, 59% of seats and 56% of ASKs, well ahead
comprised just 16 routes; six in North America (Boston, of Meridiana, easyJet and British Airways. Arguably it is
Chicago, Los Angeles, Miami, New York JFK and Toronto), Alitalia’s operation here that is its most valuable asset as
six in Central and South America (Buenos Aires, Havana, far as any prospective buyers are concerned.

www.flightglobal.com/srsanalyser
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Latest European airport traffic statistics
Data published here has been made public between 9 October and 22 October.
Country

Sources: Individual airports, airport authorities, government statistics and ACI Europe. (YTD: Year to date)

Albania

August: Tirana pax +26.8% to 328k. YTD: pax +24.6% to 1.74m.

Austria

August: All Austrian airports pax +3.3% to 2.85m; Linz pax -15.1% to 43,369; Klagenfurt pax +2.2% to 21,503.
YTD: All Austrian airports pax +6.0% to 19.57m; Linz pax -9.8% to 272k; Klagenfurt pax -0.2% to 144k.
September: Vienna pax +3.3% to 2.43m, O&D pax +2.1%, transfer pax +6.3%, flights -0.4%.
YTD: Vienna pax +5.7% to 18.68m, O&D pax +5.6%, transfer pax +5.9%, flights -0.7%.

Belgium

August: All Belgian airports pax +8.5% to 3.38m; Brussels CRL pax +10.4% to 799k; Ostend pax +27.0% to 52,466; Liege pax +1.7% to 34,603.
YTD: All Belgian airports pax +12.8% to 22.18m; Brussels CRL pax +5.3% to 5.19m; Ostend pax -25.6% to 242k, Liege pax -57.3% to 138k.
September: Brussels BRU pax +6.1% to 2.40m, transfer pax -0.1%, passenger flights +0.0%; Brussels CRL pax +10.0% to 710k.
YTD: Brussels BRU pax +16.3% to 19.00m, transfer pax +10.6%, passenger flights +10.2%; Brussels CRL pax +5.9% to 5.91m.

Bosnia &
Herzegovina

August: Sarajevo pax +22.0% to 144k. YTD: pax +14.3% to 668k.
September: Tuzla pax +91.0% to 52,816. YTD: pax +74.5% to 406k.

Bulgaria

September: Bourgas pax +2.7% to 454k; Varna pax +13.9% to 285k.
YTD: Bourgas pax +3.2% to 2.93m; Varna pax +12.3% to 1.75m.

Croatia

September: Top 5 airports pax +19.9% to 1.28m; Zagreb pax +15.0% to 331k; Zadar pax +13.8% to 81,084.
YTD: Top 5 airports pax +18.9% to 8.07m; Zagreb pax +11.2% to 2.37m; Zadar pax +16.6% to 525k.

Cyprus

August: Larnaca pax +12.3% to 1.09m; Paphos pax +8.6% to 329k.
YTD: Larnaca pax +18.3% to 5.28m; Paphos pax +6.8% to 1.69m.

Czech Republic

August: Brno pax +15.0% to 91,233; Ostrava pax +27.3% to 63,684.
YTD: Brno pax +14.5% to 342k; Ostrava pax +30.6% to 235k.

Denmark

September: Copenhagen pax -0.1% to 2.67m; domestic -7.3%, Europe -0.3%, intercontinental +6.0%. London -10%, Olso +4%, Stockholm -5%.
YTD: Copenhagen pax +1.6% to 22.48m; domestic -5.7%, Europe +1.5%, intercontinental +7.2%. London -6%, Oslo +3%, Stockholm -4%
September: All Danish airports pax +1.0% to 3.21m. YTD: pax +2.1% to 26.53m.

Faroe Islands

September: Vagar pax +17.6% to 28,867. YTD: pax +16.2% to 271k.

Finland

September: All airports pax +9.4% to 1.98m, domestic pax -1.2% to 454k, international pax +13.0% to 1.53m. Helsinki +10.6% to 1.69m.
YTD: All airports pax +8.4% to 16.84m, domestic pax +0.7% to 3.96m, international pax +10.8% to 11.35m. Helsinki +9.2% to 12.53m.

France

August: Nice pax +11.4% to 1.54m; Lyon pax +7.6% to 998k.
YTD: Nice pax +5.9% to 9.13m; Lyon pax +7.9% to 6.92m.
September: Paris CDG pax +6.7% to 6.20m; Paris ORY pax +0.4% to 2.76m; Bordeaux pax + 7.7% to 600k; Nantes pax +16.4% to 548k, Paris BVA pax -9.5% to
314k.
YTD: Paris CDG pax +5.4% to 52.86m; Paris ORY pax +3.3% to 24.47m; Bordeaux pax +8.8% to 4.83m; Nantes pax +13.7% to 4.24m, Paris BVA pax -9.1% to
2.81m.

Georgia

September: All airports pax +40.3% to 496k; Tbilisi pax +34.3% to 369k; Batumi pax +66.6% to 86,051; Kutaisi pax +51.1% to 41,732.
YTD: All airports pax +46.6% to 3.19m; Tbilisi pax +41.4% to 2.44m; Batumi pax +58.3% to 428k; Kutaisi pax +77.6% to 324k.

Germany

September: Frankfurt pax +5.4% to 6.23m; Munich pax +4.2% to 4.37m; Hannover pax +12.5% to 659k.
YTD: Frankurt pax +4.6% to 48.87m; Munich pax +6.0% to 34.10m; Hannover pax +8.4% to 4.50m.

Gibraltar

September: Gibraltar pax +8.9% to 62,554. YTD: pax +15.2% to 478k.

Greece

August: All Greek airports pax +7.4% to 9.26m.
YTD: All Greek airports pax +7.9% to 40.36m.
September: Athens pax +7.8% to 2.30m, international +9.8%, domestic +4.0%.
YTD: Athens pax +8.1% to 16.82m, international +11.5%, domestic +1.9%.

Hungary

September: Debrecen pax +25.6% to 31,750. YTD: pax +7.7% to 247k.

Ireland

September: Knock pax +0.03% to 68,103. YTD: pax +2.4% to 589k.

Kosovo

August: Pristina pax +11.3% to 242k. YTD: pax +6.8% to 1.30m.

Latvia

September: Riga pax +15.2% to 570k. YTD: pax +11.4% to 4.61m.

Lithuania

September: Vilnius pax +10.1% to 409k; Kaunas pax +23.3% to 81,387; Palanga pax +27.1% to 28,756.
YTD: Vilnius pax -7.2% to 2.69m; Kaunas pax +73.9% to 970k; Palanga pax +36.8% to 237k.

Luxembourg

August: Luxembourg pax +20.0% to 359k. YTD: pax +19.1% to 2.36m.

Macedonia

August: Skopje pax +24.1% to 217k. YTD: pax +10.3% to 1.22m.

Malta

September: Malta pax +16.7% to 626k. YTD: pax +18.2% to 4.63m.

Moldova

August: Chisinau pax +27.2% to 344k. YTD: pax +27.5% to 1.88m.

Montenegro

August: Tivat pax +10.8% to 248k; Podgorica pax +17.5% to 149k. YTD: Tivat pax +16.2% to 854k; Podgorica pax +21.2% to 713k.

Netherlands

September: Amsterdam pax +6.7% to 6.27m; Eindhoven pax +8.3% to 546k; Rotterdam pax +12.2% to 194k.
YTD: Amsterdam pax +7.7% to 52.10m; Eindhoven pax +22.8% to 4.35m; Rotterdam pax +8.6% to 1.47m.

Norway

September: All airports pax +0.8% to 5.06m, domestic pax -0.7% to 2.82m, international pax +3.2% to 2.13m.
YTD: All airports pax +2.2% to 42.29m, domestic pax +2.5% to 23.30m, international pax +2.2% to 18.06m.
September (Top 5 airports): Oslo OSL pax 4.6% to 2.51m, Bergen pax +4.4% to 577k, Trondheim pax -0.7% to 406k, Stavanger pax -1.1% to 386k, Oslo TRF pax
+40.9% to 180k.
YTD (Top 5 airports): Oslo OSL pax +7.2% to 20.95m, Bergen pax +2.4% to 4.65m, Trondheim pax +0.2% to 3.33m, Stavanger pax -0.9% to 3.15m, Oslo TRF pax
+39.8% to 1.49m.

Poland

September: Warsaw WAW pax +24.1% to 1.65m; Krakow pax +16.3% to 546k; Gdansk pax +17.6% to 454k; Warsaw WMI pax -0.2% to 251k; Rzeszow pax
+4.0% to 65,358; Lodz pax -18.8% to 16,097.
YTD: Warsaw WAW pax +24.5% to 12.05m; Krakow pax +15.1% to 4.33m; Gdansk pax +16.4% to 3.56m; Warsaw WMI pax +1.0% to 2.23m; Rzeszow pax +4.6%
to 533k; Lodz pax -11.1% to 161k.
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Latest European airport traffic statistics (continued)
Data published here has been made public between 9 October and 22 October.
Country

Sources: Individual airports, airport authorities, government statistics and ACI Europe. (YTD: Year to date)

Portugal

August: Lisbon pax +15.4% to 2.73m; Faro pax +13.2% to 1.21m; Porto pax +12.8% to 1.11m; Funchal pax +1.2% to 332k; Ponta Delgada pax +24.8% to 233k.
YTD: Lisbon pax +20.4% to 17.58m; Porto pax +16.9% to 7.20m; Faro pax +16.1% to 6.16m; Funchal pax +8.9% to 2.19m; Ponta Delgada pax +23.7% to 1.28m.

Romania

August: Bucharest pax +16.9% to 1.32m; Cluj-Napoca pax +36.7% to 292k; Timisoara pax +53.2% to 156k; Iasi pax +27.8% to 126k; Sibiu pax +32.4% to 54,007;
Bacau pax -3.3% to 43,734.
YTD: Bucharest pax +19.3% to 8.52m; Cluj-Napoca pax +55.7% to 1.81m; Timisoara pax +60.7% to 1.08m; Iasi pax +41.1% to 755k; Sibiu pax +49.4% to 351k;
Bacau pax +3.3% to 289k.

Russia

August: Moscow SVO pax +19.6% to 4.14m; Moscow DME pax +4.8% to 3.52m; Sochi/Adler pax -4.4% to 777k; Ekaterinburg pax +27.4% to 624k; Novosibirsk
pax +12.8% to 546k; Rostov-on-Don pax +25.2% to 265k.
YTD: Moscow SVO pax +18.8% to 26.51m; Moscow DME pax +8.5% to 20.90m; Sochi/Adler pax +6.2% to 3.99m; Ekaterinburg pax +26.6% to 3.55m; Novosibirsk pax +21.9% to 3.25m; Rostov-on-Don pax +33.5% to 1.77m.

Slovakia

September: Bratislava pax +15.6% to 221k; Kosice pax +20.0% to 52,248.
YTD: Bratislava pax +9.6% to 1.56m; Kosice pax +15.3% to 398k.

Slovenia

September: Ljubljana pax +18.9% to 180k. YTD: pax +20.4% to 1.30m.

Spain

September: All airports pax +8.2% to 25.08m, flights +6.1% to 207k.
September (pax) for top 5: Madrid +4.3% to 4.81m, Barcelona +6.4% to 4.64m, Palma de Mallorca +6.9% to 3.64m, Malaga +11.0% to 1.98m, Alicante +10.9%
to 1.44m. Other notable (>20%): El Hierro +47.6%, Girona +27.3%, Reus +26.9%, Granada +24.8%.
YTD (September): All airports pax +8.3% to 193.44m, flights +5.6% to 1.67m.
YTD (September top 5): Madrid +6.1% to 40.23m, Barcelona +7.7% to 36.72m, Palma de Mallorca +6.4% to 23.35m, Malaga +12.6% to 14.73m, Alicante +12.9%
to 10.89m. Other notable (>15%): Reus +25.5%, El Hierro +21.5%, Girona +17.5%, Santander +17.1% and La Palma +16.2%.

Sweden

September: All airports pax +4.6% to 4.29m. Stockholm ARN pax +6.7% to 2.41m; Gothenburg pax +6.9% to 653k; Stockholm BMA pax -5.0% to 232k; Malmö
pax -3.4% to 209k; Stockholm NYO pax +5.3% to 203k.
YTD: All airports pax +7.0% to 35.20m. Stockholm ARN pax +9.1% to 20.30m; Gothenburg pax +6.7% to 5.18m; Stockholm BMA pax +1.1% to 1.86m; Stockholm NYO pax +3.8% to 1.64m; Malmö pax -1.6% to 1.64m.

Switzerland

September: All airports pax +6.8% to 4.95m. Zurich pax +5.5% to 2.75m; Geneva pax +6.3% to 1.43m; Basel pax +12.7% to 776; Bern pax +1.6% to 27,080.
YTD: All airports pax +6.6% to 41.86m. Zurich pax +7.2% to 22.38m; Geneva pax +5.4% to 13.46m; Basel pax +7.5% to 6.03m; Bern pax +2.2% to 156k.

Ukraine

August: Kiev KBP pax +16.8% to 1.14m; Kharkiv pax +25.6% to 86,378.
YTD (Aug): Kiev KBP pax +25.7m to 7.00m; Kharkiv pax +41.7% to 538k.
September: Lviv pax +40.3% to 119k; Dnepropetrovsk pax +5.2% to 27,812.
YTD (Sep): Lviv pax +47.8% to 822k; Dnepropetrovsk pax -4.1% to 214k.

UK

September: London LHR pax +2.0% to 6.93m (Europe +2.0%, N America +0.4%, Asia/Pacific +4.0%, Mid East +5.1%, domestic -0.6%), flights +0.0%.
September: London LGW pax +2.7% to 4.46m (Europe scheduled +1.9%, domestic +3.5%, N Atlantic +11.9%, other long-haul +4.4%, Ireland +0.2%), flights
+0.8%.
September: Manchester pax +7.4% to 2.89m; London STN pax +12.6% to 2.46m; Edinburgh pax +8.6% to 1.29m; East Midlands pax +3.0% to 554k.
YTD: London LHR pax +3.1% to 59.07m (Europe +2.6%, N America +1.0%, Asia/Pacific +4.0%, Mid East +10.5%, domestic +3.0%), flights -0.2%.
YTD: Manchester pax +10.4% to 21.84m; London STN pax +7.3% to 19.92m; East Midlands pax +4.0% to 3.95m.
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Latest European route news
Aegean Airlines plans to add a further 11 destinations
from its Athens hub next summer. The Star Alliance
carrier will use a mix of its own A320-series aircraft and
the Q400s operated by its subsidiary Olympic Air to
service the routes. The new destinations include four in
Italy (Bologna, Lamezia Terme, Palermo and Turin), two
in Croatia (Zadar and Zagreb) as well as Basel, ClujNapoca, Malaga, Skopje and Vilnius. The majority of
these will only operate until the end of September.
Analysing FlightGlobal schedules data suggests that
Aegean has dropped its seasonal, 2-weekly service to
Birmingham for next summer. The route launched in
June 2014 and is not currently served by any other
airline. Aegean is also adding a number of new routes
from other Greek airports.
Air Austral introduced 2-weekly flights from St. Denis on
Reunion Island to Marseille on 12 October using its 777300ERs. The 8,800-kilometre route complements the
airline’s existing daily service to Paris CDG. Air Austral’s
long-haul fleet comprises three 777-300ERs and two 787
-8s.
Air Malta will add Malaga to its network for the first
time with the introduction next summer of 2-weekly
flights. They will operate on Mondays and Fridays. The
carrier is also resuming service to Frankfurt at the start
of the W17/18 season and adding a 2-weekly service to
Comiso starting on 17 December. This route will be
served Fridays and Sundays.

Iberia has announced plans to link Madrid with San
Francisco, starting next April. The oneworld carrier
currently serves five US destinations from its home hub;
Boston, Chicago, Los Angeles, Miami and New York. The
new Bay Area service will operate 3-weekly until the end
of September using an A330-200. Bay Area residents got
their first non-stop flights to Spain earlier this year when
both LEVEL and Norwegian began service between
Oakland and Barcelona.
LATAM Brasil will start serving Rome FCO from Sao
Paulo GRU from 16 March. Initially there will be 3weekly flights but this will increase to 5-weekly by the
beginning of July. A 767-300 will be used on the route.
This summer LATAM connected Brazil with six European
airports; Barcelona, Frankfurt, London LHR, Madrid,
Milan MXP and Paris CDG. All of these services operated
daily and are year-round, with the exception of Madrid
which is only served during the summer.
Loganair now operates domestic UK routes from
Durham Tees Valley to both Aberdeen and Norwich.
The Aberdeen route will be flown up to 3-daily while the
Norwich service is 6-weekly. Eastern Airways, will
provide competition on the Aberdeen route. From the
start of W17/18 Eastern becomes a franchise carrier for
Flybe. Up until the end of August Loganair had been a
franchise carrier for Flybe, but it now operates
independently, promoting itself as ‘Scotland’s Airline’.

Air Moldova is heading for the UAE with its most
recently announced route. From 23 November the
carrier will link Chisinau with Dubai DXB 2-weekly
(Mondays and Thursdays) using its A320s. This winter it
will also start serving Geneva with 2-weekly flights from
15 December. With a fleet of seven aircraft (three E190s,
two A319s and two A320s) the carrier will serve some 25
destinations non-stop from Chisinau this winter
including 3-daily flights to Moscow DME.
Blue Air has made Tel Aviv its latest destination from
Cluj-Napoca. On 19 October the Romanian LCC began 2weekly flights on the route, operating Mondays and
Thursdays. Blue Air already serves the Israeli city from
Bucharest with 4-weekly flights this winter. It also
connects Larnaca with Tel Aviv during the summer.
British Airways will introduce a new 2-weekly service
from London LHR to Almeria starting on 27 March. This
is a new destination for London LHR though the Spanish
destination is served by easyJet, Thomas Cook Airlines
and TUI Airways from London LGW and by Ryanair from
London STN. Monarch Airlines also served Almeria from
London LGW until its recent collapse. In 2016 Almeria
ranked as Spain’s 23rd busiest airport with almost
920,000 passengers, an increase of 33% compared with
2015. According to Aena statistics the leading airlines at
the airport in 2016 were Air Nostrum, easyJet, Vueling,
Air Europa and Ryanair. The most popular country
markets were Spain (413k pax), the UK (281k) and
Belgium (75k).
Cobalt, which celebrated its first year of operations in
July, has announced a new route from Paphos to
Moscow SVO. Most of its routes are from Larnaca, but it
began linking Paphos and Athens in May with Moscow
now becoming the carrier’s second route from Paphos.
This summer Cobalt served 14 destinations from Larnaca
and is adding Frankfurt and London LGW this winter,
followed by Geneva next May. So far in 2017 passenger
numbers at Larnaca are up 18% to 5.3 million while
Paphos is registering 7% growth to 1.7 million.
Etihad Airways is having another go at launching flights
from Abu Dhabi to Baku in Azerbaijan. The route was
first announced to start in October 2015 but this never
happened. Azerbaijan introduced a visa waiver
programme in November 2015 and expanded it to
include other GCC countries in 2016, leading to a surge
in demand. This new route will operate 3-weekly on
Wednesdays, Fridays and Saturdays starting 2 March
using an A320. Compared with last winter, Etihad’s nonstop network has been cut by five destinations from 87
to 82; Doha, Istanbul SAW, Sao Paulo GRU, San
Francisco and Venice VCE are not being served this
winter for a variety of reasons.
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SAS has added a new service from Copenhagen to the
Canary Islands. On 14 October the carrier began weekly
(Saturday) flights to Fuerteventura using an A320. SAS
already serves Fuerteventura from Billund, Lulea and
Stockholm ARN. The same day the carrier also
introduced a weekly service from Helsinki to Malaga.
SAS’ only other routes from the Finnish capital are to its
three bases in Copenhagen, Oslo OSL and Stockholm
ARN all of which are served with multiple daily flights.

LOT Polish Airlines is returning to Norway. The carrier
has announced plans to start 13-weekly flights from
Warsaw WAW to Oslo OSL starting 25 March. It will use
its E195s on the route which it last served in March
2008. Norwegian already operates between these two
airports while Ryanair connects Warsaw WMI with Oslo
TRF and Wizz Air connects Warsaw WAW and Oslo TRF.
Pobeda, the in-house LCC of Aeroflot, has launched 3weekly flights on 19 October from Moscow VKO to
Karlsruhe/Baden-Baden. Flights operate on Tuesdays,
Thursdays and Sundays. Aeroflot itself flies daily from
Moscow SVO to nearby Stuttgart. This is Pobeda’s third
destination in Germany after Cologne Bonn and
Memmingen.
Qatar Airways is adding a second Russian destination to
its network starting from 19 December. On that date the
oneworld carrier will begin daily flights between Doha
and St. Petersburg using its A320 fleet. Qatar Airways
began serving Russia back in 2004 with flights to
Moscow DME, which it now serves with 3-daily flights.
Ryanair will base a fifth aircraft in Athens from mid-May,
enabling it to launch nine new routes from the Greek
capital. Gdansk, Karlsruhe/Baden-Baden, Memmingen,
Vilnius and Wroclaw will each get 2-weekly flights while
Billund, Lappeenranta, Lodz and Rzeszow will each get a
weekly service. In total Ryanair will serve 31 destinations
from Athens next summer.
SAS is dramatically expanding its presence in Aarhus
next summer. In recent years the Star Alliance carrier
only basically operated a domestic route to
Copenhagen, although it did also serve Stockholm ARN
between October 2015 and December 2016. Next
summer it is re-launching Stockholm service with 6weekly flights, while also adding 6-weekly service to
Munich and 10-weekly service to Oslo OSL. All these
routes will be operated on behalf of SAS by CityJet using
its CRJ 900s. In addition, SAS will also add weekly flights
to Malaga and Palma de Mallorca and 2-weekly flights
to Split using its own A320s. Last year Aarhus handled
just over 380,000 passengers, an increase of 5% on 2015.
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Sky Express will launch domestic flights from Athens to
Corfu and Kos from 1 November. The Corfu service will
operate 2-daily with ATR 72s while the Kos service will
operate 8-weekly using a mix of ATR 72s and ATR 42s.
Both routes are already served by Olympic Air with up to
3-daily flights using a mix of its Q400 and A320s
operated by Aegean Airlines. This winter, Sky Express
will have an estimated 10% share of seats in the Greek
domestic market, but will operate 23% of domestic
flights. The corresponding figures for Olympic Air are
72% and 61%. Astra Airlines and Ryanair both have
around 7% of flights, but in terms of seats Astra Airlines
has just 3% of capacity compared with 11% for Ryanair.
Turkish Airlines has made Samarkand in Uzbekistan its
newest destinations. It plans to begin 2-weekly flights
from Istanbul IST from 18 March. The Turkish flag carrier
has been serving Tashkent, the Uzbek capital, with daily
flights for several years. The new service to Samarkand
will operate on Tuesdays and Fridays using 737-800s.
This new route may be in response to Uzbekistan
Airways launching the same route with a weekly service
on 30 October.
The VLM name is returning to the London LCY to
Antwerp route. Starting on 30 October, the airline will
offer up to four daily flights between the two airports
using Fokker 50s. VLM replaces CityJet which is pulling
off the route. The ‘old’ VLM ceased operations in June
2016. In September of that year SHS Antwerp Aviation
N.V. acquired the remaining aircraft and other assets of
VLM Airlines NV. According to UK CAA statistics just
under 55,000 passengers travelled on the CityJet service
in 2016, down from 58,500 in 2015. VLM’s website is
currently promoting one-way fares from Antwerp from
79 Euros, with one-way fares from London LCY from 110
UK pounds, in both cases including taxes.
Volotea continues to grow its Bordeaux network with
the addition next summer of two new routes to Cagliari
and Menorca, both of which will launch at the end of
May. The Spanish-headquartered carrier will then serve
28 destinations from the French airport using a mix of its
A319s and 717s. Its seat capacity from Bordeaux is set to
grow by 22% next year.
Wizz Air is basing a second A320 in Kutaisi from midMay 2018. This will enable the ULCC to start four new
routes to Barcelona, Paris BVA, Prague and Rome FCO.
Wizz Air opened a base in Kutaisi in September 2016
having served the airport since April 2013. For more on
the rapid growth in the Georgian market see the analysis
on page 2.
Wizz Air is finally adding Athens to its route network.
Next summer the ULCC will serve the Greek capital from
eight of its bases. Bucharest and Sofia will get daily
flights, Budapest will initially get 4-weekly flights
(increasing to daily from 18 September) and Vilnius will
get 3-weekly flights. There will be 2-weekly flights from
Chisinau, Cluj-Napoca, Katowice and Kutaisi. Wizz Air
already serves five destinations in Greece; Corfu,
Heraklion, Rhodes, Thessaloniki and Zakynthos.
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Ryanair putting pressure on Wizz Air in Poland

US services, three from Paris CDG and two from Rome FCO.

Taking a closer look at Ryanair’s new routes suggests that
the airline is trying to make a statement in Poland. Poznan
becomes the airline’s newest base starting next week (see
page 4 for more details) and it is launching seven new
routes there. However, in Krakow, Ryanair is set to launch
an impressive 14 new routes this winter. In addition,
Gdansk gets four new routes, Warsaw WMI four, Katowice
three and even Bydgoszcz gets a new route (to London
LTN).

Other new long-haul routes starting in the next fortnight
include: Air France to Malé from Paris CDG; Alitalia to Delhi
and Malé from Rome FCO; Austrian Airlines to the
Seychelles from Vienna; China Eastern Airlines serving
Prague from Xi’an; Hainan Airlines serving Brussels from
Shanghai PVG; KLM to Delhi from Amsterdam; Qatar
Airways connecting Sarajevo to Doha; and SAS linking
Miami to Stockholm ARN. In addition, Condor and
Eurowings are taking over many of airberlin’s Caribbean
Seville is the other airport to benefit from 14 new Ryanair services.
routes this winter. However, apart from a daily service to LCC operations more seasonal than legacy carriers
Rome CIA, all the other new Seville routes will be served In Europe, demand for air travel tends to trail off quite
with just 2-weekly flights. Across all 131 new Ryanair significantly in the winter months driven by the seasonality
routes the average weekly frequency is just under three.
of leisure travel. LCCs are typically more focussed on the
Ignoring Ryanair, the airline to launch the next most new
routes this winter is Eurowings, though many of these are
replacing airberlin services. easyJet will be celebrating 19
new routes in the coming weeks, while German carriers
Condor, Germania and Lufthansa are also all in double
figures. For Lufthansa this includes its two new long-haul
routes, one each from Berlin TXL and Düsseldorf. Wizz Air
is launching just nine new routes, mostly to Eilat/Ovda in
Israel and destinations in Morocco, while Norwegian’s new
route count is a modest six. However, five of these are new
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Ryanair, Vueling and Wizz Air are all registering drops of
between 15% and 22%. Pegasus Airlines manages just a
10% reduction in capacity, similar to many of the legacy
carriers which vary between 6% (for Iberia) and 11% (for
KLM).
There are several major leisure airlines with even more
extreme seasonality when comparing October and
November seat capacity. Leading the way is Thomas Cook
Airlines which is offering 63% fewer seats in November
than in October. Condor and Jet2.com both see capacity
cuts of 55% between the two months, while Transavia
Holland (50%), TUIfly (50%), Germania (49%), SunExpress
Germany (49%), SunExpress (45%), Volotea (44%) and
Transavia France (43%) all see dramatic cuts in their
operations for the start of the winter period.

leisure market and this is confirmed by comparing seat Focus now on next summer and beyond
capacity offered in November with that offered in October. With Alitalia’s sale now on hold until April, much of
Analysis of Europe’s top 15 airlines shows that six of the airberlin’s capacity having already been reassigned, and
region’s seven major LCCs see a far bigger drop in seat Monarch having ceased operations, there should be no
capacity between October and November than the eight more major shocks among Europe’s airlines this winter,
though that may be a risky assumption.
legacy airlines in the top 15.
Maybe surprisingly, easyJet sees the biggest drop in Meanwhile, airlines have already put much of next
capacity between the two months among the top 15 summer’s schedule on sale, though there are still plenty of
airlines with a drop of 30%. Eurowings, Norwegian, new routes being announced on a regular basis (see page
10 for details).
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