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Norwegian dominates Europe-US
growth in S18; total capacity up 6%
According to the latest FlightGlobal schedules data, seat
capacity between European airports and the US is set to grow
by 6.0% in S18. This is exactly the same as the seat growth in
S17 when compared with S16. However, this apparent stability
disguises some significant developments in the market.
airberlin, the 14th biggest carrier in the market in S17 (with
almost 550,000 one-way seats during that period) has ceased
operations. To compensate, Eurowings is ramping up its US
network, adding five new routes across three different German
airports. Iceland’s WOW air continues to grow rapidly, Primera
Air is a significant newcomer and the three big US carriers are
only growing their capacity by a modest 2%.
However, for the second year running, the fastest-growing
airline on routes between Europe and the US is Norwegian. In
S16 it added around 190,000 seats on such routes, fewer than
both United Airlines and Delta Air Lines. In S17 it added
400,000 seats putting it well ahead of WOW air (167,000) and
Aer Lingus (125,000). As of the end of December 2017,
Norwegian looks set to add over 850,000 seats on routes
connecting Europe and the US, almost five times as many as its
closest rival, British Airways.

BA heads for the home of country music
For British Airways, the additional 190,000 seats are mostly as a
result of increased frequencies and the use of bigger aircraft.
The oneworld carrier is launching only two new US routes in
S18; from London LGW to Las Vegas (a route it last served as
recently as early 2016) and from London LHR to Nashville (a 4weekly service set to start on 4 May), the only non-stop service
from Europe to the Tennessee city that is the home of the
Country Music Hall of Fame and Museum.
Iceland’s WOW air continues its rapid growth and is adding
over 170,000 additional one-way seats for S18 from its
Reykjavik KEF hub. For this summer it is adding six new routes
to Cincinnati, Cleveland, Dallas/Fort Worth, Detroit, New York
JFK and St. Louis. For St. Louis this is the airport’s only non-stop
service to a European airport in 2018.
Newcomer Primera Air set to exploit A321neo capabilities
The only newcomer in the Europe-US market in 2018 is Primera
Air, owned by Primera Travel Group which has its HQ in
Copenhagen but whose owners are Icelandic. The carrier
expects to take delivery of the first of eight long-range A321neo

Welcome

Welcome to the first issue of The
ANKER Report in 2018. With NIKI being
sold to Vueling just before the end of
2017, we take a closer look at the key
Germany to Palma market, plus what it
means for Vueling.
Elsewhere we examine the US-Europe
market, the ever-growing UK to UAE
market, how Europe’s legacy carriers
are using mostly in-house feeder
carriers, Widerøe’s new era embracing
Norwegian operating over 50 routes to the US in S18
jet aircraft, and how Ryanair’s network
Norwegian’s US network from Europe is set to grow from 44
has evolved during the last decade.
routes in S17 to 55 routes in S18, a net increase of 11.

Plus all the usual new route news and However, two routes to Boston (from Copenhagen and Oslo)
analysis, updated airport traffic stats have been dropped, meaning that since S17 the carrier will
have launched 13 new US routes spread across six European
and country snapshots.
airports (Amsterdam, London LGW, Madrid, Milan MXP, Paris
Ralph Anker CDG and Rome FCO) and eight US airports (Austin, Boston,
ralph@anker-report.com Chicago, Denver, Los Angeles, New York EWR, New York JFK
and Oakland).
As a result of this expansion, Norwegian will be offering an
estimated 1.83 million seats on routes between Europe and the
US in S18, moving it from eighth to sixth among carriers serving
the market. The three major US carriers still hold the top three
positions, followed by British Airways and Lufthansa. It is now
conceivable that Norwegian could become the leading
European carrier to the US and maybe even the biggest carrier
of all, if it continues to diversify and grow its route network at
the current rate.
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aircraft in March, enabling it to launch narrow-body
transatlantic routes from Birmingham, London STN and Paris
CDG to Boston and New York EWR. These six routes,
representing almost 150,000 one-way seats, will launch in May
and June.
It is important to note that all flights by LEVEL, the long-haul
LCC launched by IAG in 2017 are currently operated by Iberia
and, according to FlightGlobal schedules data, also marketed by
Iberia, although the airline does have its own website for
bookings.
Reykjavik beats Paris CDG and London LGW for seat growth
Looking at which European airports will see the biggest increase
in US seat capacity this summer, the answer is Reykjavik in
Iceland. Not only is WOW air adding six new routes and
increasing capacity on other routes but Icelandair is also adding
Cleveland and Dallas/Fort Worth to its network, competing
head-to-head with the relative newcomer.

continues on page 12
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Emirates to serve London STN in 2018; 10 flights per day to UK capital
On 20 December Emirates announced that it would start
daily flights from its Dubai DXB hub to London STN
starting on 8 June. The new route will be operated by
the airline’s new three-class 777-300ERs offering
customers six seats in First Class, 42 in Business Class
and 306 in Economy Class. According to the airline’s
press release Dubai, Hong Kong, Mumbai, Shanghai and
Singapore are the most popular business destinations
from the East of England. The aircraft serving the route
will spend seven hours on the ground at Stansted,
arriving at 14:10 and departing back to Dubai at 21:10.
Emirates already serves London LHR with 6-daily flights
(all operated by A380s) and London LGW with 3-daily
flights (also all operated by A380s). In addition, British
Airways also flies to Dubai from London LHR with 3-daily
flights, two of which are normally flown with a 777 and
the other with a 747-400.
UK to UAE market grows eightfold since 1998
Looking at UK CAA passenger statistics for the last 20
years shows that the UK to UAE market (which includes
Abu Dhabi as well as Dubai) has grown from just over
900,000 passengers in 1998 to an estimated 7.8 million
passengers in 2017. Dubai’s share of the UAE market
from the UK has consistently been between 80% and
85%.
In 1998 Emirates was already serving London LHR,
London LGW and Manchester with non-stop flights from
Dubai. Birmingham was added in December 2000,
Glasgow followed in April 2004 and Newcastle in
September 2007. As a result, the new Stansted service
will be Emirates’ first new UK destination for over a
decade.
Between 1999 and 2007 the UK to UAE market grew by
more than 12% every year, with 2000 and 2004 seeing
exceptional growth of 25%. Since 2007, growth has only
once exceeded 10% and that was in 2013 when demand
surged by 13.5%, thanks to traffic on the Glasgow route
growing by 28%, the Newcastle route growing by 23%,
London LGW traffic increasing by 15% and even London
LHR demand reporting a 14% increase.
In the first 10 months of 2017 passenger demand to the
UAE appears to be up around 7%, with January and
February both registering double-digit growth.
UK as big as France, Germany and Italy combined
Comparing the UK with other European markets from
Dubai shows that, according to FlightGlobal schedules
data, the UK market absorbed almost 3.8 million oneway seats in 2017, with very little seat capacity growth.
The UK market is more than twice as big as the German
market, which, if combined with the Italian and French
markets, is only just bigger than the UK market.
Among the top 12 European markets in 2017 there was
significant capacity growth to Russia (+14%), Switzerland
(+7%) and Austria (+5%). In contrast, The Turkish market
reported a 10% reduction in seat capacity. Among the
top 12 country markets, Emirates only began serving
Spain and the Netherlands as recently as 2010, while
flights to Ireland began even more recently, on 9 January
2012.
Croatia became the most recent European country to get
non-stop flights to Dubai with Emirates, when the carrier
launched daily service to Zagreb on 1 June 2017. Two
country markets that Emirates used to serve non-stop in
Europe are Malta and Ukraine. However, Malta is now
served via Larnaca in Cyprus, while Kiev is served by
Emirates’ sister airline, flydubai, with 2-daily flights,
competing with Ukraine International Airlines’ daily
service. flydubai also serves Odessa in Ukraine.
London capacity four times bigger than Paris
Looking at a city level, there were almost 2.4 million oneway seats offered in 2017 on flights from Dubai to
London’s two biggest airports, Gatwick and Heathrow.
This is more than three times as many as its nearest city
rival, Istanbul, which welcomed almost 700,000 seats
from Dubai, flown to its two airports, Atatürk and Sabiha
Gökçen. Flights to Moscow’s three airports means that
the Russian capital ranks fifth behind Paris and Frankfurt.
While Germany (Frankfurt and Munich) and Italy (Milan
and Rome) each have two cities ranked in the top 12, the
UK has three (shown in red). Apart from London, both
Manchester (sixth) and Birmingham (12th) make it into
the top 12, with Glasgow 17th and Newcastle 30th.
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Much of the UK traffic heading for Dubai is connecting
on to other destinations in Africa, Asia and Australasia.
With non-stop flights from the UK to Australia’s main
international gateways of Melbourne and Sydney
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unlikely to be a reality for some time, Dubai is a
convenient connecting hub with excellent shopping
facilities. Something for England’s disappointed cricket
fans to enjoy on their way home this winter.
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Austria: Despite double-digit growth from three airports
in October, overall traffic in Austria is up just 1.5% due
to Vienna’s dominance. The country’s busiest airport
registered less than 1% growth in October.
Bulgaria: Wizz Air appears to be the primary driver of air
travel growth in Bulgaria in November with capacity up
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year-on-year by almost 50%. In contrast, Ryanair’s
capacity is down 18% in November, though Bourgas will
become a base for the ULCC in S18.
Ireland: Passenger growth of just over 6% in November
was driven more by Aer Lingus than Ryanair, though the
fastest-growing airlines in Ireland are Norwegian (with
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several new transatlantic flights) and KLM, which tripled
capacity on its W17/18 launched Amsterdam service.
Russia: Capacity growth in November across all Russian
airports of 6% is driven by Aeroflot’s growth by the same
amount. Ural Airlines and Aeroflot’s LCC Pobeda are
both recording capacity growth of close to 20%.
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Ryanair 2017 v 2007: shrinking bases and lost airports revealed
With over 80 bases across Europe and North Africa,
Ryanair offers more intra-European routes than any other
airline. With the ULCC regularly launching hundreds of new
routes every year, it is tempting to assume that all bases,
once established, then continue to grow. While that may
be true for many of Ryanair’s bases, analysis of FlightGlobal schedules data for 2007 and 2017 shows how a number
of the airline’s older bases have struggled to maintain their
traffic levels over the years, for a variety of reasons.
The ANKER Report estimates that by the end of 2007
Ryanair had established 23 bases of which five had opened
that year in Bremen (April), Weeze (June), Valencia
(October), Alicante (November) and Bristol (November). In
the case of Alicante and Bremen, this was Ryanair’s first
time operating to the airports, whereas the other airports
had previously been served from other Ryanair bases.
19 airports served in 2007 but not in 2017
In this analysis we compare Ryanair’s operations in 2007
with those in 2017. According to FlightGlobal schedules
data, the number of flights offered by Ryanair has grown
by 125% while the number of airports served has risen
from 142 to 207. However, 19 airports served a decade
ago are no longer part of the ULCC’s network in 2017.
These are led by Gothenburg GSE, which was closed to
larger commercial aircraft in late 2014 due to runway
issues, and Hamburg LBC, which has had ownership
problems and is currently not served by any airlines.
Ryanair now still serves both cities but using Gothenburg
GOT and Hamburg HAM instead. Flights to Forli in Italy
were moved to Bologna in March 2009 while the airline’s
last route to Granada was Milan BGY, which ended in May
2011.
Three airports in the UK are no longer served. Blackpool
currently has no commercial services. However, Doncaster
Sheffield is well served by Flybe, TUI Airways and Wizz Air,
while Inverness is served from three UK airports by
easyJet, as well as British Airways and KLM offering flights
to the major hubs of London LHR and Amsterdam.
At least one of the airports on this list, Rimini, will return
to Ryanair’s network in 2018. Last served from Frankfurt
HHN and London STN in September 2012, Ryanair will start
flights from Kaunas, London STN and Warsaw WMI to the
Italian airport at the start of S18.
Girona, Hahn and Prestwick all see big cuts
Looking at airports that are still served, but that had the
equivalent of at least three daily flights in 2007 (at least
1,095 annual departures), 15 have seen capacity cut by
more than 20% in 2017 compared with a decade earlier.
Out of these 15, nine are designated bases for the airline;
Alghero, Cork, Frankfurt HHN, Girona, Glasgow PIK,
Liverpool, Reus, Shannon and Stockholm NYO.
In several cases, Ryanair has grown at a nearby airport,
such as Barcelona, Frankfurt FRA, Glasgow GLA and
Manchester. Girona, with 10,000 fewer departing Ryanair
flights per annum has seen the biggest cut in actual flights,
followed by Frankfurt HHN (down 7,700), Glasgow PIK
(6,000) and Shannon (4,000).
The six non-base airports that were well served in 2007
but have seen significant cuts since are spread across six
different countries; Tampere in Finland, Carcassonne in
France, Cork in Ireland, Oslo TRF in Norway, Murcia in
Spain and City of Derry in the UK. The most dramatic cuts
have been at the Finnish airport. Back in 2007, Ryanair
served Tampere from Bremen, Dublin, Frankfurt HHN,
Liverpool, London STN, Milan BGY and Riga, with a total of
almost 1,600 flights. In 2017, only seasonal services to
Bremen and Budapest remained.
Italy, Spain and UK have all been #1 country market
During the last decade three different countries have been
the biggest for Ryanair. Between 2007 and 2010 the UK led
the way. In 2007, Ryanair operated twice as many flights
from UK airports as from either Ireland or Italy, but by
2011 Spain had become the airline’s leading country
market.
It held this position for two years before Italy took over at
the top in 2014. Italy remained Ryanair’s leading country
market in 2015, 2016 and 2017, though the UK came close
in 2016. In 2017 Germany overtook Ireland to become
Ryanair’s fourth biggest country market, a position it last
overtaken by Poland in 2016 and by Portugal in 2017. In (2016) the newest members of the club. However,
held (briefly) in 2010. France has seen its share of Ryanair’s
total, Ryanair now serves 33 countries compared with 25 Slovenia was dropped in 2008 while Russia and Turkey are
network fall from 6% in 2009 to just 4% in 2017. It was
in 2007, with Israel (2015), Luxembourg (2016) and Serbia major European markets that are still not (yet) served.
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Vueling’s purchase of NIKI set to make it #1 airline in Palma in 2018
The recent announcement that IAG’s
Spanish LCC Vueling is to acquire NIKI
makes a lot of sense when you realise that
Palma de Mallorca is Vueling’s second
biggest Spanish base (admittedly a long,
long way behind Barcelona). It was also the
fastest-growing among Vueling’s top 15
airports in 2017, with capacity up 22%. As
The ANKER Report highlighted in Issue 6,
NIKI had basically taken over airberlin’s
leisure network for S17 and Palma was
easily the airline’s busiest airport.
Passenger statistics from Aena for 2017
show that Vueling is likely to end 2017 as
Palma’s third biggest airline with around
2.2 million passengers, behind Ryanair
(over four million passengers) and NIKI (3.6
million). Assuming that Vueling chooses to
take over most of NIKI’s network then it
will easily become the biggest carrier at
Palma in 2018. Coincidentally, Vueling had
already announced two new routes from
Palma for S18, Stuttgart and Vienna, both
of which were operated by NIKI in S17.

Amsterdam, Granada, Madrid, Paris ORY,
Toulouse and Venice VCE. As a result,
passenger numbers surged to almost
750,000 and the airline now ranked in the
top 10 at the airport for the first time.
More new routes followed in 2012 to
Alicante, Bordeaux, Cardiff, Lyon, Moscow
DME, Nice, Tenerife TFN and Vigo. This
helped Vueling move up to seventh place in
Palma with 850,000 passengers.
The following year saw just one new route
(a seasonal service to London LHR) as
Vueling now ranked fifth with 975,000
passengers. Finally, in 2014, Vueling
handled over one million passengers in
Palma, aided by new routes to Asturias,
Brussels BRU, Catania, Malaga, Marseille,
Munich, Rennes and Seville. However, it
still ranked fifth at the airport behind
airberlin, Ryanair, Air Europa and easyJet.
40 destinations served in last decade

In total Vueling has so far flown passengers
on 40 routes from Palma. During 2017
Florence, Jerez, Lille, Zaragoza and Zurich
Rapid expansion since 2008
were added to the airline’s network, while
Ten years ago in S08, Vueling operated just A Coruña will receive a 2-weekly service
a single daily flight from Palma to from the beginning of S18.
Barcelona during the peak summer season,
generating just over 20,000 passengers Routes that are no longer served include
according to Aena data. The following year Algiers (started in 2015), Brussels BRU,
the LCC handled just over 250,000 Catania, Genoa, Lleida, London LHR,
passengers in Palma, as it now operated Madrid, Moscow DME, Turin (also launched
multiple daily flights year-round to in 2015), Venice VCE and Vigo.
Barcelona as well as starting a seasonal
service to Bilbao. In 2010 Vueling’s
passenger numbers at the airport were up
to 450,000 with new routes to Lleida and
Rome FCO having been added.

In terms of annual flights, eight of the top
10 Vueling routes from Palma in 2017 were
domestic, with Paris ORY ranked fourth and
Munich tenth. However, despite all this
network diversity, the Barcelona route still
In 2011 several new routes were added by dominates and accounts for 41% of the
Vueling from Palma. These included airline’s flights from Palma during 2017.

The ANKER Report

Issue 7: Monday 8 January 2018

5

Europe’s flag-carriers still using mostly in-house subsidiaries rather
than independent carriers to operate feeder and regional flights
In the US it has long been a feature of the country’s main
airlines to use other carriers to operate feeder flights
into hubs. In 2017, American Airlines operated twothirds of its domestic seats using its own aircraft.
However, 55% of its domestic flights were flown by
other carriers, notably PSA Airlines (IATA code OH),
Envoy Air (MQ), Republic Airline (YX), SkyWest Airlines
(OO), Mesa Airlines (YV), Piedmont Airlines (PT) and Air
Wisconsin (ZW). Delta Air Lines operates around 75% of
domestic seats on its own aircraft, but 45% of flights are
performed by the likes of SkyWest Airlines, Endeavor Air
(9E) and ExpressJet (EV).
At United Airlines, 65% of its domestic seats are flown
using its own metal while almost 60% of domestic flights
are operated by airlines such as SkyWest, ExpressJet,
Republic Airline, Mesa Airlines and Trans States Airlines
(AX). Some of these carriers are wholly-owned
subsidiaries of the major airlines, but many are not and
have evolved to become highly profitable businesses.
Flag-carriers lead way in subcontracting capacity
In Europe, many of the region’s legacy airlines are also
using other carriers to provide feeder services at their
hubs, but there is a crucial difference. Nearly all are
subsidiaries of the major airline and operate almost
exclusively for the parent company. Analysing schedule
data for all of 2017 indicates that Lufthansa has
marketed more seats flown by other carriers than any
other airline in Europe. Over 80% of its subcontracted
capacity was flown by Lufthansa CityLine with most of
the rest flown by Air Dolomiti. Lufthansa CityLine also
turns out to be the airline that has flown more seats for
other carriers in 2017 than any other.
Flag-carriers dominate the rankings of airlines which
have subcontracted the most seat capacity in 2017, with
12 of the top 15 coming into that category. The
remaining three (Eurowings, airberlin and NIKI) have
been part of an on-going saga in German aviation related
to the changing strategy and subsequent collapse of
airberlin.
‘City’ a popular phrase in airline capacity providers
Clearly there is often a close relationship between the
airlines subcontracting most capacity and those that do
the most flying for other airlines; Iberia and Air Nostrum
(not to forget Iberia Express), KLM and KLM CityHopper,
Turkish Airlines and SunExpress, Aeroflot and Rossiya,
Air France and HOP!, Olympic Air and Aegean Airlines,
Finnair and Nordic Regional, Alitalia and Alitalia
CityLiner, and British Airways and BA CityFlyer. Tellingly,
five of the top 15 airline capacity providers have the
word ‘City’ in them, while two more feature the word
‘Express’. Air Nostrum is unusual as it is an independent
airline that operates as a franchise carrier for Iberia.
Most of the leading capacity providing airlines are
operating with aircraft of around 100 seats or fewer.
Nine of the top 15 airlines satisfy this criteria with LGW
(Luftfahrtgesellschaft Walter) having the lowest average
seat count thanks to its fleet of Q400s. The regional
airline provided 90% of its capacity to airberlin, with the
remaining 10% for Eurowings.
Flybe and CityJet operations for various legacy carriers
Some non-aligned regional carriers have tried the US
approach of being capacity providers for one or more
legacy carriers. Flybe created Flybe Nordic in late 2011
as a joint venture with Finnair. However, this has now
evolved into Nordic Regional Airlines after Flybe sold its
interest to Finnair in 2015.
Apparently undeterred, Flybe has operated flights from
Brussels on behalf of Brussels Airlines to several
European destinations using its Q400s. However, this
relationship was terminated at the end of the S17
season. Since October 2015, Flybe also flies for SAS from
Stockholm ARN to several regional destinations using
five ATR 72s. However, these services for other carriers
represented less than 10% of Flybe’s total operations in
2017.
For CityJet things are very different. It operated flights
under its own name from London LCY in 2017 to several
destinations, including Amsterdam, Dublin, Florence,
Paris ORY and Rotterdam. However, for W17/18 only the
Dublin service remains, and the airline’s own-marketed
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flights represented less than 15% of all its operations in
2017. Over half of its activities were for SAS with its
aircraft also being deployed on routes marketed by Air
France, Brussels Airlines and KLM. The last two
partnerships were both launched during 2017, in March
and May respectively.
CityJet faces the extra challenge of using an eclectic mix
of aircraft types including Avro RJ85s, Bombardier
CRJ900s and Sukhoi Superjet 100s, although the Avro RJs
are expected to be phased out within the next two years
to be replaced by more Sukhoi aircraft. CityJet is also the
only European carrier outside of Russia to operate the
98-seat Russian made regional jet. The CRJ900s were
acquired when CityJet bought Cimber A/S, the
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Copenhagen-based subsidiary of SAS, at the beginning of
2017.
Widerøe joins ranks of capacity providers
Another airline branching out into this market is
Norway’s Widerøe. It recently announced that from midMay it will operate a daily service from Helsinki to
Bergen on behalf of Finnair as well as a weekly
(Saturday) service from Hesinki to Tromsø. The airline
will use its new 114-seat E190-E2 jets on these routes.
So far it seems that the business case for independent
carriers providing capacity for multiple European airlines
remains unproven, possibly as a result of the issues
associated with operating in different countries.

6

Germany to Palma capacity down 16% in S18 after NIKI collapse
The recent collapse of NIKI (see Issue 6 of The ANKER
Report for more details) has left a bit of a gap in the
Germany to Palma de Mallorca market. airberlin, which
in 2014 handled over six million passengers at the
Spanish airport, making it twice as big as its nearest rival
(Ryanair with just over three million passengers),
basically handed over all of its leisure routes (including
those to the Balearic Island) to NIKI for S17.
Seven of top 10 PMI routes are to Germany
Analysis of Aena traffic data for 2016 shows that of the
airport’s 26.3 million passengers that year, 9.1 million
(representing 35%) were on flights to and from
Germany. The next biggest international market, the UK,
generated 5.3 million passengers, while the next 12
biggest country markets combined could only manage
5.4 million passengers.
At a route level in 2016, seven of the top 10 international routes from Palma were to German airports:
Düsseldorf (1.28 million, first); Cologne Bonn (958k,
second); Hamburg (864k, third); Frankfurt (861k, fourth);
Munich (750k, seventh); Stuttgart (740k, eighth) and
Berlin TXL (548k, ninth). The leading non-German
airports were London LGW (808k, fifth), Manchester
(770k, sixth) and Zurich (523k, tenth).
German share of PMI market very stable
Demand on the Palma route from Germany has grown
from 6.9 million passengers in 2004 to 7.7 million in
2008, before the global recession saw a 6.5% drop in
traffic in 2009. Since then, apart from a small drop in
2015, traffic has increased steadily from 7.2 million in
2009 to an estimated 9.4 million in 2017. Throughout
this period the German market has consistently
accounted for between 33% and 36% of the total Palma
market.
Only once since 2004, in 2016, has growth exceeded
10%. The 11.4% surge in demand that year may be
explained by the geopolitical uncertainty in other
popular summer sun destinations that year, such as
Tunisia and Turkey.
NIKI/airberlin #1 carrier in 2017 on German routes
In the first 11 months of 2017 German traffic to Palma is
up 3%, helped by Easter being in April rather than
March. Analysis of FlightGlobal schedules data for all of
2017 shows that NIKI (combined with airberlin, which
operated some of the Palma flights on behalf of NIKI)
was responsible for just over two million one-way seats,
more than double the number provided by Eurowings.
German carriers made up six of the top eight airlines
serving the market, with Ryanair and easyJet the leading
non-German airlines (shown in red).
Capacity down by 16% at present in 2018
Based on currently available data, seat capacity for 2018
(up to the end of October) is down around 16%.
However, with NIKI set to be acquired by Vueling it
seems likely that many of the airline’s route may be
reinstated at some point. Eurowings has taken over
some of the NIKI/airberlin capacity and will virtually
double its capacity to Palma in S18 compared with S17.
Other carriers set to see significant capacity increases in
the market are Vueling (+83% thanks to starting a new
route to Stuttgart from 1 June), Norwegian (+74% across

The ANKER Report

its three routes from Düsseldorf, Hannover and Munich),
Condor (+24%) and Germania (+22%). Apart from the
loss of NIKI/airberlin, Transavia has also withdrawn from
the market after the closure of its Munich base.
At present, Ryanair is only showing a modest 5%
increase in Palma capacity from the 10 German airports
from which it serves the Balearic airport. While easyJet
has just started Palma flights from its new Berlin TXL
base (on 7 January), it will be suspending its Hamburg
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service from the end of January. The LCC already serves
Palma from its Berlin SXF base.
In S18 Palma will be served from 24 German airports.
Capacity is currently down on all of the top 12 busiest
routes. Düsseldorf (down just 3%) and Bremen (down
5%) are registering the smallest reductions in seats while
Frankfurt (down 24%), Berlin TXL (down 23%) and Leipzig
(down 22%) are currently the hardest hit airports.
However, this may all change in the coming months.
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Widerøe prepares for jet operations and international expansion
The Norwegian domestic market ranks as the eighth biggest
in Europe with just over 24 million annual seats, placing it
after Turkey, Spain, Russia, Italy, Germany, France and the
UK according to FlightGlobal schedules data for 2017.
Among those countries, only the UK has a smaller average
aircraft size on domestic routes – 99 seats per flight
compared with 101 seats per flight in Norway.
Norwegian, SAS and Widerøe share domestic market
For the last decade three carriers have been responsible for
the majority of domestic air services across Norway. In 2017
SAS (43%), Norwegian (34%) and Widerøe (22%) each have
a significant slice of the market in terms of seat capacity. In
terms of domestic ASKs (Available Seat Kilometres), SAS
(48%) and Norwegian (40%) dominate as a result of
primarily only operating domestic routes involving Oslo. In
comparison, Widerøe accounts for just 12% of domestic
ASKs, as its network is more about connecting the smaller
Norwegian airports to each other.
With its fleet of over 40 turboprop aircraft (a mix of Dash 8100s, -200s, -300s and -400s), Widerøe’s market share of
domestic flights (48%) is almost bigger than SAS (31%) and
Norwegian (19%) combined. The airline’s existing fleet will
be joined in late April by the first of three 114-seat Embraer
E190-E2s, for which the airline is the launch customer.
These will be used on a mix of the airline’s busier domestic
routes and some new international routes.
Mix of commercial and PSO routes
According to the airline’s website, around 40% of its domestic services
are PSO (Public Service Obligation) routes, operated on behalf of the
Norwegian government. These mostly link smaller airports in central
and northern Norway. On these routes passengers are not allowed to
collect EuroBonus points.
In 2017 Widerøe operated from 43 Norwegian airports. In comparison,
SAS only flew from 15 airports in the country and Norwegian from 17.
The average sector length for Widerøe was just 257 kilometres virtually
half that of SAS (498 kilometres) and Norwegian (521 kilometres).
Leading route depends on metric used
Widerøe’s number one domestic route in 2017 varies depending on the
metric used for measurement. Based on flights it is the airline’s service
in northern Norway between Tromsø and Hammerfest with an average
of well over six flights per day across the year. If measured by seats, the
route between Bergen and Oslo TRF now leads the way with over
135,000 seats in each direction.
In terms of ASKs, the airline’s biggest route is the relatively long, 1,225kilometre sector between Bergen and Tromsø. This route does not
even feature in the top 10 when looking at flights and seats.
International network set to grow in 2018
Last year Widerøe operated just seven international routes; two to
Aberdeen (from Bergen and Stavanager), three to Copenhagen (from
Haugesund, Kristiansand and Oslo TRF) and two to Gothenburg (from
Bergen and Oslo OSL).
However, the airline recently announced five new international routes
starting in 2018. On 25 June it will start 3-weekly flights from Bergen to
Billund in Denmark, followed in mid-August by service from Bergen to
Gothenburg (2-weekly), Hamburg (3-weekly) and Munich (3-weekly).
The two German routes will be served using the new Embraer jets.
Widerøe will also commence a 4-weekly service to London STN from
Kristiansand on 13 August. London and Kristiansand were last
connected by non-stop flights in S13 by, appropriately enough,
flynonstop, a short-lived virtual airline set up by a local ice-cream
tycoon, which served London LCY using an E190 operated by Denim Air.
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Latest European route news
Launched routes
Aigle Azur now serves Moscow DME from its Paris ORY
base. A 2-weekly service began on 29 December using
the airline’s A320s. Departing Paris on Fridays and
Sundays at 22:15 the flights arrive in Russia at 04:00 the
following morning. Return flights depart Moscow at
05:00 on Saturdays and Mondays arriving back in France
at 07:00. No carrier provides direct competition, though
SkyTeam members Aeroflot (5-daily) and Air France (4daily) both offer frequent service between Paris CDG and
Moscow SVO. For more about the history of Aigle Azur
and where it currently flies, see Issue 5 of The ANKER
Report.
Air Europa has started non-stop service to Recife in
Brazil. On 20 December the SkyTeam member began 2weekly flights (Wednesdays and Fridays) from its Madrid
base using A330-200s. This becomes the airline’s third
destination in Brazil. It already serves Sao Paulo GRU
with daily flights and Salvador with 2-weekly flights in
summer and 3-weekly flights in winter. Recife, located in
the north-east corner of Brazil, handled almost seven
million passengers in 2016. TAP Portugal offers 8-weekly
flights from Lisbon in W17/18 while Condor operates
weekly flights from both Frankfurt and Munich.
Meridiana also serves Recife from Milan MXP with
weekly flights in W17/18, but from 20 December to 7
February these operate via Fortaleza.

easyJet opened its Berlin TXL base on Friday 5 January
with a one-off flight to Munich. Regular services on the
airline’s new routes from the airport began on Sunday 7
January. For full details of the airline’s new routes from
the airport see Issue 6 of The ANKER Report.
Eurowings added a couple of new routes during the last
fortnight of 2017. On 22 December it launched 2-weekly
flights (Fridays and Sundays) from Düsseldorf to Sylt
using Q400s. From the start of the S18 season the 420kilometre route will be served daily using CRJ900s. The
following day, on 23 December, Eurowings started a
weekly (Saturday) service between Salzburg and
Bremen. The 660-kilometre route will be flown using the
LCC’s A319 fleet until 24 March. This is only the second
Eurowings route involving Bremen. It began 2-daily
domestic flights from Stuttgart in S12 and now serves
the route 3-daily during the week.
HOP! began two new domestic routes just before the
end of 2017. On 22 December it launched a 4-weekly,
year-round service between Toulouse and Caen which
will be flown most of the time by the airline’s CRJ700s,
though some flights will also be operated using ATR 42s.
Volotea has been operating the route 2-weekly since 31
March, except in August. Caen, which is in Normandy,
has seen passenger growth of almost 30% to 170,000 in
the first 11 months of 2017, making it easily the fastestgrowing airport in the country. However, its only
international service is currently a seasonal link to
London SEN operated by Stobart Air on behalf of Flybe.
HOP! also launched a weekly (Saturday) service between
Lille and Pau on 23 December. The 840-kilometre sector
will be flown using the airline’s 100-seat E190s.

Jet2.com launched seven new routes to airports serving
popular ski resorts between 21 and 24 December. It
began flights to Geneva from Birmingham and London
STN, to Grenoble from Birmingham, to Lyon from
London STN, to Salzburg from Belfast BFS and
Birmingham and to Turin from Birmingham. easyJet is
the main competitor on the Geneva routes, while
Eurowings, Flybe, Thomas Cook Airlines and TUI
Airways also compete on at least one of the routes.
Lufthansa began offering weekly flights from Frankfurt
to Kuusamo in Finland on 23 December. The 2,130kilometre route will operate every Saturday until the end
of March using the Star Alliance carrier’s A320s and
A319s. Located only around 30 kilometres from the
Russian border in eastern Finland, Kuusamo is a major
centre for winter sports. In 2016 the airport handled just
under 77,000 passengers of which just under 14,000
were on international flights. In the first 11 months of
2017, international passengers to the airport are up an
impressive 38% while total traffic is up 9%. The airport’s
only year-round service is, not surprisingly, a daily
service to Helsinki operated by Finnair. Another airline
offering scheduled services to the airport this winter is
Thomson Airways which is serving Kuusamo from
London LGW and Manchester.
Luxair is another carrier to see an opportunity in the
wake of airberlin’s collapse. The airline began 18-weekly
flights linking Berlin TXL with Saarbrücken on 1 January.
CRJ700s operated by Adria Airways will fly the 570kilometre route, with three flights on weekdays, one on
Saturdays and two on Sundays. airberlin operated the
route with 4-daily flights (on weekdays) using Q400s
flown by LGW.
Qatar Airways on 19 December began its second route
to Russia with the launch of daily flights from Doha to St.
Petersburg. Although the service will normally be
operated by the oneworld carrier’s A320 fleet, the
inaugural service was flown by one of its 787-8s.
Unusually for a daily service the flight number varies by
day of the week with QR279/280 operating on Mondays,
Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays and QR281/282
being used on Wednesdays, Fridays and Sundays. Qatar
Airways has been serving Moscow DME since
September 2004 and recently increased frequency on
the route to 3-daily. No other carrier connects Qatar
with any Russian airport. St. Petersburg has been
connected to Dubai by Emirates with daily flights since
November 2011.

Ukraine International Airlines on 26 December
commenced daily service between Kiev KBP and Krakow.
The 790-kilometre route will be served using the airline’s
ERJ-145s. The two airports were last connected by nonstop service in November 2011 when AeroSvit served
the market before its collapse. This will bring to 102 the
number of weekly flights between Poland and Ukraine,
of which LOT Polish Airlines operates 65, Ukraine
International Airlines 21 (it also serves Warsaw WAW 2daily from Kiev KBP) and Wizz Air 16.
Volotea has launched a new route to the Canary Islands
with the addition of a weekly, Sunday service from
Toulouse to Fuerteventura. The inaugural flight was on
24 December and the service will operate until 29 April
2018. Fares for anyone wanting to travel out on 15 April
and return on 22 April are already around 600 Euros.
Competition is provided by TUI fly Belgium, which
operates a weekly, Monday service. Volotea already
serves Fuerteventura from Bordeaux (since December
2014) and Nantes (since December 2013). The Spanish
destination becomes the airline’s 21st from Toulouse in
2017. The French city ranked ninth among Volotea’s
busiest airports for flights in 2017 with 1,505 departures.
That left it behind Venice VCE (3,393 departures),
Nantes (3,199), Catania (2,990), Verona (2,582), Naples
(2,405), Palermo (2,265), Bordeaux (2,144) and
Strasbourg (1,843).
Wizz Air chose the penultimate week of 2017 to launch
four new routes. On 18 December it launched daily
service between Budapest and Berlin SXF, a route on
which it will compete head-to-head with both easyJet (8weekly) and Ryanair (daily). On the same day it also
began 2-weekly flights from Debrecen in Hungary to
Moscow VKO. This is now the ULCC’s seventh route from
Debrecen. On 21 December, Vilnius became Wizz Air’s
newest route from Gdansk. This service will initially be
flown 3-weekly over Christmas and New Year, then 2weekly for the rest of the W17/18 season before
increasing back to 3/weekly for S18. Finally, on 23
December, Gdansk was connected to Lisbon with 2weekly flights (Tuesdays and Saturdays). These new
Gdansk routes coincide with the basing of a sixth Wizz
Air aircraft at the airport, which enables the airline to
offer some 130 weekly departures this winter to over 30
destinations from the Polish airport.

Announced routes

S7 Airlines launched five new winter ski routes from St.
Petersburg at the end of 2017. Weekly flights were
started to Innsbruck, Lyon, Salzburg and Turin while
Verona service began with 3-weekly flights. The Verona
route looks set to operate year-round, unlike the other
new routes which are winter only.
Transavia France now serves Agadir from Nantes. The
inaugural flight was on 23 December and the route is
initially operated weekly, increasing to 2-weekly at the
end of February. Frequency remains at 2-weekly for
most of S18 apart from May and the first half of June
when frequency reverts to weekly. TUI fly Belgium
already connects the two airports with weekly flights.
Transavia France already serves Agadir from Lyon (since
May 2016) and Paris ORY (since 2007).
TUI fly Belgium has added Innsbruck in Austria to its
Antwerp network with the introduction of 2-weekly
flights (Mondays and Fridays) which began on 22
December. The airline’s E190s will operate the 670kilometre route, which will be served until 16 April.
According to Flightradar24.com the inaugural flight
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arrived 45 minutes late into the Austrian ski resort. At
this time of year TUI fly Belgium also serves four
destinations in Spain (Alicante, Barcelona, Malaga and
Murcia) from Antwerp, as well as Nador in Morocco.
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Air Arabia is launching two new routes from its Sharjah
hub to Europe in the coming months. From 1 February it
will complement its existing daily Moscow DME service
with a 4-weekly service to Moscow SVO. Frequency
increases to daily between the beginning of March and
mid-May, before reverting back to 4-weekly according to
FlightGlobal schedules data. No other carrier links
Sharjah and the Russian capital. Air Arabia is also
expanding its Turkish network with the addition of 3weekly flights to Bodrum starting 13 June. The LCC
already serves Istanbul SAW with year-round flights as
well as Antalya and Trabzon during the summer. In total
Air Arabia will be offering non-stop service to over 70
destinations from Sharjah in S18.
airBaltic, which has served London LGW from its Riga
base for many years, will also start a non-stop, 2-weekly
(Tuesdays and Saturdays) service from Tallinn to the UK
capital from 27 March. The airline’s 737 fleet will service
the route. Direct competition will come from easyJet
which also operates the route 2-weekly, while indirect
competition comes from British Airways (2-weekly from
London LHR since March 2017) and Ryanair (4-weekly
from London STN).
Alitalia will resume flights on the 510-kilometre route
between Rome FCO and Milan MXP from 1 April. The
Italian national carrier operated this route for many
years before suspending the route at the end of January
2017. The route will re-launch with 4-daily flights using
the airline’s CityLiner subsidiary operating Embraer
E175s. easyJet began serving the route in November
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2008 with 4-daily flights. However, frequency was
gradually cut over the years until the airline dropped the
route at the end of S17 when it was flying the route just
daily. Alitalia may be responding to the decision by
Meridiana to launch its own 3-daily service between the
two airports from 1 May. Meridiana will operate larger
737-800s. As a result, in May there will now be over
6,000 one-way seats between Rome FCO and Milan MXP
compared with just over 1,000 in May 2017. Meanwhile
Alitalia will continue to offer around 17,500 weekly oneway seats between Rome FCO and Milan LIN, down only
4% compared with May 2017.
bmi regional will double its network from Gothenburg
when it starts 2-weekly flights to Bristol from 22
January. It already serves the Swedish airport from
Birmingham. The new Bristol route will operate on
Mondays and Thursdays from the UK and on Tuesdays
and Fridays from Gothenburg. Fares start from £99 oneway, but this includes hold luggage and complimentary
in-flight drinks and snacks. The 1,190-kilometre route
faces no direct competition and will be operated by the
carrier’s ERJ-145s. This summer bmi regional will
operate nine routes from Bristol, including Brussels,
which it operates on behalf of Brussels Airlines.
easyJet has recently put on sale 55 new routes for S18
involving 15 of its bases. Leading the way with seven
new routes each are the LCC’s newest base in Bordeaux
and Venice VCE. Basel will welcome six new routes,
London LTN and Naples five, and London SEN, Lyon and
Nice four each. Regarding destinations, Pula in Croatia
will celebrate four new routes, while Genoa, Palermo,
Seville and Tel Aviv will each welcome three new
easyJet routes. There are several new destinations that
easyJet has not served before: Ancona (from London
LGW), Genoa (from Bristol, London LTN and Manchester), Rennes (from Lyon), Reus (from London LTN) and
Volos (from London LGW).
Emirates will add a third London airport to its network
from 8 June when it begins daily flights from Dubai to
London STN. This will bring to 10 the number of daily
flights the carrier operates to London as it already flies 6
-daily to London LHR and 3-daily to London LGW. For
more on the history of the UK to Dubai market see page
2. While A380s operate all the existing frequencies to
Gatwick and Heathrow, the new Stansted service will be
launched with a 777-300ER.

Flybe is resuming service between London SEN and
Antwerp in Belgium. The airline operated the route
between 1 September 2014 and mid-January 2015.
Flights will resume with 4-weekly service on 26 March.
VLM will provide indirect competition with its multipledaily service to London LCY. While Antwerp returns to
Flybe’s London SEN network, analysis of FlightGlobal
schedules data indicates that seasonal routes to
Perpignan, Reus and Venice VCE, which all launched in
S17, will not be returning in S18.
Lufthansa will grow its Polish network from Munich with
the addition of daily flights to Katowice and 5-weekly
flights to Lodz. Both new routes will begin on 27 March
at the start of the S18 season. The Star Alliance carrier
already serves Gdansk, Krakow, Poznan, Rzeszow,
Warsaw WAW and Wroclaw from its Bavarian base. LOT
Polish Airlines also serves the Warsaw WAW route while
bmi regional connects Munich with Lublin with daily
flights in summer.
Meridiana is redirecting its Milan focus away from
Linate to Malpensa. The carrier is launching seven new
routes this summer from Milan MXP; Rome FCO (3daily), Naples (2-daily) and Palermo (2-daily) all from 1
May, New York JFK (daily from 1 June), Miami (4-weekly
from 8 June), Catania (2-daily from 2 July) and Lamezia
Terme (2-daily from 1 September). Meridiana will then
serve 17 destinations from Malpensa in S18. The longhaul routes will be flown by A330-200s the airline is
acquiring from major shareholder Qatar Airways.
Meanwhile, Linate flights to Marseille, Munich and
Naples will all end in mid-January.
Nordica has announced plans to start three new routes
from Groningen in the Netherlands this summer. It will
begin 6-weekly flights on the 285-kilometre route to
Brussels and daily flights on the 645-kilometre route to
Munich from 25 March. It will then add a weekly
(Saturday) service to Nice from 16 June. All routes are
uncontested and will be flown using CRJ700s operated
by LOT Polish Airlines. Nordica will continue to operate
12-weekly flights from Groningen to Copenhagen, a
route it began in September 2016.
Norwegian is adding US flights from three more
European airports in S18. In May it will offer 4-weekly
flights to New York JFK from Amsterdam (competing
directly with Delta Air Lines and KLM and indirectly with

United Airlines), followed in June by 4-weekly flights to
Los Angeles from Milan MXP, a route not currently
served. From mid-July it will add Los Angeles and New
York JFK flights from Madrid. All routes will be flown
using the carrier’s 787-9s. While only Iberia competes in
the Californian route, competition on the JFK route
comes from Air Europa, American Airlines, Delta Air
Lines and Iberia.
TAP Portugal will considerably enhance its network from
Porto this summer with the launch of four new routes.
Starting on 25 March the Star Alliance carrier will begin
service to Barcelona (2-daily), London LCY (6-weekly),
Milan MXP (2-daily) and Ponta Delgada (daily). The
Spanish and Italian routes were previously served until
March 2016. Ryanair competes directly on all bar the
London route, while Vueling (Barcelona) and SATA
(Ponta Delgada) provide additional options. In addition,
TAP Portugal has announced it will start 10-weekly
flights to Florence from its main Lisbon base starting on
10 June. This becomes the airline’s fifth Italian route
from the Portuguese capital after Bologna, Milan MXP,
Rome FCO and Venice VCE. A mix of E190s and A319s
will operate these new routes.
Transavia France is expanding its network from Lyon this
summer with the launch of three new routes and the
resumption of another. Catania, Malaga and Palermo
will each be served 2-weekly from the beginning of April
and have not previously been flown by the LCC. Service
to Djerba in Tunisia resumes, also at the beginning of
April, after a gap of almost seven years. This summer
Transavia France will serve 17 destinations from Lyon.
Widerøe will increase its international network with the
introduction of four new routes from Bergen and one
from Kristiansand in S18. See page 8 for more details
about these routes and Widerøe in general.
Wizz Air, which has until now mostly connected London
LTN with destinations in Central and Eastern Europe, is
adding Athens (daily from 29 April), Bari (2-weekly from
25 March) and Reykjavik KEF (4-weekly from 29 April) to
its network this summer. This increases to 46 the
number of destinations served directly from the ULCC’s
busiest airport in S18 according to FlightGlobal schedules
data. However, not all Luton services have proved a
success for Wizz Air. Routes to Brno and Szczecin are
suspended from 8 January and 12 January respectively.
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Latest European airport traffic statistics
Data published here has been made public between 18 December 2017 and 5 January 2018.
Country

Sources: Individual airports, airport authorities, government statistics and ACI Europe. (YTD: Year to date)

Austria

November: Graz pax +1.7% to 75,488. YTD: pax -2.3% to 898k.

Bosnia &
Herzegovina

November: Tuzla pax +58.5% to 37,432.
December: Tuzla pax +48.5% to 40,178k. YTD: pax +71.9% to 535k.

Bulgaria

December: Sofia pax +3.7% to 489k. YTD: pax +30.3% to 6.49m.

Czech Republic

November: Prague pax +15.1% to 1.12m, flights +8.3% to 11,178. YTD: pax +18.4% to 14.27m, flights +8.7% to 137k

Denmark

December: Aalborg pax +4.6% to 107k; Aarhus pax +2.8% to 26,371.
YTD (Dec): Aalborg pax +0.04% to 1.52m; Aarhus pax -2.9% to 372k.

France

November: Marseille pax +7.5% to 636k; Lille pax +16.5% to 118k; Strasbourg pax +14.6% to 87,808; Brest pax +4.6% to 74,571; Ajaccio pax +9.1% to 63,255;
Rennes pax +12.4% to 47,848.
December: Paris BVA pax -6.2% to 261k.
YTD (Nov): Marseille pax +7.2% to 8.36m; Lille pax +6.8% to 1.82m; Ajaccio pax +10.7% to 1.50m; Strasbourg pax +12.4% to 1.09m; Brest pax +3.9% to 968k;
Rennes pax +13.3% to 671k.
YTD (Dec): Paris BVA pax -8.8% to 3.65m.

Germany

November: All airports (ADV) pax +5.9% to 16.84m, flights -0.3% to 157k. Europe pax +8.0% to 9.80m, domestic pax -2.2% to 3.87m, intercontinental pax
+10.4% to 3.12m.
November: Düsseldorf pax -9.1% to 1.57m; Berlin TXL pax -21.1% to 1.31m; Hamburg pax +5.1% to 1.27m; Berlin SXF pax -0.9% to 951k; Stuttgart pax +4.0% to
744k; Bremen pax +13.3% to 170k; Leipzig/Halle pax +20.2% to 156k; Dortmund pax +12.7% to 155k; Frankfurt HHN pax -0.2% to 150k.
December: Memmingen pax +29.1% to 102k; Rostock pax +13.5% to 9,434.
YTD (Nov): All airports (ADV) pax +5.6% to 219.57m, flights +2.2% to 1.96m. Europe pax +6.3% to 136.63m, domestic pax +1.1% to 44.20m, intercontinental
pax +8.9% to 38.13m.
YTD (Nov): Düsseldorf pax +6.1% to 23.21m; Berlin TXL pax -2.1% to 19.28m; Hamburg pax +9.3% to 16.42m; Berlin SXF pax +11.9% to 11.89m; Stuttgart pax
+3.2% to 10.42m; Bremen pax -1.6% to 2.39m; Frankfurt HHN pax -5.4% to 2.31m; Leipzig/Halle pax +7.8% to 2.24m; Dortmund pax +3.8% to 1.84m.
YTD (Dec): Memmingen pax +18.4% to 1.18m; Rostock pax +16.2% to 291k.

Greece

November: Heraklion pax +47.2% to 147k. YTD: pax +8.8% to 7.38m.

Hungary

November: Debrecen pax +25.9% to 22,096. YTD: pax +11.5% to 296k.

Italy

November: All airports (Assaeroporti) pax +5.0% to 11.80m; international pax +6.2% to 7.27m; domestic pax +3.2% to 4.50m; flights +1.8% to 94,637.
November: Rome FCO pax -2.6% to 2.83m; Milan MXP pax +10.9% to 1.60m; Milan BGY pax +7.4% to 898k; Milan LIN pax -4.7% to 722k; Venice VCE pax +6.8%
to 642k; Catania pax +8.0% to 592k; Naples pax +49.9% to 588k; Bologna pax +5.4% to 583k; Rome CIA pax +1.1% to 475k; Palermo pax +25.6% to 416k; Bari
pax +8.0% to 341k; Turin pax -1.5% to 288k; Pisa pax -0.9% to 282k; Venice TSF pax +27.1% to 249k; Cagliari pax +11.3% to 233k.
YTD (Nov): All airports (Assaeroporti) pax +6.6% to 163.22m; international pax +8.6% to 105.53m; domestic pax +3.2% to 57.34m; flights +2.7% to 1.27m.
YTD (Nov): Rome FCO pax -1.7% to 38.18m; Milan MXP pax +14.7% to 20.50m; Milan BGY pax +11.1% to 11.41m; Venice VCE pax +7.9% to 9.74m; Milan LIN
pax -0.9% to 8.80m; Catania pax +16.1% to 8.50m; Naples pax +25.8% to 7.97m; Bologna pax +6.5% to 7.59m; Rome CIA pax +10.1% to 5.40m; Palermo pax
+7.7% to 5.35m; Pisa pax +5.3% to 4.93m; Bari pax +8.7% to 4.34m; Cagliari pax +12.8% to 3.90m; Turin pax +6.3% to 3.86m; Verona pax +10.4% to 2.92m;
Venice TSF pax +14.0% to 2.77m; Olbia pax +10.5% to 2.72m.

Romania

November: Iasi pax +6.8% to 85,354. YTD: pax +32.6% to 1.06m.

Switzerland

November: Basel pax +9.2% to 514k. YTD: pax +7.6% to 7.31m.

UK

October: All airports (CAA) pax +3.9% to 25.30m. Belfast BHD pax -0.9% to 224k; Doncaster/Sheffield pax +3.3% to 121k.
November: London LCY pax -1.7% to 397k; Liverpool pax +3.2% to 325k; Newcastle pax +3.5% to 304k; Aberdeen pax +10.7% to 247k; East Midlands pax
+19.8% to 222k; Leeds Bradford pax +8.1% to 213k; Belfast BHD pax +2.0% to 196k; Southampton pax -4.7% to 144k; Jersey pax +3.0% to 108k; Cardiff pax
+7.3% to 77,830; London SEN pax +39.0% to 70,625; Guernsey pax -0.5% to 64,910; Isle of Man pax +4.2% to 64,844; Exeter pax +12.5% to 58,905.
YTD (Oct): All airports (CAA) pax +6.7% to 248.24m. Belfast BHD pax -4.8% to 2.18m; Doncaster/Sheffield pax +8.4% to 1.19m.
YTD (Nov): Newcastle pax +11.0% to 5.00m; East Midlands pax +4.6% to 4.65m; Liverpool pax +2.8% to 4.56m; London LCY pax -0.1% to 4.21m; Leeds Bradford
pax +13.5% to 3.88m; Aberdeen pax +2.5% to 2.86m; Belfast BHD pax -4.3% to 2.38m; Southampton pax +6.2% to 1.92m; Jersey pax +1.6% to 1.53m; Cardiff
pax +8.8% to 1.39m; London SEN pax +23.3% to 1.01m; Exeter pax +6.4% to 846k; Guernsey pax -1.9% to 781k; Isle of Man pax +0.8% to 734k.

Star Alliance hubs lead way for January seat growth
Analysis of FlightGlobal schedules data for European airports
in January 2018 reveals that two Star Alliance hubs, Frankfurt
and Istanbul IST, have seen the biggest seat capacity
increases when compared with last January. Both are offering
over a quarter of a million additional departing seats this
month compared with a year ago.
In Frankfurt, Lufthansa has added almost 120,000 additional
seats, but Ryanair is not far behind with almost 100,000.
easyJet (with its new flights to Berlin TXL) and Wizz Air (with
routes to Budapest and Sofia) are the next biggest airlines for
additional seat capacity. None of these three major (U)LCCs
was operating at Germany’s busiest airport a year ago.
Italy, Spain and Turkey both have two airports in top 15
The top 15 airports for capacity growth are spread across 12
different countries. Italy (Milan MXP and Naples), Spain
(Barcelona and Madrid) and Turkey (Ankara and Istanbul IST)
both have two representatives in the rankings.
In terms of growth rates, Naples is experiencing phenomenal
growth with seat capacity up just over 50% as Ryanair and
easyJet battle for low-cost supremacy at the airport.
At the other end of the rankings the top three fastestshrinking airports are Düsseldorf (160,000 fewer seats),
Berlin TXL (135,000 fewer seats) and Birmingham (55,000
fewer seats). Across all airports seat capacity is up 6.1%.
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Paris CDG is benefitting not just from four new Norwegian
routes and two new Primera Air routes but also from Air
France resuming non-stop service to Seattle-Tacoma (on
25 March), Delta Air Lines beginning flights from Los
Angeles (on 16 June) and also connecting the French
capital to Indianapolis (from 24 May), the US city’s first
ever regular, non-stop, scheduled service to Europe. The
launch of this route before the end of May will enable
French motor race enthusiasts a chance to see the
Indianapolis 500 without having to connect via an
intermediate airport.
Rounding out the top three European airports for US seat
growth next summer is London LGW. Its additional
280,000 seats to the US are a mix of seat growth on
existing services, BA’s service resumption to Las Vegas and
Norwegian’s new routes to Austin and Chicago ORD.
In total, 56 European airports will have regular, non-stop
flights to at least one US airport in S18. That is one fewer
than in S17. Budapest welcomes its first US services for a
while (LOT to both Chicago and New York JFK, and
American Airlines to Philadelphia) starting in May, while
Rzeszow is once again connected to New York EWR with
LOT during the summer. Unfortunately, Naples and
Palermo have both apparently lost their New York JFK
services flown by Meridiana in S17.
Four more US airports now have direct flights to Europe
Among US airports New York EWR leads the way for most
additional seats to Europe in S18. Capacity is set to grow
by around 280,000 seats across the period April to
October, representing growth of 11%. The airport will
welcome nine new services; three from Primera Air
(Birmingham, London STN and Paris CDG), two each from
Norwegian (Paris CDG and Rome FCO) and United Airlines
(Reykjavik KEF and Porto) and one each from Iberia/LEVEL
(to Paris ORY, replacing BA’s OpenSkies service from the
beginning of September) and LOT (Rzeszow).
Los Angeles is also set to see European capacity growth of
around 11%, which represents an additional 240,000 seats.
Just two carriers provide its five new services; Norwegian
is launching Madrid, Milan MXP and Rome FCO while Delta
Air Lines is adding Amsterdam and Paris CDG flights. The
Californian airport has done particularly well considering it
has lost airberlin’s Berlin TXL and Düsseldorf services
which operated in S17.
One curiosity is that while Dallas/Fort Worth will welcome
just one new European destination in S18 (Reykjavik),
three carriers (American Airlines, Icelandair and WOW air)
will all launch the route within a period of just two weeks,
between 23 May and 7 June.
Providence and Stewart, which both became new
destinations for Norwegian in 2017, both see significant
growth in S18. However, this is not because of any new
routes, but as a result of operating for the full period in
S18. Norwegian’s routes to these two airports began in
June and July of 2017 and therefore only operated for part
of the S17 season.
In total the number of US airports with non-stop service to
Europe this summer has increased from 40 to 44. No
airport has lost service while Cleveland (Icelandair and
WOW air to Reykjavik), Indianapolis (Delta to Paris CDG),
Nashville (British Airways to London LHR) and St. Louis
(WOW air to Reykjavik) have been added to the list.
US carriers now have just 36% of the market
The big three US carriers are still, overall, the three biggest
carriers for seat capacity between Europe and the US.
However, by only growing their capacity by around 2% in
S18, compared with overall market growth of 6%, they
have seen their share of the market fall from 37.4% in S17
to 35.9% in S18. Delta Air Lines is adding six routes (but
dropping five), United Airlines is adding five routes (but
dropping two) and American Airlines is adding five routes
(but dropping three). Between them they operate over
180 routes from the US to Europe.
European flag-carriers fill out most of the remaining places
in the top 15 for overall seats, along with Norwegian and
Virgin Atlantic. Sir Richard Branson’s original airline is set
to grow seat capacity by around 8% in S18 but with no new
US routes.
Aer Lingus has been adding several new US routes in
recent years and 2018 will see the launch of two more;
Philadelphia (from 25 March) and Seattle-Tacoma (from 18
May). The Irish carrier is one of only four of the top 15
airlines growing its US capacity by more than 10% this
summer. Iberia’s growth is mostly thanks to LEVEL while
Icelandair is responding to local rival WOW air.
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The only top 15 airline currently planning on cutting US
capacity this summer is SAS. The Scandinavian multi-hub
carrier is not dropping any routes but is reducing
frequency on three routes leading to a 2% cut in capacity
as of the end of December. This could still change.

+56% compared with S17), Alitalia (+2%), Aeroflot (+9%),
Thomas Cook Airlines (-6%) and LOT (+37%). Newcomer
Primera Air is already 25th while Eurowings, which has
taken over some of airberlin’s routes, is only 31st. In all,
just over 40 airlines will be operating scheduled services
Just outside the top 15 are WOW air (S18 capacity up between Europe and the US in S18.
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