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Lufthansa set to get virtual monopoly
of the German domestic market?
The German domestic market is Europe’s third largest
according to FlightGlobal schedules data for 2016, with almost
35 million seats offered last year. Spain and Italy have slightly
bigger domestic air travel markets, while France and the UK are
slightly smaller. While the ultimate fate of airberlin remains
unclear, one aspect that will need to be looked at very carefully
is the impact on domestic air travellers in Germany.
Lufthansa is, not surprisingly, the dominant carrier in the
domestic market. In 2004 it accounted for almost 70% of seat
capacity. At that time its nearest competitor was dba (formerly
Deutsche BA) which had 13% of the market, while Germania,
hlx.com and TUIfly were also present on domestic routes. In
2005 dba took over Germania Express’ 12 Fokker 100s and its
route network, which at that point consisted primarily of
domestic routes. dba’s share of the market peaked in 2006 at

airberlin operates on nine of top 12 domestic routes
In 2016 airberlin operated on 10 of the 12 busiest domestic
routes in Germany, the exceptions being Frankfurt-Hamburg
and Frankfurt-Munich, both of which are Lufthansa monopoly
routes. On five of the 10 routes airberlin competed directly
with Lufthansa (those involving Frankfurt and Munich), while
on the other five routes it competed directly with Eurowings/
germanwings. By summer 2017 this had reduced by one route
after airberlin pulled off the Hamburg-Stuttgart route.
Apart from airberlin, the only non-Lufthansa controlled airline
to operate on any of the top 15 domestic routes in 2016 was
Ryanair, which offers multiple-daily flights between Berlin SXF
and Cologne Bonn. However, this is one of 34 routes that
Ryanair is suspending for W17/18 (see page 2).

Welcome

This is The ANKER Report - a new, free,
fortnightly newsletter that takes a
detailed look at the European aviation
scene. I will be looking at airline
network developments across the
region, traffic trends at airports and in
countries, competition, air fares and
whatever else I am curious about.

17%. The airline had been sold by British Airways in June 2003
to Hans-Rudolf Wöhrl’s Intro company for one symbolic Euro,
after easyJet had, after some lengthy analysis and assessment,
decided not to buy the airline. Under Wöhrl the airline’s
financial performance improved and dba was sold to airberlin
in August 2006, who gradually took over the airline’s network.
As a result, by 2008, airberlin had acquired a 26% share of the
German domestic market to complement its long-standing
international network. Since then airberlin’s share of the
The launch issue (Issue 0 available from domestic market has ranged between 25% and 30%.
www.anker-report.com) has been well 98% of domestic seats controlled by airberlin and Lufthansa

received. If you have any feedback, In 2012 Lufthansa had 62% of seats, airberlin 28% and
drop me a line at ralph@anker- germanwings 8% with all other carriers having just 2% of the
market. By 2016 Lufthansa had seen its share fall to 53%, but its
report.com.

in-house LCC germanwings (now operating under the

Ralph Anker Eurowings brand) had grown its share to 20% while airberlin
now had 25%. All other carriers still had just 2%.
In 2016 airberlin operated a total of 23 domestic routes, of
which 11 were operated exclusively using the Q400s flown on
its behalf by Luftfahrtgesellschaft Walter (LGW). By September
2017 this had fallen to just 17 routes. The Hamburg-Nuremberg
route was suspended in December 2016, followed by Hannover
-Stuttgart in February 2017, Hamburg-Stuttgart on 1 May and
Düsseldorf-Dresden in mid-June. In addition, seasonal routes to
Sylt from Berlin TXL and Nuremberg did not operate this
summer.
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Domestic market not really growing
Between 1996 and 2000 the German domestic market grew by
on average around 6% each year. Between 2000 and 2005
there was little growth before growing again between 2005 and
2008. Since then there has been no growth, not helped by the
introduction in January 2011 of an air travel tax, which resulted
in domestic traffic falling 3.6% in both 2012 and 2013. Since
then there has been a small recovery, but traffic levels are
basically the same as they were in 2007.
According to ADV statistics, in the first eight months of 2017,
domestic traffic is up 2.6% to 31.7 million, but this is well below
the overall growth across all geographic markets of 6.2%.
Munich is #1 for domestic traffic
While Frankfurt is Germany’s busiest airport for total traffic
(60.8 million passengers in 2016), Munich emerges as the
leading airport for domestic traffic, with even Berlin TXL
handling more domestic passengers last year than Frankfurt.
While all of the top 15 airports for domestic traffic saw growth,
for five of them it was less than 1%.
The exception was Berlin SXF which benefited hugely from
Ryanair’s decision to launch up to five daily flights to Cologne
Bonn in September 2015. Not surprisingly, Cologne Bonn also
benefited from this new service. This route’s suspension for
W17/18 will therefor not be good news for either airport.

continues on page 12
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Ryanair’s October route cancellations impact 42 airports; its 34
W17/18 route cancellations involve 40 airports
On 18 September Ryanair published a detailed list of
flight cancellations which would be in effect from 21
September to 31 October. According to the airline, these
were allocated where possible to the airline’s bigger
bases, and routes with multiple daily frequencies.
Ryanair basically removed two lines of flying (out of 41)
from London STN and one each from Barcelona, Brussels
CRL, Dublin, Lisbon, Madrid, Milan BGY, Porto and Rome
FCO.
334 flights cancelled each week in October
Analysing the flights cancelled in October reveals that
Friday and Sunday are the worst hit days (54 cancelled
flights each) followed by Monday (50), Thursday and
Saturday (48 each), Tuesday (42) and Wednesday (38).
These 334 cancelled flights involve 42 airports in 17
countries.
Italy sees the most cancelled flights (87), followed by the
UK (68), Spain (47), Portugal (39), Belgium (20), France
(12), Germany (10) and Poland (10). London STN, the
airline’s biggest base, leads the way for most cancelled
flights (61), followed by Milan BGY (29) and Barcelona
(27). The most heavily impacted airports which did not
also see an aircraft withdrawn are Brussels BRU (nine
cancelled flights), Paris BVA, Rome CIA and Warsaw WMI
(each with eight).
34 routes cancelled for all of W17/18
On 27 September Ryanair announced plans to reduce its
winter flying programme by 25 aircraft and revealed 34
routes which would not be operated at all during the
W17/18 season (basically November 2017 through
March 2018). Analysis of FlightGlobal schedules data by
The ANKER Report indicates that these 34 routes
represent around 3.6% of the airline’s planned flights
this winter, but only 1.8% of ASKs (Available Seat
Kilometres). This is because the majority of flights
cancelled are on shorter, domestic routes, which also
typically have a later booking profile.
Before these cuts were announced Ryanair was planning
to operate around 1,300 routes this winter (based on
analysis of FlightGlobal schedules data for the first week
of December). These 34 cancelled routes therefore
represent around 2.7% of the airline’s winter network.
The decision to drop seven routes from the airport’s
Trapani base in Sicily may have been influenced by the
fact that the airport is undergoing major runway repairs
between 6 November and 10 December. Ryanair has
additional bases in Sicily at Catania and Palermo, as well
as operating several year-round routes from Comiso.
Focus on domestic routes
Just nine of the 34 dropped routes account for 77% of
the cancelled flights. These nine routes are all domestic
routes (three in the UK, two each in Greece and Poland,
and one each in Germany and Italy) and were all going to
be served at least daily. These domestic routes are also
all under 600 kilometres.
On the three UK domestic routes, easyJet will be the big
winner as it serves all three routes with multiple daily
flights. The two domestic routes from Warsaw WAW are
already served by LOT Polish Airlines with up to seven
daily flights, while Eurowings has multiple daily flights
between Cologne Bonn and Berlin TXL. airberlin also
currently operates between these two airports, but that
may not be the case for much longer.
In addition, Olympic Air connects Athens and Chania, but
there are currently no other carriers this winter linking
Chania with Thessaloniki, and Rome with Trapani in
Sicily. However, Trapani is just 60 kilometres from
Palermo, from where Alitalia, Vueling and even Ryanair
offer multiple daily flights to the Italian capital.
UK hit hardest by W17/18 cancellations
Four of the top five airports for flight cancellations this
winter are in the UK, with Warsaw WAW being the
interloper. Ryanair only offers three routes from that
airport, all domestic destinations, to Gdansk, Szczecin
and Wroclaw. Only the Szczecin route will operate this
winter. However, from its base at Warsaw WMI, Ryanair
has only cancelled one route this winter, a twice-weekly
service to Thessaloniki in Greece.
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Spain: With growth of 6.2% in August, Spain’s airports
are having a good 2017. Alicante and Malaga are proving
ever popular with holiday makers, both registering
double-digit growth. Among carriers, easyJet, Jet2.com,
Norwegian and Ryanair are all growing above the
average, while Eurowings is replacing airberlin.

The ANKER Report

Belgium: Demand at Belgian airports was up almost 8%
in July with Brussels BRU reporting solid growth of just
under 7%. The leading carriers were all growing
compared with last July, though Vueling has been
downsizing its presence at Brussels BRU. Maybe
surprisingly, Ryanair’s growth is below the average.
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Switzerland: Data for August shows growth of 5.6%
across the country’s three main airports, with Basel even
reporting double-digit growth of almost 11%. Among
airlines, SWISS has cut capacity slightly, while easyJet,
Lufthansa and Eurowings are showing well above
average growth.
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Air Arabia Maroc opens Agadir base with seven routes to Europe
Sharjah-based Air Arabia launched its Moroccan subsidiary
Air Arabia Maroc (IATA code 3O) in April 2009 using A320s.
Initially operating primarily just from Casablanca, the LCC
has since started international flights from Fez, Nador,
Oujda and Tangier (all in 2010), as well as Marrakech in
2012. However, it has taken until October 2017 for the LCC
to begin operations from Agadir, Morocco’s third busiest
airport.
On 1 October the carrier began serving seven destinations
in six European countries, with each route being flown
twice per week. The new routes are to Cologne Bonn,
Copenhagen, Dublin, Manchester, Munich, Stockholm
ARN and Toulouse. Due to the sector length, Stockholm is
actually served via Toulouse, resulting in a total journey
time to the Swedish capital of some seven hours.
Morocco traffic up 50% since 2007
Between 2007 and 2016 the number of passengers passing
through Morocco’s airports has risen by 50% from just
over 12 million to just over 18 million. That corresponds to
relatively modest average annual growth of just under 5%
per annum. Traffic has grown every year during that period
except for 2012. This small downturn may have been
influenced by the last significant terrorist attack on tourists
in the country, which occurred in April 2011 in Marrakech.
Comparing figures for 2007 and 2016 shows that the
country’s busiest airport, Casablanca, has grown by 47%.
This is better than the 28% growth achieved by Morocco’s
next biggest airport serving Marrakech. Third ranked
Agadir has actually seen traffic decline by 11% during the
period. However, passenger numbers across all other
Moroccan airports have grown by almost 160%.
11% growth in first eight months of 2017
Government statistics from ONDA show that in the first
eight months of 2017 passenger numbers at the country’s
airports has risen by a very healthy 11.5%. The nine
biggest airports have all grown significantly. Casablanca
and Marrakech are both reporting growth of around 10%
while Agadir has seen a rise of 13% in demand. However,
the fastest-growing airports in the country are Tangier
(+28%) and Fez (+21%).
Data for August alone shows overall growth of just under
12%, with domestic and international traffic both growing
at pretty much the same rate. At a route level, four of the
top five international routes involved airports serving
Paris. However, the fourth busiest international route in
August was between Casablanca and Montreal.
Air Arabia Maroc capacity up 80%
Analysing FlightGlobal schedules data for October 2016
and October 2017 shows that overall scheduled seat
capacity on international routes is up just over 15%.
Between them, Royal Air Maroc and Ryanair account for
just over half of all international seats. Air Arabia Maroc
now ranks a clear third, and is showing capacity growth of
almost 80% compared with last October, making it by far
the fastest-growing of the major airlines serving Morocco.
Transavia France with almost 50% growth and Vueling with
a 40% increase, are also helping to drive double-digit
growth in the market.
Growth spurt in 2017
This year is set to be a significant one for Air Arabia Maroc
with it operating 40% more flights than in 2016. This
increase of over 1,700 flights since last year is the airline’s
biggest ever expansion. According to planespotters.net the
airline now operates eight A320s, three of which joined
the fleet this year, in March, June and September.
The airline’s biggest growth has come in Fez with the
number of flights there growing fourfold compared with
2016. Tangier and Marrakech (where service has virtually
doubled) have also contributed significantly to the airline’s
growth, as has the new base in Agadir.
With these new routes from Agadir, Air Arabia Maroc
instantly becomes the second biggest carrier at the airport
in 2017 Q4 after Royal Air Maroc when measured by seat
capacity. However, because most of Royal Air Maroc’s
services are domestic, Air Arabia Maroc becomes Agadir’s
number one airline if measured by ASKs.
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UK: All of the UK’s top 12 airports reported growth in
July, with Birmingham (+18%) and Belfast BFS (+14%)
leading the way. Jet2.com’s new bases this summer in
London STN and Birmingham resulted in a 30% increase
in capacity. Sadly, eighth ranked Monarch Airlines
suspended all operations in early October (see page 8).

Denmark: Modest growth of just 1.5% across Denmark’s
airports in August. Billund’s 7% growth was the best
among the airports. SAS capacity is down around 4% but
the next three biggest carriers all reported capacity
growth of between 6% and 7%. easyJet dropped London
LTN to Copenhagen in March 2017 impacting its figures.

Romania: Passenger numbers were up over 25% in
Romania in July. Growth has been between 25% and
40% every month in 2017 in Romania. This has nothing
to do with flag-carrier TAROM and everything to do with
the battle between the country’s three main LCCs - Blue
Air, Ryanair and Wizz Air, who are all growing rapidly.

www.flightglobal.com/srsanalyser
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European traffic to Singapore up 7% in the first eight months of 2017;
Norwegian and Scoot become newest carriers in market
Passenger numbers between Singapore and Europe are
up 7% in the first eight months of this year according to
Changi Airport while talking to The ANKER Report at the
recent World Routes event in Barcelona. Just over four
million passengers annually fly between Changi and
Europe, representing some 7% of all passenger traffic at
the Singaporean hub. With the recent launch of
Norwegian services from London LGW there are now 11
airlines serving the market, linking 17 airports in 12
European countries to Singapore with 25 services:
•

Denmark: Copenhagen (SQ)

•

Finnair: Helsinki (AY)

•

France: Paris CDG (AF, SQ)

•

Germany: Düsseldorf (SQ), Frankfurt (LH, SQ),
Munich (SQ)

•

Greece: Athens (TR)

•

Italy: Milan MXP (SQ), Rome FCO (SQ)

•

Netherlands: Amsterdam (GA, KL, SQ)

•

Russia: Moscow DME (SQ)

•

Spain: Barcelona (SQ)

•

Switzerland: Zurich (LX, SQ)

•

Turkey: Istanbul IST (TK, SQ)

•

UK: London LHR (BA, GA, SQ), London LGW (DI),
Manchester (SQ)

Singapore Airlines serves 14 of the 17 destinations nonstop and faces direct competition on only six of them
(Amsterdam, Frankfurt, Istanbul, London LHR, Paris and
Zurich). Competition might be considered less on the
German, Swiss and Turkish routes as these are flown by
fellow Star Alliance carriers Lufthansa, SWISS and Turkish
Airlines. The only European carriers having a monopoly
on their routes are Finnair (from Helsinki) and
Norwegian (from London LGW), although three carriers
serve London LHR. Scoot also has a monopoly on its
Athens route.
Four new European non-stops since July 2016
Since the start of 2016, new non-stop services have been
launched by Singapore Airlines to Düsseldorf (21 July
2016) and Manchester (30 October 2016), Scoot to
Athens (20 June 2017), and Norwegian to London LGW
(28 September 2017). Manchester had previously been
served by Singapore Airlines via Munich. In addition,
Singapore Airlines began serving Stockholm ARN 5weekly in May 2017, but this is via Moscow DME.

Capacity up 3% for all of 2017
According to the latest FlightGlobal schedules data, seat
capacity between Europe and Singapore is set to grow
some 3% across all of 2017. This is the third successive
year of growth in the market. Capacity reached a peak in
2012 before Qantas decided to re-direct the intermediate stop on its Australian services to London LHR and
Frankfurt to Dubai, as part of an agreement with
Emirates.
Singapore Airlines’ share of the market was between
52% and 57% from 2004 to 2012. However, once Qantas
left the market its share jumped to 65% in 2014. This
then fell to 64% in 2015, 61% in 2016 and an estimated
58% in 2017. Qantas’ departure also saw the average
aircraft size in the market fall from 361 seats in 2012 to
326 in 2017. Coincidentally, this is the same figure as for
2007 and 2008. A380s are flown by British Airways and
Lufthansa in the market while Singapore Airlines (SQ)
uses the double-decker on its routes to Frankfurt,
London LHR, Paris and Zurich. The newer A350-900 is
used by SQ on a further eight routes (and also by Finnair

on its Helsinki service), while most of the other services
are flown with a variety of 777s. Only Norwegian and
Scoot use 787s.
Qantas set to return in March 2018; Oslo next new
route?
From next March, Qantas will once again be serving
Europe via Singapore with the announcement of daily
London LHR services from the start of S18. These A380
flights will be honoured with the airline’s 001 and 002
flight numbers.
Changi Airport has identified Oslo as a potential next
destination in Europe, with Singapore being home to the
largest number of Norwegian companies (approximately
400) in Asia. With Norwegian having just started flights
from London, a route from its home base is a distinct
possibility. The airport also sees potential for routes to
Eastern Europe, in particular Hungary and Poland.
Maybe LOT Polish Airlines, another Star Alliance
member, would be interested in these services, given
that LOT has announced plans to fly long-haul routes to
the US (Chicago and New York) from Budapest next May.

Growth in Europe-Asia non-stop market driven by China;
Europe-China market has doubled since 2010 to 8m seats
Back in 2009 there were between three and four million
non-stop, one-way seats between European airports and
each of China, India, Japan and Thailand. Three of those
markets have remained relatively similar in size in 2017.
Not surprisingly, China is the exception with annual seat
capacity having more than doubled in the last eight
years to just under eight million seats, according to
FlightGlobal schedules data.
Vietnam and Taiwan have higher growth rates
While China’s 120% growth since 2009 looks spectacular
in volume terms, other leading Asian country markets
have actually grown faster in percentage terms. Leading
the way is Taiwan which has seen capacity grow fourfold
from 160k seats to 640k, representing a 300%
improvement.
Vietnam has grown from 300k seats to 800k, an increase
of 170%, while South Korea has seen the second biggest
volume increase in going from 1.4 million to 2.5 million
annual one-way seats from Europe.
Japan and Malaysia markets down slightly
Six of the top 12 markets have seen little or no growth
since 2009. India and Pakistan (both +1%), Singapore
(+4%) and Thailand (+5%) have stagnated while Japan
(down 8%) and Malaysia (down 16%) have actually seen
a decline in non-stop seat capacity.
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easyJet’s mixed fortunes in Germany
As negotiations over the fate of airberlin continue,
indications are that easyJet is one of the two remaining
airlines (the other being Lufthansa) that looks likely to
benefit. In a statement on 15 September easyJet
confirmed that it had ‘submitted a proposal to the
overseers of airberlin’s insolvency to acquire parts of its
short haul business’. The airline went on to say that, given
the uncertainty around the process, there was no
guarantee that any such transaction would actually
happen.
easyJet operates 98 international routes
Analysis of FlightGlobal schedules data for 2017 reveals
that easyJet operates 98 international routes from German
airports; 52 from Berlin SXF, 31 from Hamburg, seven from
Munich, five from Stuttgart, and one each from Dortmund
(to London LTN), Dresden (to Basel) and Friedrichshafen
(to London LGW, but only in winter). The carrier currently
operates no domestic services in Germany.
Although easyJet’s presence in Germany has grown
steadily in recent years, virtually doubling since 2009, it
has not all been plain sailing. The LCC opened a base in
Dortmund in July 2004 and operated 15 routes from the
airport. However, the base closed at the end of S08 though
several routes continued to operate until the end of S12,
since when only a route to London LTN has survived.
Hamburg base closing in S18 with 60% cut in flights
In June, easyJet announced that it was planning to close its
Hamburg base at the end of the W17/18 season. The
northern German airport had become a base at the start of
the S14 season. Although Hamburg will no longer be a
base, nine of the 28 routes operated this summer will
continue to be served in S18 using aircraft based at other
airports. The number of weekly flights offered will be
reduced by around 60% according to analysis of
FlightGlobal schedules data.

London LTN between October 2005 and October 2007.

Karlsruhe/Baden-Baden, Nuremberg and Weeze.

Düsseldorf, airberlin’s second biggest base after Berlin TXL,
has welcomed easyJet aircraft before. Services from Basel
began in November 2009, followed by London LGW and
Rome FCO in February 2010. However, Italian flights ended
in November 2012, followed by Swiss flights in March
2014, and UK flights in March 2016.

With Lufthansa apparently set to acquire the majority of
airberlin, this will give it (and its low-cost subsidiary
Eurowings) an even bigger share of the German market,
something that Europe’s competition authorities may
consider worth examining in more detail.

Only half the size of Ryanair in Germany

Has also served Cologne Bonn, Düsseldorf and Bremen

While easyJet’s capacity from German airports has grown
by a modest 5% in 2017, Ryanair has increased its
presence in the German market by 26% during the same
period. It now offers twice as many seats from German
airports as easyJet, split across 10 bases, with Memmingen
becoming the ULCC’s latest (see The ANKER Report Issue 0
for more details). It already has bases at Berlin SXF,
Bremen, Cologne Bonn, Frankfurt, Hahn, Hamburg,

Meanwhile, easyJet will probably be looking to consolidate
further its significant position in Berlin. According to
schedule data for September 2017, for both Berlin airports
combined, airberlin/NIKI offered 550,000 departing seats
followed by easyJet 255k, Ryanair 245k, Lufthansa 165k
and Eurowings/Germanwings 150k. Ideally, easyJet would
probably like to emerge as the leading airline in Berlin
even ahead of a combined Lufthansa and Eurowings
presence.

Looking back, easyJet has served three other German
airports in the past. Cologne Bonn was served, starting in
S04, from four UK airports, East Midlands, Edinburgh,
Liverpool and London LGW. The London service was the
last to end, finally suspended at the end of the S16 season.
Bremen was served with a mostly daily service from
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Monarch’s collapse is bad news for its five UK hubs and airports in
Spain and Portugal; Gibraltar bracing for challenging times
UK leisure carrier Monarch Airlines suspended
operations on the morning on Monday 2 October. The
London LTN headquartered airline had earlier this year
celebrated the 50th anniversary of its founding, though
flights did not start until 1968. Since 2000 the airline had
undergone a transformation from being primarily a
charter airline to becoming a scheduled airline. During
this period passenger numbers grew from 4.5 million in
2002 to seven million in 2014. However, in 2015
passenger numbers fell sharply to 5.7 million and then
dropped further to 5.4 million in 2016 as the airline went
through a period of restructuring. The drop in numbers
in 2016 was primarily due to a fall in load factor, to just
under 76%. For the previous decade the airline’s annual
load factor had been between 81% and 86%.
Traffic up 15% in first half of 2017
Some of its previous key markets, such as Egypt and
Turkey, saw demand fall due to terrorist attacks.
However, according to UK CAA statistics, passenger
numbers were up 15% in the first half of 2017, helped by
a 48% increase in April traffic, which benefited from
Easter taking place that month, rather than in March, as
in 2016.
With a focus on leisure destinations in Spain and
Portugal, Monarch has always had a problem with
seasonality. Passenger statistics show that in recent
years, during the airline’s busiest month of August,
Monarch flies between three and four times as many
people as it does during its off-peak months (November
to February).
13 new routes and five new destinations this summer
In an attempt to diversify its network portfolio, the
carrier had added Lisbon, Madrid and Tel Aviv to its
destinations in 2016, while this summer Porto, Split,
Stockholm ARN, Valencia and Zagreb were added to its
network. Monarch launched 13 new routes this summer,
while dropping four routes to Sharm El-Sheikh in Egypt.
As a result, Monarch was operating 104 routes this
summer to a total of 35 destinations across its five UK
bases; 30 from Birmingham, 26 from Manchester, 23
from London LGW, 15 from London LTN and 10 from
Leeds Bradford.
The airline’s most frequently visited destinations in S17
were Alicante, Faro, Malaga and Palma de Mallorca.
However, all of these destinations are also served by
several other carriers from all of Monarch’s hubs.
49 airports served in 2017
Apart from the 35 destinations served from the UK in
summer, Monarch also served a number of seasonal,
winter-only destinations. These were; Eilat/Ovda,
Friedrichshafen, Geneva, Grenoble, Innsbruck, Kittila,
Lyon, Salzburg and Turin. As a result, Monarch flew from
a total of 49 airports in 2017.
Gibraltar loses 40% of seat capacity
Analysis of FlightGlobal schedules data for all of 2017
(including Monarch’s planned operation for the rest of
the year) reveals that the airline accounted for around
0.6% of seat capacity across all European airports.
At its UK hubs it accounted for between 12% of seats (at
Birmingham) and just over 4% of seats (at London LGW).
However, the airport that should be most concerned is
Gibraltar, where Monarch accounted for almost 40% of
seat capacity. The carrier operated there from all of its
hubs (except Leeds Bradford). Gibraltar’s remaining UK
services are flown by British Airways (to London LHR)
and easyJet (to Bristol, London LGW and Manchester).
Competition on 91 of 104 routes
Looking at FlightGlobal schedules data for August 2017
reveals that Monarch faced competition on 91 of its 104
routes. On average the airline faced 2.8 competitors on
each route. At London LGW this increased to 3.6
competitors while at Manchester it was 3.4. At
Birmingham this fell to 2.3 while at Leeds Bradford and
London LTN it dropped to 1.9 and 1.7 respectively. Nine
of the airline’s 13 ‘monopoly’ routes were from
Birmingham; to Gibraltar, Lisbon, Nice, Preveza, Rome
FCO, Split, Stockholm ARN, Valencia and Venice VCE.
Jet2.com will launch Rome and Split service in S18.
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Turkish Airlines’ global network analysed by region; Europe and
North America recovering after difficult period
Istanbul-based Turkish Airlines flies to more countries
than any other airline in the world. According to analysis
of FlightGlobal schedules data for 2017, the Star Alliance
carrier will have operated flights to 109 countries this
year. This is an increase of two on the number of
countries served in 2016 with Eritrea and Guinea both
welcoming back the airline during 2017.

another. A total of 27 million passengers flew on
domestic services, almost 20 million on European flights,
just over five million on Middle East routes, 4.6 million
on Far East routes, 2.8 million on African routes and 2.2
million on North American routes. Just over 300,000
passengers flew on routes to and from destinations in
Central and South America.

A total of 267 airports have been served with scheduled
passenger flights in 2017. When the airline launched
service to Phuket in Thailand in July it claimed that it was
the airline’s 300th destination. This would appear to
include airports that are no longer served and maybe
those served by the airline’s cargo fleet. The only other
new, non-stop, international routes that Turkish Airlines
has launched from Istanbul Atatürk in 2017 are to
Samara and Voronezh in Russia. It also diverted its
Vilnius flights to Kaunas while the Lithuanian capital’s
airport underwent major runway refurbishment in July
and August.

Europe and Far East dominate RPK stats

63 million passengers of which one-third connecting
Last year Turkish Airlines transported almost 63 million
passengers, including almost 6.5 million in August alone.
Passenger load factor across the year was surprisingly
stable, ranging from a low of 72.1% in February to a high
of 78.6% in August. Just under 21 million passengers
were connecting from one international flight to

The airline reports monthly traffic figures by geographic
region so The ANKER Report was curious to see how the
airline’s global network has developed by region in
recent years. Using RPKs (Revenue Passenger
Kilometres) as the key metric, the figures show the
importance of Europe and the Far East to the carrier.
Last winter Europe slipped below the Far East for a few
months, but is now once again the leading region for
RPKs.
The domestic market and North America generate
similar monthly RPK figures, while the Middle East and
African markets are also surprisingly similar in size. The
smallest geographic market for Turkish Airlines is
currently South America.
Europe and North America suffered slump last winter
To see the underlying trends by region The ANKER
Report has analysed the data using an index, where 100

equals the 12-month average for all of 2014. Therefore,
all regions score 100 for December 2014. For subsequent
months the 12-month moving average is compared with
that of December 2014. This removes seasonality effects
and makes it easier to see changes in underlying
demand.
While this reveals that most of the geographic regions
have undergone mostly steady growth, there are a
couple of notable exceptions. The European market,
which showed no underlying growth for much of 2016,
declined by about 7% between October 2016 and March
2017, before gradually picking up during the summer
months. However, as of August 2017 the European
market is only 5% bigger than it was at the end of 2014.
Between December 2014 and October 2016 the North
American was the fastest-growing, helped by the launch
of new routes to San Francisco (April 2015), Miami
(October 2015) and Atlanta (May 2016). However, rather
like the European market, it declined between October
2016 and March 2017, before gradually growing once
more. After little growth in 2015, the African market saw
significant growth in 2016. Being the smallest market
makes it relatively easy for the South American market
to be the fastest-growing in percentage terms. Since the
end of 2014 this region has seen underlying traffic grow
by over 55%.

MIPIM: A revenue manager’s dream or nightmare?
Every year in mid-March there is a major real estate
exhibition, conference and networking event in Cannes
called MIPIM. Apparently over 24,000 people from 100
countries gather at this event, for which Nice is the
nearest airport. Next year’s event will take place from 13
-16 March at the Palais des Festivals.
While delegates from mainland Europe have the
potential option of driving there, for UK delegates air
travel is the only realistic option. Demand is high for the
event and delegates are likely to be wealthy, so airlines
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face the challenge of selling as many seats for the
highest possible fare.
easyJet’s £1,250 return fares
A quick look at currently available fares from the UK
reveals that easyJet is already offering £600 one-way
fares from its London LGW base. A delegate wishing to
travel from 13 March to 16 March could pay over £1,250
for a return fare. However, by travelling out on Sunday
11 March and returning on Saturday 17 March the
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return fare could be as low as £60. Such extreme fares
are also available on its London LTN flights. Conversely,
from London STN, you can book a return flight with
Ryanair (out 12 March, return 16 March) for just £222.
British Airways is currently offering all flights from
London LHR to Nice on 12 March for £604 with all return
sectors on 16 March also available for £604, making a
return fare of £1,208. The ANKER Report will be checking
back from time to time to see whether fares get even
more expensive in the weeks and months ahead.
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Latest European airport traffic statistics
Data published here has been made public between 18 September and 8 October.
Country

Sources: Individual airports, airport authorities, government statistics and ACI Europe. (YTD: Year to date)

Austria

August: Graz pax -10.9% to 86,974. YTD: pax -1.1% to 641k.

Croatia

September: Split pax +23.3% to 421k; Dubrovnik pax +14.0% to 349k; Pula pax +59.4% to 101k
YTD: Split pax +23.6% to 2.54m; Dubrovnik pax +17.2% to 2.04m; Pula pax +35.7% to 552k

Czech Republic

August: Prague pax +17.5% to 1.70m. YTD: pax +19.8% to 10.17m.

Denmark

September: Billund pax +10.0% to 338k; Aalborg pax +3.5% to 156k; Aarhus pax +0.6% to 38,812.

Estonia

September: Tallinn pax +23.9% to 267k. YTD: pax +18.2% to 2.00m.

France

August: Marseille pax +9.7% to 949k; Nantes pax +16.2% to 600k; Paris BVA pax -10.3% to 345k; Ajaccio pax +8.3% to 241k; Bastia pax +8.6% to 213k; Lille pax
+21.9% to 207k; Montpellier pax +14.8% to 192k; Figari pax +13.3% to 155k; Biarritz pax +8.1% to 147k; Strasbourg pax +25.6% to 111k.
YTD: Marseille pax +7.2% to 6.08m; Nantes pax +13.3% to 3.69m; Paris BVA pax -9.0% to 2.49m; Lille pax +3.4% to 1.27m; Montpellier pax +10.1% to 1.24m;
Ajaccio pax +10.0% to 1.11m; Bastia pax +8.3% to 987k; Biarritz pax +7.3% to 825k; Strasbourg pax +9.4% to 761k.

Germany

August: All airports (ADV) pax +6.0% to 23.32m, flights +3.3% to 194k. Europe pax +5.3% to 15.34m, Intercontinental pax +11.7% to 4.20m, domestic pax
+3.3% to 3.71m.
August: Düsseldorf pax +6.1% to 2.55m; Berlin TXL pax +1.8% to 1.97m; Hamburg +11.7% to 1.71m; Cologne Bonn pax +5.7% to 1.30m; Berlin SXF pax +14.9%
to 1.21m; Stuttgart pax +2.2% to 1.19m; Nuremberg pax +21.3% to 473k.
September: Memmingen pax +19.2% to 124k; Rostock pax +24.7% to 34,507 (YTD: pax +13.8% to 240k)
YTD: All airports (ADV) pax +6.2% to 157.12m, flights +2.7% to 1.41m. Europe pax +6.7% to 97.29m, Intercontinental pax +9.6% to 27.71m, domestic pax +2.6%
to 31.68m.
YTD: Düsseldorf pax +10.0% to 16.89m; Berlin TXL pax +1.9% to 14.20m; Hamburg +9.9% to 11.70m; Berlin SXF pax +16.3% to 8.56m; Cologne Bonn pax +4.5%
to 8.21m; Stuttgart pax +3.1% to 7.29m; Nuremberg pax +23.3% to 2.75m.

Hungary

September: Budapest pax +13.3% to 1.25 million. YTD: Pax +14.5% to 9.88m. Has registered growth of between 12% and 18% for every month in 2017.

Iceland

September: Reykjavik/Keflavik pax +23.9% to 869k. YTD: Pax +31.3% to 6.82m. Growth has been above 20% every month this year.

Ireland

September: Dublin pax +6.5% to 2.74m; Cork pax +6.4% to 211k.
YTD: Dublin pax +6.2% to 22.74m; Cork pax +3.4% to 1.81m.

Italy

August: All airports (Assaeroporti) pax +6.2% to 18.85m; international pax +7.5% to 12.72m; domestic pax +3.6% to 6.08m; flights +1.9% to 139k.
August: Rome FCO pax -2.2% to 4.22m; Milan MXP pax +14.0% to 2.29m; Milan BGY pax +11.8% to 1.26m; Venice VCE pax +5.2% to 1.14m; Catania pax +15.5%
to 1.01m; Naples pax +25.8% to 1.01m; Milan LIN pax -1.4% to 843k; Bologna pax +7.0% to 828k; Palermo pax +4.1% to 635k; Pisa pax +2.6% to 607k; Olbia
pax +3.2% to 583k; Cagliari pax +13.0% to 549k.
YTD (Aug): All airports (Assaeroporti) pax +6.7% to 118.27m; international pax +9.1% to 76.71m; domestic pax +2.7% to 41.32m; flights +2.5% to 919k.
YTD (Aug): Rome FCO pax -0.9% to 27.70m; Milan MXP pax +14.9% to 14.84m; Milan BGY pax +11.9% to 8.34m; Venice VCE pax +6.3% to 6.91m; Milan LIN pax
-0.3% to 6.39m; Catania pax +16.8% to 6.12m; Naples pax +22.9% to 5.59m; Bologna pax +6.8% to 5.49m; Rome CIA pax +5.6% to 3.95m; Palermo pax +5.5% to
3.81m; Pisa pax +6.0% to 3.63m; Bari pax +8.5% to 3.11m; Cagliari pax +12.4% to 2.84m, Olbia pax +9.5% to 2.06m.
Note: Trapani Airport will be closed for runway works between Monday 6 November and Sunday 10 December.

Latvia

August: Riga pax +15.2% to 644k. YTD: pax +10.9% to 4.04m.

Lithuania

August: Kaunas pax +231% to 235k (due to diversions from Vilnius because of runway work); Palanga pax +37.0% to 37,346.

Poland

September: Katowice pax +23.1% to 483k; Lublin pax +24.9% to 43,299.
YTD (Sep): Katowice pax +20.5% to 3.13m; Lublin pax +7.7% to 316k.

Serbia

September: Belgrade pax +9.1% to 567k. YTD: pax +8.9% to 4.15m.

Turkey

September: All airports (DHMI) pax +16.0% to 19.84m; Istanbul IST pax +6.9% to 6.00m; Antalya pax +50.0% to 3.67m; Istanbul SAW pax +8.3% to 2.95m;
Ankara pax +29.7% to 1.53m; Izmir pax +14.9% to 1.25m; Dalaman pax +22.0% to 603k; Bodrum pax +8.5% to 513k; Adana pax +1.3% to 498k; Trabzon pax
+14.4% to 425k.
YTD (Sep): All airports (DHMI) pax +10.0% to 146.76m; Istanbul IST pax +3.6% to 47.65m; Antalya pax +43.6% to 21.36m; Istanbul SAW pax +4.4% to 23.48m;
Ankara pax +17.9% to 11.40m; Izmir pax +6.0% to 9.62m; Adana pax -1.1% to 4.17m; Dalaman pax +21.0% to 3.22m; Trabzon pax +11.4% to 3.16m; Bodrum
pax +8.4% to 3.03m.

UK

August: Birmingham pax +16.2% to 1.50m; Bristol pax +5.7% to 905k; East Midlands pax +2.8% to 613k; Liverpool pax +2.8% to 511k; London LCY pax -2.2% to
396k; Jersey pax -0.9% to 184k; Cardiff pax +7.6% to 182k.
YTD (Aug): Birmingham pax +16.3% to 8.99m; Bristol pax +9.3% to 5.61m; East Midlands pax +4.2% to 3.40m; Liverpool pax +2.1% to 3.34m; London LCY pax
+0.0% to 3.01m; Jersey pax +1.3% to 1.11m; Cardiff pax +9.8% to 1.01m.

European GDP growth in 2017 Q2 and Euro exchange rate trends
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Latest European route news
Adria Airways will commence 3-weekly flights from its
base at Ljubljana to Kiev KBP on 29 October. The Star
Alliance carrier will operate the 1,300-kilometre sector
using its CRJ 900 fleet, of which it currently has seven.
The flights depart Slovenia at 22:35 arriving in Ukraine at
01:40, before departing Kiev at 05:00 and getting back to
Ljubljana at 06:10. No other carrier connects Slovenia
and Ukraine with non-stop flights.
Aer Lingus is heading for Philadelphia. Starting 25
March, the Irish carrier will begin 4-weekly flights from
Dublin to the biggest city in Pennsylvania. However, it is
not the state capital. That honour belongs to relatively
small Harrisburg. Anyway, this new service will be flown
using 757s operated by ASL Ireland. Philadelphia will join
10 other US cities served non-stop by Aer Lingus from
the Irish capital next summer.
Aigle Azur is expanding its network from Paris ORY with
the introduction in early December of flights to Berlin
TXL (4-weekly) and Moscow DME (2-weekly) using its
A320s. Air France and airberlin currently connect Paris
CDG and Berlin TXL with multiple daily flights, while
easyJet connects Paris ORY and Berlin SXF with up to 3daily flights. This December Aigle Azur offers 14 routes
from Paris ORY; seven are to destinations in Algeria and
a further three are to cities in Portugal. The other two
routes are to Beirut and Bamako in Mali. Bamako is the
airline’s longest route at 4,115 kilometres.
Air Arabia Maroc has opened a base at Agadir. The LCC
began flights from Morocco’s third busiest airport on 1
October. The seven new destinations will each be flown
2-weekly. The new services are to Cologne Bonn,
Copenhagen, Dublin, Manchester, Munich, Stockholm
ARN and Toulouse, with Germany the only country
market to get two destinations. For more analysis on the
airline’s new base and its position in the Moroccan
market see page 4.
Air Canada is using its new 737 MAX 8s to launch two
new seasonal routes to Ireland in S18. From the
beginning of June, the Star Alliance carrier will connect
Montreal and Dublin, as well as Toronto YYZ and
Shannon, both with 4-weekly flights. This summer the
Canadian flag-carrier served Dublin from Toronto YYZ
(11-weekly) and Vancouver (3-weekly).
Air Canada Rouge is growing its European presence with
the addition of five new routes in S18. From the
beginning of June, the carrier will use its 767-300ERs to
connect Montreal with Bucharest and Lisbon, as well as
Toronto YYZ with Bucharest, Porto and Zagreb. All
routes will only operate during the summer season. The
Bucharest routes will both be served 2-weekly, Lisbon 3weekly, with Porto and Zagreb each getting 4-weekly
service.
Air France is joining its SkyTeam partner Delta Air Lines
in offering non-stop flights next summer between Paris
CDG and Seattle-Tacoma. The 8,100-kilometre route will
be flown 5-weekly by Air France using its 777-200ERs.
The French carrier previously connected the two cities
between June 2007 and March 2012. Meanwhile,
starting 29 October Air France will begin seasonal, 2weekly flights between Montpellier and Algiers using its
Airbus A320-series aircraft.
AtlasGlobal has become the fourth carrier to connect
Istanbul and Moscow. On 25 September the airline
began daily flights between Istanbul IST and Moscow
SVO using a mix of its A319s and A320s. The two cities
are already connected by Turkish Airlines (4-daily flights
IST-VKO), Aeroflot (3-daily flights IST-SVO) and Pegasus
Airlines (daily flights SAW-DME).
British Airways is returning to the Seychelles. From 24
March the oneworld carrier will begin 2-weekly flights
from London LHR to Mahé using 787-9s. It last served
the airport in 2004 when it operated flights there via
Nairobi.
Condor plans to fill the vacancy left by airberlin for
flights to the Caribbean from Düsseldorf this winter. In
early November it will begin low frequency service to
Barbados, Cancun, Montego Bay in Jamaica, and La
Romana and Punta Cana in the Dominican Republic. All
these new routes will be flown by A330-200s.
Delta Air Lines has announced several new routes to
Europe for S18. From Los Angeles it will offer non-stop
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service to Amsterdam and Paris CDG starting in midJune. These two airports are of course home to fellow
SkyTeam members KLM and Air France. From 24 May
Delta will also begin a seasonal, 5-weekly service from
New York JFK to Ponta Delgada in the Azores. Between
24 May and 4 September Delta will also be connecting
Atlanta with Lisbon with daily flights. Maybe most
interestingly, the carrier will begin daily flights from
Indianapolis to Paris CDG on 24 May, just in time for the
legendary Indianapolis 500 motor race which takes place
next year on Sunday 27 May. Coincidentally, or maybe
not, the designated flight numbers for this service are DL
500 and DL 501. This is Indiana’s first ever year-round
transatlantic service.
Eurowings has also responded to airberlin dropping its
Caribbean routes this winter, by announcing plans to
serve Puerto Plata, Punta Cana and Varadero from
Düsseldorf. The Lufthansa subsidiary has also added a
number of new leisure destinations, mostly in Greece,
Spain and Tunisia, from its bases at Cologne Bonn,
Düsseldorf, Hannover, Munich, Salzburg and Stuttgart.
It is also taking over two of Brussels Airlines’ five daily
flights from Brussels BRU to Berlin TXL at the start of the
W17/18 season.
EVA Air plans to convert its existing one-stop (in
Bangkok BKK) service to Vienna to a non-stop service
starting 8 March. The only other European destination
that the Taiwanese carrier currently serves non-stop
from Taipei TPE is Paris CDG. The new non-stop Vienna
service will be flown 3-weekly using the carrier’s 777300ERs. EVA Air also serves Amsterdam and London LHR
from Taiwan, both with a stop on the way in Bangkok.
Finnair is launching two new routes to Norway starting
in May 2018. Using E190-E2s operated by Widerøe, it
will link Helsinki to Bergen with daily flights, and
Helsinki to Tromsø on a weekly basis. Finnair last
connected Helsinki with Bergen between May and
September 2009 using mostly E190s.
Icelandair has announced Dublin as its next new
destination in Europe. Starting 8 May 2018, it will
operate 6-weekly from Reykjavik/Keflavik using its 757
fleet. Local rival WOW air has been serving Dublin since
June 2015, gradually increasing weekly frequencies each
summer from three in 2015 to nine in 2017.
Jet2.com launched a weekly service between
Birmingham and Funchal on 2 October. However, due to
high winds in Madeira the flight had to divert to Gran
Canaria before night-stopping in Fuerteventura and
finally delivering the passengers to Funchal on 3
October. This became the UK leisure airline’s 7th route to
the Portuguese island. An 8th route from Edinburgh
begins on 30 October with a 9th service from Belfast BFS
beginning at the end of April 2018. Now named after the
famous footballer, Cristiano Ronaldo International
Airport, serving the island of Madeira, has seen traffic
grow by 10.4% in the first seven months of this year to
1.87 million passengers. The airport has benefited from
an expansion of the terminal building completed in
2016.
KLM is to start serving Fortaleza in Brazil from 3 May
2018. The Dutch carrier will begin 3-weekly service from
Amsterdam using its A330-200s. The SkyTeam carrier
already serves Rio de Janeiro GIG and Sao Paulo GRU
with non-stop flights. TAP Portugal already serves the
Brazilian airport from Lisbon with up to daily flights,
while Condor (from Frankfurt) and Meridiana (from
Milan MXP) offer low frequency service.
Lufthansa has responded to the axing of much of
airberlin’s US network by announcing two new US
routes. Starting on 7 November the carrier will operate 3
-weekly between Düsseldorf and Miami, while the
following day will see the launch of 5-weekly flights from
Berlin TXL to New York JFK. Both these routes will be
flown with A330-300s. airberlin operated both these
routes daily during S17 and faced no direct competition.
Nordica is exploring a couple of new markets starting in
June 2018. Starting on 1 June the Estonian carrier will
operate weekly flights from Tallinn to Ohrid in
Macedonia. From 16 June it will fly 2-weekly to
Constanta in Romania. Both routes will be flown on its
behalf by LOT Polish Airlines using its CRJ 900s
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Norwegian has launched its first route to Singapore,
from London LGW. The 4-weekly service which began on
28 September, and will be flown by the LCCs 787-9s, will
face indirect competition from British Airways and
Singapore Airlines who both operate from London LHR,
the UK carrier with 2-daily and the Star Alliance carrier
with 4-daily flights. Norwegian will thus grow the total
seat capacity between London and Singapore by less
than 10%.
Ryanair has resumed service between Glasgow PIK and
Rzeszow. The service was reinstated on 5 October and
will operate twice-weekly (Tuesdays and Saturdays) from
the start of W17/18. The route was previously flown in
the summer of 2013. This becomes the airline’s ninth
route to the Polish city with a 10th, Bourgas, starting next
summer. Last year Rzeszow handled over 660,000
passengers making it Poland’s eighth busiest airport.
Ryanair will make Bourgas its second base in Bulgaria
starting in S18. Using a single aircraft, it will serve 10
destinations in six countries with either one or two
weekly flights. Germany gets three routes (Hahn,
Memmingen and Weeze) as does Poland (Krakow,
Rzeszow and Warsaw WMI). The other routes are to
Bratislava, Milan BGY, Riga and Tel Aviv. Ryanair
opened its first base in Bulgaria in September 2016 in
Sofia. It also serves Plovdiv (from four bases this winter)
and is starting its first flights to Varna from Brussels CRL
at the beginning of the W17/18 season.
Transavia has decided to move a few of its Amsterdam
services to Rotterdam for S18. These are the seasonal
routes to Almeria, Dubrovnik and Palermo all of which
will operate 2-weekly. It is also resuming flights to
Heraklion from Groningen and Rotterdam.
Volotea continues to find new markets in and around
the Mediterranean for its business model. It has
revealed plans to start 18 new routes next summer
including eight from its newest base at Marseille. There
are four new routes from both Palermo and Verona and
two from Venice VCE. The airline’s website route map
identifies 10 bases; five in France (Bordeaux, Marseille,
Nantes, Strasbourg and Toulouse), four in Italy (Genoa,
Palermo, Venice VCE and Verona) and one in Spain
(Asturias). All of the new routes announced will operate
just weekly or 2-weekly. Half the routes are to
destinations in Greece, three are to Spain, two to France
and Italy, and once each to Croatia and Portugal.
Wizz Air has started a 4-weekly service between its two
bases in Warsaw WAW and Vilnius using its A320s. The
relatively short 400-kilometre sector is already flown up
to five times daily by LOT Polish Airlines using its Q400s
and CRJ 900s. This winter Wizz Air will serve 44
destinations non-stop from the Polish capital, up from 34
last winter. Apart from Vilnius the carrier has also added
new service to Agadir, Billund, Bratislava, Bucharest,
Kiev IEV, Lamezia Terme, Lyon, Nice and Santander
since last winter. From the Lithuanian capital the ULCC
will serve 25 destinations this winter, an increase of
three from W16/17. Apart from Warsaw, the carrier will
also add flights to Agadir (1 November) and Gdansk (21
December). It also added Gothenburg at the start of S17
which appears to have replaced service to Malmö.

Wizz Air began its first ever route to Bordeaux on 22
September from its Budapest base. The 2-weekly service
faces no competition. A second route to Bordeaux from
its Warsaw WAW base will begin next March. This
winter the ULCC will serve 55 destinations non-stop from
the Hungarian capital, up from 42 in W16/17.
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Even Air France only has 74% of the French market

behind both Flybe and easyJet. In each of these
countries rail services offer some competition, especially
in France (TGV), Germany (ICE) and Spain (AVE).

Looking at the other major European domestic markets
in France, Italy, Spain and the UK, shows that Air France
is currently the most dominant flag carrier in its
domestic market with around 74% of seat capacity in
2016. Germany is already second with the Lufthansa
Group’s 72% share of capacity.

Where will new competition come from?

In Spain, Iberia and Vueling shared around 56% of
domestic seat capacity in 2016, while Alitalia’s share in
Italy was 44%, though it was still the leading carrier
ahead of Ryanair. In the UK, British Airways accounts for
just 27% of domestic seat capacity and ranks only third

Looking at which other carriers currently operate
domestic routes in Germany, there is little chance that
any of them will suddenly develop as viable alternatives
to airberlin.
Ryanair’s only domestic route between Berlin SXF and
Cologne Bonn is one of the 34 routes it has suspended
for this winter, which hardly suggests the airline is about
to launch a domestic attack on Lufthansa and Eurowings.

Transavia’s Munich to Berlin SXF route is also about to
end as the carrier closes its Bavarian base. Luxair
continues to connect Hamburg and Saarbrücken with up
to two daily flights using its Q400s, while bmi regional
connects Munich to Rostock with up to two daily flights
using its small Embraer jets.
So unless easyJet wants to start domestic services from
its Berlin base, German consumers may find themselves
with only the high-speed rail network (or their highspeed road network) as alternatives in a domestic
market in which Lufthansa would have a virtual
monopoly. But will EU regulators allow that to happen?

Country (Flag carrier(s) - FC)

FC domestic
seats 2016 (m)

Total domestic
seats 2016 (m)

FC share
2016

Other big carriers in 2016 (seats in millions)

France (Air France + HOP!)

23.461

31.609

74.2%

easyJet (3.998), Air Corsica (2.059), Volotea (1.128), Ryanair (0.482)

Germany (Lufthansa + Eurowings)

25.279

34.935

72.4%

airberlin (8.646), Ryanair (0.617)

Spain (Iberia + Vueling)

23.583

41.934

56.2%

Air Europa (6.964), Ryanair (5.737), Binter Canarias (3.485), Norwegian (1.174)

Italy (Alitalia)

16.333

36.970

44.2%

Ryanair (11.769), easyJet (2.871), Meridiana (2.464), Volotea (1.880), Vueling (0.855)

UK (British Airways)

8.144

30.420

26.8%

Flybe (9.206), easyJet (8.935), Ryanair (1.870), Aurigny (0.707)

Source: FlightGlobal schedules data for 2016

www.flightglobal.com/srsanalyser
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